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PREFACE. 



No historical subject has attracted more attention in France 
and Germany during the last twenty years than the Latin 
conquest of Constantinople. No other historical question 
has had devoted to it during the same period the labours of 
an equal number of illustrious historical students. A literary 
controversy has been waged, and is still waging, about several 
of the important questions which have arisen in connection 
with the subject. 

The larger question of the history of Constantinople and 
of the Eastern Empire in the middle ages has likewise 
during the last quarter of a century occupied the attention 
of a considerable number of Continental scholars, whose 
labours have added much to our stock of knowledge on the 
subject Among the most important of their contributions 
a few may be here noticed. Muralt*s * Chronography of 
Byzantine History/' between 1057 and 1453, is an immense 
aid to all students of the period treated of. It is hardly 
ix)ssiblc to mention any statement rcsix!cting any event, 
however trifling, within the period dealt with for which all 
the authorities are not cited. Ileyd's * History of Trade 
in the Levant during the Middle Ages* is also a monument 
of careful research * Hurler, though belonging to a somc- 

J/ .;V '.'i.v^v J/ V Ar:jw//w, 1057 J 1453. Par IXI 'uariJ Muralt. li.ilc 
el (Irnrxr, iSyi. 

' (/ ./ '. ut /,r' jn/, 'ijn.ii.'f tt/i M.'fff't.'fcr. Vtm Pr. \\ .' ' . iin Hi-\ -I. 
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what earlier period, has given a singularly vivid and impartial 
sketch of the dealings of Innocent the Third with the Eastern 
Km pi re, perhaps the more remarkable that he was himself a 
Protestant pastor.* The labours of Charles Hopf and of 
Tafel and Thomas have thrown light on much which was 
obscure in the dealings of Venice with the New Rome. 
Krause's examination of Byzantine manners, customs, court 
and domestic history, gives a useful and interesting account of 
the social life of Constantinople.' The valuable histories of 
Finlay were written before most of the works to which I 
allude in this Preface appeared, but still show considerable 
insight into Byzantine history. On the influence of the 
Saracens and the Turks invaluable suggestions are found in 
Professor Freeman's * History and Conquest of the Saracens,* 
his ' History of the Ottoman Power in Europe,' and in his 
* Historical Essays.' 

The labours of a considerable number of other writers to 
whom I allude have been mainly occupied in elucidating the 
story of the Fourth Crusade, to which the second part of this 
volume is exclusively devoted. Contemporary authors have 
been carefully edited. The great work of Nicetas and those 
of other Greek authors have been diligently compared with 
the narratives of Villehardouin and others belonging to 
the West. Forgotten manuscripts have been brought to 
light. Incidental references in charters, bulls, and other docu- 
ments, have been carefully collected to control, confirm, or 
condemn the statements in the usually accepted narratives 
of this portion of my subject. I am indebted for many 
valuable suggestions to Klimke's essay on the * Sources of the 
History of the Fourth Crusade,'* to Krause's History,^ and 

' Histoire du Pap< Inno(ent II L et deses Contemporains. Par Frederic Hurler. 
Paris, 1S67. 

* Die Bytantiner des Mittelalters in ihrem Staats-y Hof- und Privat/cben. By 
Professor Dr. Johann Heinrich Krause. Halle, 1869. 

■ Die Qutllen zur GeschichU des Vierten Kreuzzuges. Von Dr. C. Klinike. 
Brcslau, 1875. 

• Die Eroberuitgen von Constantinopt ! im dreizehnten und fiinfzehnten Jahr- 
huuderi. By Professor Johann Heinrich Krause. 
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to Dr. Mordtmann's history of the two captures of Constan- 
tinople.* The latter work, as well as the * Meletai ' of Dr. 
Paspati, are especially useful for the topography of Con- 
stantinople during the Middle Ages. Dr. Paspati and Dr. 
Mordtmann, the son of the author of the work just quoted, 
the Rev. Canon Curtis, and a number of archaeologists in 
Constantinople, have worked very successfully at the topo- 
graphy of the city, and by means of the excellent Greek 
Syllogos have brought to light much interesting information 
on the subject, and have especially produced a map of the 
ancient walls, embodying all the recent discoveries, which is 
extremely valuable. 

Most of the writers I have named have occupied them- 
selves more or less with the conduct of Venice. This is a 
subject of controversy as old as the crusade itself A con- 
temporary of the fourth crusade, a Franco-Syrian named 
Emouil, was the first to charge Venice with treason to 
Christendom. Other contemporary authors are quoted in 
the following pages who took, sp)eaking generally, the same 
side. Gunther, a Cistercian monk belonging to Pairis in 
Alsace, and who died about i2io. has given us in his * His- 
toria Constantinojx)litana * many facts which are not to be 
found elsewhere, and was one of the few contemporaries of 
the crusade who appears to have understood that there was 
an understanding between the Sultan of Cairo and Venice.' 
Light has been thrown on the question by the * Dcvastatio 
Constantinoj>olitana,* the discovery of which is due to recent 
research. This work was written, according to Charles 
Hopf,* by a clerk from Germany ; according to Klimke, by 
one from what is now Austria ; according to Tcssicr, by a 
Lombard, possibly writing under the orders of Boniface 
himself. Robert dc Clari s valuable book, * La Prise de Con- 

* Pit ErabcruHi^m tvh ComtaHtiHi>/<L 

' Sec IkjiH the tcit of (tunthcr and a notice of hik life in Exu:i^ Sa.f.e. 

• CArafiii/mn (Str.O' Kcmams tHtdiKi cu f<u ramtttui. I*ar t harlc* I!"'|t. 
Ilcfiin. 18:3 
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stantinople/ mentioned on page 244, is the most valuable 
contemporary account which modern research has brought to 
light on the Latin Conquest. Indications of great value upon 
the conduct of Venice, and upon various other points in the 
history of the event in question, are contained in many of the 
MSS. collected together in the 'Exuviae Sacrae* of Count 
Riant, a writer who has done more than any other to eluci- 
date the questions raised during the last few years regarding 
the Fourth Crusade. La Soci^t^ de I'Orient Latin, the 
foundation of which was, I believe, due to Count Riant, is 
engaged in the publication of every scrap of evidence which 
bears on the Latin occupation of Constantinople and other 
places in the Levant. 

Until within our own times the controversy as to the 
Fourth Crusade was allowed to sleep. The narrative of 
Villehardouin, clear, flattering to France, and singularly 
interesting, was taken from Gibbon to Finlay almost as a 
conclusive statement upon all which related to the conquest 
of the city. As his account coincided with others which are 
aptly classified by Dr. Klimke as official versions, those of 
more or less independent observers were forgotten or over- 
looked M. de Mas-Latrie, in his * History of Cyprus,' was 
probably the first to call attention to the untrustworthy 
character of Villehardouin's narrative, and to charge Dandolo 
•with the failure of the Fourth Crusade.^ His conclusion is 
that the Marshal of Champagne was insufficiently informed, 
and was not able to penetrate the designs of Venice. This 
position was attacked with great ability by M. de Wailly, 
Member of the Institut, the learned editor of Villehardouin, 
who maintains that there were no secret designs to pene- 
trate. He insisted * that the abandonment of the route for 
Syria by the crusading fleet was the unforeseen and acci- 
dental result of the journey of young Alexis to Venice, 

* EjcuviiZ Sactit ConstdtUitw/oliiattir. Par Comte Riant, (ieneva, 1S67. 
- I/istoiff iif Ch\^7\\ vol. i. pp. 161 -4. 
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and that among the actors who took part in the conquest 
of Constantinople there were neither dupes nor traitors/ 

Thereupon a controversy arose in which the last word has 
certainly not yet been uttered. This controversy has in the 
main taken the form of a discussion as to the authenticity of 
the narrative of Villchardouin, A great number of incidental 
questions have been raised which are now being hotly debated 
upon the Continent On one side are M. de Wailly, M. 
Streit,* and M. Jules Tcssier,* whose able examination of the 
causes which led to the diversion only came into my hands 
a few weeks ago, when the present work was already in the 
press. On the other side is Count Riant, whose papers on 
the Fourth Crusade * and whose * Exuviic Sacral ' are models 
of careful research worthy of the study to which Du Cange 
devoted the exuberance of his energy and the deluge of his 
learning. M. Hanoteaux * writes on the same side. It will 
be seen that on the whole I agree with the conclusions of 
Count Riant. 

Each of the following questions has been and is still the 
subject of controversy. 

(l.) The conduct of Venice; as to which the questions 
to be settled are : 

(J. Was there a treaty with Malek-Adel like that de- 
scribed by Charles Hopf. by which, in return for benefits 
conferred on the republic. Venice undertook not to 
convey the Crusaders to Kgypt ? 

Did Dandolo intentionally make difficulties while the 
Crusaders were on the island of Lido, in order to 
carry out his part in such treaty ? 

Vt>n Lu'lwij; Sinit. 

' /.a /^itxT'i^yft sur /j'j ( tiintttu^f-U. I*aii\ 1SS4. 
• Kr'.uf iii , {^Ui- fu'ft ',i'f.'t!/n Vl•I^. xviii, aiiil wui. 
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c. Was the expedition to Zara part of Dandolo's design 
for a diversion of the crusade, or was it due to acci- 
dental circumstances, without premeditation on the 
part either of Dandolo or Boniface ? 

Count Riant maintains that the treason of Venice was 
premeditated even before the arrival of the Crusaders at the 
Lido. Against this hypothesis M. Tessier has presented 
what is undoubtedly an argument worth attention, derived 
from a letter of Innocent, calling upon the Venetian clergy to 
emulate the devotions of their own laymen to the cause of 
the Holy Land. Hurter doubts whether there was premedi- 
tation. 

(2.) The design and conduct of the Crusaders : 

a. What was the destination desired by the Crusaders, 
and were they agreed that this should be Egypt ? 

Were the Crusaders duped into violating their vows by 
acquiescing in the diversion upon Zara, or did they 
willingly accept the proposal as the best under the 
circumstances ? 

r. Was Villchardouin cognisant of the trcacherj' of Venice^ 
if tluMc were treachery, and docs he conceal facts 
which were within his knowledge? 

According to Villchardouin and his ailhcrcnts, the diver- 
sion of ihc expedition towanls /ara was due to no foreign 
interference, to no lntli^;ue, to no tieachery on the part of 
Venice, but to ihe f*n lii 1I, (hat hon» the commencement the 
Crusaders \v( le unalilr to ai;iee upon the destination to be 
adoplecl, the Icidi n u i ihintj to j»o to I'^ypt as undoubtedly 
the be^t point ol alt^hK, llie inn|oihv o| the host obstinately 
insisting upon r/'iiui NvHm , ninl ncitMul, that in conse- 
quence of the iiMlvid mI (Im tj|||Milatril nun\bcr in Venice 
the Cru*>ad« ia ss» M m»im(*» I1»»I to tiMi pt the pn>posaI of the 
iJoge to tiiKe pull In (Im^ « -p* •IMImm In /ma. Instead of being 
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due to design or treachery, the diversion was thus purely 
accidental. 

(3.) The conduct of Boniface. 

(4.) The conduct of Philip of Swabia« 

(5.) The conduct of Innocent the Third. 

In reference to these latter subjects, the principal questions 
under discussion are : 

a. Was there an undertaking or an understanding between 

Philip, Boniface, and Dandolo, previous to the de- 
parture of the expedition from Venice, that it should 
be diverted from its purpose as a crusade into an ex- 
pedition directed against Constantinople } 

b. How far was Innocent cognisant of the designs of 

Philip and the leaders ? 

Upon this subject M. VVinkelmann's * researches have 
thrown considerable light He believes that there was an 
understanding between Philip and Boniface. 

c. When did Philip first entertain the idea of an attack 

upon Constantinople for the benefit of young Alexis } 

M. Tessicr is of opinion that Philip interfered with the 
plan of the crusade not so much to further his own designs 
upon the New Rome, or to aid his brother-in-law, as to put 
Innocent in a dilemma and to secure his own position as 
Roman Kmperor in the West. His argument is in brief the 
following : either Innocent would fall in with his plans or he 
would not. If he did, he must almost necessarily declare 
against Otho, the rival of Philip for the rule over the Western 
Empire. If he did not, and the Crusaders went to Constanti- 
nople, then the great object of Innocent s pontificate would 
be thwarted and his influence proportionately decreased. 

In connection with the conduct of Innocent, the contro- 
versy of the last fifteen years has amply demonstrated that 
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this great Pope condemned the expedition to Zara, and never 
authorised that to Constantinople. It will be seen that I 
believe that Innocent took an active part in endeavouring to 
prevent the expedition to Constantinople, but this view is still 
the subject of much controversy. The utmost that my own 
examination of the facts would allow me to concede is that, 
while Innocent was bitterly disappointed with the diversion 
of the expedition to Zara, and while he certainly assumed an 
attitude of opposition towards a possible attack on Con- 
stantinople, which his judgment condemned, there are yet 
certain passages in his correspondence which tend to show 
that he would not be dissatisfied if the heterodox capital 
were punished. 

While I have to acknowledge my indebtedness to the 
various writers I have mentioned, as well as to authors to 
whom I refer in the body of this work, I may be allowed to 
point out that my own object is different from that of any 
of them. While occupied during my residence in Constanti- 
nople in the study of Byzantine history, I arrived at the 
conclusion that the diversion of the Fourth Crusade caused 
the introduction of the Turks into Europe, that the destruc- 
tion of the Empire of the New Rome was then virtually 
accomplished, notwithstanding its struggle for existence after 
the recapture of the city by the Greeks in 1261, and that this 
great European calamity was only brought about by a series 
of circumstances which rendered the New Rome at the 
moment of the attack by the Crusaders exceptionally weak. 
I came to the conclusion that the fall of Constantinople in 
1 204 was the necessary prelude to the Ottoman Conquest 
in 1453, and that the political consequences of the Latin 
Conquest thus place it among the most important events in 
European history. 

My object is to call attention to the political aspect of 
the conquest of Constantinople, to point out that the Empire 
had fought continuously and in the main successfully for 
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one hundred and fifty years against the forces of Asia, and 
had spent its strength partly in this struggle and partly in 
educating the races which had flowed into the Empire, and 
that it was only when it was struck in the rear that the New 
Rome was unable to defend itself ; that the conquest of 
the Empire was the final blow given after a long series of 
attacks by enemies on every side, and that the capture of 
Constantinople by the Crusaders was the cause which brought 
about the fall of the Roman Empire in the East, and rendered 
its ultimate capture by the Turks both certain and easy. The 
conquest of Constantinople was the first great blunder com- 
mitted by the West in dealing with the Eastern Question. 
That question really means whether Asiatic influences and 
an Asiatic religion are to be tolerated in Europe. * Europe 
for the Europeans,' might at all times have been its battle 
cry. Constantinople had been for centuries the strongest 
bulwark of defence against Asia. The men of the West had 
cver>' interest to maintain and to strengthen it. Instead of 
doing so they virtually let loose Asia upon Europe. 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTRODICTORY— FXTENT OK UMPIRK IN TWKITTH CKNTURY — 
ITS CONDITION AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 

The Grcck-spcaking Roman empire at the end of the twelfth Extent of 
century was very much smaller than it had once bc*cn. It is 
no part of my purpose to trace the history of its decline, 
further than to show what were the immediate causes which 
led to its weakness in 1 203, when the Fourth Crusade effected 
what is generally known as the I^tin Conquest of Constan- 
tinople. In the year 1200 the territory over which the 
Roman emj)cror in the East ruled no longer included any 
part of Italy or Sicily. Cyprus had been taken possession 
of by our Richard the Lion-hearted in 1190, and never 
again came under the sway of the em|x?rors. The Saracens 
had captured some of the fairest Asiatic provinces which 
had owned allegiance to Constantinople. The succoscs of 
the Crusaders had for a time established a kingdom of 
Jerusalem, and had won a considerable number of important 
places from the enemy, but as the century closed nearly all of 
them had been lost. The principality of Antioch. together with 
Ikjyrout and two or three other strongholds of less import- 
ance, were still held by the Christians. Hut the progress 
made under Saladin had threatened to drive every western 
knight out of Syria, and the \ ictories of the Third Crusade 
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had proved fruitless. Saladin, however, was now dead, and 
members of his family were quarrelling about the division of 
his territory. In Asia Minor the Seljukian Turks had firmly 
established themselves in the interior, with unbroken com- 
munication into Central Asia. But in 1200 a quarrel similar 
to that which was weakening the Saracens was dividing also 
the Turks. The ten sons of the famous Sultan Kilidji Arslan 
of Iconium had apportioned his empire among them, and 
were themselves quarrelling about the division. The Ar- 
menians and the Georgians, or Iberians, had again struggled 
into national life. Under Leo the Second the former had 
established themselves in Little Armenia around Marash, 
where they were destined to hold their own for centuries, and 
to play a part which recalls the struggle for independence of 
the Montenegrins down to our own time. The shores of Asia 
Minor on all its three sides, with the exception of a few 
isolated points, still acknowledged the rule of the New Rome. 
In the Balkan peninsula, at the close of the twelfth century, 
the empire, though still supreme, had many troublesome 
neighbours. The Normans had indeed been expelled from 
Durazzo and from Salonica. But on the north-west of the 
peninsula Dalmatia and Croatia had fallen under the rule of 
Venice, with the exception of two or three cities on the coast 
held by Hungary. Branitzova and Belgrade had been cap- 
tured by Bcla, king of Hungary, though Emeric, his successor, 
had not been able to extend his dominions further south. 
Volk, king of the Servians, held his own on the eastern 
frontier of Hungary, and was attempting to conquer territory 
from the Huns rather than from the empire. The Wallachs 
and the Bulgarians were unsettled, but were attempting, on 
the north of the Balkans, to shake off the imperial yoke. 
South of the Danube, as far westward as Belgrade, and thence 
westward still to the boundary of Dalmatia, the whole of the 
peninsula, with the exception of a territory pretty closely 
corresponding to the newly-established Bulgaria, remained 
loyal to the capital. 

Until the accession of the first of the Basils in 867, the 
empire is usually regarded as the eastern branch of the 
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Roman empire. With Basil, however, commences a period 
when its rulers had turned their attention almost exclusively 
eastward. Hence the empire is often spoken of as the 
Byzantine, rather than the Eastern empire. If the term 
Byzantine be used, it is important to recall that the empire 
was also Roman. The emperors and people called them- 
selves Romans, and their country, even by Western writers, 
was usually spoken of as Romania. The latter writers some- 
times indeed speak of the European portion of Romania as 
Greece, but no inhabitant of Constantinople would have used 
the term in this sense. The capital was called indifferently 
Constantinopl9 and New Rome, to distinfi^uish it from what 
its writers speak of by contrast as the Elder Rome. Through- 
out the East, Rome was the name which attached most 
completely to the city and Roman to the territory which it 
ruled. The Turks, the Arabs, and the Persians knew the 
capital by this name only. The people under the rule of the 
empire were known to them not as Greeks but as Romans. 
The descendants of these races still call the Greek-speaking 
population of the empire I-roum, or Romans. The language 
of the Greek- speaking population of the empire is still known 
as Romaic. The traces of the ancient name are widespread. 
The imperial city founded on the borders of Armenia is 
Krzeroum. The Turkish province in the north of Constanti- 
nople is Roumelia. The Patriarch of the Orthodox Church 
still commonly describes himself as Bishop of the New Rome. 

The language of the capital and of the empire had become, i^ingiugc. 
in the time of Basil, Greek. Latin lingered on in certain 
official formulas, and had supplied many technical words to 
common spcxxh, but. on the whole, the triumph of the lan- 
guage of the great mass of the people had Ik-cu as great as 
that of English over the Norman- French introduced into 
England by William the Conqueror. 

Under the Basilian dynasty — that is, from S67 to 1057 — i>ont;«>n 
the empire of the New Rome had attained its most perfect {irosVvr.ty 
development Everywhere it gave signs of good govern- 
ment and great prosjKTity. 

The imprc»ion left most deeply in the mind ol the reader 
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of the native historians of the Byzantine empire, down to the 
middle of the twelfth century, is one of strength, of success, 
and of a government with singularly few changes in its unin- 
terrupted prosperity. The organisation of the government of 
the empire was built upon the solid foundations of Roman 
administration and of Greek municipal government. From 
the selection of Byzantium as his capital by Constantine down 
to 1057, the machine of government had worked steadily and 
well. There had been few violent changes. There had been 
general accumulation of wealth. There had been security for 
life and property, and a good administration of law under a 
system of jurisprudence brought, indeed, from Rome, but de- 
veloped in Constantinople — a system the most complete which 
the human mind has ever formulated, a system which has 
been directly copied or adapted by the whole of modern 
Europe, and which is the foundation of every body of juris- 
prudence now administered throughout the civilised world. 
While the New Rome had thus given to the world a body 
of law which was far in advance not only of the civil law, 
but even of the law of the Pn-etor Peregrinus of the Elder 
Rome, the same city had developed and formulated the re- 
ligion of Christendom. Christianity and law were the bonds 
which united the various parts of the empire together. But 
there was, in at least the European portion of the empire, a 
spirit which made the inhabitants of the cities and provinces 
self-reliant, and to a great extent independent of the central 
government. Once that the communities were protected 
from external enemies, they had hardly any need of other 
protection. They formed their own police. They wished 
only to be let alone, to be allowed to engage in commerce or 
cultivate their own lands without being harassed by govern- 
ment. On the whole, they succeeded in their wish. Under 
the influences of Orthodox Christianity, Roman law, and the 
Greek spirit of individualism as represented in municipal 
government, a steady progress had been made, which had 
met with but few interruptions. No other government has 
ever existed in Europe which has secured for so long a period 
the like advantages to its people. 
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Under the rulers of the Basilian dynasty, a scries of abso- Success 

lute monarchs who were men of genius gave the country brought 

security and wealth at home and success abroad. The very ^"n'^h 

successes of these emperors had, however, tended to weaken ^cakenc 
. * the cmpi 

the empire. They had caused power to flow into the hands 
of the rulers. Centralisation became the bane of the empire. 
The spirit of municipal life was weakened. The attachment 
to the city or province ceased to exist. When the attempt 
was made to .ransfer local sentiment to the empire, it began 
rapidly to disappear. The subjects of the New Rome dwel- 
ling in remote provinces acknowledged its rule, but were in- 
different about its rulers so long as they had no heavier 
burdens to bear than their fathers. Thus, while outwardly 
the empire had become stronger under the Basilian dynasty, 
it had been actually weakened by the diminution of municipal 
and provincial spirit The .same system of centralisation con- 
tinued as long as the empire existed. Perhaps it was inevit- 
able that under the circumstances centralisation should be 
preferred by the emperors to local government, and should 
ultimately triumph. In the absence of the modem devices of 
representative institutions, of rapid communication, or of a 
press, the only government iK)ssible over a large extent of 
territory was absolutism. This might have been checked by 
IcKal municipal government, but the tendency of the emperors 
had been hostile to such governments. Municipalities were 
tmpcria in tmperio, and the indcinrndence they dcvelopcnl was 
unfavourably regarded by absolute rulers. The employment 
of foreigners as mercenary troops, and also very largely in the 
administration of government, was due to a desire on the 
part of the emiKTors to render themselves indeixrndent of 
their troublesome subjects. Still, the municipal spirit never 
altogether perished. The progress which the small Greek 
communities had made was in great part the result of the 
development of this spirit, which made the head of every 
household anxious to obtain the g(K)dwill of his fellow- 
citizens, and jealous for the reputation of the community to 
which he belonged. The great success of the Roman empire, 
and the long duration of that branch of it with which we are 
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concerned, is due to the fact that the municipal spirit had 
lasted during many centuries after the towns and cities had 
been brought into subjection to the empire. In the capital 
itself the population always preserved the forms of its ancient 
municipality, and usually had a voice in the change of 
emperors. Indeed, until the empire fell, it was always neces- 
sary to satisfy the population of the capital. Although it 
had no official representation, or nothing better than that 
provided by the trade guilds or esnafsy the populace of the 
city could usually obtain its object by the dread of a riot. 
Absolutism had gradually undermined the municipal spirit, 
and was always tempered by fear of the masses of the capital. 
The soldier had been separated from the citizen. Byzantium 
preserved the bad tradition of the Elder Rome, which regarded 
with jealousy the attempt of the soldier to become a citizen. 
It was the duty of the latter to pay taxes and furnish con- 
scripts, and the emperors had gradually found it more con- 
venient to receive payment in substitution for military ser- 
vice, and to find soldiers elsewhere than among the agricul- 
tural or mercantile population of the empire. The Roman 
citizen had at length been forbidden to carry arms. He was 
placed in subjection to Slavonians, to Italians, to Warings, 
and to other foreigners, some of whom were merely merce- 
naries, while others had been invited to settle in Romania in 
order that they might furnish troops to keep the Roman 
citizen in subjection. But notwithstanding these changes, 
the opposition of the masses was a popular power which had 
to be taken into consideration. 

It is difficult to form a satisfactory idea of what was the 



cniixTor. popular Conception of the position of the Roman emperor in 



the East during the tenth and two following centuries. But 
I would suggest that the Russia of to-day, with certain 
important reservations, offers a tolerably close analogy to the 
position under a Basilian emperor or a Comnenos. 

The traditional sentiment which had regarded the emperor 
as divinity lingered on long after the teaching of Christianity 
had made the holding and avowal of such an opinion impos- 
sible. Though the coins of Constantine and his successors 
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no longer proclaimed the emperor as a god, he still in the 
minds of his subjects retained many divine attributes. Ik;fore 
Constantine it was not merely that a divinity hedged in the 
ruler, but that the emperor himself was divinity. Although 
the adoption of Christianity by the State deprived him of the 
title, yet the popular idea would be likely to linger long. It 
became modified rather than completely changed, and had 
not altogether been forgotten even at the end of the twelfth 
century. In its new form it gave to the emperor the same 
position as a divine ruler which peasant opinion throughout 
Russia still attributes to the Czar. While, therefore, it is 
impcjssible for us to realise the attitude of mind which wor- 
shipped the emperor as divine, we may learn much from the 
curious analogy presented by the empire (»f the C/ar. In 
Russia the Czar, in the popular conception, is a sacred ixrrson 
ruling by divine authority, if not, indeed, through divine 
inspiration. In Russia alone would the mass of people feel 
no surprise if the ruler were to be sjxjken of as divine? In 
Russia alone are the ruler's acts unquestioned and unques- 
tionable by the bulk of the population? The halo of sanctity 
which still surrounded the Byzantine emperors was singularly 
like that with which the Russian peasant surrounds the Czar. 
Allowing for the presence in the nineteenth century of the 
ncwspajKT press, of telegrams, and of railwa\'s, which compel 
a certain attention to jKilitical movements, not only in Russia 
but in other countries, we have in this resjKXt a counterjnirt 
of the Byzantine empire during the Basilian epoch. All that 
the devcjut and ignorant Catholic attributes to the ro|)e, 
added to that which a country [)arson of the reign f>f 
Charles II.. who w;ls fully imbued with the principles of 
Filmer, attributed t*) the sovereign who was the Lord's 
anointed, the Kmi>eror f)f Russia is to his subjects and the 
early emjKrors of the New Rome were to theirs. 

The Conception was not prtHrisely the doctrine of the ( f.mjxin 
divine right of kings as such doctrine was deveU^j>ed in ,7." r> of 
Western Kurofx: after the Reformation, though there was much ^'^^1/"*^ 
in common between the two ideas. The more recent doc- 
trine was wiilely accepted, i)r<»bably because the Reformation 
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had, in England at least, attached to the person of the 
sovereign the attribute of supremacy in spiritual things which 
in the West had, before the Reformation, been conceded to 
the Pope. But in Constantinople, as at present in Russia, 
the emperor had always been supreme in things temporal and 
in things spiritual. The advocates of divine right in England 
based their argument on the assumption that certain families 
had been divinely chosen, and retained a divine right in con- 
sequence of this choice. In Eastern Europe the assumption 
was rather that an inspiration was granted to them on their 
appointment. A divine right of succession, so far as I am 
aware, never formed part of the popular belief The ruler 
was the * Lord's anointed,* and is so called by the Greek 
writers * of the twelfth century, but he was only entitled to 
be regarded as possessing this sacred character after he had 
been anointed. His selection was another matter, and the 
people of Constantinople never lost sight of the fact that they 
had a right to appoint an emperor when there was a vacancy. 
With this exception the right of the emperor was theoretically 
undisputed and indisputable. The conception of government 
was of an authority over the nation with which the people 
had nothing to do but obey its decrees. The duty of the 
government was to protect the empire from external foes, to 
provide security for life and property, and to give protection 
at sea to the commerce of merchants ; but also to propound 
the religious belief of the nation, and to be at once the 
guardian of its faith, its morality, and its orthodoxy. All 
the attributes which in the West were possessed by the Roman 
emperor as head of the State in things temporal, and by the 
Pope in things spiritual, were in Constantinople possessed by 
the Roman emperor alone. In this respect, indeed, the 
Russian Czar is the true successor of the emperor of the 
Greek-speaking Roman empire. 
Influence I^ut, as I havc said, important reservations must be made. 
munlcTpai ^'^^ ^'^ municipal spirit had never become altogether extinct 
spirit. In so far as the empire consisted of men of the Greek race it 
could never be wholly extinguished. And a large proportion 

* Xpterrhy 6yra Kvptov, Nicetas, p. 477. 
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of the subjects of the empire to the last were of the Greek 
* race. -The home of the Greek has always been the islands 
and shores of the ^gean and the neighbouring seas. The 
Greeks have always been rather a mercantile than an agri- 
cultural people. The islands of the iCgean have scarcely 
been influenced by the waves of invaders which have swept 
over the mainland on each side of it. The features of the 
race have by the genius of its artists been moulded into shape 
for all time in bronze or chiselled in marble, and the living 
counterparts are still to be found in abundance among the 
islanders of the yEgean and even on the mainland.' The 
spirit of the Greek was too much steeped in individualism to 
allow it to give the unquestioning obedience which is rendered 
by Slavs. Its traditions and its intelligence alike made it 
take an interest in the course of government, and thus to this 
extent made the condition of things in the Byzantine empire 
different from that which exists under the ruler of Russia. 

Thus it happens that while, when we reach the twelfth 
century, we find ourselves with abundant traces of a traditional 
sentiment in favour of absolute right, we find also equally 
abundant evidence of the dawn of the modem idea that the 
ruler holds a trust for the benefit of the ix?opIe, and is respon- 
sible to them. Trade and commerce had contributed largely infiiKncc 
to the introduction of this new view of government, though 
Christianity and ancient philosophy had also had a share in 
bringing about the change. The people of the capital were 
essentially a commercial people. The inhabitants of the 
leading cities of the empire were principally engaged in trade. 
Salon ica, Smyrna, Nicomedia, K(xlosto, and a host of other 
cities derived their prosperity from the fact that they were 
seaports frequented by merchants coming from far distant 
countries. The islands of the Archipelago and coasts of the 
/Egcan have at all times supplied great numbers of sailors. 
The movement within the empire itself for the purpose of 
government over so wide a territory as that ruled from Con- 

• Thi* U, aficr all, the *lrnngcsi argument against the conclusinn^ of Fall- 
mcni)*rf and hU hcbool, that there can harilly lie ^aiii to be any doccndants of the 
aocicfit Greeks. 
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stantinople must also have been great The result was a 
population in which there was an unusually large number of 
travellers. Travel brought intelligence and the profits of 
commerce brought independence. The interests of the popu- 
lation required security for life and property, and the people 
on many occasions showed that they were indisposed to 
tolerate a ruler who neglected these first necessities of a good 
government. We shall see that the population of the capital 
cared little for mere dynastic changes, but on many occasions 
showed resentment against rulers who tampered with the 
coinage, or who could not repress piracy and keep the peace 
of the seas. 

In the twelfth century the government of the country was 
in the hands of the emperor and the nobles. Many of the 
latter were merchant princes ; sometimes, indeed, men of 
imperial blood, but still men who engaged in commerce. In 
the dynastic struggles of the last quarter of that century, men 
belonging to the class of nobles were continually putting 
themselves forward, or being put forward by others, as candi- 
dates for the imperial throne. The frequency of such attempts, 
together with the support they met with, points to the fact 
that the monarchs were coming to be regarded merely as the 
persons chosen as rulers from the class of nobles. The nobles 
had lessened the distance between themselves and the em- 
peror, and as each generation passed had become possessed 
of a larger share of the government of the country. There 
was, indeed, nothing like a caste of nobles. One family 
became impoverished and sank into obscurity, while another 
family, like that of Angelos, rose from small beginnings, and 
by prosperity and alliances with the nobles rose to power, and 
ultimately furnished occupants of the throne. The power of 
the merchant princes had been continually increasing, while 
that of the emperor had been growing less. To such an 
extent had this change gone, that the rule in the capital itself 
had become not much unlike that which prevailed in Venice. 
The government was nominally absolute ; actually in great 
part oligarchical. There was the lingering tradition of the 
divine right of the emperor still strong in the provinces, and 
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not altogether forgotten in the capital, but there was also a 
control exercised by the merchants throughout the empire, 
and especially in the capital, which seriously modified the 
absolutism of the imperial rule. The actual government 
was, therefore, something between that which prevails in 
Russia now and that which prevailed during the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries in Venice. 

If, indeed, the comparison were restricted to Constanti- Govcrn- 
nople, the condition of things in the New Rome during the landed to 
later half of the twelfth century resembled far more closely ^ 
that which existed in the most prosperous days of Venice 
than that which exists or has existed in Russia. If the latter periods, 
empire is the successor and representative of the imperial rule 
of New Rome, Venice was in a still more striking manner the 
successor and representative of the greatness and also of the 
narrowness of the intellect and of the internal life of Con- 
stantinople. Each city was imperial in the sense that it 
domineered over the whole of the territory under its rule, 
and absorbed into itself the life, the intelligence, the wealth, 
the art, and the commerce of such territory. The palaces of 
the city of the Adriatic were built from the spoils of com- 
merce and by merchant princes, as were most of those of the 
city on the Bosphorus. The Great Church of Venice was a 
small copy of the Great Church of the Divine Wi.sdom ; less 
beautiful, less shapely, less harmonious as to its interior, though 
with the advantage of having had its exterior finished, which 
the earlier and larger church never had. The domestic as 
well as the earliest ecclesiastical architecture of the city of 
the Adriatic were the development of that which the Vene- 
tians had seen in Constantinople. The joyous life of Venice 
and its love of art were the reproduction of Hyzantine life. 
Like Constantinople, too, the source of all or nearly all its 
wealth was commerce. Trade was the life and soul of both 
cities. Their governments, indeed, differed, but the diflcrence 
was rather in form than in reality. If Venice, in the language 
of Wordsworth, had once held * the gorgeous East in fee and 
was the safeguard of the West,* she was so only as the con- 
tinuator of the work of Constantinople, which, as we shall see. 
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was in a far truer sense the first bulwark of defence against 
the advance of the hordes of Asia. Under the rulers of the 
Basilian dynasty, Constantinople had not only resisted all 
foreign invasions, but had carried the development of trade 
to a very remarkable extent. Roads, bridges, and security 
had made access to the coasts easy. Harbours, a powerful 
fleet, and freedom from restrictions in trade had encouraged 
commerce. 

With the end of the Basilian dynasty comes a time when, 
though very slowly, there begins a period of decline. This 
period I may place between 1057 and 1203, when the capital 
was captured by the Latins. By the latter event the long and 
prosperous history of the Byzantine empire was suddenly 
interrupted, and the European State which was by far the 
most advanced in civilisation was handed over to anarchy 
and subsequently to barbarism. At the beginning of this 
period of, speaking generally, one hundred and fifty years 
preceding the Latin conquest, the empire was still strong. 
In order to show how it had become weakened, it becomes 
necessary that I should describe at some length the events in 
which it took part during the period in question, and which 
were the cause of this weakening. 
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WEAKENING OF THE EMPIRE BV AITACKS OF THE 
SELJUKIAN TURKS. 

Constantinople during the century and a half preceding 
its conquest was an island amid a sea of peoples. On every 
side peoples were in motion, new races coming in, old ones 
being pushed aside. The Normans, who were troubling our 
fathers at this very period, were likewise troubling the Byzan- 
tine empire. The great wave of population from Central 
Asia, which was rushing westward, spent its force in the Balkan 
peninsula and in Asia Minor. Constantinople was the strong 
barrier at once against Asia and Arabia. Since the time of 
Mahomet all Western Asia had been in motion, and had been 
hurling itself on Europe. The Byzantine empire had fur- 
nished the strongest line of defence, and had hitherto held 
its own with a consummate ability to which Western Europe 
has never yet done justice. Huns, Bulgarians, Patchinaks, 
Avars, Comans, Uzes had passed to the north of the Black 
Sea, and had maintained a hold, for a time at least, over some 
f>ortions of the Balkan jx^ninsula or neighbouring territories. 
The Wallachs, the Croats, and the Scythians had repeatedly 
given trouble. Men of our own race, the Warings, had come 
with Russians, and had at an early i>eri(xl tried and proved 
the strength of Micklcgard. the imfXTrial city. The great 
movement, however, from Central Asia was principally felt 
in Asia Minor. Again and a^^ain during the nine centuries 
from Constantine was the empire able to beat off its enemies, 
but again and again was the attack renewed. During the 
last one hundred and fifty years preceding her fall, Constanti- 
nople was almost continually fighting the battle of civilisation 
against barbarism, and during that period she was afflicted by 
almost every ill that can distress a nation. She had defeated 
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external and internal foes. But these conquests, by their very 
success hardly less than by the expenditure of her force, were 
weakening her, and when, during the last quarter of a century 
which preceded the Latin conquest, she added to her other 
troubles those which arose from a series of dynastic revolu- 
tions among thoroughly incompetent men, she found herself 
too weak to resist the invader from the West. 

The troubles of the century and a half preceding her 
fall come respectively from the side of Asia and from that 
of Europe. Those from the former were the more serious, 
and arose from the attacks of the Turks — a race which 
had recently commenced to push its way southward and 
westward. The Asiatic hordes, known under the generic 
name of Turks, included various tribes spoken of some- 
times as Comans, at other times as Turcomans, and more 
rarely at first as Turks. The Patchinaks, the Uzes, and 
other less known divisions, were also occasionally called 
Turks. All who were called by this name were probably 
of the same stock as the ancient Scythians, who were famous 
as bowmen. The terms Scythian and Turk or Turcoman 
had come to be synonymous with each other and with bar- 
barian ; and Turk bears the same signification among the 
Moslem subjects of the Sultan to this day.* The people so 
designated came from Central Asia, and especially from the 
country which still bears the name Turkestan. They belonged 
to the Turanian race, and were thus cut off from the tradi- 
tions, the common stock of language, and the influences 
which have always formed a tie among peoples of Aryan 
origin. The central plains of Asia furnished during many 
centuries a constant supply of new emigrants of this race, 
who, from various causes — the commonest being probably the 
pressure of the Chinese— were constantly pushing their way 
to the VV^est. The inhabitants of these plains were then as 
now mostly nomads. The rich pastures which have been the 
rearing grounds of innumerable horses have enabled the 

^ The Turks call themselves Osmanlis. This is of course a modern name, 
and ought only to distinguish them from other Turks as \mng the descendants of 
Osman or Othman, the leader of the tribes who finally captured Constantinople. 
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people, on the several occasions when they have had a 
leader of military genius, to descend like locusts upon the 
countries to the West. The Tartar emperors are said to have 
maintained in the field for many years at least half a million 
of cavalry, and at all times the strength of the inhabitants of 
these plains has consisted in their horses and flocks. The 
early history of these races is involved in much obscurity. The 
Byzantine and Arab writers speak of Turks, Tartars, Mongols, 
Turcomans, and Scythians, and the Byzantines, sometimes 
even of Persians, without caring to distinguish between them. 
The Turks, however, arc ethnographically distinguishable from 
the Tartars,' though the two words are radically the same, and 
call attention to the fact that they were roving hordes, con- 
firmed wanderers, nomads, as the Bedouins and Turcomans 
are to-day. These wandering emigrants from Turan,' during 
the si.x centuries which preceded the final conquest of Con- 
stantinople by the division of the race known as the Ottoman 
Turks, caused a constant movement of the populations in the 

' I write Tartar instead of Tatar Ucause I agree with Dr. Koellc that the 
tifst is the form which the Tartars themselves uscmI until they came into contact 
with foreigners, like the Chinese and Russians, who had chanj^cfl the form of the 
w«»fd. A like cause has imluceil the Arabs and Turks to use the word Mogul 
instead of M^m^ul, a fnrm uhirh wc ciiriuiisly retain when sj>caking of the Great 
Mogul. Acmrding to Dr. K*»el!c's» view, Tartar is a du|dic;\ti'»n r»f a word signify- 
ing t'» nuive or to draw. Tartar therefore e^juaK * Move-move,' and thus accu- 
rately char.ictcriM s the iii^tinguishing jKCuliarity of the rare, .is it has always l»een 
known, and as it is rejires*. nic<l among the Turcomans of to-<lay. The derivation 
of the word fronj Tartarus seem* t«> have had its origin in an obvious pun made 
by St. I>ujis of |- r.mce. Writing to comfort his mother on the ra[)id .nlvance of 
the hortic of Mong<<ls in I241, he says : * We shall cither thrust Iwick those whom 
j»e call Tartars into their «mn places in Tartnrus, vs hence they come, or they will 
M.nd all of us to heaven.' The (i ret k \Milcrs use the form r^(^afN>i uniformly. 
The late Mr. O'Donovan inf- rinc-il me tb.n the accepleil derivation in Merv of 
the ^ord Turcofiian is from 'Tir,' ^ignif)iiig to <lraw, to sh<N>t, t»> nu>ve, and 
*crnnan,' an arnm, the latter Uing a Hord still well kno%%n. The name wouKl 
thiu signify UiVMnen, and i»ould not Ik: contrary 1«j the early rcputatii>n of the 
race. 

' I adopt the term Turan t«i di i^;riA!c the co\inir)' north of iVrNi.!. The 
Persian* calletl their o%%n c- untry Iran, aiid the Itar'aroiis lands t<J the north 
Turan, the nanK> •'if^nif) ii.g rt^IKCti^ely tlu- land of li^ht anil the land of dark- 
mss. This derivation is nn the NU|'j»i»->iiion that ihiy are of .\r)'an origin. Dr. 
K«M:lle (*()n Tartar and lixiK,' Journa* 1/ A*, ^-tija/n .S\n /r// , XIV. F'art 2\ 
hoHcver, *uggeits that Turan is t»f Tait.irTurk origin, fr»>m indeed the same root 
At thev: wonK, .uid v*ould theicfoic sigi.ity • ri-ifig,' m- »mjiaiiiou^ 
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north and in the east of the empire. Two great routes 
were open to them in their progress westward. The first, a 
broad strip of country lying on the north shores of the Black 
Sea, and bounded on the north by Little Russia, was the way 
in which the Bulgarians, the Hungarians, and, at a later period, 
the Comans, the Patchinaks, and the Uzes had entered into 
Europe. The second was to the south of the Black Sea, 
and was the way by which the larger division of the Turks 
harassed the empire and ultimately reached Constantinople. 

Returning, however, to the Turks before their emigration 
had commenced, the most famous division among them at the 
end of the tenth century was that of the Seljuks. The tradi- 
tional story of Seljuk, the founder of the tribe bearing his name, 
is that he was banished from Turkestan in consequence of his 
having forced his way into the harem of his father. Subse- 
quently he and his followers, who travelled as easily as the 
inhabitants of the same region do now, went southwards. 
After crossing the Jaxartes they pitched their tents in the 
country around Samarcand. They were a nomad race, terrible 
as fighters, and but slightly advanced in civilisation. They 
had neither towns nor fortifications, and little knowledge of 
agriculture. They pitched their tents wherever they found a 
place convenient for their flocks and horses. When they 
moved they struck their tents, drove away their cattle, and 
settled down as their descendants of pure blood do to this 
day in Central Asia.* The fact of their emigrating probably 
indicates that the followers of Seljuk were the most enter- 
prising men of their race. They brought with them from the 
north the energy of a cold climate, and found the task of 
conquest by no means difficult. They embraced Moslemism 
almost contemporaneously with their emigration southwards, 
and immediately commenced a religious war with all the zeal 
of newly-made Moslem converts. 

I propose in this place to point out what were the in- 
fluences of the religion of Mahomet upon this and similar 

' The account given by William of Tyre, writing circa li8o {Recucil cUs 
HUtor, Occidentaux^ p. 22) of the Turks whom he had seen in Asia Minor, would 
be singularly accurate as a description of the Turcomans of to-day. 
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barbarous nations who have accepted it. Such an examina- 
tion is not out of place if we would understand the progress 
which was made by the Seljukian Turks, and how they in- 
flicted a fatal blow upon the Roman empire in the East 

The history of the progress of Islam shows that wherever immediate 
a nation which has been given over to idol worship or to any Mahome- 
of the lower forms of paganism has adopted the simple creed {JJjneficiai 
of Mahomet, the immediate eflcct has been to produce a great 
advance in its national life. Religion usually forms a strong 
common bond among a people, but no religion has ever suc- 
ceeded so completely as Moslemism in causing barbarians at 
once to sink their diflcrenccs and to unite with fierce energy for 
the propagation of their faith. The success of Mahomet and i« early 
his followers had been mar\'ellous, and remains unexampled ^^^^ 
in hisloiy. The whole of Arabia had accepted Islam during 
the lifetime of the prophet. The Empire had lost Damascus 
and great part of Syria in the year after his death in 632. 
VWc years later the Saracens captured Jerusalem. In 640 
they took Alexandria. Persia and Egypt almost immediately 
aftenvards fell under their sway. In 668 they made an ob- 
stinate attack ujx)n Constantinople itself. Large conquests 
had been made in Central Asia. The Christian kingdoms of 
North Africa were rapidly wiped out, and the whole of Spain, 
with the exception of the north-western corner, had to accept 
the yoke of the Moor?. It appeared as if Western Euroj)c 
would have to share the lot of Christian S)Tia and Africa. 
The invaders passed the Pyrenees, and the fate of Euroj)c 
trembled in the balance, when the decisive victory of Charles 
Martel at the great battle of Tours in 732, exactly a century 
after the death of Mahomet, turned the scale in favour of 
Christianity, and rescued Western Eurofx? frcun the religion 
and law of Mahomet A few years before, namely in 718, 
Euro|>c had experienced a deliverance in the Exst of at least 
c<iual imi>ortance with that obtained at Tours. The strongest 
army which Arabia had ever furnished made an attack uiH>n 
Constantinople, and 180.000 men and a great fleet were utterly 
defeated by the military skill of the Hy/antine generals. The 
tide of Mahometan progress w;is, however, only momentarily 
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checked, and amid the conquests in the East as far as Sinde 
the failure before Constantinople was forgotten. 

Among the causes which contributed to this amazing suc- 
cess were the enthusiasm with which Mahomet had inspired 
his followers, the peculiar character of his teaching, and the acci- 
dental circumstances of the time in Arabia and Syria. Much 
was no doubt due to the enthusiasm with which Mahomet 
by his personal influence inspired his followers. Every 
Caliph or pretender to authority over Moslems has claimed to 
reign in his name. Mahomet to-day rules over Moslemdom 
in a sense in which Jesus does not rule over Christendom. 
Mahomet only claimed that he was the Apostle of God, and 
distinctly repudiated any title to divinity, and his followers 
have never asserted the higher claim. The Christian Church, 
on the other hand, has almost universally affirmed that Jesus is 
God. Yet the authority of Mahomet is much more absolute 
over Islam than that of the Divine Founder over Christen- 
dom. While Christians, or, to speak correctly, some of them, 
claim that the Bible is the only safe guide in matters of 
religion, all Moslems admit that the Koran is all that any 
Christians admit the Bible to be, and is, moreover, the rule of 
daily life in things temporal as well as spiritual. The Christian 
Church, in its various forms of organisation, has taken posses- 
sion of much of the power over the followers of Christ which 
belongs in Mahometan countries to the direct authority of the 
successors of Mahomet. The Prophet's acts and words con- 
stitute throughout Islam the standard of morality. 

The explanation of his influence is to be found in various 
facts— in the strong individuality and power of attraction 
which Mahomet possessed, *as one of the great governing 
and leavening minds of the world, one able to stamp his own 
image upon nations and generations ; * * in the character of 
his teaching, which in the short and simple creed repeated at 
least three times daily associates the name of the Prophet 
with that of God, whose greatness and unity are for ever 
insisted on ; but above all, I think, in the fact that the — 
character of Mahomet is one which is much more likely to 
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attract barbarous men than that of the meek and gentle 
Jesus. The 'White Christ * of our forefathers, the beloved of 
children and women, the Teacher who had not where to lay 
His head, who bade His followers when struck on one cheek 
to turn the other, who forbade His disciples to use force, who 
was in sympathy with the poor in spirit and who prayed that 
His murderers might be forgiven, whose religion demands 
self-sacrifice as the first of duties, appeals to those who are 
capable of a lofty ideal. The acceptance of Christianity has 
a humanising effect, which becomes the stronger the more 
thoroughly the people embracing it become imbued with the 
teaching and the spirit of its Founder. The claim that 
Christianity has done more than any other religion towards 
diminishing the amount of cruelty and suffering in the world 
is a just one. The Christian Churches, indeed, like most other 
human institutions, have had a tendency to become crystal- 
lised, to become the apologists of abuses, as of slavery and 
of others which they have found in existence. Progressive 
spirits have, however, always found teaching in the Hible which 
has enabled them to attack such abuses. Christianity has 
thus always been better than the teaching of the Churches. Its 
tendency is humanitarian, and at all times has supplied men 
with encouragement who have longed to realise a loftier 
ideal. It would be, jKrhaps, fair to say that the Christian 
Churches or sects which have most directly aimed at living in 
accordance with the teaching of Christ have been those which 
have been foremost in aiding every kind of work which has 
had for its object the benefit of humanity. Sclf-sacrificc for 
the benefit of others is of the essence of Christianity, and may 
yet, deriving its arj^uments from early Christian teaching, be 
capable of advocating opinions and bringing about results, 
the mere mention of which would shock the existing ortho- 
doxy of the Churches. But the teaching of self-sacrifice, 
meekness, and humility is repugnant to a barbarous anti a 
warlike people. A religious system which requires merely 
the acceptance of a simple creed, the first part of which is 
ennobling and the second a direct incentive to fij^hting. and 
which is coupled in the believer's mind with the conferring of 
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the highest rewards in case he dies fighting against the un- 
believer, is much more likely to be popular with a naturally 
warlike horde than a religion of lowliness and self-denial. The 
Moslem ideal during life and its heaven after death were in 
every way as welcome to the barbaric mind as those of 
Christianity were repugnant Mahometanism and Christianity- 
are alike missionary religions, and, judged by their fruits, the 
former has furnished equally as strong incentives towards the 
propagation of its faith as the latter. But the missionar>' 
spirit is widely different. Every Mahometan army was for 
centuries, and to a considerable extent even now is, an army 
engaged in Holy War. There have been Christian soldiers 
in plenty, but it has been only at rare intervals that there 
has been a Christian army which has believed itself engaged 
in a Holy War. There is and has always been a lurking belief 
among the followers of Jesus that fighting is an unchristian 
occupation, and that the Christian soldier is Christian in spite 
of his profession. Fighting the unbeliever is, to the Moslem, 
the highest of duties, because a missionary duty, and death 
in such a fight merits and obtains the highest reward. The 
Moslem soldier is the minister of God's will and of His ven- 
geance. His life may be impure, but he can atone for every 
crime as a fighter against the unfaithful, and, dying, can 
obtain the crown of the highest sensual felicity conceivable to 
a-barbarian. The religion thus appeals on the one side to 
the highest, and on the other to the lowest side of human 
nature. Hence it is that wherever Moslemism has been 
received it has been followed by a remarkable access of fight- 
ing power. The central fact which Moslem teaching insists 
upon in regard to God is His greatness. Christian teaching 
calls attention rather to His goodness. The daily prayer of 
the Moslem begins with the declaration * God is great,' and 
this declaration is repeated again and again in each recital of 
the ordinary daily prayer. The daily prayer throughout 
Christendom, common to all Christians as being that of theii 
Founder, begins with an assumption of the fatherhood of 
God. The cry of the Muezzin, which is ringing in my ears 
while writing these pages, is * God is great, God is great, 
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God is great! There is only one God, and Mahomet is His 
apostle. Come to prayer, come to salvation : God is great ! ' 
The diflerenc: in the lives of the Founders of the two religions 
is like that which exists between the two creeds. Mahomet 
is the warrior, the apostle to drive men into the acceptance of 
his creed if need be. Jesus is the meek and lowly, whom His 
followers have represented as wishing to draw all men to Him 
with cords of love. To barbarian converts the oft-repeated 
creed gives the great conception of Monotheism. It meant, 
God exists ; there is but one God, a living and a great God ; 
all these pictures of the Christians, these images of the 
pagans, this fire of the Persians, arc dead things. It meant 
the realisation that there is a God, whose greatness it is im- 
possible to realise. God*s prophet is Mahomet, and we are 
the ser\'ants of God, to accomplish His will, to put down His 
enemies, to kill pagans outright, and to subdue all nations 
who refuse to recognise the mission of Mahomet to carry out 
God*s will. The teachings of the Koran are unknown to the 
mtoss of the followers of Mahomet, as those of any religion 
are for the most part unknown to ignorant masses ; but the 
two doctrines known to every Mahometan, pnKlaimed uni- 
versally throughout Islam with the clarion-like clearness and 
constant reiteration necessary' for a popular creed, are that 
GckI is great, and that His will, as revealed through Mahomet, 
is to subdue the enemies of God and Mahomet. To recog- 
nise these doctrines and to live up to them is to be faithful, 
to refuse lo recognise them is to be an unbeliever. 

The feeling of superiority which such a revelation supplies Mam 
over races which have not acquired such knowledge gives \^ucm 
comj>aciness to the nation, all the members of which believe ^'*^'^***^ 
they are s[>ecially under the Divine protection. Translated 
into action, this portion of the creed means that it is the duty 
of those who have accepted Mahomet's teaching to regard as 
enemies those who have not so accepted it. The result was 
that an amount of fanaticism was created in fi^'hting, which 
at various times in the history of Moslem states has carried 
on their armies irresistibly to victory. The Moslem faith, 
with its sure and certain hope of black-eyed houris, has 
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always supplied a certain amount of fanaticism ; but Moslem 
fanaticism has always been at its height when its non-sensual, 
its great positive side, the revelation to men, who had ceased 
to believe in their idolatry, of the existence of a God, has 
first dawned upon its votaries. 

I am speaking here of the influence of Moslemism when 
it is first embraced by a savage or barbarous race, and it is 
with this period that I am mainly and almost exclusively 
concerned. There comes a time in the history of such a race, 
after its adoption of Islam, when other teachings of the 
religious system come into play, and when the poison of 
Moslemism begins to work. Family life is impossible where 
Islamism exists. Sensuality has everywhere been increased 
under its rule— a sensuality which causes directly and surely 
a moral and physical decay of the race. * Mahomet,* says 
Sprengel, who has written an exhaustive life of the Prophet, 
* became a licentious theocrat' Mahomet affirmed that his 
devotion was increased by the innocent pleasures of sen- 
suality and perfumes. Wherever his religion has had full 
sway the consequent increase of sensuality has always been 
the means of weakening the race. The modern Turks have 
diminished in numbers, have been incapable of advancing in 
civilisation, have lost ground, and have gradually become 
weaker through their sensuality, and especially through that 
form of it which is least known where Christianity prevails. 
The inevitable and invariable history of Moslem races after 
the first spurt has been spent which the adoption of Mono- 
theism had given them has been the same — decay in family 
life ; spasmodic attempts to bring about a revival of religious 
and political life ; steady but sure decay.* 

The fact that family life is impossible among a Moslem 
people, that to raise the position of womaa is contrary to the 
teaching of the Koran, that in common belief women have no 
souls and are necessarily degraded, is the great and un- 
answerable indictment upon which Moslemism must be con- 

' Or, as described by Mr. Palgrave, * Convulsive fanaticism alternating with 
lethargic torpor, transient vigour followed by long and irremediable decay ; such 
is the general history of Mahomcdan governments and races.' 
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dcmned as an enemy to civilisation. Weighed in the balance 
against the lowest and most degrading form of Christianity, 
it is found wanting. No matter how completely even an 
Abyssinian or Chaldean Christianity has forgotten the body 
of principles which Western Churches have treasured, it has 
yet never invented a theory by which it becomes degrading 
for a man to live as an equal with his wife and children. It 
has never tolerated polygamy or recognised the sinlessness of 
concubinage. It has never allowed marriages for a limited 
time,* or an almost unchecked jxjwcr of divorce an<J ex- 
change,' or allowed the husband to repudiate his wife without 
any reason being assigned and without warning. It has 
never made rules as to intercourse with slaves, which make 
the abolition of slaver}' impossible in Moslem states. Lastly, 
no form of Christianity or any other great religious system 
has ever offered as a reward to its followers a heaven where 
the enjoyments are purely sensual. The advance made 
under certain forms of Christianity has been often slow, but 
the fault cannot fairly be laid to the charge of Christianity 
itself Mahometanism, however, by debasing the race and by 
presenting a base ideal, makes progress in morals or civilisa- 
tion impossible. Whether Moslcmism be examined by the 
h'ghts of its sacred books, or historically, by the light of its 
practical working, it will be found to be baneful to the race 
which adopts it. I have suggested some of the teachings 
which make it a hindrance to progress, and which would lead 
an obser\er to condemn it d priori, I am willing to admit 
that thousands of Moslems are better than their creed. But, 
judging such creed historically, looking over the centuries and 
avoiding individual cases, if the practical rule, * Hy their fruits 
shall ye know them,* be applied, the conclusion cannot be 
evaded that Moslemism is a mischievous creed, and, except 
on its first adoption, is a distinct hindrance to progress in a 
nation." 

* Hughes''* S^tti CH .M^h^f^ifHiiianiim^ p. 17S. The Sui\is arc sai«l tc» ha\c 
■Ufj^tctl thi\ law, although the caviiu-\'» tliuncc virtually amnunis \u the Mine 
Ihing. • Sura, iv. iS. 

' What I h.-vxc ^x\A nn the ^nMnlityof M»>*lcnu%n» results partly fi -m my 
oun ol»s<r>nn «{ in'i;; reM<UiK*c iti Tuikcy an*l jaitly fr*>iii the nlfx-r\aii"iii 
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It was in the early stage of their history that the 
Seljukian Turks embraced Moslemism. The fierce northern 
energy of these Asiatic warriors became at once fired with 
religious'fanaticism, and their history continues to be for a 
considerable time an almost unbroken series of triumphs. 

Seljuk was succeeded by his grandson, Togrul, who was 
filled with fervour for his faith. After the conquest of any- 
city his first care was to build a mosque, and it was only after 



f a crowd of writers on the subject. Sir William Muir has many remarks 
the subject. He errs, in my opinion, in taking too charitable a view of 
Mahomet's personal character, as I trust that another great Oriental scholar, 
the Rev. Mr. Koelle, will shortly prove. But he says : * Polygamy, with the 
barbarous institution of servile concubinage, is the worm at the root of Islam, 
the secret of its decadence. By it the purity and the virtue of the family tie are 
touched ... the State itself too often crumbles to pieces.'— Z*/cf of Mahomnudj 
p. 60. A very thoughtful paper in the British Quarterly Revi^Vy April, 1S82, 
on * Mahommedanism and the Ottoman Turks,* from the pen of one who has had 
exceptional opportunities of forming a right judgment on the practical working of 
Moslemism among the Turks, and who is known to me as a cool observer, calls 
special attention to the deadly effects of the sensual teaching upon the Ottoman 
Turks. He concludes that the Turks * will become extinct as a race,' and adds 
that * the most potent cause ' of this extinction * is the inherent corruption of the 
people themselves.' He believes that * the sensual character of the Turks is 
derived from and nurtured to a very large extent by their religion. * He (Mahomet) 
was a sensualist, and his religion is a sensual religion ; ' and again, * The antipathy 
of the Christians to the Turks is due more to the dread of their sensual passions 
than to mere religious animosity. No Christian likes his children to associate 
with the Turks; especially is he careful to prevent his sons remaining alone with 
them.' This writer specially calls attention to the terrible prevalence of one forai 
of sensuality. Dr. Hamlin, the founder of the American College on the Bos- 
phoras, says {Among the Tttrks^ p. 349) : * The fourth and worst attribute of 
Moslemism is its sensualism. . . . The Mahommedan religion is found in the 
traditions more than in the Koran. The multitude know little of the Koran 
except through tradition : this is scnsualistic in the extreme ; it is untranslatably 
vile.' It would be easy to multiply testimony to show how completely sensuality 
has saturated the Ottoman Turks. Their ordinary language in anger is sufficient 
evidence to those who hear it. The Hon. Mrs. Digby, who died recently in 
Damascus, and who had had better opportunities, perhaps, than any other English 
woman of knowing what harem life is, spoke to me of the sensuality among the 
more res])ectable classes as being indescribably great, though an even more 
striking feature of such life, according to her, was its utter iml>ecility and childish- 
ness. In Harem Life in Egypt and Constantinople^ by Kmmeline Lett (4th 
edition), the writer says : * Their conversation (that is, of the ladies in a royal 
harem) invariably touched upon things which in Europe are regarded as criminal, 
abominably indecent, filthy, and disgusting.' Our own consular reports give 
abundant evidence that the Ottoman Turks arc dying out rapidly from natural 
causes. 
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the sacred building was completed that he ventured to lay the 
foundations of a palace. He extended the dominion of the 
Seljuk Turks eastward, southward, and westward. He made 
himself ruler of Persia. He inflicted upon Christendom a 
serious blow in the conque.'^^t of Iberia, the modern Georgia, 
and in the partial destruction of Armenia, which had hitherto 
existed as the first barrier of Christendom against the inroads 
of Asiatic races. Armenia had been invaded by the Seljuksor Togmi 
by other Turks as early as 1016, and from that time was the JJJ^* 
object of a series of attacks. The invaders, though often 
defeated, were as continually reinforced by new emigrants, 
tempted by the rich rewards to be obtained by the sack of 
wealthy cities and the plunder of comparatively civilised 
provinces. The city of Arsen was the principal object of one 
of these attacks. It had long bc^n the great city of Eastern 
Asia Minor, the centre of Asiatic trade, the depot for mer- 
chandise transmitted overland from Persia and India to 
the Eastern empire and Europe generally. It was full of 
warehouses belonging to Armenians and Syrians, and is 
said to have contained 800 churches and 300,000 people. 
Having failed to capture the city, Togrul's general succeeded 
in burning it. The destruction of so much wealth struck a 
fatal blow at Armenian C(»mmerce, and was the fir>t of a long 
scries of acts o[ destruction by which the Turks have marked 
the whole course of their dealings with Indo-Germanic 
I)o»ples, and have converted some of the richest and most 
IKipulous cities and provinces in the world into comparative 
deserts. The Armenians fought bravely even after the 
destruction of Arsen. To^ruTs army met them in great 
force in 104S, and a battle uas fought, which, though in- 
ilecisive, ct»mpc!Icd the general to change his plan of attack 
U|>on .Asia Minor. In the same year Togrul in person 
invaded the provinces of the Emperor of Cfinstantinople. 
The indeiKrndent principality of Kars w;us attacked by him 
and the Armenians were defeated, but in an attack U|>on 
Man/ikert Togrul was com|K'lIed to retire into Persia. In 
1052 he a;;ain invaded the Empire, but the Greeks with the 
aid of the VVarings, or, as they are generally called by the 
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Byzantine writers, the Varangians, marched to meet him in 
such force that the invaders did not venture to give battle. 
Eight years later he again attempted an invasion of the Kmpire 
on the frontier of Mesopotamia, but without any decisive result. 

Togrul had, however, obtained a success which added 
greatly to his influence over his followers and over Ma- 
hometans generally. There were rival claimants for the 
Caliphate, one of whom resided at Bagdad, the other in 
Egypt. Togrul threw the weight of his influence in favour of 
the Bagdad claimant, defeated and executed the chief of a 
rebellion against him, and then contrived to have himself 
named as the temporal substitute of the Caliph.* He thus 
became the Commander of the Faithful and Protector of the 
Mussulmans.^ Togrul died in 1063. 

His successor was Alparslan, *the Strong Lion,' who 
reigned from 1063 to 1073. 1^ is unnecessary for my purp>ose 
to attempt to follow in detail the career of this Sultan — a career 
which was one long series of attacks upon the dominions of 
the Empire in Asia Minor and upon the neighbouring states 
of Georgia and Armenia. The latter had developed a large 
amount of industry, commerce, and civilisation. Ani, the 
capital of Armenia, was taken by storm in 1064. The Prince of 
Kars in consequence of its capture made a degrading submis- 
sion, and was allowed to retain his principality as a vassal under 
the Sultan. Shortly afterwards he ceded his territories to the 
Emperor in exchange for the city of Tzamandos. The in- 
habitants of Kars, feeling that there was no security against 
the next Moslem invasion, fled westwards into Cappadocia or 
southwards to their brethren, who were yet to make a bold 
stand for independence under their native princes. In 1070 
Alparslan besieged and captured Manzikert. Various small 
principalities were established, the rulers of which endea- 
voured unsuccessfully to stem the advance of the Seljuks. 

* The title is * Emiroloumera, Prince of the Princes of the Supreme Head of 
the Empire of the Caliphs. '--Von Hammer, p. 12. 

' It is doubtful whether the investiture of Togrul was before or after 
the invasion of the Empire. Cedrunus and Zonaras place it before. Weil, 
Geschuhte dcr Chalifen^ iii. 87, i>laccs it after. Von Hammer avoids giving his 
opinion. 
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The barriers of the border states being thus broken down, They 
the Turkish hordes began to pour into the dominions of the ^i;^^ 
Emperor In an irresistible flood. The condition of Asia 
Minor offered a strong temptation to the invaders. We know its present 
it to-day as a country which does not contain a single city 
except Smyrna that would be considered as of third or fourth 
rank in England, France, or Germany. Smyrna is, indeed, 
rich and flourishing because of its irrepressible Greek popula- 
tion, and of its having had for centuries large colonies of 
Franks who, by means of the capitulations, are not under the 
curse of Turkish rule. Elsewhere the fertile districts of Asia 
Minor lie idle for want of roads to convey the produce to 
market. The absence of security for life and property makes 
the people careless about producing more than is necessary 
for the supply of their scanty needs. Famine, in some 
districts, recurs periodically, while there is abundance at no 
great distance. Everywhere the people are poverty-stricken 
and wretched. Large tracts of country which were once 
thickly inhabited are now so feverish that they have been 
altogether abandoned. Cities like Ephesus, which were 
populous and contained a highly-civilised community, are 
absolutely and literally abandoned, or, like Nic;ua, contain 
only a hundredth part of their former jxipulation, while the 
yellow faces and hollow checks of the unfortunate inhabitants 
show the continual presence of the devastating fever which 
Nature imposes as the penalty for allowing a city to fall away 
from civilisation. But Asia Minor, at the time of the invasion 
of the Seljuk Turks, was a country full of cities and towns in 
the midst of flourishing provinces. Its mines, nearly all of 
which have gone to ruin, were producing large sums for the 
government and private individuals, and were making the 
byzants of the New Rome the most imix>rtant medium of 
circulation even in Western Europe. Its rich soil brought 
forth a large supply of grain for export to the capital. Ever>'- 
whcre there were si^ns of a local life and local civilisation 
which had retained the features which Greek cultivation had 
stamiHxJ ui>on it Asia Minor has, a> yet, been hardl>' 
explored by the arch.tologist, but the ha^ty examination of a 
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number of travellers gives evidence of a wide-spread pros- 
perity in times not very remote. Out of the usual tracks 
taken by travellers in the interior of Asia Minor lie many- 
ruins of what have evidently been important cities, the former 
names of which no traveller has yet been able to identify, 
and this although the labours of several modern travellers, 
from Millingen to Mr. Ramsay, have identified a great number 
of almost forgotten cities. 

So far as one can judge from the evidence of modem and 
mediaeval travellers and of Byzantine historians, Asia Minor, 
at the time of the Seljuk invasion of Alparslan, was thickly 
occupied by races who were industrious, intelligent, and 
civilised —races with a certain mixture of Greek blood and 
mostly Greek as to language. The numerous provincial 
cities were the centres of civilisation. Their walls and am- 
phitheatres, their works of art, aqueducts, and other public 
buildings, give evidence of a long-continued sense of security, 
of peaceful and progressive peoples, and of a healthy muni- 
cipal life. Wealth was widely diffused. Given an industrious 
and intelligent people like the Greeks and the races which 
had inhabited Asia Minor within historic times, with a 
government sufficiently strong to secure peaceful occupation, 
and one which would not interfere to prevent the accumulation 
of wealth, and it is imposible that Asia Minor should not be 
wealthy. 

It was against this prosperous portion of the Empire, 
which had contributed largely to the wealth of the capital, 
that Alparslan turned his attention when the border states 
were no longer able to resist his progress. It is unnecessary 
to describe how he swept through and through the country-, 
and how the efforts of Romanes Diogenes were ultimately 
fruitless to arrest his progress. The Strong Lion of the Seljuks 
devoured many cities and devastated the fairest provinces. 
Cappadocia was laid waste ; the inhabitants of its capital, 
Caesarea, were massacred, and the great church of St. Basil 
was stripped of the wealth with which many generations of 
the devout had endowed it. Mesopotamia, Mitylene, Syria, 
and Cilicia were plundered. While the Emperor, at the head 
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of his army, was pushing forward towards Akhlat, on Lake 
Van, in order to protect the Armenian frontier, a band of the 
Seljuks passed him, forced their way through Cappadocia 
and Lycaonia, and reached Iconium, and having plundered 
the latter city made a hasty retreat with a large quantity of 
spoil. The career of Alparslan was, however, cut short by 
assassination in 1073. He was buried at Merv, one of the 
many districts in Central Asia which, once densely populated, 
has gone backwards in the paths of civilisation under Turkish 
rule. 

Alparslan was succeeded by his son, Malck Shah, in whose sdjukian 
reign the power of the Scljukian Turks attained its greatest u^bdghi 
height That power had been steadily increasing as new 
hordes of barbarians from the great central plains of Asia and 
from the surrounding countries, conquered in the name of 
Mahomet, were brought under its sway. Turkestan, the 
home of his race, including Bokhara and Samarcand, was 
annexed by Malck, and the rule of the shepherd Sultan was 
admitted at Cashgar. In addition to Persia and the countries 
just mentioned, his tcrriti>ry included at one time nearly the 
whole of what is now Turkey in Asia, Maiek was a man of 
cnerg>' and ability, and a master of the art of keeping one 
part of his dominions in order by means of the inhabitants of 
another. The Arabs, who despised and hated the Turks as 
sheepskin-clad barbarians, were yet compelled to admit not 
only the power but the desire for knowledge and the appre- 
ciation of science which Malek showed. The country over 
which he ruled has long been in the most complete anarchy, 
and it is difficult to conceive that about the eleventh century 
the strongest power in the world had there its seat. The 
Scljukian empire, however, broke up on the death of Malck, 
which took place in 1092, and, after a period of civil war. was 
divided into four parts. During the half ccntur>' which 
followed the death of Malek it again for a little time flashed 
into fame under Sandjian. who won renown in the Kast as 
the second Alexander ; but though the Seljukians maintained 
themselves for some time longer in Syria, and gave trouble 
to the Crusaders, the steadfast and able opptjsition of the 
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Empire prevented any Sultan being able to reconstruct the 
empire of Malek. 

Seijukian The Only one of the divisions into which the empire split 
divided up on the death of Malek with which I am concerned is that 
which was carved out of the dominions of the Roman empire, 
and of which the capital was, for the most part, at Iconium, 
a city which to-day, under the name of Konieh, retains some- 
what of a sacred character among the Turks, because of its 
connection with the first Sultans who obtained the right to be 
Caliphs. Sultan Malek, eighteen years before his death, had 
prevented a quarrel with Suliman,his cousin, by consenting to 
allow him to be Sultan of the Seljuks in the lands of the 
Christian empire. 

Roum^°^ V/ith Suliman there begins the famous line of robber 
chiefs who are known as Seijukian Sultans of Rome or Roum, 
or as Sultans of Iconium. Suliman made himself entirely 
independent of the Grand Sultan, Malek Shah. Hitherto 
the policy of the Turks in their conquests of Asia Minor had 
been one of simple destruction. Finlay goes so far as to 
say that their object was to depopulate the country to such 
an extent as would admit the establishment of permanent 
nomad encampments in the midst of uncultivated plains far 
within the frontiers of the Empire.* The history of the 
dealings of the Turks with Asia Minor had, at any rate, been 
such as would have been compatible with the existence of 
this intention. A long series of raids had been made, which 
had resulted first in the depopulation of the border states, 
and then in the impoverishment of the imperial provinces. 
What the Turcomans and the Moslem Kurds have been doing 
in Armenia under the rule of the Ottoman Turks during the 
last fifty years, the Seijukian Turks did during the century 
between 1050 and 1150, but with this difference, that the 
latter were in greater numbers, and had an irresistible number 
of men behind them. The result of each raid was the weak- 
ening of the Empire, which was the representative to the Turk 

» Finlay, ii. p. 33. My own impression is rather that the Turks were so 
entirely barbarous that their only conception of the use of land was as pasturage 
for cattle. 
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of Christian power. The great inducement of those who took 
part in these raids was the large amount of plunder which 
could be obtained from the wealthy inhabitants while fighting 
the battles of Islam. Either from the spirit of wanton de- 
struction, or to make sure of their plunder and to prepare 
their way for subsequent raids, they burned or otherwise de- 
stroyed the first towns and villages which they captured. As 
they progressed further into the interior of Asia Minor they 
began to rear their tents on the lands they had devastated. 
The Christian inhabitants were driven into the cities, or if 
they submitted were made rayahs and treated as serfs.* They 
struggled manfully against their fate. Over and over again 
the invaders were driven back ; but until the time of Suliman, 
although their inexhaustible numbers had always enabled the 
Turks to recover the ground which the rightful owners had 
been able for a time to re-occupy, yet the inhabitants of the 
Empire had never ceased to be united in regarding the in- 
vaders as the common enemy. Under the first Sultan of 
Roum, however, a remarkable change of policy was adopted. 
Suliman saw that so long as the inhabitants of the cities were 
against him, and were in communication with the capital by 
the great Roman roads, so long as there was a hostile agricul- 
tural population which could not be absolutely destroyed, so 
long would it be impossible for his nomads to maintain 
possession of the territory which they had conquered. He TheyaUv 
therefore determined to declare for the tenants of the lands «iih 
against their lords. The Byzantine nobles claimed rights f****"*^ 
over the village communities which cultivated the lands, as 
part proprietors with them. Sometimes thc<e nobles held 
their lands on a tenure which Englishmen would call fee 
simple, and had them cultivatcxl by slaves or serfs, or by both. 
Oftcner, probably, the village community wa^ co-proprietor 
with the noble in much the same way that prevails in the Mir 
system in Russia and in our own Indian village communities. 
Suliman allowetl these communities and the slaves or serfs to 

* ka)'ah uiJTiirK% liUfalJy 'nt 'r It jit oi |la^turl <^ f'»r the Sultan, anti u|>*>n 
mhi. fi afc hu '>rin<U am! in.irKv' The wt.ftl th.i. in 'iL.i't ^ the Ii^;lit in h hich 
l}try »rfc fct;jii«U»l. 
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become or remain proprietors on their paying tribute to him. 
In other words, he allured them to his side by confiscating- the 
share which had gone to the landlord, and by making the 
villagers exclusive proprietors of the soil. This policy was so 
far successful that an emigration began, which within a century 
grew to serious proportions, of Christians who flocked to obtain 
protection under the Seljuk Sultans from the troubles which, 
as we shall see, were pouring in upon the Empire. 



Settlement ^ Up to the timc of Suliman, though Asia Minor had been 



devastated by the Turks, as at an earlier period it had been 
subject to invasions by the Arabs, no serious attempt had 
been made to conquer and annex it. Circumstances, how- 
ever, favoured Suliman in his design to establish his followers 
permanently in the Roman empire. During the reign of 
Michael the Seventh, 1071 to 1077, a Norman soldier of for- 
tune whose name is connected with Scotch history, Russell 
Balliol, had undertaken to assist the Emperor in Asia Minor. 
He seems to have conceived the idea of carving out a princi- 
pality for himself, and took possession of Sebaste,the modem 
Sivas, in Pontus. An imperial army was sent against him, 
and was defeated near the source of the river Sangarius. The 
imperial generals were taken prisoners, and the victorious 
Norman marched to Chrysopolis, the modern Scutari, and 
announced his presence to the imperial city, a mile distant, 
by burning some of the houses on the shores of the Bos- 
phorus. Balliol, however, was well aware that as a foreigner 
he would be unable to obtain the imperial crown for himself, 
and he therefore determined to have an emperor of his own 
choosing. His choice fell upon one of the imperial generals 
whom he had captured, the Caesar John Ducas, uncle of the 
Emperor. In presence of a victorious army only a mile from 
his capital, with a defeated army in Asia Minor and rebels 
threatening him in Europe, Michael made an arrangement 
which was suicidal. He concluded a treaty with Suliman by 
which the latter was appointed governor of the provinces of 
which the Seljuk Turks were already in possession. In 
return Suliman undertook to furnish an army to support the 
Emperor. By this treaty the Turks were enabled to fix 
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themselves in the country with such success that their rule 
over Asia Minor was never shaken off. Balliol was given up 
to the Emperor Michael by the Turks, but after having been 
whipped and shut up in a cage like a wild beast, the Emperor 
was obliged, three years aftenvards, to request his aid against 
Briennias, who had rebelled. The Emperor in vain appealed 
to the Turks. Balliol gave his assistance, and, with the aid 
of the trusty Warings, defeated the rebel. 

Another claimant to the throne, Botaniates, almost im- 
mediately afterwards— in 1077 — ^^as proclaimed Emperor 
under the title of Nicephorus III. The Turkish mercenaries 
joined him, and with their aid he took possession of Nica:a, 
which from this time became for a hundred years a great 
centre of the struggle between the Turks and the Empire. 
His troops pushed on to Chr>'sopolis and Chalcedon, or, as 
they arc now called, Scutari and Kadikeui, immediately 
opix)site Constantinople. For a time the aid of the Turks 
appeared to render him invincible, but he was captured in 
1078, and his eyes were put out, the Warings again being the 
means of saving the reigning Emperor. 

It would be useless to attempt to follow in detail the s<'ijuks 
history of the struggle which went on between the Empire j^^rmoJa. 
and the Turks during the next centur>'. The essential fact 
to be noted is that the Seljukian Turks were able to establish 
themselves firmly in Asia Minor. They already held several 
out|><)sts on the Marmora, and were at times almost in sight 
of the liosphorus. Eastern and Western contemporary 
writers agree that nearly the whole of the south and west of 
Asia Minor had been conquered from the Empire by the end 
of the eleventh ccntur).' Their strongest iK)sition was at 
Nic.xa, the ancient capital of the Empire, a city which was 
well fortified, and was only about seventy miles from Con- 
stantinople. 

The Turks had thus, in the course of a centur>% pushtil 
their conquests to within sight of the New Rome. Their 
progress had been steady, in Npite of a series <>( defeats. At 
the same time the Saracens in Syria had placed the whole of 

• Will, .»f T)rc. III. I. vcl. L pp. 112, 113. 
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the Christian population in subjection. The Empire had lost 
almost as much territorj'^ in Asia as it possessed in Europ)e. 
The statesmen of the capital were fully alive to the necessity 
of using their utmost efforts to arrest the progress of their 
countless enemies. Unfortunately, at the time when Suliman 
was gaining his greatest success the Empire had other 
enemies to meet. Robert Wiscard, the Norman, was attack- 
ing it on the south-west at Durazzo, and had succeeded in 
destroying the Italian exarchate over the two Sicilies, while 
another branch of the Turks was making war in Europe on 
the north-eastern frontier. Still, as we shall see, the New Rome 
was yet to make a stout resistance against its Asiatic foe. 

While the Byzantine armies had been defending Europe 
on the East, the more intelligent of the statesmen in the West 
had not failed to observe the danger to Christendom from the 
continual attacks of the Turks and the Saracens. Among 
such statesmen the Popes were pre-eminent. They had their 
own quarrel with the Byzantine empire, a quarrel which was 
all the more bitter because it was founded mainly on the 
rejection of the claim of supremacy advanced by the elder 
Rome, but they nevertheless saw that the Empire was fighting 
the battle of Christianity against Mahometanism, and that it 
was the interest of the West to help. Hence, as early as 
1074, Pope Gregory the Seventh summoned all Christian 
rulers to unite their forces in favour of the Eastern Emperor 
against the Turks. A few months later he again called upon 
all the faithful to go to the aid of the Empire against the 
miscreants. Four years after the Pope's summons the Turks 
had become more formidable than ever. On the one hand, 
they had received new strength from an irruption of fresh 
hordes from the East, who knew no other occupation than 
war, no other wealth than plunder, and, on the other, their 
power was strengthened by the appearance of another pre- 
tender to the imperial throne, who had applied for and 
obtained their assistance, and who, in return, delivered 
several fortified cities to them. An Armenian writer of the 
period ' describes the kingdom of Roum under Suliman as 

' Haiton. 
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extending from the Euphrates to Constantinople, and from 
the Black Sea to Syria. Anna Comnena, the daufjhter of 
the Emperor Alexis, says that every part of the Empire was 
at this period attacked with mortal convulsions, that the 
Turks overran and ravaged the East, whilst Robert Wiscard 
lighted up the fire of war in the West, and that the Empire 
had never been reduced to such a pitiable weakness.* 

Suliman, who took the title of Ghazi on account of his 
successes over the Christians, made Nicasa the base of opera- 
tions against the Christian population all round him as far as 
the Bosphorus, and levied taxes within sight of the imperial 
city itself.' 

Alexis, the first emperor of the great house of Comnenos, Alexis the 
did his best to drive away the invader ; fought him and ^^^""^ 
defeated him, and might possibly, as his daughter thinks, 
have recovered the Asiatic provinces, if the attack of Robert 
in the west of the empire had not compelled him to make 
jxrace. As it was, he succeeded in obtaining a treaty by 
which Suliman promised that he would not pass the river 
Drakon.* A little later the difficulties in the western portion 
of his empire compelled Alexis to ask assistance from the 
Turks, and 7,000 men were sent* to his aid. When the 
Emperor had defeated his western invaders he attempted 
again to check the inroads of the Turks. The governor of 
Nicara, Aboul Cassim, had violated the treaty, and the Turks 
were again on the shores of the Marmora. Their ruler was 
Kilidji Arslan, the son of Suliman, who became Sultan in 
1095, is often spoken of by Latin writers under the same 
name as his father. 

But now new actors appear on the scene. The same rru^ci<-5 
month in which Kilidji Arslan became Sultan witnessed the 
departure of Peter the Hermit from Jerusalem to preach a 
crusade. In the autumn of the next year, Godfrey de Bouil- 
lon had started for the East with ten thousand cavalry and 

• Ann. Omi. III. chap. vi. • Will. ffT)fc, 112, II3. 

• Ann. Com. III. c. 7. Thi-* wa'. in K^Sl. Thi- l>fftWi n runs m*., the C.ulf uf 
I*mi<lt o|>{M^^ite the mmlcm (iih^th. lUlcnt'jH U-*, ilic m^-Itrn Valuva, wa* ocof 
itk muuth. 

• .Knn. Com. V. c. 4. 
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seventy thousand foot. The history of the early Crusades 
does not concern directly the purpose I have in view. It is 
sufficient at present to note that though the Crusades de- 
livered many blows against the Turks as well as against the 
Saracens, they greatly disorganised the Empire. In many 
instances they grossly disregarded the rights of the subjects 
of the Greek empire. They regarded the latter as schismatics 
and insulted them on account of their religion. Wrangling 
as to the price of provisions was inevitable when a large army 
was suddenly thrown into a thinly populated district. Ac- 
cording to the illustration of Gibbon, the shepherd had prayed 
for water, and the Ganges was turned from its channel into 
his grounds and swept away his flock and cottage. Alexis 
had asked for help, but a devouring host had forced its way 
through his dominions. There were reputed to be half a 
million of Crusaders who left their homes and who marched in 
more or less disorderly fashion to the Holy Land. Anna 
Comnena describes the army as like the sand of the sea or 
the leaves of the trees— as Europe loosened from its founda- 
tions and hurled against Asia. 

But it was in Asia Minor that the First Crusade met with 
its chief difficulties, and the obstacles which the Crusaders 
found it impossible to surmount gives us a fair gauge of the 
difficulties with which the Empire had had to contend. Once 
cnnadcrs more Nicaea became the centre of interest. The ancient 
n/oeI which had in great part formulated and had given its 

name to the creed which is common to all Christians was, as 
we have seen, in the occupation of the Turks. The Church of 
the Divine Wisdom, where probably the second General 
Council was held, had become a mosque.* Kilidji Arslan had 



* Gibbon says, in speaking of the appearance of the Crusaders before Nicsea 
(vol. vi. Bohn's edition, p. 386) : *The divinity of Christ was denied and derided 
in the same temple in which it had been pronounced by the first General Synod of 
the Catholics.' This is a mistake. The temple which Gibbon had in \new was 
the ancient church of Hagia Sophia. This was converted into a mosque, which 
is now in ruins, but still l)cars traces in its form, and in the remains of fresco 
painting and mosaics on its walls, of its Christian origin. I visited and made a 
careful examination of it in April 1882, and have no doubt whatever that it is of 
Byzantine origin, and that it belongs to the middle period of Byzantine architecture. 
It is built, like most of the Byzantine churches, on the model of the Church of the 
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done all that he could to make the city impregnable. Its 
walls, built partly under the rule of the Roman emperors 
immediately after the commencement of the Christian era, 
but mainly by the Byzantine emperors, were strengthened, 
and the city was prepared to offer a terrible obstacle to the 
progress of the Crusaders. In May 1097, Godfrey de Bouil- 
lon and a host, variously estimated, and no doubt exagge- 
rated, at from 300,000 to 700,000 men, arrived before Nicaea 
and laid seige to it A more imposing army had rarely 
appeared even in Asia Minor. Its leaders would have been 
glad to push forward without delay to the Holy Land, but it 
was impossible that they should leave the capital of the 
Turkish kingdom in their rear. The ancient city stands at the 
eastern end of the beautiful lake Ascanius, which is about 
thirty miles long. It has no navigable outlet to the Mar- 
mora, or rather to the Gulf of Moudania, though there exists 
a small stream by which it might be connected with the gulf. 
The lake supplied it with abundant fish, and as the Crusaders 
were without boats it was almost impossible to deprive it of 
its supplies from the southern end of the lake. 

The Crusaders found among the hills near the city the 
remains of the first band which had pushed forward in the 
vain hope of taking Nicita by a rush. This band had been 
led by a certain Reynard, and with them had been Teter the 
Hermit, who seems to have sunk into oblivion after the 
crusade got fairly under way. The sufferings of these 
Crusaders had been terrible. The few survivors were con ered 
with rags or were entirely naked, and were dying of starvation. 
They had been utterly crushed by Kilidji Arslan. The great 
body of Crusaders under Godfrey, when they encamped to 
resist the attacks of their enemy, used the countless bones of 
their brethren to aid in constructing the fortifications which 
they hurriedly threw up for their defence. 

Kilidji Arslan had left his family within the besieged city. 
The Sultan himself had remained outside to harass the 

I>i%'inc \Vivl»»m at (\mstantinttplc, an«l U ihcnfurc lonj; vuliM^nuint u* the 
rorrting of the fir%t (icficrol Synml in 325. It may, hi>wc\cf, have Iccn the 
meeting pUcc uf tht v.c<<ml licncral 1 <'\itKjl hcl«l in Nicta. 
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besiegers. The neighbouring hills enabled him to do this with 
safety to himself, but with terrible loss to the besiegers. After 
a siege of six or seven weeks it became evident that the 
numbers of Crusaders were overwhelming. The city was 
attacked on three sides. The enthusiasm of the besiegers 
was fired by the renown of Nicaea, the birthplace of their 
creed. The Sultan soon found that he had an enemy to deal 
with far different from the undisciplined hordes which Peter 
the Hermit had accompanied. The religious zeal of the 
Crusaders was at its best. Priests went daily through the 
host, urging the warriors to obedience, to prayer, and to 
courage. * This mass of warriors,* says Baudri,* * was the 
image of the Church of God, and Solomon could have said on 
seeing them, " How beautiful art thou, O my well beloved ! 
Siege and how like to a tabcrnacle of cedar ! " * * The two armies,' says 
N^aea! Matthew of Edessa, * attacked with equal fury ; the horses 
shrank from the clash of arms, from the whizzing of arrows ; 
the plain was covered with javelins and the dSris of war.' 
As the siege progressed both parties became more bitter in 
their hostility. The Crusaders imitated the Moslems in bar- 
barism. Christian knights cut off the heads of their enemies, 
and tied them to their saddles. A thousand of these heads 
were hurled by the besieging machinery of the Crusaders into 
the city. Another thousand were sent as a trophy to Alexis 
in Constantinople. On the other side, the besieged threw 
down boiling oil on the besiegers, and defeated many at- 
tempts made to destroy the walls. The breaches made during 
the day were repaired during the night. To prevent the 
Turks from receiving provisions by the lake, the Crusaders, 
in the seventh week of the siege, transported a considerable 
number of boats overland from Civitot, the modern Guemlik, 
into the lake. The besieged were at once astonished and 
discouraged by this manoeuvre, while the besiegers pressed 
on the siege with renewed vigour. No part of the walls was 
left unassailed. A breach was at length effected, and one of 
the strongest towers was undermined and fell. The day 
after, the wife of the Sultan, with her two children, in en- 

' Bibliothiqm des CroisadeSy t. i. 
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dcavouring to escape by the lake, fell into the hands of the 
Christians. On every side were indications that the city must 
shortly surrender. The surprise of the Crusaders was there- 
fore great when, one morning at dawn, they saw the standard 
of Alexis, the Emperor of Rome, flying triumphantly above 
the walls. 

The first thought among the soldiers of the Cross was 
that they had been betrayed ; but the better informed among 
them were aware that Alexis had come upon the invitation of 
their own leaders. He had been asked to send his own 
troops to take possession of the city, in order that the 
Crusaders might be left free to pursue their march towards 
the Holy Land, and might not be exposed to the delay and 
demoralisation of plundering a hostile city. They were not 
there to plunder imperial cities, but to fight the infidel. 
Alexis had reached the city on its water side by taking his 
boats overland from the Gulf of Moudania into the lake.' 

The loss of the Crusaders is put down as 13,000 men, 
that of the Turks at 200,000. When the victorious army 
began its advance into the country its troubles recommenced, 
and the men of the West learned by experience with what an 
obstinate enemy the Empire had had to contend. Stragglers 
frc m the army were cut off, and before it advanced one-tenth 
of the distance to Antioch it was met by the Sultan at Dory- 
leon. After a battle obstinately fought on both sides, the 
Crusaders were again victorious, and the Sultan had to beat 
a hasty retreat, in order to seek the aid of his fellow-country- 
men in the cast of the kingdom of Roum. Had the Emperor 
been in a position to have followed up the victory of the 
Crusaders, Asia Minor might again, with the aid of this great 
army from the West, have been replaced under the rule of 
Constantinople. There was even a disposition on the part of 
other Moslems to abandon the Turks. The Arabs then, as 
now, expressed contempt for their ignorjince and barbarism. 
The Sultan of Kagdad requested the Crusaders to drive them 
out of Jerusalem. The Crusaders replied to the Sultan of 
Eg>'pt, who had represented that Syria belonged to the 
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Saracens, that the Turks had only acquired the rights of 
robbers. In June 1098 the Crusaders took Antioch ; but the 
conquest almost proved fatal. Before they could provision 
the town which they had taken, 360,000 Turks surrounded it ; 
when, at the last extremity, the Crusaders were encouraged by 
the fraudulent discovery of the holy lance, or, according to 
other accounts, one of the nails, which pierced our Lord, and 
obtained a great victory. A hundred thousand Turks are said 
to have been slain. The enemy's camp and baggage was 
captured, and the Turkish general himself was killed. A year 
afterwards — namely, in 1099 — Jerusalem was taken by assault. 

Thus by the army of the First Crusade, as well as by the 
troops of the Eastern empire, the Turks had been seriously 
defeated. Victories had been gained over them which, under 
ordinary circumstances, would have been decisive. Three 
large armies had been destroyed ; but every defeat was fol- 
lowed by a new advance of the enemy. Central Asia was 
always pouring in a new supply of recruits ready to fight for 
Islam and the plunder of the New Rome. As it was in the 
eleventh century so also it continued to be during the twelfth. 
The first eighty years of the century was an almost unin- 
terrupted period of war between the Empire and the Turks. 
The superior discipline and civilisation of the Empire gave 
them on many occasions the advantage. The Greek accounts 
of victories may fairly be looked on with suspicion ; but 
Armenian and Moslem historians relate many defeats inflicted 
on the Mahometans. 

Meantime the lands in Asia Minor were falling out of 
cultivation or were being occupied by the invaders. That 
which had been a mere conquest in the eleventh century 
became a devastation or a settlement in the twelfth. Cities 
which at the beginning of the century had been populous, 
well built, and prosperous, were in numberless instances falling 
into ruins, while the inhabitants had been ruthlessly slaugh- 
tered.' The war, like most religious wars, even when religious 
fanaticism is only present on one side, had become one 
of great cruelty. Quarter was rarely asked or given. The 
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imperial armies were fighting for their homes and hves, the 
Turks for Islam and plunder. 

Scarcely a year had passed between the opening of the 
century (when the first Kilidji Arslan, Sultan of Iconium, was 
reigning), and 1 192, when the second of the same name died 
without a battle being fought between the Greeks * and the 
Turks. In 1105 the latter had again obtained possession of 
Nicaea. In 1108 the Greeks destroyed an army of 24,000 
men which had pillaged the country around Philadelphia.* 
Four years later the Emperor Alexis found that a new band 
of Turks from Khorasan ' had arrived and was ravaging 
Bithynia, These were attacked, and with such success that, 
according to one writer,* these Khorasan Turks were never 
again seen ; according to another,^ they vanished like smoke. 
While the Empire was obtaining these successes over the 
Turks, the Crusaders, who had established themselves in the 
north of Syria, were continually struggling against them. 
Still their numbers enabled them to hold their own against 
the soldiers of the West as well as against those of the 
Emperor. In 1 1 1 1 the province of Gihon was taken from the 
Franks, and the next year Baldwin, the Count of Edessa, a 
principality which the Crusaders had established around the 
city of that name to the north-east of Alcpi>o, found an in- 
numerable army of Turks marching towards his territory.* 

Two years later, in 1114, Alexis is again fighting the 
Turks in the neighbourhood of Nica;a and Nicomedia, the 
modem Ismidt, under the leadership of Saison or Malekshah, 
Sultan of Iconium, the son of Kilidji Arslan.^ Following up 
the victories he obtained, the Emperor pushed on to Iconium, 
where he found what is again described as an innumerable 
horde of Turks ravaging the country, and captured the city 
of Philomelium, near Iconium. Saison, utterly defeated, had 
to sue for peace, and obtaincnJ it on condition that the Turks 

• It i% (lifVu ult tt» av(ti<l the nf the trrni. The |Kttj»lc callcil ihcmvtlvci 
Ktimaiw, ihtmjjh the Ilj/nntiiic wrilcrs tlicm tlvt-^ «< c.Tvion.UIy c.illol tluin tirccl.^. 
« Ann. Cc.m. XIV. • Ann. Com. XIV. 

• /onaras XVI 11. 27. ' Michael Klycas II. 624. 

• Matthew of l"Mev^i, 212, * Ann. Com. XV. 
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should remain content with the territory occupied by them 
before the defeat of Romanos Diogenes.^ 



New incur- In 1 1 26 another division of the Turks appeared in the 



north of Asia Minor under the leadership of Tanisman, an 
Armenian renegade, who had with him also a considerable 
band of Persians. The family of Tanisman contained the 
fiercest and most redoubtable enemies, says Nicetas, which 
the Empire had seen in that age. Tanisman had captured 
Castamouni. The Emperor, John Comnenos, allied himself 
with the Sultan of Iconium against him and his successor, 
Mahomet. Such alliances were, however, always risky, and 
Mahomet was able to induce the Sultan to break faith. The 
Emperor laid siege to the city of Gangra, south of Sinope, and 
took it.'^ But his triumph was of short duration. The Mos- 
lems returned after the departure of John Comnenos in great 
numbers and recaptured Gangra. Thenceforward for the 
next ten years the war was of a desultory character, the Turks 
being opposed by the Armenians and the Crusaders in the 
east and by the troops of the Emperor in the west. The 
nearest approach to a peace with the Empire since the Turkish 
hordes had left Central Asia was during this period. 

In 1 1 39 the Turks gathered in force on the Sangarius, a 
river running northwards into the Black Sea, and flowing in one 
part of its course about twenty miles to the east of Nicomedia. 
The Emperor attacked them, and continued the war until the 
enemy had again been driven back as far as Nco-Caesarea. 

In 1 144 the Turks were once more upon the shores of the 
Marmora in great numbers. They were chased back as far 
as Iconium. The country occupied by them around that 
capital was plundered, and a desultory war was carried on, in 
which the balance of advantage was always with the Greeks. 
Wherever the Turks could be fairly met they were defeated 
by the superior discipline of their enemy ; and the enemy, 
knowing this, employed his strategy principally in endeavour- 
ing to avoid a pitched battle. 

The Emperor John Comnenos died in 1 143, and was 

» Zon. XVIH. 27 ; Ann. Com. XV. 377. 

' Nicetas, c. vi. This author often speaks of Persians and Turks indiscrimi- 
nately when his intention is to signify Moslems simply. 
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succeeded by Manuel, a prince of great ability. To add to 
the new Emperor's difficulties, the preparation for a second 
crusade, which was to pass through the whole extent of his 
dominions, divided his attention and required all his efforts 
lest the very deluge of men which was to pass through his 
territory should utterly overwhelm it. 

In 1 147 the German division under King Conrad was the Second 
first to enter the Empira 900,000 * men are said to have attacks on 
crossed the Danube. Another division of Crusaders, under Turks. 
Roger of Sicily, was pillaging Thebes and Corinth, in the 
south of the peninsula, while the King of France and 
70,000 horsemen had entered and were devouring the pro- 
duce of a wide track from the Danube towards Adrianople. 
While the attention of the Emperor was directed towards the 
task of lessening the mischief done to his territory by the 
pa.ssagc of Christian armies, the Turks were pouring into the 
fertile province of Lydia, occupying the country on both sides 
of the Meander, and making their way to the shores of the 
/Kgcan, where the inhabitants then as now were almost ex- 
clusively Greek in race. Hcfore the year 1 147 was over, 
Conrad had encountered and defeated them on the Meander. 
The battle was a severe one. The Turks refused to allow the 
Germans to cross, and they were in sufficient force to justify 
them in making a stand. But they were unable to resist the 
attack of the Crusaders, and were utterly defeated. The battle- 
field was covered with the dead. Nicetas says that one might 
judge of the extent of the slaughter by the great hills of 
bones which were there, and which he himself had seen and 
marvelled at.' The battle, however, had been so severe that 
Conrad's march was for a time arretted. He retreated, with 
his army greatly reduced in strength, owing to this battle and 
to disease, and fixed his head-quarters at Nicaa, in order to 
await the arrival of Louis. The French king was not far 

• Here an<l cl-wcnhrrc I the n»iinl» r> .is tlu y .irc rccofdttl in the chronicler. 
I hive very hltlc <l-.ul»t lhai they are aUa)-. lar^:^!) e\.\^^;cralttl, hut nn mean\ 
cxUl *>f checking; them. 

' AVii*4'//, NK tt.i'., p. 264, The notes ..f the U rtrnol iilil«>r in vol. ii. of the 
lainr, p. 277, thros* tl<uiM on llie aNscrti m thai the laulc was «» severe as 
Nicirtajk th€»ut;hl. 
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behind, and on New Year's Day, 1 148, had his first encounter 
with the Turks, likewise on the shores of the Meander. Again 
the common enemy of Christendom was defeated. Before the 
year was over, Mahsoud, the new Sultan of Iconium, had 
raised an army sufficiently strong to capture Marash, which 
was then, as it is now, the centre of a large Armenian popula- 
tion. His victory was followed by the usual devastation of 
the neighbouring country. Within a year he had succeeded in 
taking possession of the whole of the Crusaders' principality 
of Antioch, with the exception of the city of Antioch itself. 

The war was continued against the Turks by the Emperor 
Manuel and the Crusaders until 1155. The former were 
again beaten and compelled to surrender the territory they 
had recently recovered. The death of Sultan Mahsoud in 
1 1 56 did not interrupt the war. His empire was divided 
among his three sons.* Kilidji Arslan, to whose share 
Iconium had fallen, was the most powerful. Another son, 
the Sultan of Cappadocia, quarrelled with Kilidji Arslan. 
The Emperor Manuel sided with the former and marched 
to assist him. Apparently before his arrival, the Sultan of 
Iconium deemed it best to lay down his arms and submit 
himself to the Emperor. Kilidji Arslan was taken to Con- 
stantinople, and a triumph was ordered to do honour to the 
occasion. He was well treated— received, indeed, with too 
much honour, according to the opinion of the inhabitants — 
and promised to assist the Emperor in future.'* No sooner 
had he quitted Constantinople than he broke his promise, 
and commenced a scries of attacks on the cities which the 
Emperor had recently recovered in Asia Minor, 

Within the next five years two other Moslem nations 
gave trouble to the Empire — the Persians and a new detach- 

' Nicclas, Man, IIL 6. 

' Nicctas, in. chaps, v. and vi. The presence of a Turkish Sultan was 
evidently a great shock to the Constantino|X)litans. • God hindered the triumph,' 
says Nicelas, * by an earthquake, which shook down the finest houses, and by 
various other signs of His displeasure.* The priests said, and the Emperor was 
not far from agreeing with them, that Gotl would not jjcrmit an infidel to be 
siKCtator of a triumph in which the relics of the saints and the standard of the 
Crobs were to have been the chief ornaments. 
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mcnt of Turks from Khelat. George, King of Georgia, which 
had struggled into hfe again, attacked the Lord of Khelat, 
who had come with 80,000 men, and succeeded in defeating 
him. The war which he conducted on the frontier went on 
with var>'ing success until 1 166, when George was defeated, 
and the city of Ani was abandoned to Kilidji Arslan the 
Second. During the whole of these later years Manuel had 
been fighting the Turks, and had been steadily gaining upon 
them, and in 1167 we find him endeavouring to rebuild or 
repair Pergamos, Adramyttium, and other cities of Asia Minor. 

The war, however, broke out again in the year 1 175. The 
immediate cause of the renewal of hostilities was the recon- 
struction by the Sultan of the fortifications of Doryleon, a 
strong position on the river Sangarius. The neighbouring 
district had been found peculiarly convenient for the pastu- 
rage of the flocks of his nomad hordes. These hordes ravaged 
the country, burned the villages of the Greeks, and were doing 
their best to complete the devastation most natural to Turkish 
rule. 

The Emperor collected a large army, consisting in part of x^c Em- 
Scrvians and Hungarians, upon the river Rhyndacus. The ^^^^j^,, 
Sultan's army was reinforced by a body of Turks from dcfcaicd. 
Mesopotamia, and probably also from Armenia. Unwilling, 
however, to risk a battle, he sent to beg for peace on any 
terms. The Emperor replied that he would treat only at 
Iconium, and continued his march towards that city. Summer 
had already arrived. The Greeks suflcred greatly from the 
heat The Turks attacked them while wearied with hot 
marching and inflicted a severe defeat. Many of the best 
s(»ldiers of the Empire perished. The EmjKrror himself 
escaped covered with wounds. The ne.xt day the Turks con- 
tinucfl the attack and the Greeks retired. The whole country 
about the Meander was ravaged, and the Emperor received 
the most serious check he had yet had from the Turks. 
Again, however, he rallied, and in 1 179 the Sultan was com- 
pelled to cede the city of Iconium to Manuel. The Turks, on 
their side, were soon able to reojK^n the war and to recapture 
several cities. 
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In 1180 the Emperor Manuel died, and there commenced 
a series of dynastic struggles in which pretenders for the 
throne of Constantinople sought the aid of the Turks. His 
successor, Alexis, was a boy who reigned less than three years, 
and who was bowstrung at the age of fifteen. His murderer 
became Emperor under the title of Andronicos. On his 
accession to the throne a considerable party refused to re- 
cognise his authority, and his enemies declined to surrender 
Nicaja and Broussa. Both cities, however, were captured 
under circumstances which I shall have subsequently to 
narrate. In 1185 Andronicos was deposed. His successor, 
Isaac Angelos, found himself surrounded with difficulties 
which were all but insuperable. There were invaders from 
without ; there were pretenders to the throne within the Empire. 
In the first year of his reign he was compelled to promise an 
annual tribute to the Sultan of Iconium. Andronicos had 
made a treaty with Saladin, the Saracen leader, by which he 
had promised to aid the latter against the Sicilians and in 
conquering Palestine, on condition that Saladin should assist 
him in taking Iconium, and providing that Palestine should 
be held as a fief of the Empire. This treaty was renewed by 
Isaac Angelos, notwithstanding his promise to pay tribute to 
the Sultan of Iconium. Probably no treaty could have better 
shown to what straits the Emperor was reduced. Saladin 
proceeded at once to the conquest of Palestine, and captured 
in 1 1 87 the cities of Acre, Caesarea, Jaffa, Nablous, Ramleh, 
and a number of others,* finishing his campaign by the capture 
of Ascalon and Jerusalem itself 

The taking of Jerusalem was followed by an appeal of 
Gregory the Eighth to Germany to join in a new crusade. 
Saladin meanwhile observed his part of the treaty made with 
Isaac. He sent to Constantinople the Greek captives whom he 
had released and valuable presents. His envoys were received 
in the capital with great respect. On his side the Emperor 
renewed the treaty with Saladin, and returned presents even 
more valuable than those which had been sent by the Moslem. 

Meantime the Turks were active in hostilities. The 



' Michaud, iv. 201. 
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dyn«xstic struggles which had commenced in the capital had 
weakened the Empire. During a hundred and twenty years 
a series of victories had been obtained over the Turks, who 
had been jXTpctually harassed and constantly defeated. Now, 
however, that in consequence of these dynastic struggles the 
efforts of the New Rome were relaxed, they began at once 
to make headway. They plundered Laodicea, and struck 
wherever they found the Roman garrisons weak. Finding 
that the new army of the Cross would give trouble to the 
Kmperor. the Sultan of Iconium sent to Frederic Barbarossa, 
offering him every assistance in his p^ussage through Asia 
Minor to the Holy Land. The Crusaders were raising the Differences 
hopes of the Sultan of Iconium, while the Emperor was i?|})y^t"ana 
receiving the ambassadors of Saladin. A game of cross [l^^*^"^' 
purposes continued for some time, the representative of the 
Roman empire in the East allying himself with the Arabs 
against the Turks, the representative of the Roman empire in 
the West allying himself with the Turks. While it is impos- 
sible to avoid regretting such a division in Christendom, it 
must be admitted that the Greeks were right in concentrating 
their efforts against the Turks. Peace with the Turks was 
virtually impossible ; all alliances with them by the Crusaders 
came to nought. When the Crusaders had passed over into 
Asia Minor the Turks continued fDr a time to be friendly and 
furnished them with provisions. S<H)n, however, their friend- 
liness ceased. It was, in fact, impossible that the passage of 
an enormous army, certainly not short of a hundred thousand 
men, should not arouse the h(jstility of the inhabitants of the 
country through which they were passing. Troubles soon 
arose which broke up the unnatural alliance. 

In I188 Kilidji Arslan had divided his empire among his DiMSM.nof 
ten sons.' The division shows how entirely the Turks had KtllpKc" 
come to recognise Asia Minor as their own. There can 
be little doubt that this division diminisheil their strength, 
l^forc a year had passed there were wars between them, with 
which, however, we are not concerned, except in so far as they 
facilitated the task of the Crusaders in pushing their way to 

* Von Hammer, i. 29, an*l tu>ic xu. 



Digitized by 



THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



the Holy Land. In the spring of 1 190 Koirtbeddin, to whose 
share Siwas had fallen, attacked the army of Frederic. During 
a month's hard fighting, in which, according to some accounts, 
300,000 Turks were beaten,* Frederic was entirely successful. 
In one battle 5,000 Turks were slain. After Iconium had 
been captured, amid a slaughter in which 27,000 of the enemy 
perished, Frederic continued his march. When he neared 
Alexandretta he received offers of assistance from Leo of 
Armenia, who was engaged in attacking the Turks. The 
incident is interesting as showing the vitality which remained 
in the Armenian kingdom, and suggests that under a very 
slight change of circumstances a strong Christian kingdom 
might have been re-established from Alexandretta to the 
Caspian, which might have been maintained as the first line 
for the defence of Christendom. Leo continued to give aid 
to the Crusaders, and at length, in 1200, during the internal 
divisions among the sons of Kilidji Arslan, he received Kai 
Khosroe, the Sultan of Iconium, as a fugitive seeking his 
protection. In truth, the Seljukian Turks had become so 
completely weakened by the continual attacks of the Empire, 
and by the partial damming of the stream of emigrants by 
the re-establishment of Armenia and Georgia, that after the 
severe losses suffered at the hands of the German Crusaders, 
they are scarcely heard of until after the fall of Constanti- 
nople. 

sitniRRie The long struggle against this brave, fanatical, and per- 

hausied sistcnt enemy had, however, wearied out the inhabitants of 
Empire. ^gia Minor. The exactions of the Empire, in order to meet 
the invaders, made the population ready to accept any con- 
ditions which gave a reasonable hope of peace. Many of the 
Christian subjects of the Emperor took advantage of the 
inducements which the leaders of the Turks began to hold 
out to them, and emigrated from the imperial territories into 
those of a sultan who governed better than usual. 

The sketch that I have here given of the struggle with 
the Seljukian Turks shows how formidable was the diflficulty 
which they constituted for the Empire. They were defeated 

' Tageno of Passau. 
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in a long series of battles, and yet they continually renewed 
the struggle. Great armies were slaughtered, and yet new ones 
shortly after took the field. The victory of the Empire was 
on several occasions so decisive, and the number of Turks 
slain so great, that the Romans might well think themselves 
justified in believing that they had annihilated the foe. The 
Crusaders, too, inflicted what they thought to be crushing, 
and what were really very serious, blows. But the constant 
flow of a stream of immigrants from Central Asia recruited 
the strength of the invaders, and Romans and Crusaders were 
alike powerless to put an end to their progress. The Empire 
had, as we shall see, other and powerful enemies to contend 
against. The struggle it had maintained for a century and 
a half against the Turks, and the loss of revenue from so 
wealthy a territory as that which it had lost, had greatly 
weakened it. The cost in men and money had drained the 
imperial treasury, and compelled the Emperors to inflict a 
burden of taxation upon their subjects greater than they could 
bear. No fact could show more conclusively to what despe- 
rate straits Asia Minor had come than that Christian popu- 
lations should have voluntarily exchanged the rule of the 
Empire for that of the Turk. Whole districts had been 
allowed to go out of cultivation. Villages had disappeared. 
Cities of ancient renown were rapidly dwindling down to 
insignificant villages, or were becoming altogether forgotten. 
Asia Minor, instead of being a source of strength to the 
Empire, had become one of weakness. The increasing 
attacks of a barbarous horde, whose losses were immediately 
supplied by the stream of barbarians whom the ho[>e of 
plunder and religious fanaticism attracted, had lessened the 
strength of the Empire, largely exhausted its resources, and 
diminished its reputation. 
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CHAPTER III. 



WEAKENING OF THE EMPIRE BY ATTACKS FROM THE NORTH. 

In order to understand how it came to pass that during the 
last century and a half before the Latin Conquest the Empire 
was almost continually receiving attacks from the North, it is 
necessary to recall what was the position of the capital in 
regard to the populations of the Balkan peninsula. As the 
frontier guard of Europe, Constantinople had had constantly 
to fight frontier battles against the races of Asia in their march 
westward. During many centuries a great forward movement 
of these races had been going on along the north shores of the 
Black Sea, and when the twelfth century closed this move- 
ment had not altogether ceased. 



Remains of Constantinople, as I have already said, during the rule of 
iiTBaJkan^ the Byzantine emperors, had been like an island amid a sea 
peninsula, peoples. On its north, its west, and its south, hardly a 
generation had passed without some great change in the 
masses of people who had been submitted to its rule. Neither 
the people of Constantinople nor the bulk of the inhabitants of 
the Balkan peninsula were of Greek origin. The efforts of 
comparative philologists have not yet conclusively decided 
how to classify the Epirots, the Thracians, and even the 
inhabitants of Macedonia. What is certain is that to this 
day the Balkan peninsula is strewn with wrecks of races which 
represent successive waves of population that have flowed into 
Europe from Asia. The shores and the islands of the yEgean 
were inhabited in Byzantine times, as they are now, by people 
of Greek origin. The lUyrians, whose descendants are the 
present Northern Albanians, occupied parts of Dalmatia, 
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Bosnia, and Herzegovina, as well as the country now held by 
their descendants. Between the Balkans and the Carpathians 
were great settlements of Slavs, who had held their position 
from a time preceding the Christian era ; and, so far as the 
north of the peninsula is concerned, this fact may be taken as 
the starting point in any examination of the settlement of the 
peoples who subsequently swarmed into the Empire. That 
position, before the time with which I am concerned, had been 
successively disturbed by the inroads of various races. In 
view, however, of the importance which has always attached 
to the Slav element in the Balkan peninsula, and of the 
influence of its members upon the various populations with 
which they came in contact, it is necessary to remember that 
they were among the first and most widespread of the races 
which inhabited that great district within historical times. 
It has been contended that the Slavs had even settled so far 
south as the Peloponnesus itself, and the evidence in support 
of this theory has been the statement of the Byzantine writers 
that in the west of that peninsula there were people, called 
Slavs by these writers, who were of a different race and who 
s|Kjke a different language from the Greeks. It has, however, 
I think, been clearly shown that while in the capital these 
settlers were regarded as hostile, their Greek neighbours of the 
same pcrifxl looked upon them as brothers and as liberators. 
In all probability they were Albanians— a people who in the 
Middle Ages were regarded as the descendants of the Mace- 
donian race to which Alexander the Great belonged.* 

The Huns, a Turanian people, had in the fifth century The Hun$. 
inx'aded the territory of the Slavs, devastating whole provinces 
and creating wastes for their cattle. They formed part of the 
great Asiatic race which was destined to give so much trouble 
to the Empire and finally to overthrow it The Byzantine 
writers correctly called them Turks.* Like all of their race, 
they were a nomadic jxrople. During the ninth and tenth 
centuries they overran Illyria and Macedonia, and had 

* Sec preface to fh-cumenti hu'^tts rilattfi h P I/tjtoirc ,/< /<i 6"/.\c au Moyen 
/f^T, bjr C. N. SathiA J'aris iSSo-, ^hcrc ihc authontic!» arc colJccicd. 

• Leo CWammat, p. 45S, cd. Tarii. 
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devastated Attica. After the many incursions of these and 
other similar races, we continually find that, while they are 
compelled to abandon most of the territory they have 
plundered, they leave in it isolated settlements which remain 
permanently, usually keeping distinct for many generations, 
but generally becoming merged after a time in the surround- 
ing populations. Thus Anna Comnena mentions a colony of 
Huns at Orchrida in the eleventh century, although when she 
wrote the boundaries of the kingdom of Hungary were fairly 
well established, and very far to the north of that town. At 
an early period a number of them were converted to Chris- 
tianity. Such portion sought the protection of the Emperors 
and usually received it, being planted in isolated colonies in 
various parts of the Empire. Many of these colonies retained 
their language until quite recent times.* Ultimately the 
whole of the Huns became Christian, and at the close of the 
twelfth century constituted an important Christian state. 
They were always a turbulent people, and gave constant 
occupation to the imperial forces. In 1182 they were un- 
usually troublesome. During the dynastic struggles in Con- 
stantinople, Maria, the dowager empress and widow of Manuel, 
was accused of having urged her brother-in-law, Bela, King 
of Hungary, to invade the Empire and to attack Branitzova 
and Belgrade, and this while she had been acting as regent 
for the boy-emperor, Alexis the Second. She was tried, found 
guilty, and executed. Thereupon Bela, her brother-in-law, 
entered the Empire and devastated the neighbouring provinces. 
He was successfully opposed, but he continued hostile as long 
as he lived. In the Crusade of 1 189 he gave all the assistance 
he could to Frederic Barbarossa. The great army of that 
prince, intended to attack the Saracens, was hardly less 
troublesome to the Emperor of the East, and was greatly 
aided by the Huns, the Servians, and the Bulgarians. The 
latter devastated the country around Sophia. Frederic him- 
self pushed on to Philippopolis, destroyed it, and then, wasting 
the country as he continued his march, went on to Adrianople. 
The news of his conduct had preceded him, and he found the 



• Pouquevillc, Voyage de la GrhCy iii. p. 74. 
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city deserted. At Adrianople he received hostages from the 
Emperor, and left for Gallipoli, on the Hellespont, where 
barges had been prepared for his crossing. His march 
through the Empire had left a broad tract of wasted territory 
and of burnt villages. Bcia kept the field against the Empire 
after Frederic had passed into Asia, and until 1196, when he 
died, treated it always as hostile. The history of the Huns 
is, generally speaking, that of the various other races which 
entered the Empire. At first they came on with a rush which 
appeared almost irresistible. They were defeated, were too 
numerous to be expelled, and were allowed to settle in the 
Empire ; became troublesome subjects, and, as the Empire 
became weak, acquired independence, while always retaining 
an attitude of hostility towards the Empire. 

Shortly after, or almost contemporaneously with, the nrsiap- 
arrival of the Huns, a first detachment of the Bulgarians l^^BuT^- 
movcd westward from the Dniester, and, passing the Danube, i.>,?^ 
established themselves in the country which now bears their 
name. In the sixth century a band of Slavic origin had 
pushed on to within sight of the Marmora, committing every 
kind of horror. As, however, they failed in obtaining a 
permanent settlement in the Empire they need not be further 
mentioned. In the same century the Lombards had swept 
across the peninsula, and bands of Visigoths had in their 
passage left colonies which settled around Salonica, The 
A\ ars had crossed the Danube, and had been permitted to 
settle in the Empire after their king had passed like a scourge 
through the peninsula and had been defeated by Belisarius 
The Avar invasion had destroyed nearly every trace of OfAvar*. 
civilisation in liosnia, Scrvia, Bulgaria, and Albania. The 
devastation caused by these enemies was complete. They 
had swept away the liulgarians. They had destroyed all the 
buildings in the districts through which they passed. Ruins 
of well-constructed temples, churches, aqueducts, and other 
buildings are to be found at every step south of the Rhtxlojxr ; 
north of it the Avars have destroyed every such sign of 
civilisation. 

The Sla^ s who are now found in Dalmatia and in Lower 
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Illyria are the descendants of men who were driven forward 
The suvs. by the Avars. The number of Slav emigrants had been so 
great that a process of absorption commenced in these coun- 
tries, by which the earlier inhabitants had become by the end 
of the twelfth century as much Slavic as they are now. 
William of Tyre says that in 1097, when the Crusaders passed 
through Dalmatia, the inhabitants of the coasts spoke Latin. 
Behind them, however, the people were Slav-speaking, and at 
the end of the twelfth century Slav had superseded Latin 
everywhere except at a few points on the coasts. 

The forward movement of the Slav population extended 
throughout the Balkan peninsula. The Servians soon held 
possession on the Dalmatian coasts at Ragusa and Cattaro, 
and in the north have always been able to maintain their 
position. The isolated settlements of the Slavs in Macedonia, 
some of which had formed at one time an autonomous state/ 
either totally disappeared or were absorbed by the Greeks or 
the Bulgarians, 

Second A new detachment of Bulgarians in the seventh century 

Bulgarians^ appeared and took possession of the delta of the Danube, 
pushing on as far as Varna. They came from Black Bulgaria, 
a half-civilised state on the Volga, which disappeared in the 
thirteenth century during the Mongol invasion. They were 
probably a Uralian people allied to the Finns. On their re- 
entry into the peninsula, they had to contend with the Slav 
population between the Danube and the Balkans, and soon 
became firmly established in the country they have ever since 
inhabited. The country north of the Danube, now called 
Roumania, and formed out of Wallachia and Moldavia, was 
often called Bulgaria by the Byzantine writers. There is, 
however, no reason to believe that the Bulgarians ever, in any 
considerable numbers, occupied it. Their extension was 
rather southward and westward at the expense of the Slavs, 
the Greeks, and other inhabitants of the Empire. At the 

• The Drugubites occupied the plain of Macedonia. Spriiner, in his map of 
the Byzantine empire at the time of the Crusades, makes this Slav people occupy 
the centre of Macedonia from the Balkans to Kdessa. It was probably never so 
extensive in either direction. 
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opening of the ninth century military colonies had been 
established along the whole length of the Balkans on the 
Bulgarian frontier. During that century the Empire was 
engaged in a continual struggle against the Bulgarians, but, 
while any great advance southward was prevented, they 
pushed across the peninsula as far as Durazzo. When they 
had thus won their position they had not yet become 
Slaviciscd, though Slavic names begin to appear at a very 
early period, and ultimately their own language was entirely 
forgotten. During the tenth century they were attacked on 
all sides, but held their own. In the eleventh century the 
Byzantine emperors tried something like a policy of ex- 
termination, and Basil the Bul^^aroctonc, or Bulgarian slayer, 
commenced the execution of this policy by making a broad 
belt of waste country across the peninsula to Durazzo. In 
the twelfth century we find the Bulgarians settled in isolated 
colonies in the neighbourhood of the capital itself, just as 
they are to-day. In like manner there were Slav colonies in 
various parts of the southern portion of the peninsula. In 
the neighbourhood of Mount Olympus, which is now princi- 
pally occupied by Wallachians, there was also a Slav people. 
Indeed, the peninsula was dotted over with small settle- 
ments of the races which had invaded the Empire. At one 
time the interior of the Balkan peninsula was constantly 
spoken of as Slavinia. The Bulgarians, however, were a 
numerous and powerful people, the boundaries of whose 
tcrritor>', though continually shifting, were always wide ; and, 
up to the moment of the Latin Conquest, were always a 
source of weakness to the Empire. 

Another stream of people which had passed into the The 
Empire along the broad tract to the north of the Black Sea ^'^^ 
were the Patchinaks. Like the Huns, they, too, were of 
Turkish origin. They had occupied Wallachia and Moldavia, 
which for centuries was the battle-ground of the races coming 
from Asia, of those who had already arrived, and of the 
Empire. They had on one side of them the Huns or Mag>'ars 
from whom they had conquered their territor>', while on the 
other they were pressed by a new division of Turkish origin, 
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The Uzes. namely, the Uzes. The latter came in such numbers that, in 
the eleventh century, the Patchinaks were defeated, and had 
to seek refuge in the Empire. Protection was afforded them, 
but they were always unruly subjects. Some of them had 
embraced Mahometanism, while others were pagans ; all 
were barbarian nomads. Towards the end of the same cen- 
tury the Uzes swept over Moldavia and Wallachia, crossed 
the Danube, and devastated the country as far south as Mace- 
donia.* The imperial troops, with the aid of the Bulgarians 
and the newly protected Patchinaks, succeeded in driving 
them across the Danube. Even in this case, however, per- 
mission was given to some of them to establish settlements in 
Macedonia. 

As we approach 1200 we find the Patchinaks a constant 
source of trouble. In 1148 a division of them crossed the 
Danube and invaded the Empire. Under the vigorous rule 
of Manuel they were driven back, but they returned again 
and again, and in 11 86 and 11 87 united themselves with 
the Bulgarians to pillage Thrace. Their hostilities were 
encouraged during the last years of the Empire, when the 
dynastic struggles helped to weaken it. In 1200 they laid 
waste Macedonia. Their race, however, was almost run- 
Another division of the great Turkish horde was already 
The attacking their rear. These were called simply Comans, the 
Comans. g^cond half of the word Turcomans.^ Like so many of their 
predecessors, they had come from Central Asia by the great 
tract of country between Russia and the Black Sea. Their 
struggle was at first confined to the territory which forms the 
modern kingdom of Roumania. They are described, like 
other Turks, as of nomadic habits, armed with bows and 
arrows, lances and shields, and drinking mares' milk. In 
1200, while the Empire was troubled with a host of other 
enemies, the Comans ravaged Thrace, but were compelled to 
withdraw to meet an attack on their rear by the Russians. 
Yet again they returned with the Wallachs in 1201. 

• Zonaras estimates their numlxir at 60,000. 

• The Hyiantine writers are always loose in their geography, and sometimes 
confound the Comans with the Tolofzcs, a Finnish people which still inhabited 
what is now South Russia. 
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Another race, with more vitality than most of those I have 
mentioned, gave great trouble to the Empire,and assisted largely 
in weakening it These were the Wallachs. Whether they 
were of Slavic origin or of Gaelic or Welsh origin, whether 
they were the aboriginal inhabitants of the country who had 
come under the influence of the elder Rome, and had acquired 
so many Latin words as to overlay their language and to 
retain little more than the grammatical forms and mould of 
their own language, or whether they were the descendants of 
the Latin colonists of Dacia with a large mixture of other 
peoples, are all questions which have been much controverted. 
It is remarkable that while no people living on the south of the 
Balkans appear to be mentioned as Wallachs until the tenth 
century, when Anna Comncna mentions a village called 
Ezeban, near Mount Kissavo, occupied by them,' almost sud- The Wai- 
denly we hear of them as a great nation to the south of the 
I^lkans, They six)kc a language which diflercd little from ^^^^ 
Latin. Thessaly during the twelfth century is usually called 
Great Wallachia, The French chroniclers speak of it as 
lUaquie la Grant. In this they followed the Byzantine 
writers, who call it MryoXi; BXa^*^ Besides the Wallachs in 
Thciisaly, whose descendants are now called Kutzo- Wallachs, 
there were the Wallachs in Dacia, the ancestors of the present 
Roumanians, and Mavro-Wallachs in Dalmatia. Indeed, ac- 
cording to the Hungarian and Byzantine writers, there were 
during the twelfth century a scries of Wallachian peoples, 
extending from the Theiss to the Dniester. Whether the 
Wallachs in Thessaly were relations of the Wallachs to the 
north of the Danube may be doubted. The word Wallach is 
used by the Byzantine writers as equivalent to shepherd, and 
it may be that the common use of a dialect of Latin by all 
the Wallachs is the only bond of union among the peoples 
bearing that name. They were all occasionaily s|X)ken of 
by the Byzantine writers as descendants of the Romans. 
As the districts which they usually occupied were the moun- 
tains or the least accessible of the plains, there is reason 
to believe that they were the descendants of a people 



' Anna Comncna, p. 245, cil. Bonn. 
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which had been settled in the peninsula subsequent only 
to that which had seen the settlement of the Greeks and 
Albanians. They were possibly an offshoot of that division 
of the Aryan race which passed across into Italy, and to which 
the Romans belonged. What is certain is that they had 
settled in the Balkan peninsula before the entry of most of the 
various other peoples I have mentioned, and that they had 
come under Roman influence. In any case, their numbers to 
the north of the Danube had been added to by the descend- 
ants of the Roman colonists who had settled in Dacia.* 



Aiiacksby Whoever the Wallachians were, they contributed not a 

the Wal- * 

lachs on little to the weakening of the Empire, and especially during 

Empire. 

the last years of the twelfth century, when all sorts of troubles 
were crowding thick upon it. In 1186, Isaac attacked them 
in the Balkans. They were aided by the Bulgarians. The 
troops of the Emperor succeeded in driving them across the 
Danube. Then and there they sought the aid of the Pat- 
chinaks and returned to meet the imperial troops. Canta- 
cuzenos, the general acting for Isaac, was defeated. His 
successor, Branas, was more fortunate, but, after harassing the 
rebels, he himself revolted against his sovereign and marched 
towards the capital. Thereupon the Wallachs, Patchinaks, 
and Bulgarians made a destructive raid, in 1 189, upon Thrace, 
where for a considerable time they held their own against 
the imperial troops. In 1193 they ravaged Thrace, and the 
imperial troops were beaten. The war continued without in- 
terruption during the next two years, during which the 
Emperor Isaac left Constantinople to take the field himself 
against them. In 1196, while the new Emperor, Alexis the 
Third, was chasing a pretender to the throne, the imperial 
troops were decisively beaten and their general captured. The 
Wallachs and Bulgarians advanced as far as Rodosto, where, 
after they had pillaged all the country round, they were met 
by the imperial troops and defeated. The two peoples 



* At an early period the Wallachs of Dacia were believed to be of Latin 
descent. Leo, about 890, being at war with Hungary, ordered a levy from ihem. 
• VlaqucSf qui quondam fuisse colonia Italorum memoraniur^ ex locis Ponto-Euxino 
vicinis irrumpere HunnUam jubet. ' 
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formally established a Wallach-Bulgarian state under a king 
named John. Two years afterwards a Wallach, whom the 
Byzantine writers call Chrysos, made an attempt to carve out 
for himself a Wallachian principality in Macedonia. He was 
able to hold his own against the imperial troops. Strumnitza 
and Rosak were ceded to him, and he ended by marrying a 
princess of the imperial blood. 

In 1 202, John of Bulgaria, wishing to throw off all connec- 
tion with the emperors of the New Rome, sent to Pope 
Innocent the Third in order that he might receive the crown 
from him as the representative of the elder Rome. I shall have 
further occasion to mention that the Popes contributed not a 
little towards disturbing the loyalty of the nascent North 
Balkan states. The hostility towards the Orthodox Church 
always urged them to try and weaken the patriarchal 
authority by detaching these states from their allegiance 
towards Constantinople. In 1202 Innocent sent a legate to 
Servia to endeavour to persuade its church to place itself 
under his rule. 

Servia, a state formed out of the Slav peoples already ThcScr- 
mentioned, had now become of considerable importance, and attack the 
towards the close of the century frequently attacked the ^"'P*''*^- 
Empire. The Serbs are usually called Triballcs by the 
Byzantine writers, and were regarded by them as barbarous 
mountaineers and robbers. For upwards of a century they 
had been turbulent and little disposed to submit to the rule of 
the Empire. In 1 124 they rose in insurrection, were defeated 
by the Emperor, and, in accordance with a plan very usually 
followed, a body of them was detached from the race and was 
settled in Asia Minor, this time near Nicomcdia, the modern 
Ismidt Under Manuel, a few years later, the Serbs again re- 
volted, and after a desultory war were only reduced to subjec- 
tion in 1 1 7a Two years afteru'ards, aided by the Venetians, 
they again rebelled and were again defeated. In 1192 they 
had so far been able to hold their own under Nemania, or 
Nccman, and Morava that the Emperor treated with them for 
peace, and Scr\'ia was recognised as an independent state. 

\Vc have thus seen that during centuries the capital had 
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had to contend with a stream of Asiatic barbarians pouring" 
into Europe as well as into Asia, and with uncivilised races 
which were already established in the Balkan peninsula. 
Progress At the end of the twelfth century, the Wallachs and the 

racesunder Servian division of the Slavs, the two races which had been 
Empire. placed Under Roman rule at the time when Constantine 
chose Byzantium as his capital, had so far progressed as to 
have adopted Christianity and to have won national inde- 
pendence ; the Huns, the first of the Asiatic races who had 
obtained a permanent settlement in the Empire, and the 
Bulgarians had similarly progressed, and had likewise become 
independent ; the more barbarian of the invaders had either 
been totally destroyed or, like the PatchinSiks, the Uzes, and 
the Comans, still retained their nomadic habits and were still 
either Mahometans or pagans, and had not come under the 
civilising influence of the New Rome. Though we read of 
Hungarian, Wallachian, and Bulgarian kingdoms, of Servian 
or other principalities, yet it must be remembered that these 
were all rather states in the making than countries under 
established rule and settled governments. Their boundaries 
changed continually. One year they acknowledged the 
suzerainty of the New Rome and the next they claimed to be 
independent. New claimants for power were constantly rising 
in their midst. They were continually at war with their 
neighbours, while behind each and all of them was always, 
until later than the twelfth century, the constant stream of 
Asiatic immigrants, fresh from barbarism and hostile alike to 
all who had adopted Christianity or who had ceased to be 
nomads. 

The history, in truth, of the Byzantine empire is in great 
part the history of the education of barbarous races. The 
population of the capital and the Greeks of the south of the 
peninsula and of the islands still retained the traditions of art, 
of science, and of philosophy. The student of theology and 
of Roman law, as developed under Justinian and his successors, 
does not require to be reminded how acute was the intellect 
which dealt with these two great subjects, how great was the 
power of generalisation, how subtle the power of distinction, 
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which was brought to bear on theological and legal questions. 
During long centuries the masses of people who appeared in 
the Empire were being leavened with the Greek spirit In 
time all the races of the Empire would have to come within its 
influence. Huns and Bulgarians had been converted from cruel 
savages and nomadic hordes into nations which had entered 
upon the path of civilisation. The conversion of Russia to 
Christianity, the great glory of the Orthodox Church, had 
placed the Slavic race upon the same road. Patchinaks, 
Comans, and Uzes would have also felt the influence of the 
New Rome, which might, indeed, have been powerful enough 
to recover Asia Minor had its existence not been brought 
to an end. The warfare of the Empire in Asia Minor during 
the century and a half preceding 1200 was hardly more 
severe or constant than was that which she had to wage 
against the hordes still pressing into the Balkan peninsula 
from the north-east and against their predecessors, whom she 
was succeeding gradually in reducing to the habits of civilised 
life. The imperial city stood firm as a rock amid the moving 
masses of people about her, the centre and source of good 
government ; the teacher by means of commerce, of law, and 
of civilisation ; subduing one horde only to find others coming 
to the front ; reducing finally all to subjection, only to begin 
again with new immigrants. Much of her wealth and of her 
strength was spent in this work, for it was long and continuous. 
While security and peace remained in the capital, while all the 
efforts of Arabs and others had failed before her walls, while 
in the /Egcan and the Marmora she had preserved a security 
for life and property which enabled her nobles to live in their 
splendid villas in security and her merchants to pass un- 
molested, and made all men in the east of Europe and the 
west of Asia look to her walls as the one absolutely safe 
deposit for their wealth, the Empire itself had, during long 
centuries, never known peace. While the Teutonic and the 
Latin races behind her were developing their strength, form- 
ing themselves into nations, making progress in civilisation, 
she was fighting their battles against Asiatic barbarians. Her 
armies had been for long centuries thus continually employed. 
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Races whose very names have been forgotten were crowding 
into Europe, and, but for her, might have overwhelmed the 
peoples of the West. From the time when Charles Martel 
won his victory at Tours — a victory all modem writers have 
justly glorified as having saved Western Europe from a Maho- 
metan invasion from Africa, the Byzantine emperors had been 
waging a much more serious, because a permanent, warfare for 
the same purpose. The great defeat of the Arabs before Con- 
stantinople almost contemporaneously with that at Tours was 
itself as great a victory for civilisation. But while, in the 
West, one strong and crushing blow to an isolated body of 
Mahometans had been decisive, in the east of Europe this 
blow had to be repeated again and again, and generations of 
men had to be expended in saving European civilisation. 
These efforts, however, were rapidly exhausting the strength 
of the Empire. Step by step the enemy was gaining ground. 
The Turks in Asia Minor, the Bulgarians, the Slavs, the Huns, 
the Patchinaks, the Uzes, and the Comans, in Europe, had 
largely contributed, and especially during the century and a 
half preceding 1200, to that weakening of the Empire which 
was preparing the way for the great catastrophe of the Latin 
Conquest. 
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WEAKENING OF THE EMPIRE FROM DYNASTIC TROUBLES. 

At the time when the Byzantine empire had need of all 
her strength, when half-civilised hordes were pouring into 
the Ralkan peninsula from the North, when she had been 
almost overwhelmed by the wave of Turkish invasion in Asia 
Minor, when Sicilians, Venetians, and Crusaders were alike 
hostile to her, a scries of dynastic troubles commenced in the 
capital itself, which greatly diminished the reputation of the 
New Rome and lessened its strength. These troubles were 
for the most part what we may call accidental. They did 
not arise, directly at least, in consequence of the struggles of 
the Empire with foreign enemies, though undoubtedly these 
troubles increased their importance. Under ordinary circum- 
stances and in other times — say. for example, a century 
earlier — they would have settled themselves, and the Empire 
would have presented a united front to the various enemies 
who were attacking it. The earlier of these dynastic struggles 
weakened the Empire. The later contributed largely to its 
destruction. 

The Emperor Manuel, who reigned from 1143 1 180, The 
had ruled with ability and energ)'. But he had become Manu^* 
unpopular with his subjects on account of his fondness for the 
latins and of his extravagance. The citizens of Constanti- 
nople complained that their own merchants were ruined by 
the favours which were heaped on the Italians. Manuel's 
leaning towards the West was due, in part at least, to his 
pcrs<)nal character. He had been influenced deeply by the 
spirit of Western chivalry. He was tall, of quite exceptional 
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Strength/ and of great skill in all military exercises. The 
wonderful stories of his strength and his love of warlike 



His Latin display made him a favourite with his troops. His own 
tendencies, j^gjj.^ geems to have led him to seek the reputation of a 
Western knight rather than of a Roman emperor. Few 
sovereigns of Constantinople were ever more completely 
absolute than he, but he on several occasions used his wealth, 
strength, and ability rather for personal display than for the 
benefit of the Empire. Had he shown the spirit and the 
statesmanlike energy of John Zimiskes or of Basil, the Bul- 
garian Slayer, the future of the Empire might have been 
otherwise than it was. The enormous wealth gathered by 
his predecessors was recklessly expended in foolish ostenta- 
tion, in donatives to the soldiers, and in tournaments in which 
the Emperor found his satisfaction in using a heavier spear 
and shield than any Western knight. His own subjects cared 
nothing for these displays, and noted them only as further 
illustrations of the sovereign's fondness for everything Latin. 
They noted, too, that each time that he had married it had 
been to a Latin princess, and that his daughter Maria had 
been married in 1178 to Reynier, the Marquis of Montferrat — 
a marriage which bore bitter fruit, since the Western writers 
pretended that Manuel had made him King of Salonica' 
The wasteful expenditure of Manuel caused him to commit 
the tremendous blunder, for an Emperor of Constantinople, of 
neglecting the maintenance of the fleet, an act which more 
than any other facilitated the capture of the capital. Making 
allowances for his extravagances and overlooking the neglect 
of the fleet, which might have been remedied by his successors, 
the reign of Manuel had, however, not been unsuccessful. 
His death, at the age of fifty-eight, was contributed to by 
grief at the progress of the Turks in Asia Minor. He had 
fought them bravely, had resisted them steadily, and in the 
main successfully. Six years before his death he had made 
a great- effort to recover Iconium, but his army had suffered 
a serious defeat. The Turks attacked the imperial army 



Cinnamus, pp. 72, 140. 

No Greek writer mentions such promise. 
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near Dorylcon, which commanded an important mountain- 
pass about thirty miles south-east of Nicaea. The imperial 
army had been weakened by sickness, and its leaders advised 
Manuel to postpone the intended attack upon the enemy. 
Manuel, however, refused. The army entered a defile, was 
attacked near Myriokephalon, and a considerable portion of 
it was cut to pieces. The Emperor gained a small table-land, 
and tried desperately, against a superior force which had 
surrounded him, to break his way through.^ He succeeded, 
though with thirty arrows in his buckler. Thence to the end 
of his reign there was a series of troubles with the Turks, who 
were continually advancing. The Sultan, as Nicetas states, 
was persuaded that nothing was so much against his interest 
as peace. Like the Soudan Mahdi in our own times, and 
hkc all Turkish rulers, his strength began to diminish as soon 
as his armies ceased to advance. 

The troubles with the Turks were not the only ones with Manners 
which Manuel had to contend. He was attacked by the 
Sicilians, by the Servians, by the Hungarians, and by the 
Venetians, and defeated or made honourable terms with all. 
His greatest effort against the Sultan of Iconium had been 
rendered fruitless by the attack of Roger of Sicily. The 
necessity of watching the great armies of the Second Crusade 
had driven him to the necessity of concluding a treaty of 
peace with the Sultan. Manuel had led his own troops, and 
had been for a considerable time absent from the capital ; and 
to this cause, in part at least, must be attributed the weak 
hold which he had over the court and populace of Constanti- 
nople. We shall have occasion to see how he had encouraged 
foreigners to settle in the capital, and that the population 
believed that this was the reason why the Italians had become 
possessed of a large part of the foreign trade. Hence, on his 
death in 1 180, the citizens of Constantinople were willing to 
support anyone who was the enemy of his policy in regard to 
the treatment of foreigners. 

Manuel had left a son who was only twelve years old, and 

' Manuel mnAc an *cc«ninl uf ihU laiilc to Iknr>' II. of England, there being 
Fnglivh wilflicr* in hi* army. 
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who now became emperor under the style of Alexis II. 
He was a weak boy, and of an age when it is absurd to 
charge him, as Nicetas does, with vanity, love of pleasure, 
and incapacity. On the death of his father there was at 
once a scramble for the office of chief minister. His mother, 
Maria of Antioch, who had retired in her grief to a monastery, 
was compelled in the interest of her son to return to the 
world, and assume the rule of the capital. Her power was 
unfortunately shared with the protosebastos Alexis. The 
latter, who was soon regarded as her paramour, was a member 
of the imperial family and grandson of the Emperor John. 

Maria and Alexis, in order to gain to their side as many 
of the nobles as possible, allowed the courtiers to plunder the 
treasury, and for some time Constantinople was witness of 
wild scenes of disorder and riot. During eighteen months 
the court was full of intrigues, but at length the influence of 
the protosebastos became supreme. His design was ap- 
parently to make himself emperor. He took the government 
entirely into his own hands. He disregarded alike the orders 
of the Empress and of the Emperor her son. He obtained an 
edict, by which it was declared that any grants made by the 
Emperor were null until they were countersigned by him. The 
late F2mperor's sister, also named Maria, who was the wife of 
the Cc-esar John, entered into an arrangement with a natural 
son of Manuel and others in order to free her brother, the 
young Emperor, from the control of his mother and the pro- 
tosebastos, or possibly in order to depose the boy-emp>eror 
and place John on the throne. Whatever may have been her 
motive, the first step to success was to get rid of the proto- 
sebastos. A plot was formed to assassinate the latter, but 
failed, and the conspirators were arrested. The Csesar and 
his wife, however, had the sympathy of the people. They 
took sanctuary in Hagia Sophia. An attempt to arrest them 
by force in the church was defeated. A band of Italian 
gladiators and of Georgians defended them, and they were 
protected by the patriarch and had the support of a large 
portion of the inhabitants, who were indignant at the treat- 
ment of the late Emperor's sister and at the arrogance of the 
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protosebastos. The mob, led by the priests, paraded the 
streets, declaring for the Emperor and against the Empress 
and her lover, and pillaging the houses of the partisans of the 
latter. Meantime, the Emperor and the protosebastos deter- 
mined to tear Maria out of Hagia Sophia. An army was 
collected in the grand palace of Bucoleon, which adjoined the 
Great Church, and a point of attack was chosen, Maria 
Porphyrogenita was, on her side, no less active. By her 
advice a house was pulled down in order to give an advan- 
tage to her defenders, and a strong barrier for defence was 
hastily constructed. At the third hour of the day the attack 
commenced. A great number of the soldiers of Maria were 
wounded. The people outside had flocked to her assistance. 
New troops, however, came up and took possession of the 
streets leading to the cathedral. The fight continued to rage 
in and about it all the day, but at sunset the discipline of the 
soldiers had gained an advantage for the protosebastos. The 
troops of Maria quitted the Augusteon and the other buildings 
where they had fortified themselves, and took possession of 
the porch of Hagia Sophia, over which stood the famous 
figure of Michael the Archangel. There they were safe, for 
the access to the building was up narrow streets, in which the 
Emperor's troops fought at a great disadvantage. At this 
moment the patriarch, holding the Gospels in his hands, 
dcMrcnded and came between the combatants. The Ca?sar, on 
behalf of himself, his wife, and their following, claimed asylum, 
and declared that all that he and they were doing was in 
defence of the church. The patriarch undertook to negotiate 
with the protosebastos, and warned him of the dangers of 
violating sanctuary. Several persons were named to arrange 
terms, and it was agreed next day that Maria Porphyrogenita, 
her husband, and her followers should lay down their arms 
and an amnesty be granted. 

The struggle had shown that the populace was divided in 
its allegiance but strongly disinclined to favour the protose- 
bastos. The latter seems to have attributed a large portion 
of the blame to the patriarch, and he accordingly ordered him 
to withdraw to a monastery which he had built in the small 
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island of Terebinth, now called Anderovithos, about ten miles 
from Constantinople. This design was checked by Maria, 
who had now returned to the palace, and although for a short 
time the patriarch was sent to the monastery of Pantepoptis, 
by her influence also he was soon restored to power. His 
return was a scene of triumph for him and of humiliation for 
Alexis. He was accompanied by an enormous crowd, which 
included all that was most honourable among the priests and 
magistrates. Indian woods were burnt to give incense as he 
passed, perfumes were sprinkled along his path, and every 
mark of respect was shown to him. The crowd was so dense 
that all the day was spent in making the journey from the 
monastery, in the west of the city, to the Great Church, which 
is in the east. 

People Meantime the people were looking to Andronicos Com- 

Andronicos nenos as their deliverer. His claims to the throne were by 
ance.^^*^^'^ no means slight. The Emperor Manuel himself had not 
succeeded by hereditary right He was the youngest of the 
four sons of John Comnenos ; two of these had died in their 
father's lifetime. A few days before the death of John that 
Emperor had called a council of his family and of the nobles 
who were near him, and had pointed out that in the troubled 
condition of the Empire it was expedient to place the ablest 
man upon the throne, without regard to priority of birth. Of 
his two sons, Isaac and Manuel, the former had not shown the 
qualities which recommended him as a strong ruler, and John 
urged that the council should recognise as his successor 
Manuel, who in various expeditions had already given evi- 
dence of the ability which subsequently characterised his 
reign. Isaac, the eldest surviving brother of Manuel, was 
absent when this council was held, but the members present 
admitted the wisdom of John's choice. Manuel was accepted 
by them as heir to the throne, was solemnly crowned, was 
clothed in the imperial purple, and on the death of his father 
a few days afterwards was everywhere hailed as his suc- 
cessor. Isaac, the elder brother, was for a time imprisoned, 
and Manuel reigned with the free consent of the people of the 
Empire. 
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Andronicos, to whom, on the outbreak of the troubles during Previous 
the reign of the boy -successor of Manuel, the people looked chara'cier"** 
for relief from the rule of the Empress and her lover, was a dr<wi?cos. 
cousin of Manuel, being the son of Isaac, the younger brother 
of John. During the reign of Manuel he had been a trouble- 
some subject At the commencement of his reign Manuel 
and Andronicos had been boon companions. They were of 
about the same age. But a quarrel broke out between them 
as early as 1151, in consequence of the nomination of John 
Comncnos to the dignity of protosebastos. Andronicos at 
once intrigued against Manuel, and treated with the King of 
Jerusalem, the Sultan of the Suljukian Turks, and the King 
of Hungary.* The attempt of Andronicos was discovered. 
He was deprived of his duchies of Branitzova and I^Igrade,* 
and was imprisoned in a palace. His freedom of manners, 
his high spirit, and his handsome person and great strength 
had made him popular with the people of the capital. He 
grew in favour with them in consequence of a scries of adven- 
tures, which recall those of the young Pretender to the throne 
of England. It would be difficult to name a prince who 
could boast of more escapes, or who had succeeded in making 
himself more popular alike with men and women. His noble 
presence, and, above all, his wonderful powers of persuasion, 
won him admirers evcr^'wherc. Yet he was a worthless hypo- 
crite. He was heartless, sensual, and cruel. Skilled in 
military exercises, he was destitute of courage, and as a 
general was a failure. Capable of attaching men and women 
to him, he sacrificed them whenever his interest no longer 
rcHjuired their services. 

His adventures bc^'an early in the reign of Manuel. He n>*«;»dvcn. 
was captured by the Sultan Mahsoud. On his return from 
captivity his cousin Isaac and he had an altercation in presence 
of the Emperor, in which the first drew his sword and attempted 
to kill Andronicos, and was onl)* saved by the j>ersonal 
intervention of Manuel, who himself received a wound, the 
marks of which he bore till his dying day. The most nole- 



' C iitn. iii. 124. 

* > it c!as p. 133. ZuvmtKTii ifX*)* 3^rf(rf3n«. 
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worthy amours of Andronicos were carried on with members 
of the imperial family. Eudocia, his second cousin, was his 
first mistress. As a marriage between the two was regarded 
by the Church as incestuous, her brother and other relations 
did their utmost to separate the offenders. When their 
efforts failed, her brother John with others plotted to assassi- 
nate Andronicos. The members of the imperial family had 
encamped in luxurious tents at Pelagonia. Eudocia was 
known to be in ^*xe habit of receiving her lover at unseasonable 
hours, and a number of men were employed to kill him as 
he left her tent. Her spies, however, gave warning of the 
danger, and while her attendants were noisily engaged in 
bringing lights, Andronicos escaped by cutting a slit in the 
tent and creeping between the sentries. Shortly afterwards 
he was imprisoned by Manuel in consequence of his political 
intrigues with the King of Hungary, but under pretext of 
his conduct with Eudocia. He was loaded with chains and 
confined in a tower built of brick. There he found a passage 
partly walled up. He enlarged the hole, laid up a stock of 
provisions, entered the passage, and from within walled up 
the entrance. The guards, finding the tower empty, in great 
alarm reported the escape of Andronicos to the Emperor. 
Eudocia, who was suspected of having aided in the escape, 
was captured and sent to the same tower, and when the 
guards had withdrawn was surprised to see her lover break 
through the wall covered with lime and dust. He subse- 
quently escaped, but was soon afterwards recaptured and 
again loaded with chains and imprisoned. A second time he 
escaped. He had succeeded in obtaining an impression of 
the keys of his prison in wax. From this his son had new 
keys made, which he conveyed to his father together with a 
coil of rope in an amphora of wine. Choosing a dark and 
stormy night, he let himself out and reached a boat which a 
confederate had ready. In order to elude the guards he 
pretended to be unable to understand Greek, and passed 
himself off as the slave of the boatman. He reached his 
house, made himself known to a servant, and escaped to the 
frontier. There, however, he was captured by the Wallachs 
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and sent back to the Emperor. Aithough at the time he was 
friendless, he escaped from his guards during their journey 
towards the capital Wliile passing through a forest he 
pretended on sc\-eral occasions that it was necessary for him 
to dismount in consequence of severe diarrha:a, and on one 
of these occasions he disappeared into the forest and was lost, 
leaving, however, behind him a cloak and hat, fixed on the 
stick with which he had ap{>arently with difficulty supported 
himself. Subsequently he reached JarosIa». the Russian 
prince of Galitza.* His attendant, who had aided him in his 
house, was a faithful Turk. He was arrested, and, after being 
beaten, was led through the streets with a cord round his 
neck, preceded by a herald who cried aloud, * Thus will he be 
punished who aids the enemies of the Emperor/ The brave 
fellow replied, * I am willing to be accused of the crime so 
long as I am not charged with having betrayed my benefactor 
or being ungrateful to him.' 

Andronicos was welcomed by the governor of Galitza, 
and made himself so popular that the Emperor, fearing that 
he would ally himself with the Russians, gave him assurances 
that he would not be molested, and invitcxl him to return to 
the capital 

Manuel's first wife was now dead, and though the Em- 
peror had again married he had no son. On setting out on 
a war against Desa, prince of Servia, the Emperor e.xacted an 
oath from his nobles that on his death they would recognise 
Alexi-s king of Hungary, and his wife Maria, who was 
Manuel's daughter, as Emperor and Empress. The only 
person who refused to accept this oath was Andronicos. 
There can be little doubt that as he regarded himself as 
having as much right to the throne as Manuel, he was un- 
willing to encumber himself with a promise which would ha\e 
lessened his chances of succession. He alleged, however, that 
as the Emperor had married again he might still have a son, 
and that in such case the oath would be valueless. The 
Emperor, finding he could not obtain his consent, made him 
governor of Cilicia, .ind thus virtually sent him into bani^h- 




72 



THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



ment at Tarsus. As a governor he was a failure. He suflfereci 
a severe defeat in battle at the hands of the Armenian prince 
Thoros. Finding himself beaten, he made a wild, reckless, 
and altogether foolhardy attempt upon the life of Thoros, 
Though this attempt failed, it probably helped to maintain 
his popularity. 

It now became necessary for him to escape out of the 
Empire, in order to avoid dismissal or more severe punishment 
Collecting all the money from Cilicia which he could obtain, 
he went with a large retinue to Raymond, prince of Antioch. 
He was always a favourite with women, and soon after his 
arrival fell in love with Philippa, daughter of Raymond and 
sister of the Empress Maria. The Emperor did his utmost to 
separate them, and found a candidate for Philippa*s hand ; 
but that lady, in the only interview she would grant the im- 
perial nominee, asked him if he thought any woman after 
having looked on him and on Andronicos would hesitate 
about her choice. Persuasion and threats by her family and 
the Emperor were in vain. Andronicos, however, was afraid 
of being captured and surrendered by Raymond to his 
suzerain, and therefore escaped to Jerusalem. Once more he 
found an imperial princess willing to abandon herself to him. 
Theodora, daughter of his cousin Isaac, the sebastocrator, 
and widow of Baldwin, king of Jerusalem, succeeded to the 
place of Philippa. The looseness of morality among the 
crusading knights in the holy city of Christendom was so 
great that Andronicos and Theodora hardly made a pretence 
of secrecy in regard to their relations. The Emperor again 
did his utmost to gain possession of his unruly subject, and 
gave orders that his eyes should be put out if he could be 
caught — the commonest punishment for political offences, 
and one inflicted with a frightful frequency. The command 
was conveyed in an imperial bull, but the document fell into 
the hands of Theodora. When it was shown to the intended 
victim he felt it necessary once more to fly, and accordingly 
took refuge among the Turks, finally settling down under the 
sultan who then ruled in Chalda:a,* whither Theodora accom- 
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panied him. Thus once more he escaped ; for, as Nicetas 
remarks^ whatever were the traps laid for him, he was always 
able to avoid them by his cunning. The outlaw occupied 
himself in assisting the Turks to plunder the Empire. With 
the permission of his host he collected a band of renegades 
and adventurers, and made a series of incursions into his 
cousin's territory in order to carry off Christians and sell 
them into slavery. After many attempts made by the im- 
|x:rial troops to capture him, all of which, however, failed, 
Theodora was taken prisoner, and Andronicos succeeded in 
making peace with Manuel and obtained pardon and i>er- 
mission to return to the capital. 

It was in 1169, while Andronicos was living with the 
Turks, that Manuel's son, Alexis, who was now occupying 
the throne, was bom. Andronicos Comnenos, during the 
considerable period he had remained in voluntary exile, had 
lived with Theodora, by whom he had two children. He Hen^tumi 
now came boldly to Constantinople, and sought to flatter [.^pjj^i, 
Manuel. He presented himself at court with a chain round 
his neck, which he hid under his cloak. When he was brought 
into the presence of the E!mi>cror he fell on his face, showed 
his chain attached to a collar around his neck, wept, and 
asked for pardon like the humblest suppliant. Manuel, 
amongst whose faults ill-nature did not exist, ordered him to 
rise. Andronicos refused unless he were dragged by his chain 
to the foot of the throne. He was pardoned, but was ordered 
to reside at Oeniuum in Pontus, where he was living at the 
time of Manuel's death. 

Amidst the follies of the Kmpress and her lover, it was 
natural that the inhabitants of the capital should tuni their 
thoughts to this adventurer. His very \ices had been those 
which, among a |xx>ple whf)se political education is but slightly 
advanced, help to make a prince popular. He was believed 
to be fearless and rcscilute. He was known ostentatiously to 
despise luxur>'. He disregarded the ordinary pleasures of the 
table, was wjbcr and abNtemi(iUs. His rule could hardly be 
expected to be worse than that of a chilil-em|x,Tor and his 
fooliih if not profligate mother. Hi-* foolhardiness and his 
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wild adventures were regarded as the faults of youth, which 
by this time had probably passed away. 

As soon as Andronicos heard of the divisions in the court 
he saw that his chance was come. Apparently on his last 
submission he had taken the oath which he had refused on a 
former occasion. The terms of this oath bound him to oppose 
with all his power anything which tended to the dishonour or 
against the interest of the Emperor. 

He was careful to keep the letter of his oath and scrupu- 
lously anxious to seem to regard it, but he was also crafty 
enough to avail himself of its terms to compass his own 
purpose. He wrote to the young Emperor, to the patriarch, 
and to others in authority, that in honour of the memory of 
Manuel he wished to put an end to the open profligacy of 
the court and to get rid of the protosebastos. Nicetas says 
that as his letters were full of quotations from St Paul, 
and gave the impression that he was sincere, they produced a 
very marked effect, and caused many to believe that he was 
anxious mainly for the salvation of the State and the welfare 
of the young prince. On his journey to Constantinople he 
everywhere made the same professions, and was in conse- 
quence welcomed by the people, was received with imperial 
honours, and increased the number of his followers. Few 
were found to resist the patriotic professions of one who 
seemed to burn with zeal for the public weal, and who pro- 
fessed to have no other design than that of setting the child- 
Emperor free. His first check was at Nicjea, a city which is 
about seventy miles from the capital. The governor, John 
Comnenos, a brother of the protosebastos, was so convinced 
of his powers of persuasion that he refused to see him and 
shut his gates against him. Andronicos thereupon crossed 
over to Nicomedia, the modern Ismidt Andronicos Angelos, 
two of whose sons subsequently came to the throne, was sent 
against him, but was defeated. Andronicos then pushed 
boldly on to Constantinople, and on the hills opposite 
Prinkipo lit a great number of fires, in order to make the 
people of the capital believe that he was accompanied by a 
large army. 
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The protoscbastos was greatly alarmed at his approach, 
and the more so that he had no confidence in the army. The 
inhabitants were known to be friendly to Andronicos, and, 
although he counted on the fleet and on the foreign colonists 
in the capital, he was by no means assured of the loyalty of 
either. He at once collected every available ship and manned Attempts 
them in part with Romans and in part with Italians, dis- him. 
Iributing amongst them large sums of money. Contostephanos 
claimed the command of the fleet as a right, and although 
Alexis distrusted him he was obliged to give way and content 
himself with surrounding him with friends in whom he had 
confidence. Having thus barred the passage of the Bosphorus, 
he sent an embassy to Andronicos, with a letter in which he 
promised many dignities, favours, and rewards, if he would 
consent to disband his army. The embassy failed, possibly, 
as Nicctas thinks, because the ambassador himself urged the 
rejection of the proposals which he carried. Andronicos 
returned answer that he would retire into private life if the 
protoscbastos and his friends were dismissed, if the Empress 
cut short her hair and re-entered a monastery, and if the 
Emperor alone assumed the government 

The suspicion of the protosebatos against Contostephanos 
was soon shown to be well founded, for, a few days after the 
answer of Andronicos, the admiral passed over with the whole 
of his ships to the side of the enemy. The protoscbastos was 
in despair while his enemies took courage, held meetings, and 
publicly declared for Andronicos. Great numbers of citizens 
crossed over to Chalcedon, and brought back reports which 
increased the reputation of the deliverer. Instead of the 
young man whom a former generation had known as the 
captivator of the hearts of a hundred dames, and as the hero 
of numberless escapes and adventures, they spoke of a stately 
and venerable old man who charmed them wiih words which 
flowed from his mouth like honey, or like the dew of Mount 
Hermon, a man who quoted Scripture largely and impressed 
his hearers with his patriotic and disinterested character. The 
city was ready to declare for Andronicos ; his sons and others 
of his friends who had been impri^oned were released ; the 




THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



favourites of the court were put in their place. The protose- 
bastos, with some of his chief followers, was arrested in the 
palace by the Waring guard, and at midnight was removed 
secretly for greater safety into the church of the palace. The 
Warings treated him with harshness, their cruelty taking the 
form of preventing him from sleeping. The patriarch inter- 
ceded with the guards, but in vain. A few days later the 
prisoner was brought forth, placed on a pony, carried in mock 
procession down to the seaside, and sent across the mouth of 
the Bosphorus to Andronicos, who at once ordered him to be 
deprived of his sight. 
He sue- The only force which now opposed the popular favourite 

ceeds. ^^^^ ^^^^ foreign colonists. They took the part of 

Maria, probably because she was a Latin princess. Andronicos 
being possessed of the fleet, sent an army to attack the city. 
The Greeks, or Romans as the inhabitants still called them- 
selves, rose in his favour, and the colonists, who occupied a 
large part of the slope towards the Golden Horn, were 
attacked in front and rear and fled. Many, however, found 
safety in the palaces of the nobles. All who were taken were 
killed. Others took ship and sought refuge in Prinkipo and 
other of the Princes* Islands, where in revenge for their own 
losses they burnt the monasteries and plundered the inhabi- 
tants. The attacks which the Latin colonists drew on them- 
selves, by taking sides in this struggle, were the beginning of 
the alienation which culminated in the capture of the city. 

By this time almost every one of importance had crossed 
the Bosphorus to welcome Andronicos. Among the last to 
do so were the patriarch and the leading ecclesiastics. A few 
days afterwards, the pretender entered a trireme, and, leaving 
Damalis or Scutari, passed over to the capital. Manuel had 
built two towers, one off Damalis where the present Maiden's 
Tower stands, and the other near the present Seraglio Point, 
and called the tower of Manganes, from the name of an 
adjacent palace.' To this palace the young Emperor and his 

' A chain connected ihcsc two towers, and probably floated on wooden buoys, 
and thus protected the entrance to the Bosphorus. Another chain passe<l from 
the tower of Manganes to a tower on the Galata side, probably on the site of the 
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mother had been brought at the request of Andronicos. The 
latter visited them, professed his wish to serve them in every 
way, and then returned to his tent and the army. A few days 
later he again visited Constantinople in order to see the tomb 
of Manuel, and took every opportunity of impressing upon 
the populace the unselfishness of his designs and his desire 
to strengthen the Empire. Meantime he was making every 
preparation with his friends for the furtherance of his designs. 
He encouraged the boy-Emperor to amuse himself. He dis- 
l)erscd those on whose aid he could not count, surrounded 
himself and Ale.xis with those whom he could trust, and 
rewarded those who had been favourable to his own designs. 
lie imprisoned many ; he put out the eyes of others, and this, 
as the populace noted with surprise, without trial. The city 
was divided. Civil war was already within its walls. Brothers His cruel- 
were informing against brothers, fathers against their children. 
Members of the imperial family fared no better before the 
ruthless cruelty of Andronicos than those of a lower class. 
John Cantacuzenos was blinded because he had saluted his 
brother Constantine Angelos, who had already been thrown 
into prison. Andronicos was relentless in the execution of 
his designs and cunning in his means of getting rid of his 
enemies. To receive favours from him came soon to be 
regarded as a sign of his hate and the beginning of ruin. In 
proportion as he obtained power his real nature showed itself. 
One of his first victims was Maria, the sister of Manuel, who 
had been with her husband, the Casar, the chief of the party 
which had intrigued and finally declared for him. She was 
found poisoned, and, as it was believed, by Andronicos. Her 
husband shortly afterwards died, under circumstances which 
led to the belief that his death was not natural. 

It was for some time doubted whether Andronicos had 
determined to become Kmj)eror. He was an old man, was 
infirm, and apparently would have been content to have had 

mf"icfn ('u*lom lf«>u^. The n-i lcf uill icincinUr lli.it .M.ih 'nut the ( Krhjtitr.tr 
ri«nstnicte^) a tramu.iy frntn 'he lU.s|.|i..iiis f.» the (iol.i. n ll"rf>, in or«icr tu i.Ar 
hts *hi;H inio ihc harU>ur, an«l thus ax'id the l»arricr which the la'rcr ch.uii 
(••rinol U* the cniraijcc. 
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the government of the Empire in his own hands while leaving" 
the young Emperor on the throne. In order, however, to 
make his position the stronger, he ardently desired the 
marriage of Alexis to his own daughter Irene. As, however, 
they were second cousins, such a marriage was against the 
laws of the Church. He called a council and submitted to it 
the question whether a marriage, which would do much to the 
reconciliation of the East and the West, and would produce 
other public benefits, could be celebrated, although it was, as 
he suggested, to some extent against the law of the Church. 
The patriarch and other ecclesiastics opposed but were out- 
voted, and the patriarch retired to the small island of Tere- 
binth, opposite Prinkipo. Though authorisation was obtained 
from a new patriarch, the marriage was never celebrated, 
Andronicos probably having already decided to make himself 
emperor. 

It was during this time, as we have already seen, that the 
Turks took advantage of the troubles in the capital to renew 
their attacks. Manuel had kept them fairly quiet even up to 
the time of his death, but the instant the capital was divided 
against itself, the Sultan of Iconium recommenced war. On 
the borders of his territory John Comnenos had declared 
against Andronicos. A well-tried soldier was sent against 
him, but John, from the bed where he was dying, directed his 
two sons how to order the battle and won it A few days 
after his death the people of Philadelphia, near which the 
contest had taken place, surrendered, and the two sons of 
John sought refuge with the sultan. Shortly after, however, 
in attempting to reach Sicily, they were captured, and by 
order of Andronicos their eyes were put out. 

After having removed from the court all the persons 
whom he distrusted, Andronicos caused Alexis to be crowned 
for the second time in the Great Church. Once more the 
pretender shed tears and made professions of his affection for 
his cousin. Immediately aftenvards it became evident that 
Andronicos was playing for his own hand. He lost no 
occasion of bringing charges against the Empress. The mob 
clamoured for her banishment. But the forms of law were 
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Still too powerful !n the city of Justinian to be lightly set 
aside. The judges were sounded. Three of them answered 
that, before replying, they must know whether they were 
asked to give an opinion on a question which would after- 
wards come before them judicially. Andronicos endeavoured 
to arrest these judges, and the mob joined in an attack upon 
them and tore their robes from their backs. The judges, 
however, escaped. Shortly afterwards, Andronicos having 
found more pliable instruments, a charge was brought against 
the Empress of having urged Bela of Hungary, her brother- 
in-law, to take possession of Branitzova and Belgrade. She 
was arrested and treated with the utmost ignominy in prison. 
Andronicos again took the opinion of the judges upon a case 
stated, and, having secured that it should be favourable to his 
wishes, he had her condemnation pronounced, and compelled 
the boy-Empemr to sign his own mother's death warrant, andexe- 
Two near relatives were charged with her execution, but 
refused the task. Andronicos, however, found others ready 
to carr>' out his orders, and another victim was added to 
those whom he had slain. 

While the Empress was in prison a conspiracy, headed by 
several nobles, had been formed against Andronicos. Upon 
its discovery some of the leaders escaped. Others, however, 
were arrested. Contostephanos and his four sons and a host 
of others were blinded, while others again were exiled. 

Andronicos now took bolder measures. His partisans had 
cvcr>'thing to gain by advancing his interests, and he had not 
yet lost the popular voice. The cry was raised wherever he Andronicos 
appeared of * Long life to Alexis and Andronicos.' A Em^Tor."* 
demonstration was made in front of the palace at Blachem 
when the nominal and the real rulers respectively were pre- 
sent, and the young Emperor went through the form of 
requesting Andronicos to share the imperial throne. The 
request was no sooner made than some of the partisans of the 
elder carried him to the throne, while others took off his brown 
pyramid-shaped hat, replaced it by one of imperial scarlet, 
and clothed him with an imperial stole. Next day Andronicos 
was crowned in the Great Church, but it was noted that the 
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order of the names was now reversed ; the herald proclaimed 
Andronicos, son of Comnenos, and Alexis, emperors and 
princes of the Romans. Once more, and for the last time, 
Andronicos protested that he sought only the welfare of 
Alexis, and added that he only accepted the crown with that 
object. Hardly, however, were the coronation festivities at 
an end when a council, which he had formed of his supporters, 
deprived the co-Emperor of all his dignities, and before this 
sentence was well published condemned the unhappy lad to 
The boy- death. The following night Alexis was bow-strung. His 
niurS. body was carried to his murderer, who, giving it a kick, re- 
marked that the boy's father had been a perjurer, his mother 
a prostitute, and the boy himself a fool. The corpse was 
then thrown into the sea. 

Andronicos had now attained the object of his ambition, 
and could throw off all disguise. Though an old man, he 
insisted upon going through the form of marriage with Anne, 
aged eleven years, a daughter of the King of France, to 
whom Alexis had been affianced. 

The remainder of his short reign was occupied in en- 
deavouring to impose his rule upon the whole of the empire, 
in suppressing revolts, and in the exercise of the most re- 
lentless cruelty. One of his generals, Lapardas, had been 
occupied in fighting against the King of Hungary, who had 
invaded the Empire as soon as he found that Alexis was to 
be set aside. Lapardas endeavoured to join those in Nicaea, 
Broussa, or elsewhere, who had not yet acknowledged the 
rule of the usurper. He was captured at Adramyttium, 
and by the imperial order had his eyes put oiit. The two 
cities first mentioned had walls, the ruins of which still remain 
in wonderful preservation, which made them very strong, 
s The Emperor himself set out to reduce Nicaia. His efforts at 
first met with little success. The city was well provisioned, 
and, as one side is situated on the lake of Ascanius, the 
inhabitants had the country open to them unless the Emperor 
could command the lake, which apparently he was unable to 
do. The besieged, confident in their strength, insulted the 
Emperor and his troops, and made a sortie in which they 
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destroyed his battering-rams and other machines directed 
against their walls. The army within was commanded by 
Theodore Cantacuzcnos and Isaac Angelos, who subsequently 
came to the throne. Seeing his want of success, Andronicos 
had recourse to a stratagem which appears to have shocked 
even the soldiers of what was undoubtedly a cruel period, 
He sent to the capital and had brought to Nicaca, Euphrosyne, 
the mother of Isaac Angelos, and tied her on the top of one 
of the battering-rams, so that it would be impossible or 
difficult to shoot at those working the ram without endanger- 
ing her life. The occupants of the city, however, placed 
their most skilled archers opposite the machine and continued 
to shoot, killing a great many without injuring her. At night 
the troops made a sortie, destroyed the ram, and rescued 
ICuphrosync. Many sorties were aftenvards made, in one 
of which Theodore was killed. The command was then 
offered to Isaac, who probably, because he believed that the 
city could not hold out, refused it. The bishop then urged 
that the inhabitants should make terms with the enemy, and, 
after he had brought over a majority to his way of thinking, 
headed a procession to Andronicos to propose a surrender 
upon terms. The E!mperor was only too glad to accept their 
submission and to promise them safety, a promise which was 
in great measure disregarded ; for many of the leaders were 
thrown from the walls, while yet more were hung or banished. 

Andronicos passed from Nicx^a to Rroussa. For a time He attacks 
the city resisted bravely, but, a portion of the wall having ^"^"^^ 
fallen, the inhabitants believed that their enemies had already 
entered, and in the panic they succeeded in doing so. The 
city was sacked and the inhabitants massacred. Theodore 
Angelos had his eyes put out, was tied upon an ass and sent 
out into the ojx;n countr}', where he would probably have 
perished had he not fallen in with some Turks who rescued 
him. Forty of the leaders were hung. Others had a foot or 
a hand cut off, or an eye put out. After reducing Ulubat, 
where he blinded the bishop, he returned in triumph to 
Constantinople. 

The nephew of Andronicos, Isaac Scbastocrator, the son 
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of the Emperor's sister, seeing the unpopularity of his uncle. 



Isaac seizes made an effort to obtain the crown. He made his way to 
Cyprus. Cyprus, assumed the government of the island, and seemed 
to believe that a policy of cruelty and severe punishment 
towards all who opposed him was the likeliest to insure his 
safety. The Emperor, being unable to seize and punish Isaac, 
vented his spite on two of his relations who had become 
sureties for his good behaviour. One of these had been a 
violent partisan of Andronicos : neither of them had been in 
a position where he could control the movements or influence 
the conduct of Isaac. According to custom, all the nobility 
attended the Emperor on the feast of the Ascension. The 
two nobles in question were present, and were in fact taken 
to court against their will. One of the wretched instruments of 
the tyrant, a certain Hagiochristophorides, whom the people 
not inappropriately called Antichristophorides, took up a large 
stone in presence of the nobles, invited the bystanders to 
follow his example, and threatened those who neglected to do 
His sure- so that they themselves would be stoned. The two sureties 
murdered, wcre stoncd to death ; one of them was buried in the Jewish 

cemetery and the other thrown into the Golden Horn. 
Reaction The tide of popular sentiment had now begun to turn. 
Aiidro- Andronicos was recognised in his true character as a brutal 



and selfish tyrant. It was observed that he was now as 
anxious to get rid of those who had helped him to 
obtain the throne as he had formerly been to remove 
the partisans of the boy-Emperor. In spite of the tears 
of the old hypocrite, his regret that the laws should be 
so severe— for in most cases his victims wcre duly condemned 
according to regular process of law— his protests that the 
decisions of the judges had overridden his own desires, the 
people justly attributed the unusual cruelties to him alone. 
These cruelties marked almost every day of his reign, and 
were the sole cause of the growing disaffection. He had 
bc^um his reign amid a popular welcome. His splendid 
physique and his stately appearance had always done much 
to recommend him. The people would have pardoned the 
looseness of conduct which caused him always to have one or 
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two mistresses at the same table with his wife, if he had 
restrained his savage cruelty. He had begun several reforms His 
which justly tended to make him popular. He had repressed ^ 
the rapacity of the nobles, though he plundered them himself 
unmercifully. He was the terror of the tax-farmers, from the 
severity with which he punished any exactions. He made 
unjust judges tremble. He chose able governors for the pro- 
vinces, and insisted upon order being kept. He increased 
the imperial revenue without levj'ing new taxes. He punished 
wreckers with a severity which was greatly applauded in a 
seafaring community. He commenced a new aqueduct in 
the capital, was easy of access, and, in the words of Nicetas, 
had only one balance, in which he weighed alike great and 
small, the strong and the weak. But these benefits were for- 
gotten in presence of the madness which had come over him, 
and which made him a monster of cruelty. The day on 
which he left his palace on the Marmora to visit his capital, 
some six or seven tniles away, was looked on as a fatal day, 
because experience had shown that some one was certain to 
fall a victim to his insensate fury. The desire of bloodshed 
had become his strongest passion, and he counted that as a 
lost day on which some one had not been killed. 

It is worth noting some of the principal acts of his cruelty, insunccs 
Alexis, a natural son of Manuel, had been married to a audiy. 
natural daughter of Andronicos. He was charged with being 
concerned in an attempt on the life of the Kmperor. His eyes 
were put out ; he was banished and sentenced to perpetual 
imprisonment. The tyrant forbade his own daughter to come 
to court, because she wept for her husband and put on 
mourning against his orders. Most of the servants of Alexis 
were blinded. His secretary was burned alive in the hippo- 
drome, a punishment which was altogether unusual, and 
appears greatly to have shocked the people. The eyes of 
Tripsycos. one of his chief ministers, were put out, though, 
with the exception of Antichristophoridcs. he had been the 
chief instrument of the Kmpcror's cruelty. The prisons were 
filled with victims, most of whom had been blinded. 

The troubles which were crowding upon the Empire by 
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the forward movement of the Turks in Asia Minor, and 
especially by the conquest of Salonica and the subsequent 
advance of the Sicilians, enraged the Emperor. He called 
a meeting of the judges, and, taking care that Hagio- 
christophorides was present to intimidate them by the 
roar of his voice, he submitted to them the question 
whether — in presence of the facts that there were various 
pretenders to the throne, that there were many rebels who 
had been banished or had escaped, that there were conspira- 
tors in prison who were not only hostile to the State but gave 
encouragement to its enemies, and that so long as it was 
known that they did not meet with the most severe punish- 
ment, there would be no safety — all political prisoners had 
not forfeited their lives, and whether death was not the sole 
remedy against traitors thus incurably hostile ? They had 
taken the sword and ought to perish by the sword.* He had 
taken care that the decision should be as he wished. The 
sentence was not carried out, in consequence of the inter- 
ference of the Emperor's son Manuel, who took the legal 
objections that the authority of the judges was not sufficient, 
that the death warrant ought to be signed by the Emperor 
himself, and that the condemnation was too general and 
included far too many persons an answer imbued with the 
spirit of Justinian law. 
Attack The old tyrant became daily more anxious for his own 

upon saac. g^ifety, and for this purpose sent Hagiochristophorides to 
learn from a soothsayer, who during the reign of Manuel had 
been imprisoned and blinded for the practice of witchcraft, 
the name of his successor to the throne. The soothsayer 
produced in the dregs of a cup a sigma and an iota, which 
were taken to indicate Isaac. The Emperor judged this indi- 
cation to point to Isaac, the Isaurian, whom he had for some 
time distrusted as a claimant to the throne. Hagiochristo- 
phorides determined to obtain possession of another Isaac to 
whom he believed the prediction to refer, and, in order to 
prevent its fulfilment, went with a sufficient following to his 
house to arrest him. This was Isaac Angelos, who appears 

' Niccias. Andronicos Comncn<JS H. gives the commencement of the decree. 
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to have been regarded by the Emperor as a man not worth 
troubling about. Isaac refused to go with Hagiochristo- 
phorides, and when the minister attempted to arrest him, 
rushed at him, sword in hand, and struck off his head. Im- 
mediately afterwards he galloped at full speed to the Great 
Church to seek sanctuar>% crying, as he entered, that he had 
killed Hagiochristophorides. As the news spread throughout 
the city a great crowd sympathising with Isaac rushed to the 
church. Those who had given bail for the good conduct of 
the fugitive and all his friends were in the utmost alarm, and 
in their despair appealed to the people to hide them or to 
fight for them. Isaac remained all night in the church, 
accompanied by some of his friends. On the following 
morning many of the inhabitants returned to the church and 
vowed to do all that they could to save him and to ruin 
Andronicos. 

On the day of the death of Hagiochristophorides, the Revolt of 
Emperor was absent at his summer palace, probably at 
Maltepe on the Marmora.* When the news reached him 
he appears to have recognised that the sympathy of the city 
was with the slayer, and to have believed that his safest 
policy was to make no fuss about the death. He wrote at 
once to warn the people against sedition, but he commenced 
his warning with the declaration : * Let bygones be bygones. 
There will be no inquiry into what is past.' His friends 
endeavoured to quiet the people, and the Emperor returned 
to the capital for the same purpose. It was indeed high 
time to act, for the populace was furious. There was 
scarcely a man who had not some friend or acquaintance 
who had fallen a victim to the tyrant's cruelty, and by this 
time all the halo of his youth and early reputation had been 
dispelled. The mob broke open the prisons. All who had 
arms brought them out. Isaac was proclaimed Emperor. 
One of the guardians of Hagia Sophia, which continued to be 
the centre of the agitation, reached down the famous crown 

* At Mcludion, Niccta*. t'onstaniius says that this was at IIunkLir 
ScaJo>%i, near Bcicm on the Bci^^phorus. Hut thU is incon^Ulcnt with the ilc- 
Kription given of the l(>caJiiy \ty Niccta<», 




86 



THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



of Constantine, which usually hung over the high altar, 
and endeavoured to place it on his head. Isaac at first 
refused. John Ducas, an old man, one of his sureties and 
uncle of Isaac, offered to accept. The people, however, cried 
out that they would have no other old Emperor with white 
hair and forked beard.* They had had enough of such men 
with Andronicos, and clamoured for Isaac. The patriarch 
was pressed into service by the crowd, and in this way Isaac 
Angelos was proclaimed Emperor and compelled to receive 
the crown. 



ror^miirns Andronicos on his arrival in the city went at once to the 
to the city. Great Palace which adjoined Hagia Sophia. From its win- 



dows he could see much that passed. His first idea was to 
attack the populace in and around the Great Church, and 
his orders were given to this effect, but the imperial troops 
had no heart for the fight. They could see that all sections 
of the people were animated with but one object, to replace 
their old ruler by Isaac. Among their own number there 
were many who sympathised with the people j^ainst the 
white-bearded monster whose crown was now hanging in the 
balance. When the tyrant saw that his orders were not 
obeyed, he himself took a bow, went up into one of the 
balconies of the palace, and drew upon those who were below. 
The people saw him, and cared nothing for his arrows or for 
anything he could do. He then endeavoured to treat. 
Speaking probably still from the balcony overlooking the 
precincts of the Great Church, where the surging populace 
which had rallied round Isaac Angelos was closely packed 
together, he proposed to abdicate in favour of his son 
Manuel. The proposal was treated with scorn. The mob 
answered that they would have neither him nor his son. 
Every kind of opprobrious epithet was hurled at him. His 
appearance had only added to the popular fury. The popu- 
lace, no longer content with declaring for Isaac, determined 
to revenge itself upon their enemy. An attack was made 
upon the palace. A small gate called Karea was broken 
open, and the mob rushed through in pursuit of their victim. 

• The coins of Andronicos represent him with a forked beard. 
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Andronicos saw that resistance was useless, and that the only 
chance of saving his life lay in flight. Hastily throwing 
aside a cross which he usually wore, and by which he might 
have been recognised, taking off his purple buskins, and 
exchanging the imperial hat for a common Russian cap, he 
rc-entcrcd the galley which had brought him from his 
summer palace, arid, taking his young wife and a concubine 
with him, he fled the capital with all speed, in order if 
possible to take refuge among the Russians. 

Meantime the populace was pouring into the palace with Isaac pro- 

- , , claimed 

Isaac at its head. All resistance seems to have been at an Emperor, 
end with the flight of the Emperor, and in a short time Isaac 
had obtained entire possession of the imperial dwelling. The 
mob was wild with excitement. Discipline there was none. 
Isaac was again hastily proclaimed Emperor, and imme- 
diately gave orders for the pursuit of his enemy. The 
mob meantime swept through the various rooms of the 
palace, and helped itself to a large amount of treasure. 
According to Nicetas, it carried off not only all the coins 
which were there, but twelve hundred pounds weight of gold, 
three thousand pounds of silver, two hundred pounds weight 
of copper, and indeed almost everything else that was port- 
able. Even the chapel, perhaps with the exception of that 
in the other palace at lilachern, the richest in the world, was 
not spared, and among other objects pillaged on the occa- 
sion was the reliquary, which was said to contain the letters 
written by Jesus Christ to King Abgarus.' 

After some days, when order was restored, the news ar- Capture of 

Andro 

rivcd that Andronicos had been captured. He had gone nicos. 
through the liosphorus, but had stopped a few miles from the 
Black Sea entrance at Kilia. The inhabitants did not recog- 
nlNC the Emperor, though from his appearance and that of his 
party they suspected him to be a fugitive of high rank. They 
even prepared a vessel with the object of capturing him, but 

• Id ihe Greek Church ihc rclu|uaric!. arc usually uf very great value. At Mount 
Atho«, mhcrc the Virgin's girdle ami a great number of other relics arc prci»crved, 
the ca*kct^ in which they arc conlaincti are comiK»ed of silver and gold set \*ith 
precious frtoocs, anil are often, as I can tciiify from a vi^il made there in iSbj, of 
great licauty and value. 
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neglected to make the attempt until he left their village. 
The sea, however, drove the imperial party back, and the 
villagers taking courage seized him and the two ladies, bound 
him, and placed all three in one of their vessels. Then the 
old man disclosed who was their captive, and used his utmost 
eloquence to persuade his captors to allow him to escape. 
All his efforts were in vain. He was carried back to Con- 
stantinople, some thirty miles distant, and was surrendered 
to Isaac. The latter had now taken up his residence in the 
palace of Blachern, and ordered Andronicos to be imprisoned 
within its precincts in the tower of Anema, a tower which 
with its prisons still exists. He was brought before Isaac 
with a chain around his neck and his feet also in irons. The 
mob which had assembled on the occasion claimed the 
prisoner as justly their victim. He had been the public 
enemy, and he ought to be punished by the populace. He 
was kicked ; he was struck with fists ; his teeth were knocked 
out ; his white hair was pulled out. The women were more 
violent than the men. The tyrant who had murdered or 
blinded their husbands, who had cut off their hands or their 
feet, was now in their power. He was hastily condemned to 
have his hand cut off, and was sent back to the prison of 
Anema, where he was left for a time without even bread or 
water. Some days after he was again exposed to the fury of 
the mob he had outraged. He was deprived of an eye, and 
then, bareheaded and with no clothing except a common shirt, 
was placed upon a camel and led through the streets. There 
he was given up to the popular fury, and amid mad excite- 
ment and a burning desire to make an end of the man who 
had done so much wrong, he was led to the hippodrome, was 
hung up by his feet between two columns, and perished 
miserably at the hands of the mob. 
^'^^^ Isaac Angelos, the new Emperor, was the child of the 

revolution. He had not been anxious to become Emperor, 
but had accepted the throne almost in self-defence. He was 
, a weak sovereign, and little fitted to cope with the diflRcultics 

which the dynastic struggles since the death of Manuel had 
created. He was the grandson of Constantine Angelos, who 
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had married Theodora, the youngest daughter of Alexis the 
First Constantine had given no evidence of ability. His 
son, Andronicos Angelos, had in 1 178 shown himself so great 
a coward that Manuel had threatened to send him around the 
streets of Constantinople dressed in women's clothes. Isaac, 
the new Emperor, and his successor, Alexis the Third, were 
the sons of this coward. By the laws of succession Isaac had 
no right to the throne. But there was no strict law as to 
hereditary succession, and inasmuch as Isaac reigned by the 
consent of the capital, his title was as good as that of his 
predecessors. In theory the Emperors still reigned by the 
will of the people, but the machinery by which that will was 
expressed had long since become useless. Usually, when 
there had been an able son ready to succeed his father, he had 
mounted the throne without opposition. When, as in the 
case of Manuel, there was only a boy, the want of a well- 
undcrstcKxl and generally-accepted law of succession made 
itself felt Soon after Isaac ascended the throne, he declared 
that he would never consent to put any one to death, a senti- 
mental declaration which has been made in our own times by 
a sovereign in the same city, and has been equally well kept 
The pcisition of affairs when Isaac succeeded was worse 
than it had ever been in the Empire at any earlier time. The 
Sicilians, who had invaded the Empire, nominally in order to 
support Alexis, a nephew of Manuel, against the tyrant 
Andronicos, had crossed the Balkan peninsula, had taken 
p<isscssion of Salonica, had sacked it, and were steadily and 
successfully working their way northwards with the design 
even of attacking the capital itself The Turks in Asia 
Minor were ever>^wherc on the watch, and were soon to make 
their first serious expedition into the European territories of 
the Empire. Isaac Comnenos was still in possession of Cyprus, 
uhich he refused to deliver up to Isaac as obstinately as he 
had refused to surrender it to Andronicos. The Bulgarians 
and the W'allachs, seeing the troubles in the capital, were 
preparing for revolt, and were dreaming of placing the de- 
.sccndants of their ancient kings upon independent thrones. 
Members of the imjXTial family were at tlifferent places 
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meditating revolt and awaiting favourable opportunities to 
proclaim themselves emperors. The ten years between 1185 
and 119s, during which Alexis Angelos reigned, were full of 
troubles, not the least of which arose directly from the dispute 
among the members of the imperial family itself. 

The first and most pressing difficulty which Isaac had to 
encounter arose from the presence of the Normans in Salonica, 
His general's efforts against them were crowned with success. 
Mosynopolis was recaptured and the enemy was again de- 
feated on the plains of Demetriza. Salon ica was recaptured. 
Alexis Comnenos, who had urged the Sicilians to undertake 
the expedition and had accompanied them, was taken prisoner 
and blinded. Those who could took ship and endeavoured to 
escape. A storm destroyed many and drove others back, who 
were slaughtered by the people whom they had grievously 
wronged. 

In the engagement of Demetriza the two leaders, Count 
Baldwin or Aldwin, and Richard, the brother-in-law of 
Tancred, were made prisoners. They were sent to the capital, 
and when brought into the presence of the Emperor behaved 
themselves with characteristic insolence. The Emperor, clothed 
in imperial purple set with pearls, seated on his throne of 
gold, and surrounded by his guard, ordered his distinguished 
prisoners to be brought before him. He asked Baldwin why 
he had written in reply to the Anointed of the Lord ^ letters 
which were full of insolence. Baldwin answered by express- 
ing his contempt for the Emperor, remarked that the im- 
perial sword was good enough against effeminate and un- 
•armourcd bodies, alluding to the death of Hagiochristophori- 
des, and told him that instead of being used to wear a helmet 
and armour, and to sleep in the open air under his shield, he 
had been brought up tenderly, had feared to be whipped by 
his tutor, and was a stranger to the noise of war or the call 
of the trumpet to battle.' 

He volunteered the advice that the best thing the Em- 
peror could do would be to lay aside his crown, and give it 
and the other imperial insignia to a prince who could win 
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battles, and to be careful to keep in the good graces of such 
a prince. The Emperor appears to have taken the insolence 
good-naturedly, and on Baldwin afterwards endeavouring to 
explain away his offensive language, and on his flattering the 
Emperor, he and Richard were sent back to prison. Shortly 
afteru'ards Baldwin was set at liberty, on his consenting never 
again to give aid to those who were fighting against Isaac. 

Isaacs enemies, however, were pressing upon him from 
every side. The aged Sultan of Iconium, when he heard of 
the revolution in Constantinople which had placed Isaac on 
the throne, and that the imperial army was engaged against 
the Sicilians, passed over into Thrace and made a great raid, 
in which he captured many flocks, much other booty, and a 
great number of prisoners. Nicetas hints that he only retired 
on receiving large presents and a promise of an annual pay- 
ment 

Isaac escaped invasion from the King of Hungary by ask- ^vi^achs 
ing the hand of a daughter of Bela, king of that country, who 
was only ten years old. The expenses of the marriage led 
him into new difficulties. To meet these expenses he levied 
heavy tribute upon the Wallachs of the Balkans.* There- 
upon they revolted. They were led by two brothers, Peter 
and Asan, who came to the capital to represent their 
grievances, were treated as barbarians and otherwise insulted, 
returned to the mountains, and were soon at the head of a 
formidable movement. Peter was crowned and assumed the 
purple buskins, and captured a considerable number of pri- 
soners and of booty. Isaac put himself at the head of his 
troops and chased him beyond the Danube. No sooner had 
the victor commenced his march home than Asan recrossed 
the river, accompanied by a large band of Patchinaks. In- 
stead of returning, Isaac sent his uncle John Sebastrocator to 
attack the enemy. But the imperial family was full of sus- 
picion and distrust, and before any engagement had taken 
place Isaac recalled him, under the belief that he would use 
the imperial army to obtain possession of the throne. He 
was replaced by John Cantacuzenos, the Emperor's brother- 

* NkctM says *on the M)'siaa<, who arc now called Wallachs,' 
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in-law, a man whose eyes had been put out by Andronicos. 
The blind general soon came to grief. The enemy retired 
before him into the mountains, whither the imperial troops 
followed him. A battle took place, where Asan had the ad- 
vantage of the ground, and in spite of an attempt at a rally, 
in which John leaped on a horse and called on his men to 
follow him, without knowing whither he was going, the im- 
perial troops were cut to pieces. 

John was succeeded by Alexis Branas, a careful soldier, 
but a man who had already made an attempt to obtain the 
imperial throne. He had tried to bring about a revolution in 
the capital, like that which had placed Isaac himself on the 
throne. He had entered the Great Church, had spoken of his 
services against the Sicilians, and had claimed the help of 
those present against Isaac. The latter, however, had par- 
doned him, and now placed him in command of the army. 
After he had defeated the enemy, he once more proclaimed 
himself Emperor at Adrianople, and set out for the capital. 
The best portion of the imperial troops was with him. On 
arriving before the walls he endeavoured to persuade the 
people and the troops to open the gates and to receive him 
as emperor. This attempt having failed, he drew up his 
troops and prepared to attack the city. The Emperor had 
already sent out men belonging to the city-guard to harass 
his movements. On the day following his arrival, these 
troops fought with the rebellious army from dawn to midday, 
the latter having the advantage in consequence of their better 
discipline, of the number of Sicilians who were in their ranks, 
and of their being better armed. The city-guard, therefore, 
had to retreat within the walls. Branas gave his troops five 
days' rest, and prepared for a general attack. He sent a de- 
tachment of soldiers round to the north side of the Golden 
Horn, and collected a great number of fishermen and sailors 
from the Marmora, who were ready to assist in the siege. A 
severe fight took place at the junction of the Bosphorus ^ and 

* *Ht«j w6pos $ohs KiKK-fitrKtrai^ Nicetas, 494. The name Bosphorus, so far as 
I can find, was never applied by the Byzantine writers to the whole of the Straits, 
Imt only to the part lielween the city ami Chryso|X)lis or Scutari. At the latter 
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the Golden Horn, between the fleet of small caYques, probably 
little different in their graceful shape from those which still 
dot the Marmora, aided by the detachment already men- 
tioned from the army and the imperial fleet. The caTques 
were well handled, and gave great trouble to the heavy 
vessels of the fleet ; and though the victory was claimed by 
the latter, the caiques were, in most cases, able to reach the 
shore when hard pressed, and were there protected by the 
troops of Branas. 

The rebel general now made preparations to take the city Isaac is 
by famine. Me forbade the entry of any provisions by land, conrad 
and prepared a fleet to cut off the supply by sea after it had 
defeated that of the Emperor. Isaac was not unpopular in 
the city, and the people were disposed to stand by him, but 
he was wanting in energy, and might have lost his throne 
had there not been present one who was ready to lend his 
services in the defence. Conrad, the son of the Marquis of 
Montfcrrat,' had come to Constantinople to marry Theodora, 
the Empcror*s sister, and it was while he was there that 
Branas appeared before the walls. Conrad found that the 
prciKirations for resistance were feeble, that the palace was 
filled with monks, whom Isaac had invited in order that they 
might pray for the cessation of civil war, and for his continu- 
ance in authority as Emperor. Conrad pointed out that other 
arms than spiritual ones were necessary, and that the Emperor 
must be ready at once to sacrifice money and men if he 
would meet a rebellion, where nearly the whole of his soldiers 
were fighting in revolt 

The Emperor, aroused by Conrad's remonstrances, pre- 
pared vigorously for resistance. His efforts were seconded 
by the inhabitants. Conrad himself set to work to organise 
the defence. He raised two hundred horsemen and five hun- 
dred foot, principally from the Italians. He found Georgians 

city there U Mill a vkharf or scala known as ihe Ox-scala,and I would suggest that 
the mjrth which has gathered around the name Bosporos has its foundation in the 
£xct that, fuvm the earliest existence of Hyzantium, the ox-ferry would be in the 
I bcc to lihirh the term Is apjilictl by the Byzantine writers. 

• Thi» i iinm\ was an elder brother of lioniface, the leader of the expedition to 
OKV<itaniiD*jple in 1 203. Sec tables in l)u Cangc's Otfseri'ations on VilUkardouiu. 
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and Saracens in the city, who were there for the purposes of 
commerce, and enlisted them also in the imperial service, and 
from the court he enrolled a thousand men of good condition. 
The spirit of Conrad seemed to have passed into the Em- 
peror. He collected the inhabitants in the precincts of Bla- 
chern, and urged them to do their utmost for the defence. 
He begged those who might be hostile to him — in this having 
specially in view John Sebastrocator, whose son had recently 
been married to the daughter of Branas — to remain quiet 
and await the issue of the combat, or to pass openly to the 
enemy. 

Meantime the besiegers had drawn up their troops for the 
attack. Conrad advised that the newly-raised forces should 
make a sortie and fight them on the outside of the walls. The 
gates were accordingly opened. Conrad took command of 
the foreign troops, Isaac of the right wing, and Manuel the 
Protostrator of the left. After some hours spent in skirmish- 
ing, the infantry joined their bucklers, raised their lances, and 
charged, while at the same time the cavalry struck at the 
flank of the rebels In spite of the exertions of Branas, who 
urged his troops to remain firm, reminding them that they 
were far more numerous than their adversaries, the rebellious 
army could not withstand the charge, and Branas was unable 
to stop their flight. He himself rushed at Conrad, who was 
fighting without helmet and with his body bound round with 
eighteen folds of linen instead of a buckler. Branas, as he 
came close to Conrad, threw a dart at him, which wounded 
him slightly in the shoulder. At once Conrad charged him 
with his lance and sent its head into his cheek. The rebel 
fell from his horse, received other wounds, and died on the 
field. The day was already won ; but, to the credit of the 
citizens, when once it was clear that the army had been dis- 
persed very little blood was shed. Isaac pardoned those who 
had taken part in the revolt and were willing to swear fidelity 
for the future. So far all was well. Then, however, there 
followed an incident which showed how completely demoral- 
ised the capital had become in consequence of these various 
struggles for the throne, and of the disputes between the 
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natives and foreigners. The citizens had been on the 
side of the Emperor. The Italians and other foreigners 
in the city had helped him to defeat Branas. When the 
victory was gained, permission was given to, or taken by, 
the troops under Conrad to plunder the villas and the houses 
in the neighbourhood of Constantinople belonging to those 
who had fought on the side of the rebel. As we have seen, 
the fishermen and others outside Constantinople had assisted 
Branas, and the sack also of their houses and churches was 
the result But these people had many friends within the 
city, and, indeed, it is probable that many of the houses 
plundered belonged to the inhabitants of the capital. More- 
over, as the plunderers had a large admixture of foreigners 
among them, the sack was resented by the population 
of the capital as due especially to foreign influence. The Attack 
resentment of the mob naturally fell upon the foreigners. 
The whole city was in commotion. The Italian quarter was ^^o^o'**^^ 
attacked. The nobles and the Emperor did their best to 
prevent a fight, as, indeed, they had done to prevent the 
plunder of the houses and churches on the Marmora. But 
their influence over the mob was for a time fruitless. The 
wine-shops had been visited, and a portion of the mob was 
half drunk. The Italians raised barricades in the streets 
leading to their quarter, fought bravely behind them, and 
killed a considerable number of the mob before the troops 
sent by the Emperor could disperse it and restore tranquillity. 
The riot had continued all night 

While the Emperor Isaac Angelos was contending with J^^^^'^ 
Wallachs and Bulgarians, with Sicilians and with the Pretender 
Branas, Isaac Comnenos still retained the possession over 
Cyprus which he had seized during the reign of Andronicos. 
He imitated the latter in one respect — that of cruelty — with 
great success. The Emperor endeavoured to buy his sub- 
mission, and suggested that, as he had been justified in 
resisting Andronicos, he had come fairly into the possession 
of the island, but that, now the tyrant was dead, he should 
give it up to the lawful Emperor ; if he did so he would be 
rewarded. Isaac, however, refused, and there followed im- 
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perial decrees, which were as fruitless as the offers of reward. 
The Emperor accordingly prepared a fleet of seventy vessels 
for the conquest of the island. The command was given to 
John Contostephanos, who was an old man, and to Alexis, 
the nephew of the Emperor, who had been blinded by Andro- 
nicos. The expedition was a failure. It arrived safely, the 
troops landed, but a storm dispersed the ships, which were in 
great part taken possession of by Sicilian vessels.* The troops 
were defeated, the leaders captured and sent prisoners to Sicily. 
Isaac of Cyprus offered service in his army to some of the rank 
and file of his captives. Those who refused were subjected 
to horrible cruelties. This defeat was in 1186. In 1 190 our 



Richard of English Richard the Lion-hearted left Sicily with a hundred 
f^xzlr^ and fifty ships and fifty galleys, landed in Cyprus, defeated 
Cyprus. force which opposed him, and on the following day sur- 

prised the rest of Isaac's army and utterly routed it The 
inhabitants hastened at once to throw off the rule of their 
tyrant and to accept that of an English king. Richard 
took possession of all the island, captured Isaac, loaded him 
with chains, and sent him to Palestine. The captor drew his 
stores from Cyprus as long as he remained in the Holy 
Land. 

Revolt of Meantime, the Wallachs and Bulgarians, although defeated 
and Bui- by Branas in the Balkans, had been dispersed but not crushed, 
garians. fhey had again mustered their forces, and were in rebel- 
lion. While Branas had been making his attempt before 
Constantinople in 1 1 86, their preparations for a second war 
were being completed. The Emperor determined in the spring 
of the following year to march against them himself He 
invited Conrad to accompany him, but the crusader, who was 
dissatisfied with the empty title of Ca?sar, and apparently 
with his wife, preferred rather to sail for Palestine, where, 
after obtaining several victories over the Saracens, he was 
assassinated by an emissary of Khasis, the Old Man of the 
Mountain. Isaac went to Adrianoplc, and thence to Bastcrna, 
near to which place he came up with the enemy. Nicetas 
accompanied him in this expedition as his secretary, and 
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relates in detail what he saw ; how the Wallachs first threw 
their darts, then charged with their lances, but fled before the 
steady march of the Romans in order to induce the latter to 
break their line ; how, as soon as the imperial troops ceased 
to advance, they returned to the charge with the utmost fury, 
and would have succeeded if the Emperor had not brought up 
his reserve. The enemy was defeated, but Asan continually 
harassed the imperial troops, marched hither and thither, 
kept them occupied during the whole of the summer, until at 
length the Emperor returned to the capital, and placed his 
troops in winter quarters near Philippopolis, and postponed 
operations until the spring of 1188. When spring came 
three months were spent in the siege of Lovtcha, without 
being able to capture it, and Isaac returned to the capital. 
During the next three years the Wallachs and Bulgarians 
continued in revolt They were joined by a band of Comans, 
and held possession of a large portion of the open country to 
the north of the Balkans. In 1191 Isaac himself again took 
the field against them, but with the result that he was sur- 
prised and narrowly escaped capture. This success encou- 
raged the enemy to make further attempts against the Empire. 
The rebels were no longer content to ravage the open country 
and to plunder villages, but they boldly attacked the forti- 
fied towns. They pillaged Achialos, the port of the Gulf 
of Bourgas ; they captured Varna, and burnt or otherwise 
injured Triaditza and Nyssa Isaac acted with vigour, re- 
captured Varna and Achialos, but found that the whole of the 
country between the Danube and the Balkans was in revolt. 
Even the Servians had now broken out into insurrection. 
Isaac matched against the latter, met the enemy on the banks 
of the Morava, and defeated Him. Thence, after a journey 
beyond Nisch to visit Bcla, king of Hungary, he returned to 
Constantinople. 

Constantine Angelos, his cousin, who had been appointed Attempts 
governor of Philippopolis, was more successful against the uJI^ne.^* 
Wallachs than the Emperor had been. Peter and Asan were 
defeated. Constantine seems to have thought that his suc- 
cesses supplied the opportunity he wanted to assume the 




98 



THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



imperial robe. He accordingly wrote to his brother-in-law, 
Basil, who was then at Adrianople, asking his aid in an 
attempt upon the throne. He set out from Philippopolis to 
meet Basil, but was arrested by some of his own followers, who 
sought safety in this act and in delivering Constantino to the 
Emperor. He was sentenced to lose his eyes, and gave no 
further trouble to the Emperor. 

The struggles with the Wallachs, Bulgarians, and Comans, 
and the pretenders in Europe, had encouraged a Theodore 
Mankaphas to revolt. He had raised a party in his favour in 
1 1 89 in the city of Philadelphia, had taken the title of king, 
and had coined money in his own name. Isaac hastened to 
oppose him, but the city was too strong to be taken by assault, 
and the Emperor had to be content to treat. The pretender 
consented to abandon his claims to a crown, and the city 
gave hostages for good behaviour. Shortly after, however, 
when an imperial general was sent against it, Mankaphas fled 
to the young Sultan of Iconium, who gave him assistance for 
a while, but who ultimately considered it safer to surrender 
him to Isaac. 

Other pretenders of less importance were continually 
cropping up during the whole of Isaac's reign. A certain 
Alexis gave himself out to be a son of the Emperor Manuel, 
and bore to the real Alexis a resemblance which made many 
believe in his tale. He alleged that his father had ordered 
him to be thrown into the sea, but that he had been saved by 
his intended executioners. He made his way to Iconium, 
told his tale to the Sultan, who professed to believe that he 
was the person he represented himself to be, and received 
from him promises of aid. These promises were so far kept 
that he was allowed to raise volunteers, with whom he de- 
vastated the country round the Meander. The leaders sent 
against him feared to attack, because of the belief which 
existed among their own followers that Alexis was what he 
claimed to be. Even the Emperor's brother shared this fear, 
and the pretender might have given much more serious 
trouble than he did if he had not been murdered in a private 
quarrel. Hardly was his death known than another impostor 
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took the same name, pretended to the same origin, and 
obtained a following in Paphlagonia. His career, however, 
was soon cut short by the imperial troops. There were many 
other pretenders in the provinces. Even the capital was not 
free from such attempts. A nephew of Andronicos, named 
Isaac, who had escaped from prison, took refuge in Hagia 
Sophia, endeavoured to raise the people, was captured and 
died under torture. Andronicos, a son of Alexis Comnenos, 
who was governor of Salonica, was accused of an attempt to 
make himself Emperor, was brought to the capital to answer 
the charge, and was condemned to lose his eyes. Nicetas 
mentions other pretenders both in the provinces and in the 
capital, whose attempts similarly failed, and justly attributes 
these revolts mainly to the weakness with which Isaac 
governed. It must be added also that the attacks which had 
been made during a generation past upon the throne and 
upon the Empire had destroyed the reputation which had sur- 
rounded the sovereign authority. For centuries after the 
Emperors had lost the attributes of divinity, they had yet been 
regarded as sacreil personages. Though the doctrine of the 
divine right of kings, as known in England two centuries ago, 
had not yet been invented, there had yet been a sanction 
hetlging in a king in the sense that rebellion had been regarded 
as a sin of the deei>est die, as well as the greatest of crimes. 
Moreover, the growth of the commercial spirit was rapidly 
changing the form of government from an absolute monarchy 
to an oligarchy of nobles and merchant princes. The will of 
the people of the capital, when led by a popular noble and 
expressed by popular riot, and not even in a regularly con- 
stituted fashion, had come to be regardetl as the sole source of 
authority, and the Em|XTor thus easily appointed could be as 
easily deposed. When, as in the case of Isaac, the sovereign 
had little to recommend him to the favour of the |K)pulace, it 
is not surprising that many attempts should have been made 
to supplant him. The old machinery for learning the popular 
uill through a college of senators and a reprocnlation of the 
arti>ans only existed in form. The modern de\icc> of repre- 
sentative government were unknown. At a time when even 
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in the New Rome the soldier readily became a peaceful 
citizen, and the peaceful citizen a soldier, a popular tumult 
was sufficient to change the ruler. 

Isaac himself was idle, or rather was willing that the labour 
of government should be on his ministers. We may see how 
diminished the authority of the Emperor had become in the 
fact that one of these ministers, Theodore Castamonites, 
allowed himself to be called lord and emperor* by the flat- 
terers who hung about his court. So long as Isaac could be 
free to visit his palace on the shores of the Marmora and his 
houses in the islands, could be attended with his mistresses 
and his buffoons, could be dressed in what his subjects re- 
garded as the magnificence of Solomon and have everywhere 
and always a luxurious table, he was content that his favourite 
of the hour should bear the burden of government. His 
laziness and extravagance, his meanness and rapacity, had 
already alienated the sympathy of the populace, while his 
misgovernment contrasted unfavourably with the rule even of 
the cruel Andronicos. It began now to be remembered that 
the tyrant had reformed the judiciary, had punished judges 
with severity for the taking of bribes, had sent the best men 
to be governors and judges at his own charge, and had given 
them salaries instead of allowing them to buy their offices and 
sell their judgments. Isaac sent officers into the country after 
the fashion of the apostles, says Nicctas, without purse or 
scrip, although he knew that it was their duty to do justice 
indifferently, and to pay into the treasury what they had levied 
from the people. Andronicos had encouraged traders, and had 
been especially anxious to increase the commerce of the 
country and to allow ships to pass to and fro in safety. Isaac 
debased the coinage, increased taxation, spent what he raised 
in building palaces or on his own luxuries, and was believed 

• Nicctas, p. 575. 8€<rirrfn7f iral fiaffiKtvs. Despot had formerly been a title ex- 
clusively l)elonging to the Emperor. At a later peri«xi it was conferred on other 
memljcrs of the imperial family. Sebastocrator was a title which during the 
twelfth century seems to have been the highest given to a minister. Casar was 
in that century the title next in rank below the sebastocrator, but it had been 
given to several persons at the same lime. Protoubastos indicated a rank below 
each of these. 
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to share the bribes which his ministers exacted. Even 
Nicetas, monk though he was, complained of his selfish super- 
stition, of the money he had wasted on churches, chapels, and 
monasteries. The Emperor went into ecstasies when he saw 
a picture of the Virgin, endowed several of her shrines, and 
exposed pictures at street comers to excite the devotion of 
the people. He scattered money with profusion among the 
populace, but had to sell the magistracies and other public 
appointments in order to obtain it His conduct had made 
him deservedly unpopular with the people, since his mis- 
government in tampering with the coin, in selling monopolies, 
in debasing the justiciary, in harassing commerce, and in 
diminishing the security of property seriously injured the trade 
of the country, which I must repeat was by far the most im- 
portant interest A new trouble with his old enemies the 
Bulgarians and Wallachs brought his reign to an end. 

In 1 195 these peoples were again troubling the Empire, [^"J^^^^^^ 
and as the experience of Isaac had shown him the danger of hisbroihrr 
entrusting the command of the imjxjrial army to his generals, {^c!^ 
he determined himself once more to take the field against 
them. He had collected a large army and had asked for the 
aid of the King of Hungary. In the month of March he left 
Constantinople. He had been warned that it would be unsafe 
to leave the capital without taking precautions against his 
brother Alexis, and had accused those who warned him of 
wishing to destroy the fraternal understanding which had 
always existed between them. Isaac went to Rodosto on the 
Marmora, about seventy miles from Constantinople, and there 
celebrated Easter. Thence he went on to Cypsclla, the modern 
Ipsala, on the Hebrus or Maritza, and while waiting for the 
arrival of a portion of his troops went out hunting and invited 
his brother Alexis to accompany him. Alexis excused him- 
self on the pretence that he was about to be bled on .iccount 
of illne.ss. Isaac therefore went alone. His brother remained 
at home to carry out a plot in which he was the principal 
figure. A conspiracy, the secret of which had been well kept, 
had been formed among the nobles for de|K)sing Is;iac and 
placing Alexis on the throne. During tlie absence of the 
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Emperor the pretender was proclaimed. As Isaac returned 
he was met by a few of his servants who remained faithful, 
and informed of what had taken place. He stopped, crossed 
himself, took out the miniature of the Virgin , which he always 
carried, kissed it, and, seeing that the friends of Alexis were 
galloping towards him, turned and fled. He was, however, 
intercepted, given up to the rebels, and was sent as a prisoner 
to a monastery in Pera. From thence he, together with his 
son Alexis, was transferred to a prison in the palace and after- 
wards to one in the Taurus, where his eyes were put out and 
where he was treated like an ordinary criminal. At the time 
of his deposition he was in his fortieth year. He remained 
in prison, as we shall see, until the Crusaders who effected the 
conquest of Constantinople set him free. 

The accession of Alexis Angelos to the throne of his 
brother was followed by a distribution of money, including 
that which had been collected for the pressing necessities of 
the Wallach-Bulgarian war, of public honours, titles and 
dignities, of the crown lands, and of almost every available 
species of wealth. He granted every concession that he was 
asked for, and would have given the privilege, say^s Nicetas, 
if he had been asked for it, to cultivate the sea, to sail over 
land, or to pile Mount Athos on Olympus.* His sole object 
was to render his position secure, and he had reason to believe 
that all his efforts were necessary if that end were to be 
attained. His first measure was to disband the army. Then 
he set out by easy stages for Constantinople, where his wife 
was preparing for him a triumphal entry. The senate was 
content with his accession, although there were some dis- 
sentients, and the people of the capital did not oppose or show 
any indignation or resentment, notwithstanding, says Nicetas, 
that it had been deprived by the army of the privilege which 
belonged to it of electing the Emperor.^ The only opposition, 
indeed, which was made was by a knot of workmen and rabble, 
who when Euphrosyne, the wife of Alexis, went to take posses- 
sion of the Great Palace adjoining the Great Church, proclaimed 
an astrologer named Alexis Contostcphanos. Her partisans, 
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however, attacked the mob, declared that they were tired of 
the family of Comnenos, to which the pretender belonged, and 
would have no more of them, caught the would-be Emperor and 
imprisoned him. The ecclesiastics, seeing how the popular 
feeling went, declared in favour of Alexis. Some of the 
nobles and a priest, with a few of the judges, though without 
the consent of the patriarch, proclaimed him. 

Alexis Angelos, who arrived a few days afterwards in the Takes the 
capital, was crowned with the usual ceremonies in Hagia olmnenos. 
Sophia, and discarding the name of Angelos assumed that of 
Comnenos. We have already seen that among at least a portion 
of the populace the name Comnenos had been unpopular, 
but, remembering the able rulers of that house, this sentiment 
can hardly have been general. Nicctas suggests that the new 
Emperor made the change in order to divert attention from 
the fact that the deposed Emperor was his own brother, and the 
suggestion is plausible. Alexis took quiet possession of the 
throne. There was, however, a strong party in the city which was 
dissatisfied with the events of the last few days. The treachery 
of one brother to another, the abandonment of the enterprise 
against the enemies who had taken possession of the Halkans, 
the panderings to the mob and the soldiery, and the lavish way 
in which the imixrrial treasures had been distributed, dis^^ustod 
men of sense and especially the well-to-do classes. This 
disgust was increased when it was seen that the new Emperor 
cared for nothing but his own pleasures, that the interests of 
commerce were disregarded, that the government was left in 
the hands of his favourites, and that his lavish profusion in 
stjuandering what should have been empio) ed for the use of 
the Slate forced him to levy new taxes. 

The ease with which Alexis had obtained the throne in- 
creased the supply of pretenders. Three months after his 
accession the news arrived that another Alexis had arisen in 
Cilicia, who claimed to Ix: the son of Manuel ; that the Sultan 
of Angora had received him fa\ourably, and professed to 
believe him to be the boy-emiKrror Alexis, who had been 
strangled by Andronicos. The l\nij>cror look the field against 
him, but after two months of uiisiucessful warfare he returnetl 
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to Constantinople, The pretender, however, was shortly after- 
wards killed. 

While the Emperor had been in pursuit of the false Alexis, 
»V"?/*^f the Wallachs, still under Asan and Peter, had attacked the 

VVallachs ; 

imperial troops, had cut them to pieces, and had captured their 
leader. The Emperor sent a new army to repel their attacks, 
but the imperial troops were again beaten and their leader 
captured. Alexis then sent his son-in-law Isaac, who fought 
valiantly, but was likewise defeated and captured, and brought 
before Asan. Shortly afterwards, however, this leader was 
himself assassinated by his nephew John, who then found it 
necessary to ask the assistance of the Emperor against Peter. 
The war dragged on with little credit to the imperial troops. 
Their leader died in captivity, the troops were unwilling to 
continue a mountain warfare where the enemy had a great 
advantage in his knowledge of the country and was gaining 
ground every day. In the midst of it Peter himself was killed 
by one of his own followers. The leadership of the Wallachs 
then fell to Ivan, a younger brother of Peter, who came to 
Constantinople and thus gave peace to the Empire for upwards 
of a year. But until the fall of Constantinople there was no 
rest to the Empire either on the north or in Asia Minor. In 
1 198 another Wallach leader who had been always opposed 
to Peter and Asan took possession of Strumnitza, and made 
incursions into Thrace, principally for pillage. He held his 
own against the feeble attacks of the Emperor, who was 
harassed not only by the Turks but by dynastic conspiracies in 
the capital Alexis made terms, ceded Strumnitza and other 
places, and promised the rebel a member of the imperial 
family in marriage, 
from the Two years later, in 1200, the Patchinaks made an incur- 
i.aks*:* sion into Macedonia, while about the same time Ivan, who had 
taken the name of Alexis when he had married the niece of 
the Emperor, and who had been appointed to command the 
troops stationed at Philippopolis to check the Wallachs and 
Bulgarians, headed a revolt. The two sons-in-law of the 
Emperor were sent against the rebel, but he succeeded in 
capturing one of them, and in defeating the imperial army. 
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The Emperor now took the field himself against the rebels, 
but his troops were so demoralised that he found it necessary 
to treat with Ivan. The latter refused to listen to any pro- 
posals, except upon the basis of his retaining possession of 
the places he already held. These terms were accepted. A 
treaty was signed, and then the Emperor, having lured Ivan 
to the capital by the most solemn assurances of safety, im- 
prisoned him, attacked the towns which he had taken, and 
recaptured them without difficulty. 

A year afterwards, in 1201, the Comans followed the from the 
example of the Patchinaks, and made an irruption into ^^"^"^^ 
Thrace, whence, after having plundered it, they returned un- 
molested. They would probably have marched to Constanti- 
nople if the Russians, * a most Christian people,* had not 
opposed their progress, and had not come to the defence of 
the Romans, partly from their own good-will, partly on the 
prayers of their bishop, who could not sec without indigna- 
tion that every year a number of Christians were taken .into 
captivity by these infidels.* Romanos, the Russian leader, 
entered upon the territory of the Comans while its army was 
invading the Empire, and forced them to retire. Romanos 
was regarded in Constantinople, says the great contemporary 
historian of the age, as a divinely-sent protector for the 
defence of religion. 

During Lent in 1202, Ivan of Bulgaria was again at the from thr 
head of a large army devastating territory in the Rhodope, Bulgarians, 
whence, passing eastward, he laid siege on Good Friday to 
Varna. It was defended by a body of Italians in the pay of 
the Emperor ; but no one apjKrars to have believed that he 
would attempt an as>ault at a time so generally (>b.scr\c(l in 
both churches as a holy season. They were di.sap{K)inlcd, 
however. The city was attacked and taken, the walls were 
destroyed, and the enemy returned in triumph to Bulgaria. 
Manuel Camyzcs, the captured leader of the imi>erial troops, 
who had remained prisoner in Bulgaria, had be^^cd the 
Emperor to pay the ransom demanded by his captors from the 
pro[)erty which the Emperor was supposed to be guarding in 
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trust. When Alexis refused, Manuel joined the Bulgarians, 
assisted them in sacking Prosacus, passed down through 
Macedonia into Thessaly as far as the vale of Tempe, and 
plundered even the Morea. Alexis sent one of his sons-in- 
law, who succeeded in compelling him to leave Thessaly, and 
in forcing him and Ivan to come to terms. 

The short reign of Alexis, like that of his predecessors, 
was troubled with a host of pretenders to the throne, and 
while he was continually engaged with external enemies, his 
most constant foes were those of his own household. He 
had no son. Many candidates for the imperial succession 
were suggested, and were supported by those who believed 
that in their election they saw a means of furthering their own 
interests. Among those best qualified for the dignity was 
Manuel Camyzes Protostrator. He, however, was strongly 
opposed by John Sebastocrator, his uncle. Each of the 
three_brothcrs of the Ernpcror^ as well as his brother-in-law, 
had a son. Each of the four fathers, all of whom it may be 
mentioned had been blinded by Andronicos, was desirous of 
seeing Jiis^own son upon the throne, and plotted to attain 
that end. Apparently these rival candidates, or their pro- 
tectors, were willing to wait until the death of Alexis, or at 
least to be content if they could succeed in obtaining from 
the Emperor a recommendation or nomination which should 
come into effect upon his death. Other aspirants, however, 
outside the near relatives of the Emperor, attempted to 
deprive Alexis of the throne. A certain John Comnenos, 
who was nicknamed the Fat, entered the Great Church with 
his followers, who were mostly of the nobility, and taking 
down a small crown which hung suspended over the altar, put 
it upon his head, and was proclaimed Emperor. He took 
possession without difficulty of the Great Palace, took his 
scat upon the throne, and proceeded at once to make a 
distribution of the great offices of state. His followers pro- 
claimed him throughout the city, and a mob seemed to think 
itself entitled to the reward for having shouted for him of 
pillaging the houses of the wealthy. John apparently thought 
his position secure, for at night he took no precautions for 
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guarding the palace. The Emperor, who had probably been 
absent at the palace of Blachern, assembled his friends, who 
made a night attack by sea, joined the guards who had 
remained faithful or indifferent, surprised the followers of 
John near the hippodrome, entered the palace and beheaded 
the pretender. 

About the same time Michael, a natural son of John 
Sebastocrator, who had been sent to levy the taxes due by 
the province of Mylassa, in Caria, made an attempt to obtain 
the throne. Troops were sent against him, and he was 
defeated. Like so many other pretenders and enemies of the 
Empire, he sought and found refuge among the Turks. From 
the Sultan he received troops with which he pillaged the 
cities and country round the Meander. The Emperor set out 
in November to attack him. In returning to Constantinople 
he stopped to take the hot baths at Pythia, near the modern 
Yalova, on the Gulf of Ismidt. A violent storm, however, 
forced his party to take shelter on Prinkipo, whence they 
returned to Chalcedon and the capital. 

At the time when Manuel Camyzes had given his assistance 
to the Bulgarians, and had been ravaging Thcssaly and the 
Morca, another rebel gave trouble. This was John Spyri- 
donaccs, a man of low origin, who had raised himself to be 
the treasurer of the Empire. The trooj^s, however, who were 
sent against him under Alexis, the son-in-law of the Emperor, 
made short work of the rebellion, and the Emj^ror had the 
satisfaction of seeing aijout the same time the suppression of 
this revolt, the expulsion of Manuel Camyzes, and the re- 
capture of several towns. 

To the list of rebels must be added also, though belonging i*iwr <>f 
to the early part of the reign, the name of that Isaac 
Comnenos whom we have already seen as the captor of 
Cyprus and the defeated of Richard the Lion-hearted. 
Nicetas states that the captor gave him as a slave to an 
Englishman, that Isaac brr»ke his chains, declared himself 
cm|KTor, and made a bold attempt to attain the sovereign 
authority. The Emperor, acting on the sugi^estion of his 
wife, invited him toconic to court, but Isaac haughtily refusctl. 
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replying that he was a sovereign, and not a subject, and that 
he had learned to command and not to obey. As usual 
amongst these pretenders, he applied for assistance to the 
Turks, promising them in return a great number of conces- 
sions. Even the Turks would have nothing to do with a man 
whose cruelty had alienated his own subjects and made his 
name universally detested, and who was likely, therefore, to 
stand no chance of success. He died before he was able to 
cause serious trouble to the Empire, but under circumstances 
which gave rise to the suspicion that he had been poisoned 
by his cup-bearer on the instigation of the Emperor. 

While the reign of Alexis was troubled with these various 
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him no rest on the north, while the foreign colonies and the 
states to V hich they belonged were making almost continual 
attacks upon other portions of the Empire in Europe, the 
Turks were still a constant source of trouble. We have seen 
that on the death of Kiliji-Arslan, Sultan of Iconium, a 
division had taken place of the Seljukian empire among his 
sons. Shortly after Alexis came to the throne, Mahsud, 
Sultan of Angora, one of the most important of these 
divisions, laid siege to Dadybra in Paphlagonia. The 
Emperor had himself gone into Asia Minor to put down the 
revolt of Alexis, the Cilician pretender, who had sought and 
obtained aid from this Sultan of Angora. He urged the 
inhabitants of Dadybra to hold out, and they maintained the 
defence of their city bravely during four months, but, as 
no succour was forthcoming, they made terms with the 
besiegers. They surrendered the city on condition of being 
allowed to leave with their women, children, and goods. The 
Emperor, finding that his safety required him to return to the 
capital, was obliged to confirm the surrender. 

A little later, in 1 198, Alexis was at war with the Sultan 
of Iconium, named Kaikhosro. The war arose out of a 
slight matter, which, but that the Emperor and Sultan were 
always ready to contend with each other, might easily have 
been arranged. Two Arab horses having been sent as a 
present to the Emperor by the Sultan of Alexandria, were 
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stopped by Kaikhosro, and one of them had its leg broken 
while in his possession. Kaikhosro expressed his regret and 
offered to send others, but the Emperor, either enraged at the 
insult, or wanting a pretext for war against a prince who had 
so often given aid to his enemies, imprisoned all the mer- 
chants in Constantinople who were the subjects of the Sultan 
of Iconium, and allowed their houses to be pillaged. There- 
upon the Sultan immediately declared war, ravaged all the 
imperial territory around the Meander, and captured a great 
number of prisoners. Worse than this, he energetically 
carried out a policy which inflicted a severe blow on the 
Empire. The subjects of Alexis in Asia Minor, who had 
been heavily taxed, were by no means well affected towards 
the Emperor personally, and were weary of the various 
demands upon them. The Sultan collected his prisoners, 
gave them lands according to their social rank, provided 
them houses at Philomelium, near Iconium ; distributed seed- 
corn and provisions among them, promised that he would 
make their peace with the Emperor, and that if the latter 
refused they should become his subjects, with the right of 
exemption from all taxes for five years, and of a light taxa- 
tion afterwards. The treatment of these prisoners had the 
effect which the Sultan desired. It drew from the Asiatic 
provinces of the Empire a considerable number of emigrants, 
and made further concjucsts easier. In the words of Nicetas, 
the cities of Greece were depopulated to make colonies in the 
tcrrilor>' of the barbarians.* The opiK)sition which Alexis 
made was of a very feeble character, partly because the 
presence of other enemies required his return to the capital, 
and partly because he himself was suffering from gout. 

As the century closed, the history of the Scljukian Turks 
enteretl upon a phase which at another time might, as we 
have seen, have enabled the Empire to recover U)st ground. 
The division of the Sultanate of Iconium was itself an advan- 
tage to the Empire, but a further gain was shortly obtained 

• Nicrfas uvu.illy an*! mrrrrtly vjvril^ of the suI')m is nf ihc (irct-k nprikinn 
Roman empire as k->m.itu. The inli.iUtAnts -to iht> -Liy alm<nl puirly (;rcck 
W ihc ^c%icfn jirtiMticcs of A-u Min«»r he call* (.rc^K^. 




I lO 



THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



by the jealousies of the sons of Kiliji- Arslan. On the death 
of one of these, two out of the others who had divided their 
father's empire among them contended for the succession of 
their dead brother. The victor then attacked Kaikhosro, 
Sultan of Iconium, who was the son of a Christian mother, 
and was hated on that account* Kaikhosro thereupon made 
a truce with the Empire. He subsequently asked the aid of 
Leo, king of Armenia, but was nevertheless defeated and 
came to Constantinople, where he was allowed to live as a 
private citizen. The further quarrels among the sons of 
Kiliji-Arslan contributed to make the end of the centur}' 
a favourable opportunity in the eyes of the Pope, and of 
other Western statesmen, for striking an eflective blow at 
Moslemism. 

Demoraii- The troubles of the Empire were now crowding upon it, 
the^m- and Alexis was not the man to meet them with success. He 
P'^®* had begun his reign amid a considerable amount of popularity. 

He had promised to maintain that which was good in the 
policy of his predecessor, to remove the restrictions in the 
way of trade, and especially to appoint the most capable men 
to govern instead of selling public offices. But he was sur- 
rounded by creatures who had placed him upon the throne, 
and who intended to be rewarded for their trouble. These 
men acquired immense wealth by selling their influence and 
the favour of the sovereign. We have already seen how they 
induced him to grant monopolies. They publicly sold the 
highest dignities and the governorships of the provinces. 
Not only nobles but money-lenders and changers, Scythians 
and Syrians, were able to buy the title of Csesar. The 
Empress herself was at the head of the avaricious gang which 

• That ihe Turkish sultans were often the sons of Christian slaves has had a 
very important effect upon Turkish history. This is a point which the late Mr. 
Scudamore carefully examined. The undoubtedly able sultans who carried the 
Turkish arms successfully, first to Constantinople and then to the gates of 
Vienna, were almost in every case the sons of Christian mothers, and were 
therefore after a few generations of almost purely Kuropean descent. The 
decline in ability amongst the Ottoman sultans dates from the destruction in the 
last century of the corsairs who ravaged the coasts of Italy, France, Spain, 
and, in the previous century, even the south coast of England, for the capture of 
slaves. 
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traded on the weakness of the Emperor. Her brother-in- 
law, Michael Stryphnos, the admiral of the imperial fleet, 
used his oflfice solely to enrich himself, and sold the stores 
from the arsenal, confident that his influence with the 
Empress would save him from punishment. The Emperor 
made a feeble protest against her conduct, and was supported 
by some of the nobles, who openly charged her with unfaith- 
fulness. Notwithstanding that she claimed a public trial she 
was shut up in a monastery, and remained thus banished 
from the court for si.\ months, after which she returned again 
to the palace to become a centre of evil influence. An 
incident is mentioned by Nicetas which is strikingly like what 
has happened in Constantinople in our time, and what is 
happening continually throughout the Turkish empire at the 
present day. From the manner, however, in which Nicetas 
makes mention of the fact, it was evidently of rare and 
exceptional occurrence even among the worst days of the 
Ityzantine empire. A jailer who had probably bought his 
appointment allowed his prisoners to leave the jail at night, 
and shared with them the proceeds of their plunder. He was 
accused of the oflcncc, and, although the Emperor promised to 
punish him, was set at liberty. Popular feeling, however, 
was much more healthy at Constantinople then than now. 
A workman having been beaten by this jailer, the companions 
of his guild came together, attempted to sci/e the offender, 
and to lynch him for his misdeeds. When they found that 
he had fled, they hastened to the Great Church to proclaim a 
new cmjx'ror. The guards, however, opjHiscd their entrance. 
A tumult was raised, and the news was conveyed to Alexis, 
who was at Chr>'sopolis. He sent orders to attack the 
people, but the mob fought with stones, scattered the trfM)ps, 
broke ojx^n the prisons, set free the prisrtners, and destroyed 
a Saracen mosque. The son-in-law of the Emjxrror ap|>carcd 
with a fresh detachment of trof>|)s, but even then the mob, 
consisting of unarmed and unarmourcd men, fought valiantly 
against well-clad trot»ps. Some of them threw down the 
tiles from the housc>, others attacked uilh stones. The fight 
was kept up till night, during which the nu»b di>|x^rsed. I he 
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populace on other occasions made demonstrations against 
the attempts of the court to extort money by unlawful means 
from private citizens, and numerous instances are recorded 
which show that the people of the capital would not tolerate 
anything like general or unusual oppression. 

Nicetas himself charges the Emperor with having been in 
league with a pirate. He states that Alexis sent a certain 
Francopolous with six galleys to the Black Sea, on pretext of 
collecting the salvage of a ship which had been wrecked near 
Kerasund, but in reality to plunder the merchants who lived 
at Aminsos, a town on the coast near Kerasund. Franco- 
polous plundered all the ships he could find, whether going to 
or from Constantinople. Some of the merchants escaped, 
came to Constantinople, and entered the Great Church with 
candles in their hands as suppliants demanding justice. The 
Emperor threw all the blame upon the pirate. His subjects 
obtained no redress. Those of the Sultaft of Aminsos who 
had been similarly plundered were more fortunate, and the 
Emperor was compelled to give as an indemnity fifty of the 
silver lead mines with which the north shore of the coast of 
Asia Minor abounds. In this instance, as in so many others, 
the necessity of money to meet his personal expenditure and 
that of the creatures around him was the motive which led to 
his infamous conduct. The excessive amount of taxation 
which he had levied upon his own subjects had made him 
unpopular, while the restrictions upon trade made with the 
same object, and in violation of the capitulations, had con- 
tributed to alienate the Venetians and Pisans, as well as his own 
merchants. To maintain himself upon the throne he was com- 
pelled to bribe the nobles and the populace ; to raise money for 
maintaining the defence against Turks, Wallachs, and Italians, 
his exactions had become intolerable. The trading classes 
were crushed down under taxation. The capital, instead of 
being the city which gathered through the government an 
immense income, which was in great part distributed among 
the citizens, had become the city where the inhabitants felt 
most heavily the exactions of their ruler. These exactions 
made the people anxious for any change, hopeful that any 
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new Emperor would be less exacting than the actual occupant 
of the throne. The inhabitants of the provinces were not 
less dissatisfied. They had lost the sense of protection and 
security with which during long centuries the New Rome had 
surrounded them. They, moreover, had lost their respect for 
the imperial city, which had seen within a generation so many 
changes and attempted changes of rulers. The revenues of 
the Empire had been squandered by the last three occupants 
of the throne, partly in useless gratification of their own love 
of luxury, partly in maintaining themselves upon the throne. 
The whole population had lost patriotism under the belief 
that the existing order of things was not worth defending. 
The machinery of government had been strained to the 
utmost during the period when Constantinople had been 
occupied with dynastic struggles. Roads were neglected ; 
bridges, harbours, aqueducts, and fortifications were allowed 
to fall into ruins. Governors were too frequently changed. 
The organisation of the army was allowed to get out of 
order. The navy had been sacrificed. People even lost con- 
fidence in the administration of justice. The dynastic 
struggles had produced anarchy and national demoralisation. 
Contemporaneously with these struggles there was no side 
of the Empire which was not repeatedly attacked, and these 
attacks were often, as in the case of Tancred s expedition, 
and as in the case of the Turkish attack following the ac- 
cession of Andronicos, due directly to the dynastic troubles ; 
while in other cases, where it is inexact to say that they were 
the direct cause, the attacks were invited by the disturbed 
stale of the Empire, The opposition of pretenders to the 
throne, the struggles and differences in the imperial family 
within the city, and the attacks from without u|>on the Empire 
contributed tremendously to the weakening of the Empire. 
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CHAPTER V. 



WEAKENING OF THE EMPIRE BY THE CRUSADES. 



The Crusades, and especially the third, contributed not a 
little to the weakening of the Empire. When the continual 
inroads of the Saracens, and, at a later date, of the Turks, had 
begun to tell upon the strength of the Empire, Western 
Europe grew alarmed at Mahometan progress. Although 
the Pope had summoned Christian princes to take up the 
cross, yet the movement of which he made himself the head, 
and which resulted in the first crusade, was in great part 
spontaneous. The first crusade, which was also the most 
successful, was the one with the least careful organisation, and 
is in this sense correctly described by Michaud, the historian 
of the Crusades, as a republican movement Its members were 
inspired by a religious fervour which formed an excellent basis 
for discipline. 

Difficulties At an early period the Emperors of the East were glad to 
co-opcra- ^^^^ advantage of the religious movement in the West, in 
uon \)e- order to inflict a defeat upon the common enemy of Christen- 

twecn Cm- ^ ' 

sadersand dom. I have already traced the history of the first and 
Empire. second crusades in so far as they affected the Empire, and 
have shown that the soldiers of the West found the Seljukian 
Turks of Asia Minor the most formidable enemies they had 
to encounter. In 1137 the Emperor, John Com nenos, took 
an active part in the crusade and captured several cities. 
His intention was to make Antioch his base of operations 
against the Mahometans. But the old spirit of jealousy 
between the members of the Eastern and Western Churches 
soon displayed itself. John considered that as the cities and 
countries taken from the Saracens had been captured by them 
from the Empire, they ought to be placed under his rule. 
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This interfered with the plan of forming an independent 
Christian state under the suzerainty of the Pope. Hence the 
soldiers of the East and the West respectively looked with 
jealousy on each other's conquests. The Pope naturally took 
the side of the Latin soldiers, and in 1137 ordered all who 
recognised his authority to leave Constantiople if John persisted 
in his design of taking possession of Antioch and of the places 
captured by the Crusaders. 

The Empire continued, however, to be desirous of obtain- 
ing the aid of the Crusaders, and in the reign of Manuel we 
find the churches of the East seeking the aid of the Pope and 
of the Christians of the West The favour shown by Manuel 
during the whole of his reign towards the Latin colonies in 
Constantinople, and which was the most unpopular part of 
his policy, the constant attempts which he made, and espe- 
cially in 1 166, to bring about a union of the churches even at 
the expense of the recognition of the supremacy of the Bishop 
of the Elder Rome, arc all indications of that able Emperor s 
desire to make as much use as possible of the great religious 
movement of the West. But the feeling of hostility between 
the two churches was too strong to allow of a harmonious 
working together of their respective forces. The great breach 
in the Christian Church had been during several centuries 
continually widening. The Eastern Church, which was the 
more educated, had occupied itself with philosophical and 
theological questions with which the churchmen of the West 
^ave themselves little trouble. The West had been more 
engaged with the spread of Christianity than with the accu- 
racy of its teaching. The E.istcrn called itself Orthodox. 
The Western claimed rather to be Catholic ; and the difference 
in the names by which each chose to be called gives an 
indication of the difference of the leading tendency of each 
church res|)cctivcly. * The East,* says Dean Milman, * enacted 
creeds, the West discipline.* ' The East was occupied with 

' IVan Slanlpy j>»>inis cmt lhal ihc Orlh**<lnx Church h.is a ^jMrcbl cclclifation 
lA ♦Kih'-titiy, ai»<l ilui M ihc lic^;umin^j of l^ni ihc aruthciiij> A^.iin^t hereby 
take the |>la4c of the cur^ on crimes, which in the Kn^;lish Church aic piu- 
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speculation, the West with practice. The want of harmony 
between the two churches continually displayed itself, and in 
the twelfth century, with which we are most concerned, there 
took place the definite, formal separation between the Catholic 
and the Orthodox Churches. 

Meantime in the West, and in the latter half of the twelfth 
century, the spirit of chivalry and the religious enthusiasm 
which had been the chief motive forces of the first and second 
crusades were rapidly disappearing. The nobles of Western 
Europe were beginning to find occupation at home. A 
movement had begun amongst them which spread to Eng- 
land, and in the time of John produced lasting benefits at 
Runnymead. The barons of the West were beginning to 
make common cause with the people against incompetent 
sovereigns. The noble and lofty ideal which the early Crusa- 
ders had tried to realise, which a few years later was revived 
in Saint Louis, was in great part forgotten. These men, from 
Godfrey downwards, had dreamed of establishing Christ's 
kingdom, of trying to execute an almost impossible task, 
because it was that which God had given them.* The 
Crusader affixed the cross to his shoulder in order that he 
might * offer to God cross for cross, passion for passion, and 
that by mortifying his desires and making himself like unto 
Christ he might share with Him in the resurrection.'^ To us 
Jerusalem is an ancient city with more or less sacred or 
archaeological associations, to be reached easily by steam 
from Marseilles and shortly by rail from Jaffa. To the 
Christian of the twelfth century it was very far distant, the 
marvel of the earth, and so filled with relics and other 
memorials of the Divine Life that it was readily confounded 
with the heavenly Jerusalem. The crusades, in their practical 
effect, helped the young nations of the West to shake off their 
provinciality, to absorb a part of the civilisation of the East, 

' The work of the crusades is repeatedly called opus D<iy e,g. Anon. Suession- 
ensis, p. 5, Exuvia Sacnty and in many other places. The records of their 
work are Gcsta Dei, The Crusaders themselves are Dei populus, {Recueil^ 1, 
256, and elsewhere.) They fought bravely fou^ U party cU Dieu, Leet, Long, 
Exuv, ii. 14. 

Ixctiones Loui^iprat. Exuv. Sac. ii. II. 
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and to think of something better than family or feudal 
quarrels. They prevented the civilisation of the West from 
becoming cr>'stallised. They kept alive the great ideal of a 
kingdom presided over by the King of Righteousness, the 
Prince of Peace, under whose rule the continual state of war- 
fare, the bloodshed, the treachery, the cruelty, that the Crusaders 
found among their own people, as among all half-civilised 
races, should cease. They breathed throughout the Western 
nations the breath of a common life, furnished them with a 
high ideal, and gave a great impetus to poetry in Western 
literature. 

As we reach the end of the twelfth century we come to 
the end of this noble dream. The nations of the West were 
preparing to reap the harvest of results which had sprung 
from their efforts, by themselves developing national life, 
national art, and national literature. The crusading spirit, 
though it still existed, had lost much of its freshness, and 
each successive effort made by the forces of Christendom 
upon the Saracens was made with less fer\'our, less religious 
spirit, and less spontaneity than the cflbrt which had pre- 
ceded it. 

During the crusades the men of the West were continually *rhc 
brought into contact with the inhabitants of the New Rome, and the 
and with other subjects of the Byzantine Emperor. The 
characteristic differences between them come out with great 
clearness in the pa^^cs of Anna Comnena, and at a later date 
in those of Nicetas, of William of Tyre, of Villehardouin, and 
a host of other contem|K>rary historians. While it is clear 
that the men of the West were comparatively a horde of 
barbarians, who entered and finally destroyed a refinc*d and 
civilised capital, the virtues and vices of the two races stand 
out with equal distinctness. The Crusaders felt, spoke, and 
acted in presence of the civilisation, but also of the unmanly 
luxur>', the lying and trcacher>' of the Hy/antine court, as 
Knglishmen have so often dime in presence of some of the 
cc)urts of farther Asia. They were rouj^h and rude, drunken 
and licentious, and at times could be false and cruel. Hut 
their falseness and cruelty, comj.arcd with that of the 
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Byzantines, were those of an average English private soldier 
in comparison with the craftiness and falseness, the ingenuity 
and persistence in cruelty of an Eastern sovereign of the worst 
type. In their way and according to their lights they were 
religious, by which I mean that they were actuated, not only 
with a profound belief that they were doing a duty which 
God had appointed them, but that they hated lying, and 
cowardice, and cruelty because they believed them to be 
sinful. The religion of the West, though allied with number- 
less superstitions, existed side by side with a sense of duty. 
The religion of the East was not only involved in an almost 
equal number of superstitions, but seemed to the Crusaders to 
be divorced from morality. The great defect of the Eastern 
Churches then, as now, was the very slight effect which they 
exercised upon the conduct of life. Comparatively indifferent 
to morality, they were jealously watchful of the last iota of 
what they chose to consider orthodoxy. The Byzantines 
were ready to spend their time in discussing the attributes of 
the Unknowable, in arguing upon some shade of meaning to 
be attached to a phrase in the Creed or to the performance of 
a ceremony. All the intellectual ability of the race seemed 
at times to be spent in subtle hair-splitting. The Western 
Crusaders could no more hold their own in argument with 
the Greeks than an English private in presence of a Bengalee. 
But they could get to the root of the matter, could recognise, 
in spite of the shower of words with which the Byzantines 
sought to deceive them, what was right and what was wrong. 
They lost patience occasionally, and when they saw that 
their opponents were endeavouring to entangle them in 
words, boldly told them that they were not to be thus 
deceived. Man for man, they felt themselves stronger than 
the Byzantines, and with the contempt of ignorance despised 
them on account of their wealth and learning. On the other 
hand, the Byzantines wrote and spoke of them as bar- 
barians, recognised their superiority in strength and energy, 
but thought of them in return as ignorant men and as 
fanatics. 

The disastrous failures of the second and third crusades 
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were attributed, for the most part unjustly, to the intrigues 
and hostility of the Emperor of the New Rome. In the 
second crusade, which commenced in 1 147, the armies of the Difficulties 
Cross were led, respectively, by Conrad, the first Swabian ^n^*^ 
king, and founder of the line of Swabian emperors of the ciusadc 
western division of the Roman Empire, and by Louis VII. 
of France. Conrad's army was the first to reach the domi- 
nions under the rule of Constantinople. There was fair 
reason to believe that the Crusaders would be well received. 
The Elastem Empire, even more than the West, was at this 
time interested in resisting and driving back the various 
Moslem races that had already swamped so considerable a 
part of its territory, and had invited the Crusaders to share 
in this task. Moreover, Conrad and Manuel, the reigning 
Hyzantine emperor, had married sisters, and family affection 
might have aided the two to work harmoniously together. 
But the brothers-in-law were jealous of each other, and family 
quarrels added fuel to the unfriendly feeling which soon 
displayed itself. It must be noticed, in fairness to the Empire, 
that it was hardly possible that the Western army should 
march across the Balkan peninsula without giving cause for 
dissatisfaction. The messengers sent by Manuel estimated 
the number of men who had crossed the Danube at ninety 
thousand. The army was at once attended by another of 
Byzantine troops, intended to see that the Crusaders complied 
with the conditions on which they had been allowed to enter 
Manuel's territory. But the army, as indeed all armies at 
that time, was much less under discipline than are those of 
modem states. The crusading armies in particular had so 
much of a volunteer character about them that great licence 
had to be allowcil. Conrad s was attended by an unusual 
number of pilgrims, over whom it was difficult to exercise 
control, rilgrima^^cs in the East are in our own day, usually 
at lca>t, cKcasions Ujr the widest licence. The pilgrims among 
the Crusaders were ready to plunder the inhabitants of the 
districts through which they p«isscd on every occasion. As 
great numbers of them were without money, plunder was 
indeed necessary if they were to live. The inhabitants 
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naturally demanded high prices, and perhaps as naturally 
cheated the Crusaders as much as possible. Conrad seems 
to have done his best to preserve order, but neither his pre- 
cautions nor those of Manuel were sufficient to prevent con- 
tinual attacks with the object of plunder on the inhabitants 
of the country through which the army was passing. Before 
long the provinces were ransacked by pilgrims and troops 
alike for provisions — as if they formed part of an enemy's 
country. The Bulgarians and other subjects of the Empire 
retaliated. A relation of Conrad was plundered and murdered 
in a monastery at Adrianople by Byzantine soldiers. Conrad, 
whohad advanced two days* journey beyond that city, sent back 
a body of troops under his nephew, the celebrated Frederic 
Barbarossa, to punish the offenders. The monastery was 
burnt. The Byzantine troops were attacked, and it was not 
until after several men had been killed that the commander 
of the imperial troops succeeded in preventing a general 
engagement. The incident served to increase the ill-feeling 
that existed between the two armies. At length the Crusaders 
reached Constantinople, and behaved in its vicinity as if they 
were in an enemy's country. The beautiful villas of the 
Byzantine nobles and merchants existing in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital were ruthlessly plundered and destroyed. 
After passing the Bosphorus the army began to encounter 
more serious difficulties and met with a series of disasters. 
The latter were due partly to bad management and partly 
to the difficulties inherent to the enterprise itself. The 
difficulty of finding provisions in a country which was already 
thinly inhabited and the inhabitants of which were treated 
as enemies was the first cause of these disasters. The fact 
that the journey was made in summer through a country 
which was even then largely troubled with malarial fever 
added much to the difficulties. All their misfortunes were 
attributed by the Crusaders to the Greeks, and a disposition 
began to develop itself very early among the former to con- 
quer Christian people when they were unable to subdue the 
Mahometans. 

The division of Crusaders under Louis VII. met that under 
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the leadership of Conrad at Nicaca. The feeh'ng of hostih'ty 
created among the French division was not less than that 
which had been aroused among the Teutons. Louis found 
the subjects of the Emperor Manuel not less exacting than 
had Conrad. It must be said to his credit that he put down 
disorder in his camp with a stronger hand. Soldiers found 
plundering were severely punished. Some were sentenced 
to the loss of their hands and feet. Ik>th king and nobles 
had about them much more of the religious spirit of the 
Crusaders than was to be found in the division under Conrad. 
Louis seems aho to have prevented his army being encum- 
bered by so large a crowd of camp followers and pilgrims as 
accompanied Conrad. In spite, however, of the more com- 
plete organisation of his army, it was with difficulty that 
he made his way to Constantinople.' On his arrival an 
incident occurred which showed the bitter feeling of hostility 
towards the Greeks which had sprung up, and the intensity 
of the sentiment which had led the Crusaders to take up 
arms. While the army was encamped before the capital 
they learned that Manuel had concluded the treaty with the 
Sultan of Iconium, of which I have already spoken. The 
shock to the Christians of the West was severe. The alliance 
was tre«ison to the cause of Christianity. If we assume that 
the sole cause in dispute between the northern and the 
seceding states of America was that of slavery, that the North 
fought with the sole object of setting the slaves free, and that 
England had made an alliance with the South, we may judge 
what the feelings of the French Crusaders were from what the 
feelings of every honest and righteous man would have been 
in our times. A council was held in the I'rcnch camp. In- 
dignation was loudly expressed, and the Bishop of Langres 
proposed that before attempting the deliverance of Christ's 
sepulchre they should punish Christ's enemies in Constanti- 
nople Better counsels prevailed. All the invective, the 
indignation, and the eIo(|uence of the bishop and his party 

' llcytl [G^i.ht^hU dtt I^>antfhamJrh, j*. 2431 oUcrvc* with justice thai it U 
rcmafkAl4c,cun«i(li-nng ihc anmjyancc Manuel had received from the LaIuu, lhal 
he ftlkmcO the Cni-atlcr* to poA* thnnigh the Kn»|»ire. 
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were in vain. The French nobles declared that they had 
taken the cross to fight against infidels and to defend Jeru- 
salem. It was not their business to punish heretics or de- 
stroy Christian cities. 

The army crossed the Bosphorus and pushed forward 
toward the Turkish dominions in Asia Minor. But fever, 
the necessity of finding forage, and the difficulty of making 
progress over a country where the roads had been destroyed, 
greatly reduced the numbers of the army. Many of the 
sick had to be abandoned. Lx)uis embarked with the bulk 
of his army at Adalia for Antioch. Seven thousand men 
were left behind. These attempted to force their way along 
the coast to Antioch, but with disastrous results. Most of 
them perished in the attempt, though a few saved their lives 
by embracing Mahometanism. 

The attempt upon Damascus under the combined efforts 
of Louis, Conrad, and Baldwin of Jerusalem completely failed. 
Much had been expected of this crusade ; preparations had 
been made on a gigantic scale by both the great nations of 
the West ; and when at length the tidings reached Europe of 
terrible disasters and general failure men's hearts sank within 
them. In the West fault was largely attributed to the schis- 
matic Christians of the East They had betrayed Christ ; 
they had assisted His enemies ; they had united themselves 
now with the Turks and now with the Saracens in order to 
defeat the cause of the Cross. The disorder, the jealousies 
among the Western soldiers, the want of discipline, were for 
a while forgotten. The news of the apostasy of the Emperor 
of the New Rome, in allying himself with the infidel, deep- 
ened the prejudice against what was called the treachery of 
the Greeks. In the months and years during which the evil 
tidings came pouring into the West every fresh calamity was 
attributed to the heretical schismatics of the East. 

The failure of the next, that is, of the third, crusade, which 
was undertaken in 1187, still further increased the animosity 
of the people of the West towards the subjects of the New 
Rome. 

Salad in had succeeded in again bringing Egypt under the 
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spiritual rule of the Caliph of Bagdad. In 11 87 he had 
captured Jerusalem, and nearly all Palestine was again under 
Moslem rule. William, Archbishop of Tyre, the chronicler who 
has left us the most complete account of this crusade, was, 
with others, commissioned by the Pope to preach a Holy War. 
He went to France, met Henry II. of England and Philip 
Augustus of France, who laid down their arms on his invitation 
to join in a nobler warfare. He pointed out to them that the 
Christian states of the East, whose duty it was to protect the 
West from the invasions of the Saracens, were reduced to the 
cities of Tyre, Antioch, and Tripoli ; that the people of forty 
Christian cities had been chased from their homes, spoiled of 
their goods, and were wandering among the miscreants of Asia 
without finding a stone whereon to lay their heads. According 
to the Monk of Peterborough, he preached so successfully that 
both kings determined to take up the cross, and from enemies 
became friends. A tax for the purpose of the crusade was 
levied both in England and France upon those who should 
not take part in the expedition, and was known as the 
Saladin tithe. The friendship of the two kings was of short 
duration ; but on the death of Henry his son Richard entered 
heartily into the preparations for the crusade. The kings and 
the Pope, warned by the disorders of the previous expedition, 
made stringent rules for the preservation of discipline. 
Gambling was forbidden. As the presence of women in the 
first crusade had given rise to much trouble, orders were given 
that they should not be allowed to join the new expedition. 

Frederic Barbarossa, the nephew of Conrad, whom he had 
already accomj^anied into the Holy I^nd, took charge of the 
great German division of the Crusaders. It was this division 
of the army which passed through the dominions of the new 
Kmperor, Isaac Angelos. Fre<leric had not only exi>erience 
but great natural ability. He was able to prevent some of 
the worst evils which had attended the march of the German 
army under Conrad. No pilgrim was allowed to accompany 
the army unless he could show that he possessed sufficient 
money to maintain him for two years. Discipline was fairly 
maintained. Careful dispositions were taken for the supply 
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of food, and the Emperor was himself anxious to avoid any- 
thing like hostility between his arniy and the Byzantine 
troops. Frederic sent an embassy to Saladin requesting him 
to surrender Jerusalem. The answer was a declaration of 
war. He sent another embassy to Kilidji Arslan, the Sultan 
of Iconium, which apparently met with greater success. The 
Turkish Sultan was accused by the Moslem writers of belong- 
ing to the sect of philosophers, and was indeed believed by 
Pope Alexander III. to have secretly embraced Christianity, 
or to be ready to do so. The * Sultan of the Turks, the 
Armenians, and the Syrians,' as he styled himself, promised 
help of various kinds to Frederic, and Europe was astonished 
at the novel sight of fifty Moslem knights who came to bring 
these promises of aid. Frederic sent to Manuel to ask per- 
mission to pass through the Byzantine dominions, promising 
at the same time to prevent any disorder and to pay for all 
that was supplied them. A treaty according such permission 
was solemnly entered into. Frederic's progress, until he 
entered the Empire, met with no obstacles. Bela, king of 
Hungary, received him with magnificence at the famous river 
fortress of Gran. As soon, however, as he had reached the 
imperial territories troubles began. The Wallachs, Bulga- 
rians, and Greeks, who remembered but too well what they 
had suffered from the former crusade a generation earlier, 
impeded his progress. The Servians asked the aid of Frederic 
against Isaac. Nicetas himself, the historian of Isaac An- 
gelos, and who was at this time governor of Philippopolis, 
admits that the Greeks gave trouble and broke the treaty. 
Convoys of provisions on their way to Frederic were sent 
back. The passes were impeded by trunks of trees, which 
were placed there, as he alleges, by Isaac's orders.* The 
Germans, however, managed to reach Philippopolis by an un- 
expected route in August 1 189, and occupied the city. They 
found that the bulk of the inhabitants, alarmed at the ap- 
proach of what they regarded as a hostile army, had fled, and 
that the only occupants belonged to an Armenian colony 

* Nicetas is always bitterly hostile towards Isaac, and his statement, therefore, 
can hardly be taken as altogether trustworthy. 
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which had long been settled thcreJ A little later the Pro- 
tostrator, acting under the orders of Isaac, endeavoured to 
surprise the Germans while making a raid for provisions. 
But the Armenians had given notice of the ambuscade to 
Frederic. The Germans met Isaac's troops and utterly de- 
feated them. They attaked Adrianople and Didymotica and 
made raids into Macedonia and Thrace. Isaac was now only 
too anxious to get rid of the Crusaders, and therefore re- 
newed his treaty with Frederic, agreed that his army should 
cross into Asia Minor by the Dardanelles, sent him nine 
hundred hostages, and prepared a flotilla of fifteen hundred 
ships and twenty-six galleys, on which the army passed out 
of the European dominions of the Empire. Isaac, according to 
the Arab writers, still maintained the show of friendship with 
Saladin, and was, in fact, playing the double game of a weak 
man, professing to be friendly with Frederic while he was 
writing to Saladin that the German army was so weak that it 
would accomplish nothing. When Frederic reached the domi- 
nions of the Sultan of Iconium, the Turks endeavoured to 
delay his progress. From them, however, he would brook no 
delay. He defeated the Sultan's army in a pitched battle, 
stormed Iconium and captured it. The Turks, as usual, itsdiffi- 
ofTered a continued resistance. 'The more,* says a report Sc^^^ 
written by a pilgrim to the Poix?, * the more we killed, the 
more they multiplied. During many days we fought from 
morning till night* The army was in the greatest distress 
for want of fiKxl and forage, and was decimated by disease. 
All this time the Turks, or rather their ruler, Kilidji Arslan, 
professed to desire the friendship of the Germans, so that the 
Western chronicler remarks that the Turks were greater dis- 
semblers than even the Greeks. In this crusade it was noted 
that the Christian populations, which had on previous occa- 
sions flocked to the Christian armies for support and to give 
aid, fled before it, a fact affording striking evidence that the 

• NicctAt, lU^ik H. c. iv., U careful to fwiint tmi that iherc was a grcai rrfccm- 
Uancc between the rcl»t;nni» opiniim^jf the (jermank am! ihuscof the Armenians. 
They used unleavenetj breail, and had other custom* which had liecn * improveil 
up^jn ' \ry the Ofth<»<lia. 
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subjects of the Empire had lost all hope of relief against the 
Mahometans from the soldiers of the West 

As the army of Frederic advanced its sufferings became 
more intense. The Turks harassed them daily, and yet were 
always defeated. The straits to which the Crusaders were 
reduced were terrible. Horses were killed in order that their 
blood might be drunk. The foul, fever-impregnated water of 
the marshes became sweet to the soldiers in their extremity. 
Some even deserted the faith and went over to the infidels. 
Yet the discipline preserved by Frederic was worthy of the 
race which he led. The Armenian patriarch, writing to 
Saladin, describes the Germans as extraordinary men, of in- 
extinguishable courage — an army submitted to the severest 
discipline and in which no crime remained unpunished. Pass- 
ing from Asia Minor through the territory of the Armenians 
in Cilicia, Frederic proceeded to Antioch, and the conquest of 
Palestine appeared within his grasp. There, however, his 
progress was checked He died in June 1 190, according to 
one account, from cold caught while bathing in the Caly- 
cadnus, near Seleucia. Nicetas, however, affirms that he was 
drowned in that river. The Greek historian, like the Western 
writers, does justice to his ability, his burning zeal for Chris- 
tianity, his bravery, and his disinterestedness. 

After his death his son, also named Frederic, became the 
leader of the German Crusaders. Their success was, how- 
ever, slight, and six months after his father's death the son 
perished with a good many of his followers. 

A hundred thousand Crusaders had left Europe. Only 
five thousand arrived in Palestine. Battle and disease had 
worked havoc among them. In all the country of North Syria, 
says an Arab writer, there was not a family which had not 
three or four German slaves. The German army, in the words 
of Michaud, overcame every enemy which it met, and dis- 
appeared at the moment when its obstacles and its dangers had 
been overcome. Saladin was for a time everywhere successful. 

While Richard of England was on his way to Palestine, 
Conrad, the son of the Marquis of Montferrat, who, as we 
have seen, after the defence of Isaac Angclos in Constanti- 
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noplc had refused to follow the Emperor to Adrianople, had 
gone to the Holy Land. In the year 1 191 he was at Tyre, 
which he saved from an attack of the Saracens. His aged 
father had surrendered on his parole, and was prisoner in the 
hands of the Saracens at Damascus. Saladin promised to 
release him and to give him rich possessions in Syria if 
Conrad would open to him the gates of Tyre. If the son 
refused, Saladin threatened to place the old man in the fore- 
front of the battle. Conrad replied that he despised the 
gifts which Saladin offered, that the life of his father was less 
dear to him than the cause for which the Christians were 
fighting, and that if the Sultan was sufficiently barbarous to kill 
an old man who had given himself up on parole, he would 
glory in being the son of a martyr. The city was saved. 

Conrad, like most of the members of his house, was full of 
ambition, and conceived the idea of making himself king of 
Jerusalem. On the death of Sybilla, the wife of Guy dc 
Lusignan,the heir to the sacred throne was her sister Isabella, 
who was wife of Humphrey of Thoron. Conrad determined 
to marry her, but there were two obstacles in the way : each 
party was already married. Conrad persuaded Isabella to 
apply for a divorce on the ground that she had married 
Humphrey ag.-'inst her will. Conrad possessed, says Geoffrey 
de Vinsauf, the cUxjuence of Ulysses. He bribed the court 
and corrupted the clergy. In vain did the Archbishop of 
Canterbury protest against the divorce as a bigamous or, as 
Geoffrey says, a trigamous marriage, and threaten the thunders 
of the Church. A council of churchmen declared Isabella's 
marriage null, and Conrad, who had already been married in 
Constantinople, where his wife w;us still living, took to himself 
a second wife.' 

• ('•-nr.ul, mh.i Mjcrct-^li <1 \^i the title of ^far^^lli^ "f M-Mi'Terrat. i\ li» h.ive 
U en ihrirc n\arri< il. Of Iun litsi nife notlun^ i> ln.«wn. I Its ^< < . n-l h.w Thot- 
*l<tfj, sister of tlte KmiRfof Ivi.ic AnjM l<r», %*h..in he fnArm-'i in llM>, at the time 
ykUvn he was pn-v in in ( « trisl4iiliiji»|'ie anti t:a\e anl in su['pfc the fel^elliun 
«.f Kranak. The slnry of the marriA^;e, as t'-l i liy Nirt'is, i* that 1<iac ha«l s^nt 
to |irojM(*r marfi.tf,'! l«:lHcrn his >is!er ami K>iufate ol Moittferrat, that %>lk:n the 
nMs>tn(;en» ftmn<l thai ll-.nil.icc mx^ alrLj-ly marrnO aritl tJut ( oiira<| \*as a 
«i<lowcf, ihcy Cin\-i krc! that the \u ini/l.t U- ma le to the bltcr, ami that 
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The archbishop excommunicated those who had con- 
tracted and those who had agreed to the marriage. The 
scandal increased the discord which already existed among 
the Crusaders. Guy de Lusignan still claimed that the 
throne of Jerusalem was his. After considerable difficulty 
the Crusaders agreed to leave the choice to Richard and 
Philip. The two kings, however, were themselves at enmity. 
Each accused the other of treason, and their subjects naturally 
took the part of their sovereigns. 

In April Richard of England left Messina, in Sicily, with 



contributes a hundred and fifty galleys for the Holy Land. It was in 
ing^tS^ connection with this enterprise that England contributed her 
Empire. share towards the weakening of the Byzantine empire. Isaac 
Comnenos had seized Cyprus and declared himself emperor 
of the island. He might have continued to reign had he not 
attacked Englishmen. Richard's fleet was scattered in a 
storm. Three ships belonging to it were wrecked on the 
coast of Cyprus. The Englishmen who escaped from the 
wreck were imprisoned, put in irons, and their property con- 
fiscated. The act was done probably to convince Salad in 
that Isaac was his friend. Not content with this outrage, he 
ventured on an insult which a high-spirited man like Richard 



it would be more advantageous since he was the elder brother. Their promises 
were large. Conrad accepted, and came to Constantinople and married Theodora. 
After defeating Branas he refused to follow the Emperor to Adrianople, alleging 
that he had not received sufficient honours, that the privilege of being Cassar only 
conferred upon him the doubtful honour of wearing different coloured buskins 
from ordinary mortals, and that he had married Theodora incidentally and at- 
tached no importance to the marriage {irdptpyoy 48o0, Nicetas, p. 516; 'obiter 
imperatoris sororem duxerat *). The account of Nicetas is in conformity with that 
of other historians. Robert de Clari, however (p. 24 -6), states that Conrad 
escaped because he learned that Isaac had meditated treachery against him, that 
he had sent him out to fight Branas and had shut the gate of the city behind him, 
and that after his success he was warned that it was not safe for him to renuun. 

The question whether Conrad*s wife was living when he married Theodora is 
doubtful. Geoffrey is contradicted by Nicetas (p. 498) in saying that his jSrst 
wife was alive. The subject is examined in the Recueil des Historitns Grtcs^ vol. 
ii. p. 421. It appears to me that the balance of evidence is in favour of the 
opinion that Theodora was living at the time of the second marriage. Sec the 
Itinerary of Richard I., Bohn's Translation, p. 141. The part played by the 
family of Montferrat in connection with the fall of Constantinople was more im- 
portant than that played by any other family. 
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was not likely to forgive. Richard s sister and Berengaria of 
Navarre, to whom he was betrothed, sought shelter from a 
storm in the port of Limasol. The rebel Emperor refused to 
allow them to remain in his dominions. The ship proceeded 
to Rhodes, where Richard was then residing. He sailed at 
once for Cyprus, demanded the surrender of the English 
prisoners, and when Isaac refused, landed his army. His 
attacks upon the Emperor ended with the conquest of the 
whole island and the capture of Isaac himself. He carried 
the usurper with him to Palestine, and gave him as a slave to 
one of his followers. He ruled the island in Western fashion, 
established the feudal system, and soon changed a rich into a 
\x}or province. Subsequently he gave Cyprus to the knights 
of the Temple. 

In the year 1 192 Conrad, while still at Tyre, was assassi- 
nated, as I have already mentioned, by an emissary of Khasis, 
the Old Man of the Mountain. There were suspicions at the 
time that the murder was done on the instigation of Richard, 
but according to the Arab writers the suspicions were 
unfounded. The leadership of the Crusaders was now in 
Richard's hands, but his hasty temper, and the same want 
of statesmanship which characterised his reign in England, 
caused the victories which he gained by his valour to be 
fruitless. In the beginning of 1193 the I'oi>e wrote to the 
English clergy that on account of the dissensions of its 
leaders the crusade h.id not answered his expectations, and 
almost immediately after Richard left Palestine. 

With the truce signed between Saladin and Richard, the F.iiiurrof 
third crusade came to an end. The united forces of England, tnwvir. 
France, and Germany had been completely defeated. No 
cx|x:dition so numerous or so well equipjKcl had either before 
or has since left Europe, and none has more signally failed. 
The Germans had lost a magnificent army and their Em|)eror. 
The French and English had U)st the flower of their chivalry. 
The disasters which had befallen the armies of the West had 
been of a crushing character. Germans, I'renchmen, and 
I'.nglishmen alike had learned, by a terrible experience, with 
what a (KTsistent, unrelenting, and dangerous enemy the 
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Byzantine Empire had to deal. It is, in fact, in reading the 
history of so gigantic a failure, that we realise what the 
strength of that Empire had been which had been able to 
hold its own against the Turks. The Crusaders in their 
dealings with the same enemy had had a similar experience. 
The imperial troops had also won almost every battle, had 
inflicted crushing defeats upon the Turks, had reconquered 
the country again and again, but new hordes, ever pressing 
into Asia Minor from Central Asia, had enabled the enemy 
to fight successfully for Islam and to drain away the strength 
of the Empire by ever-renewed struggles. 

Two years after the departure of Richard, namely, in 1 195, 
the truce which he had concluded was broken. Saladin died 
suddenly in 1195, and his empire was at once divided. One 
of his sons named Aziz took Egypt, the eldest named Afdal 
became possessed of Palestine and Damascus, and a third, 
Dahir, of Aleppo. Saladin's brother Malek-Adel seized 
Mesopotamia. When Aziz and Afdal quarrelled, Malek- 
Adel took advantage of their differences to make himself 
sultan and became master of Egypt, where as we shall sec he 
played an important part in the outrage of the fourth crusade. 



and of sup- At the end of 1196, Henry the Sixth, the Swabian sue- 

plemcntary ^ » ✓ 

expedition, ccssor of Frederic, determined to undertake a crusade, and for 
this purpose sent an embassy to Constantinople to make ex- 
orbitant demands on the new Emperor Alexis. This crusade, 
which may be regarded as supplementary to the third, lasted 
but a few months and was a miserable failure. The Emperor 
of the New Rome dreaded the passage of the Crusaders 
through his territory, and for the first time in Byzantine 
history, says Nicetas, the Emperor determined to buy peace. 
Five thousand pounds of gold were promised to Henry as an 
annual contribution towards the crusade. The Emperor 
levied a * German tax ' on the people in order to raise this 
sum, and for this purpose assembled what we may describe 
as the three estates of the realm, the senate, the clergy, and 
the guilds which represented the artizans. The people, 
however, refused to pay the new tax, and the Emperor was 
reduced to the necessity of raising what he could from the 
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treasures of the churches. In 1 197, Henry died at Messina, 
much to the relief of the population of the Two Sicilies and 
of Constantinople, and before the money which had been 
collected was remitted. 

The failure of the third crusade and of the supplementary increase of 
expedition increased the bitter feeling in the West towards lowa^dsihc 
the Empire of the East. Again was the cry raised that the ^'"P*'^ 
hcterodo-x Empire had betrayed Christendom. Instead of 
assisting the soldiers of the West, Alexis was accused of 
giving aid and support to the Saracens and the Turks. The 
failures which were due to the division of the Crusaders 
themselves, to the quarrels between Philip and Richard, and 
later on to those between Richard and Conrad, and to the 
opposition of the Turks and Saracens, were set down to the 
intrigues of the Hyzantine emperors. Even the dreadful 
mortality among the Army of the Cross in Asia Minor and in 
Syria was charged to the same account. The Greeks had 
{KMsoned the wells, had infected the provisions, had diverted 
the water-courses. No crime was too monstrous to attribute 
to those who had for the most part been passive spectators of 
the sufferings of the Cross. * Those who were not with us 
were against us,' says one of the chroniclers. 

It must not be forgotten that during the whole period of added to 
the crusades, and to the last, this sentiment of hostility was asiicaidif- 
increased by the great importance which the popes attached to ^^^^^ 
the schism of the Orthodox Church. The histor)' of the century 
had been one long effort to endeavour to persuade or to frighten 
the rulers of Constantinople into acknowledging the supre- 
macy of the Hishop of Rome. As these failed many attempts 
were made, and csj)ccially during the last twenty years of the 
twelfth century, U) detach from Constantinople the various 
churches which had hitherto acknowlcd^^cd the authority of 
its |>atriarch. Considerable success had rcwarilcd these 
efforts so far as the Armenians were concerned. Innocent the 
Third continucxi them with the energy which he threw into 
cvcr>'thing which he umlertook. In 1199 he h<id induced 
a provincial council in Dalmalia to accept the Roman rite by 
promising aid against the King of Hungar)'. In the same 
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year he had sent a legate to Constantinople and an agent 
to John of Bulgaria, to negotiate the establishment of a 
patriarchate, and to give that pretender the crown which the 
Emperor denied. Two years later he sent an embassy to 
Servia to detach the Servians from Constantinople. Like his 
predecessors, he too made many attempts at Constantinople 
to persuade its rulers to accept the authority of the Elder 
Rome. All these various attempts show how great was the 
importance attached to this question by the popes. The 
feeling of irritation at their non-success found expression 
among the Crusaders in bitter hatred for the schismatics. 
It would be easy to give illustrations of this bitterness. No 
acts done by Protestants against Roman Catholics, or vice 
versdj exceed in barbarity the treatment of the Greek priests 
and their worship as described by Eustathius of Salonica, 
^nd these acts can only be attributed to religious hatred. 
Thus it came about that having in the third crusade begun by 
cordially hating the members of a heretical church, they 
ended by attributing their own blunders, failures, and crimes 
to the interference of those whom they thus hated. This 
feeling bore bitter fruit when almost immediately afterwards 
the fourth crusade was organised, and was undoubtedly one 
of the principal causes which, as we shall see, enabled its 
leaders to divert the expedition from its lawful and intended 
purpose into an attack upon a Christian city. 

In another manner the crusades contributed directly to 
the capture of Constantinople. They had shown to the West 
how greatly the power of the Byzantine Empire had been 
lessened. Constantinople was still a city which had never 
been captured, but the weakness of its emperors, the ease 
with which dynastic changes had been made, and the 
continual troubles which existed within the city, led the 
military leaders of the West to believe that she would be 
unable to resist a combined attack by land and sea. The 
crusades had thus not only largely contributed to the 
weakening of the Empire, but they had shown that weakness 
to the West in a way which directly invited invasion. 
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WEAKENING OF THE EMPIRE I5Y ATTACKS FROM THE WFST. 



I. Front Nonpians of Sicily. 



Among the troubles of the last century and a half preceding 
the capture of Constantinople which came from the side of 
Europe, the most serious were those which were caused by the 
inhabitants of Italy. At the very time that our fathers were 
feeling the heavy hand of the Normans from France, the 
Byzantine Empire was being weakened by their kinsmen in 
Italy, and that at the moment when it had need of all its 
strength to resist the Asiatic hordes who were pouring into it. 

The population of the Two Sicihcs was during the eleventh Vvo^s oi 
century still mainly Greek. The language, except among the in^skUy* 
Arab-sjxraking Mahometans, was not Italian but Greek. 
Several cities in Southern Italy still admitted the rule of the 
New Rome. The Normans had, however, conquered and 
settled many portions of Southern Italy, and in 1062 had won 
the island of Sicily from its Saracen conquerors. Robert 
Wiscard. and under him his son Bohemund, led the Normans 
into Epirus and Thessaly, and waged war Ujx^n the Emperor 
Alexis with considcrjiblc success until 1085, when, with the 
death of Robert, the Norman projects of conquest in the 
Byzantine empire came, for a time, to an end. The war had 
been costly to the Empire. Durazzo had been captured by 
the Sicilian Normans after a long siege, in which the enemy 
had been once se verely defeated by the Greek commander. 
After its capture, owing to the jealousy of Alexis of his own 
general, Robert had pusheil across to I^irissa, and the Empire 
had been hard pressed to recapture that city. Alexis had 
been in such straits that he had obtained 7,0(X) light cavalry 
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from Suliman, Sultan of Nicaea, to assist him. In 1 107, Bohe- 
mund again invaded the Empire. His army, as Finlay * 
remarks, resembled that with which William the Norman 
conquered England. It was composed of experienced military 
adventurers who joined Bohemund in the hope of plunder. 
The Adriatic was crossed nearly at its narrowest part, and 
siege was again laid to Dyrrachium, the modern Durazzo- 
Alexis concluded a treaty with Faliero, the Doge of Venice, 
by which the republic was to aid in the war against Bohemund. 
By the energy of Alexis and the assistance of the Waring 
guard, the enemy was worn out, and Bohemund had, in 1 108, 
to sue for peace and to accept it on humiliating terms. In 
the treaty^ the invader declares that he repents him of 
what he has done ; that he wishes to become for the future 
the liegeman, the servant, and the subject of the Empire ; that 
he will fight all enemies of the Emperor ; that, in regard to 
cities which the Emperor may choose to give him, he will 
receive the oath of fidelity from no one, and will take it to no 
one but the Emperor. All these promises he swears to observe 
by the passion of Christ who is now passionless, by the cross 
which is invincible, by the gospels which have conquered the 
world, and by the crown of thorns, the nails, and the holy 
lance. 

In 1 1 30, when Roger the Norman became king of the Two 
Sicilies, his investiture was made by a legate of the Pope. 
This was in itself a denial of the suzerainty of, and a formal 
and successful attempt to detach the kingdoms from, the New 
Rome, and was so regarded on both sides. The power and 
title of the Roman emperor was in the West held at this time 
by a German king. Roger made an alliance with Conrad 
against the Roman Emperor in the East. A desultory war 
followed, which was continued by William, the son of Roger, 
who conducted it with an energy and thoroughness which 
would have done credit to his namesake in England. William 
captured Corfu, sent his fleets into the -/Egean, pillaged 
Corinth and several islands of the Archipelago. In 1156 a 
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fleet of forty vessels sailed ostentatiously to Constantinople 
itself, to proclaim William, lord of Sicily, Aquila, Capua, 
Calabria, and the neighbouring isles. The vessels, or some of 
them, worked their way up to the Bosphorus and into the 
Golden Horn as far as the imperial palace of Blachcrn. The 
crews discharged gilded arrows against the palace walls, and 
pompously proclaimed the praises of their sovereign to the 
assembled inhabitants. 

During the next twenty years the Sicilians gave little wniiam 
trouble to the Empire. When Andronicos seized the throne EmpiR.* 
in 1 1 80, Alexis, a nephew of Manuel, who had been attached 
to that emperor as cup-bearer, was banished by the usurper. 
He fled to Sicily, and, in the language of Nicetas, discharged 
upon his country the venom he had amassed against Andro- 
nicos. He succeeded, probably without difficulty, in per- 
suading the Norman king, William the Second, to turn his 
arms once more against the Empire. Roger had done his 
best to plunder the southern portion of the Balkan peninsula, 
which l.iy immediately across the Adriatic. The subjects of 
his successors still looked in the same direction with envious 
eyes to the prosperous lands under the rule of Constantinople. 
They would probably in no case have been troubled to find 
excuses to justify them in their own sight in allying them- 
selves with Alexis and in inv.iding the country of the schism- 
atics, who had cut themselves off from the rule of the Pope 
and the real Emperor. But they had now a fair pretext for 
the invasion. The ICmjxrror Manuel had long been accused 
by his subjects of sacrificing their interests to l>enefit the 
I^tin colonists. The Amalfians, Venetians, Pisans, and 
Genoese had all been the objects of his favr)ur. They were 
accounted rich and were naturally believed lf> have enriched 
themselves at the expense of the Greeks. The EmjKTor him- 
self h.id iK'cn twice married, and each time to a I'rank wife. 
His son Alexis had esjxmscd a daughter of I'hilij) of l*Vance, 
and his daughter a Manjuis of Monlferrat. During the 
crusiiding troubles he had asked the Pope to send a legate 
with the army, and had expres^ed a wish to Alexander the 
Third, the reigning Pope, that (j reeks and Latins mi^^ht be 
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united as one flock under one shepherd. All this leaning 
towards the West tended to make the Latin colonists, as I have 
already pointed out, unpopular with the other inhabitants of 
Constantinople. On the other hand, Manuel was a favourite 
with the Latins, and, on the whole, deservedly so.* The 
Latins were, however, regarded by his subjects as intruders, 
as professors of a hostile faith, as countrymen of the enemies 
of Romania and as court favourites. They were accused of 
having monopolised nearly all the wharves on the Golden 
Horn, and of having persuaded the Emperor to dispossess the 
Greeks of the best business quarters in the city. On the death 
of Manuel in 1180, the struggle took place which I have 
already described. On the approach of Andronicos the party 
of the protosebastos — which was largely increased from the 
Latin colonists — melted quickly away. The leader was 
arrested by the Waring guard, armed, as Nicetas is careful 
to tell us, with their double-edged axes, and imprisoned.* A 



on pretext few days afterwards his eyes were put out His death was 
^icres^of the signal for a massacre of the Latins, who numbered at this 



time no less than 60,000.^ They had committed the blunder 
of taking sides in the quarrel between the two rival claimants 
for the throne, and, unfortunately for them, the candidate 
whom they favoured had lost. They were attacked on the 
one side by the fleet sent across the Bosphorus by Andro- 
nicos under the command of Contostephanos, and on the 
other by the mob of the capital. The Greek historian tells 
us only that the Latins, being unable to resist, abandoned 
their houses, full of silver and wealth, to pillage ; that some 
escaped by sea, but that those who were taken were killed. 
The Latin historian adds details which show the attack to 
have been much more serious in character than the account of 
Nicetas would lead us to believe. Hatred of rich foreigners 
and favourites ; hostility to those who had been alternately 

' * Jlavoit estJ It plus bons prince del monde. ' * Defunclo enim domino Manuclc, 
inclyla? recordationis imperatorc fclicissimo,' says William of Tyre, Western 
Historians. Recueil^ vol. ii. p. 1079. 

' Nicetas, 323, ed. Bonn. 

• So says Eustathius of Thessalonica, who speaks of the Sicilian expedition as 
war of vengeance for the massacre of 1182. 
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threatening and coaxing them to betray their religion, by 
acknowledging the supremacy of the bishop of the Elder 
Rome, led to savage and brutal outrages. The latins ex- 
pected or feared an attack as soon as they learned that the 
protoscbastos had been captured. Some knew, says William 
of Tyre, that there was a plot. But it is unnecessary to 
assume the existence of any organised scheme for plunder. 
They belonged to a defeated party, at a time when 'the 
spoils to the victors * was the universally recognised rule. 
Most tried to escajx^ from the capital. A band of Latins 
seized forty-four galleys which they found in the harbour, 
while another took possession of ships, of which there were a 
great number in the Golden Horn, and fled. The sick, the 
aged, and those who did not believe that a massacre was 
likely, remained behind. Of these, some fought in the defence 
of their property but were soon overpowered. Four thousand 
of both sexes, says William of Tyre, were sold by the Greeks 
to the Turks and to other infidel peoples.' Few were spared. 
Women and children fell victims to an indiscriminate and 
reckless fury. The forces of Andronicos joined the mob and 
took part in a general pillage of the I^itin quarter. The 
priests were struck down in the churches which Manuel had 
allowed them to build. The sick in the hospital of St John 
were dragged from their beds or were burnt in the building. 
The Latin (juarters after being pillaged were destroyed. 
Cardinal John, who had been sent to negotiate for the union 
of the churches, was beheaded. His head was tied to a dog's 
tail and sent spinning about the streets. The rej>orts of the 
Western writers are doubtless exaggerated, but it is evident 
that the massacre was an insensate outbreak of mob violence, 
and caused a great amount of just anger in Italy and Sicily, 
and it was natural that the countr>'men of the sufferers should 
be ready to avenge their death. 

Tancrcd, the cousin of King \\ illiam, w;ls apj>ointeil leatlcr Tancn ii 
of an expedition against the Empire, having among its objects fil^. r ' 
that of avenging the outrages of 1182. In 1185 he seizetl 

• Wiliiam uf Tyre, xxii. c. 13, p. loSj ; AV.j<.;/. \o|. iL ; and t!u^t. ch, aS-jo, 
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Durazzo, which we have already seen attacked by the grand- 
fathers of the present invaders. More successful than 
Bohemund, he captured it, and then pushed boldly across the 
peninsula to Salonica. Aided by his fleet he took the city 



Saionica, ^y assault after a siege of nine days. The slaughter of the 



Greeks was great, while the loss of the Sicilians was not more 
than 3,000. The city was sacked in the fashion for which 
the Normans had obtained an unenviable renown. Great 
numbers of the inhabitants were put to the sword. The 
churches were robbed and defiled with every indignity that a 
brutal soldiery could devise against a people of a differant 
religion. The sacred vessels were used by the soldiers for 
the ordinary purposes of life, or destroyed for the sake of 
their metal. The wealth of the city and the neighbouring 
country made them regard the occasion, says a contemporary^ 
as Paradise open for them to loot. Every form of insult and 
torture was used to compel the inhabitants to discover their 
wealth, and the most gross and wanton cruelties were inflicted 
upon the Romans simply for the sake of insult The soldiers 
polluted the wells, and in pure wantonness mixed filth with 
the food of those whom they met. When the Greek priests 
intoned the liturgy of their church, the Sicilian soldiers howled 
in mockery. The hymns of the church were sung down by 
indecent songs. The impression created by the account of 
the two Greek historians of these events is, that the barbarous 
soldiers took a malicious pleasure in outraging a people whom 
they felt to be superior to themselves in civilisation and 
inferior in physique. The sack was followed by the ravaging 
of Macedonia and Thrace. Andronicos, driven to his wits' 
end to meet the attacks just then made upon the Empire 
from all sides, entered into an arrangement with Saladin, 
by which the latter was to be allowed to conquer Palestine 
on condition that the Saracen should hold it as a fief of the 
Empire. Saladin, on the other hand, was to aid the Emperor 
in capturing Iconium from the Turks. Meantime the Emperor 
had prepared a fleet of one hundred vessels to send against 
the Sicilians. But his brief reign was nearly at an end. He 
was succeeded by Isaac. The war was continued under the 
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new sovereign with fresh vigour. The Sicihans were attacked 
at Mosynopohs and on the plains of Demetriza and were 
defeated. Salonica was retaken and the fleet in the /Egean 
nearly destroyed. Durazzo itself was abandoned by the King 
of Sicily, and the Norman fleet in the Adriatic was shattered 
by a tempest. In the short space of a few months the Sicilian 
cxix^dition was thus utterly defeated. The rough vigour and 
genius for war possessed by the Normans had failed as 
completely before the disciplined troops of the New Rome as 
the Turks had always done when they had been met on 
•mything like equal terms. The expedition, however, had 
weakened the hold of Constantinople over the southern 
portion of the peninsula, and had shown the Italians that the 
Kmpire was not invulnerable. The Sicihans continued to 
hanker after possessions in Romania, and in 1194, in the 
midst of the dynastic struggles of the Kmpire and towards 
the end of the weak reign of Isaac, Henry, king of Sicily, 
claimed from the Empire the restitution of all the country 
between Uurazzo and Salonica. Irene, daughter of Isaac, 
w as detained in Sicily as a hostage for the satisfaction of this 
claim. Isaac, fully occupied with other troubles, entered into 
negotiation with Hcnr)-. with the object of putting an end to 
the difikulty by paying an imdemnity. The death of the 
Sicilian king, however, in 1 197, before the conclusion of these 
negf^tiations, relieved Isaac of the Sicilian claims. 

The Normans of Sicily had thus been for more than a 
century a thorn in the side of the Empire. The troubles 
which they gave arose partly out of the desire for adventure, 
partly out of the desire to ac(|uire new territor)*, and in the 
most important cxi>edilion from the wi^h to punish the 
authors of the massacre of 1 182. The N<»rsemen were 
tempted to in\ade Romania much as their fathers had been 
tempted into Normandy and their brethren into England. 
They hail succeeded in diverting a considerable amount of 
force from the Empire which would otherwi'>c have been 
employed in fighting the Turks, Hitherto the south of the 
iUlkan j)cninsula had Ixcn rcgardetl as the |>ortion of the 
Empire which was least oj>en to attack. From the moment 
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of the appearance of the Normans in Sicily, a considerable 
body of troops had to be continually on the spot to prevent 
new invasions. In this way the Normans contributed their 
part to the weakening of the Empire. 

In Constantinople were many Italian colonies, whose 
rivalries during the last years of the twelfth century con- 
tributed not a little to the same ' result Before, however, 
speaking of these colonies and of the troubles of which they 
were the cause, I propose to call attention to the conditions 
under which foreigners lived in the Empire. The subject is 
one which I venture to think has been overlooked, not\vith- 
standing the fact that in its main features the system under 
which Italians and others lived during the middle ages has 
survived down to the present day. 

2. The Foreign Colonies in Constantinople and the Conditions 
under which Foreigners in the Empire Lived, 

The population of the New Rome, at almost every period 
of its history, has been composed of people of widely different 
races, religions, and tongues. Its geographical position causes 
it even now to have the most diversified population in the 
world It is still the meeting-place of the Elast and West 



Diverse It Contains an English colony with its own courts and its 
among^^ own judges who administer English law. German and French 
oTconston- ^olonies in Constantinople similarly under their own rulers 
linopie. aim at reproducing the institutions of their respective coun- 
tries. No nation in Europe is unrepresented. But there is 
also a colony of Persians with its own laws, its Shiah obser- 
vances, and its national government transplanted on the Bos- 
phorus. A Bokhariot bey rules over Bokhariot subjects in 
Stamboul. Mervians and Kurds, Cabulese and Hindoos 
jostle against Montenegrins, Epirots, and Albanians. In no 
other city do the people of the various races which inhabit it 
keep so distinct from each other as they do in Constantinople. 
In no other European city is the foreign element, taken alto- 
gether, so alien and so incapable of entering into the feelings 
of the governing race as in the Constantinople of to-day. 
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Yet in no other city has the foreign element played —and the 

remark is true of modem Constantinople — so important a 

part in its history. 

Constantinople, indeed, can hardly be said ever to have 

had a population belonging almost exclusively to one race. 
It is a seaport and has derived its importance from that fact, 
and from its having been chosen on account of its command- 
ing position to be the seat of government Like all large 
seaports, it attracted foreigners, but unlike other cities some- 
what similarly circumstanced, it attracted them in greater 
numbers than it was able to absorb. Modem observers who 
note how readily the United States and our own colonics 
convert English, Irish, German, and other immigrants into 
American citizens or English subjects, may require to be re- 
mimled how long it was before the colonics of Huguenots who 
were received into England became merged into the general 
population, and that the Welsh still retain their ancient lan- 
guage. The Greck-spcaking races, like the English and the 
French, possess through their language and religion a great 
power of absorbing peoples who come within their influence, 
liut while they succeeded in the south of the Balkan penin- 
sula in making races, who. according to Fallmerayer and his 
sch(X)l, were alien in race, religion, and language, more Greek 
t!:an the Greeks themselves, the capital was unable to assimi- 
late the masses of i>cople who |X)ured into it during each 
century after it had been chosen by Constantine. The 
mar\el is, not that the [>cople of the capital failed, but that 
they succeeded to the extent they did during the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries. The |)eople of Byzantium were not 
(ireek in race, or exclusively Greek-sjxraking at any time. 
The transfer of the Im|>eriat Government to the New Rome 
made it appear likely for a while that Latin might become 
the dominant language. The immigrants from Italy sjKikc 
Latin. Thtxse from the north of the Balkan i)cninsula sfKjkc 
a language more akin to Latin than to Greek. I^itin was 
the language of the court. Greek ultimately triumphed, but 
it was only after a struggle analogous to that which tcx>k 
place in England after the conquest in lo<y5 between Norman- 
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French and English. During such time the Italian, or, to 
use the older and more appropriate term, the Latin, clement 
in Constantinople was continually being recruited by settlers 
and merchants from Italy. Asiatic Greeks, that is, Greek- 
speaking inhabitants from Syria and Asia Minor, likewise 
flocked in large numbers into the capital. Armenians always 
constituted an important element in its population. Many of 
them rose to high office in the Empire. From the time of 
Nerses, the famous successor of Belisarius, to our own day, 
when another of the same name has been the patriarch of his 
church, and, as the Armenians express it, chief of his nation, 
there is no time in Constantinopolitan history when they 
have not had a considerable share in its making. Waring or 
Russians and other races from the North or from Central 
Asia have never been, during many centuries, without colonies 
on the shores of the Bosphorus. 

So long as the Empire remained strong the existence of 
these various colonies was completely overshadowed by the 
rule of the Emperor. When, however, the Empire became 
weak, and especially when during the twelfth century the 
drain of men and money necessary to fight the Seljukian 
Turks and the other enemies who were attacking the Empire 
increased, the part played by foreigners became more im- 
portant. The proportion of foreigners to the subjects of the 
l^lmpire became larger. Their power from various causes in- 
creased even more than their numerical proportion would lead 
one to suppose. Towards the latter part of the twelfth cen- 
tury they formed a more important element in the population 
of the capital than they had ever done before. Against the 
60,000 Latins of whom Eustathius speaks in 1 182, there might 
be put perhaps in our own day at the outside 25,000. 
How Foreigners had been admitted to settle in Constantinople 

\^m'*ruied ^^^^ ^ ^^^Y ^^rly period. Let me attempt to trace how they 
under were rulcd. The laws of the Elder Rome had at first made 

Kome. 

a great distinction between the jns avi/e, or law applicable to 
those who had the privileges of Roman citizenship, and the 
JUS gentium, which was the product of the law of the market 
evolved by finding what observances and elements of law 
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were common to all nations. But the jus gentium applied 
mainly to matters in dispute between Romans and foreigners, 
and not to questions between foreigners themselves. The 
Roman was unwilling to give the privilege of his law to a 
foreigner except where it was to the interest of the Roman 
so to do. The law of the New Rome, h^ - a ever, which is what 
jurists usually think of when the term Roman iaw is used, 
had, from the time of Justinian, two centuries after Constan- 
tine, merged the two systems of law into one in much the 
same way that our own Judicature Acts have merged the 
systems of common law and e^juit}'. There was no time, how- 
ever, either in the history of Rome or Con-^tant:n<>;>!e, when 
foreigners had the full rights possessed by Roman citizens. 
Privileges were conceded to them for the purpo^: of trade. 
Commercial treaties were made with the nations to which 
llicy belonged. Strangers were invited and inducements 
held out to them to settle in the count r}'. In every case, 
however, they were to be under their own government, and 
they were never permitted to have all or most of the benefits 
conferred on subjects of the Hmf^irc. They might come to 
the country' and trade with its inhabitants, and would be pro- 
tccteii in so doing, but they must govern themselves and 
expect nothing but protection and the right to trade on certain 
conditions imiK)sed by the State. 

This condition of things existed only to a m^xlified extent Ruir 
in the case of nations which had been brought into subjection 
to the Kmpire. The Emperors had to take in hand the 
a<lministratir)n of law to |)eople of widely different customs, 
religions, races, and countries. Ultimately the riijhts and 
obligations imiK)sed by a i>ortion of Roman law were con- 
ferred and im[>oscd ujxin all subjects of the Empire, though of 
course not ujxn resident foreigners. Caracalla f»r the sake 
of increasing the revenue had made all subjects of the Empire 
into Roman citizens. Hut the mo^t convenient way of 
«idministering Roman law even to Roman citizens was, in the 
words of Cas^imlorus, the st^-cretary of Theodoric the Great, 
to allow the R«)man to be a judge for the Roman, the Goth 
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for the Goth, and thus under a diversity of judges to have 
equal justice administered to all.' 

Each subject of the Empire under such a system had the 
benefit or the burden of the laws of the people to which he 
belonged. He was bound by the laws which were common 
to all Roman subjects, but in addition the courts took notice 
of the law and customs of the race of which he was a member. 
The foreigner was in a different position. Roman !aw 
afforded him protection. For the rest, foreigners might 
settle their own disputes and regulate their own affairs as 
they liked. The Armenian in Constantinople had as an 
occupant of Roman territory to obey the laws which had 
been imposed for the preservation of public order, and to pay 
certain taxes. But questions of marriage, succession to 
property, of personal status generally, were left to be settled 
either by the Armenians themselves or by a magistrate 
named by the Emperor to administer Armenian law.^ 



Treaties or This Condition of things was known to other cities, but 
tk)ns"re- received its largest development in Constantinople, where the 
f^ign^re- system which created it has always existed, and still exists, 
sidents. under the treaties or capitulations with the Porte ; a system 



which is a striking illustration of the continuity of history. In 
other words, the system of capitulations under which foreigners 
to-day reside in Turkey is the one under which they have 
always resided there. As no writer with whom I am ac- 
quainted has called attention to this fact, I may be excused 
for sketching briefly the history of the capitulations. The 

* * Romanis Romanus judex erat, Golhis Gothus, cl sub divcrsitatc judicum 
una justitia complcctcbalur.' 

* Justinian granted the occupants of the Armenian regio or quarter the benefit 
of the same laws on certain subjects as those by which his own subjecu were 
ruled. This was *a grant, or concession, or capitulation,* to use the words of our 
own P'oreign Jurisdiction Acts. Such a concession was no doubt of value to the 
Armenians. Without it ihey remained subject to their own laws. Ofcour^ 
concessions from the Sublime Porte to Euro|ieans in order to be of value are the 
reverse of the one mentioned, that is, the stranger has to be permitted to retain 
his own laws. Hut this simply arises from the fact that the £uro()eans are mon 
advanced in civilisation than the Turks, and thus cannot see any lK*nc6t in U-ing 
under Turkish law. The capitulation granted by Justinian was to grant the 
foreigner a right which he could not possess without such permission. Noi^Ua 
Const it. xxi. ; Just. Corf us Juris: De Arnuniis. 
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first treaty granting the right of exterritoriality which I 
have been able to find was made with the Warings, a people Their 
who have left their name in England, and of whom I shall 
have more to say later on. In 905 and 945, when these 
treaties were made, the Warings were more usually called 
Russians, though one has only to read in Leo the Deacon 
and other Greek authors the accounts of their appearance, to 
recognise them as relations. From that date we have an un- 
broken series of capitulations down to the time of the Moslem 
conquest in 1453. The Venetians obtained such concessions 
early in the eleventh century. The Amalfians followed in 
1056. The Genoese were not far behind, and obtained the 
rights of exterritoriality in 1098J The Pisans, if they had 
not previously had such rights, gained them in 1 1 10. Hence- 
forward capitulations became so general, and granted so 
many exclusive rights to territory', that during the last 
quarter of the twelfth century the long shore of Constanti- 
nople on the Golden Horn was so occupied by foreigners 
that the Greeks complained that there were no wharves left 
to them. For our purpose we may pass at a bound to the 
Moslem conquest in 1453. when the Genoese had obtained 
capitulations which allowed them to occupy the fortified 
town of Galata, and thus enabled them to become a danger- 
ous ally of the invader. On the conquest the capitulations 
of the Genoese were confirmed by Mahomet the Conqueror. 
During the next centur>' the Venetians succeeded in obtaining 
jxrrhaps the clearest definition which had yet been made of 
the privileges and exterritoriality granted by capitulations. 
These expressly included the right of having disputes with 
their fellow Venetians decided only by their own authorities, 
the right to have questions between Venetians and Ottoman 
subjects decided only in presence of a Venetian dragoman 
or interpreter, exemption from harach, the tax imposed on 

' I }iavc «-rioti% iImuI .ts Ik thci ihc rij;hl *if r\tcriit«>n.ility rt-^.u.!t«l at 
thi% lime as a prt\il«-^r. The lnlJ•fr^^i.>n I l».i\c ^iiitufn! fr«un rculm^ many of 
the railirr tiralin* ^ith the ImIi.hi \lMvs i% that tin ir ru\t f\ ^cir <juite cc»ntcnl lo 
huUiut i)ur^(io(is in «li^|'Uie t** ihc itii|H*njl ci»urtv See, U>t example, the trealic* 
in SjuIi\ c Wif»t*t Ji intt^Kiit an<i (laittMhi's MauuaJc dt Ihntta i^thitiO e: 
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form. 



Reasons 



Christians in lieu of military service, and the right of the 
Republic to name its own baily or magistrate in Constanti- 
nople. 

These privileges were embodied in the capitulations with 
France in 1536, and though this treaty has been often re- 
drawn and embodied in many treaties with each Euroi>ean 
Power, its provisions still remain the essential articles of the 
capitulations under which foreigners now live in the Ottoman 
empire. The system which was thus formulated in the 
French capitulations has not materially changed from that 
day to this. Each nation has now its treaty with the Porte. 
But as each treaty contains a most favoured nation clause, 
the whole of the treaties or capitulations form a body of law 
which constitutes the capitulations under which foreigners 
live, and under which their governments exercise jurisdiction 
in the Ottoman Empire.* 

In the best days of the Byzantine Empire something 
approaching a fusion or welding together of the various races 
into one people had taken place. But the influx of new- 
comers into the Empire during the century immediately 
preceding the Latin conquest formed a population of so 
many different races, languages, and manners, that the 
process of fusion stopped. As soon as the city came under 
Moslem rule, fusion became impossible and has been so ever 
since. The Mahometan is forbidden by his religion to grant 
equality to unbelievers. Christian subjects are rayahs or 
sheep. Hence, as might have been expected, there has never 
been a serious attempt to weld the various races under the 
rule of the Sultan into one people. But if it be impossible 
for the Moslem to grant equal rights to Christian and Moslem 
subjects, it is none the less impossible to extend similar rights 
to Christian foreigners. On the other hand, foreigners could 
not consent to live in a country where by law the Christian 

* The treaties under which foreigners reside in the Turkish empire arc asuallf 
called capitulations, because their contents arc arranged under heads. They 
assume sometimes the form of letters patent or concessions, by which the sovereign 
has granted certain rights to the subjects of another Power. At other times, and 
more usually, they are in the form of treaties by which the sovereign of each 
country grants certain privileges to the subjects of the other. 
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can hardly be said to have legal rights against a Mahometan. 
Hence the preservation of the system of capitulations became 
a necessity, if Christian foreigners were to be induced to 
remain or to settle in the Empire. The Turks were com- 
pclled to recognise this, and as they found capitulations in full 
vigour— -Galata being, as wc have seen, a fortified city in the 
hands of foreigners at the time of the capture of the city in 
1453— they continued the system. The history of the last 
four and a half centuries in Constantinople has been the 
history of the development of the system of capitulations. 

Such a juridical anomaly is only now possible or tolerable 
in a country where foreigners have, and are entitled to have, 
no confidence in the administration of the government as the 
protector of life and property. Other nations have outgrown 
this system. The Turks have not done so ; but though other 
Kuropcan nations have progressed beyond the legal con- 
ception of a former time, there are many traces of the old 
system in their laws. The exterritoriality of ambassadors 
and the privileges of their retainers is a survival of this 
system. In Turkey also all the rights of jurisdiction enjoyed 
by foreigners arc groujxrd round and closely connected with 
the rights conferred on ambassadors. But it is to be noted that 
in Constantinople the existing system is the direct lineal re- 
presentative in unbroken succession of a wider exterritoriality 
which existed during the middle ages and had been continued 
from Roman times. Englishmen residing in France or other 
European states are properly left to seek redress in the 
courts of the country where they arc dwelling. It is worth 
remembering, however, that Englishmen have had to fall 
back UjX)n the early type of a colony in a strange country in 
several instances. The factories of Indi.!, of Lisbon, and of 
St. Petersburg during the last century, and the consular 
courts of China and Jai>an, all owctl their judicial system 
to a conception of law resembling that which led to the 
establishment of the capitulations in Constantinople, and all 
ultimately develop the Ic^mI fiction that the territory in the 
foreign country is a portion of the Empire from whose shores 
they have been planted. 
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I have said that the idea in Constantinople was that 
foreigners should not be entitled to the privileges of the 
citizen, but should be allowed the advantages of their own 
laws. Mahometans have never advanced sufficiently far to 
outgrow this conception. All Christians are in a sense 
foreigners to Mahometans, and cannot have the advantages of 
Moslem law. Still, neither in the case of the foreign colonies 
under the Byzantine empire, nor in those which were found 
by the Turks, nor in those actually existing in Constantinople, 
was there any considerable sense of hardship. The colonists 
had their own predilections in favour of their own laws. The 
native was equally convinced that his system was the best 

I repeat that there has existed no period in the history of 
Constantinople in which foreigners have not enjoyed the 
advantages, and been subject to the disabilities, of exterrito- 
riality. The existing system of capitulations is a survival 
rather than, as it is generally represented, a new invention 
specially adapted to Turkey. Still less is it a system, as it is 
often said to be, of magnanimous concessions made by far- 
sighted sultans of Turkey in order to encourage foreigners to 
trade with and reside in the Empire. The capitulations were 
neither badges of inferiority imposed on foreigners, as they 
have often been described, nor proofs of exceptional wisdom 
peculiar to the sultans. As a fact, foreigners have never 
held so important a position in the capital under Ottoman 
rule as under that of the Christian emperors, and especially at 
the close of the twelfth century. While the native population 
has probably remained stationary during the last six centuries, 
the foreign population was probably never so large as at that 
period. 

I now propose to point out what were the principal colonies 
of foreigners which existed in Constantinople, and in other of 
the important cities of the Empire, at the time immediately 
preceding the Latin conquest. 

3. Tlie Warings, 

Among the foreigners who had been longest established 
in Constantinople in 1204 were the Warings, or Varangians. 
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They were kinsmen of our own, and on this account may be 
allowed a fuller description than the immediate object in Warings 
hand would justify. Tacitus speaksof * Angli et Varini/* the English!^ 
English and the Warings. Ik)th were in his time the inhabi- 
tants of the country south of the Baltic, or, as it came to be 
called at a later period, the Waring Sea When the great 
movement began which caused the English to emigrate to 
Britain, some of the Warings took part in it With them also 
were others whom Bede speaks of as Rugians or Russians.^ 
At a later period the name Waring and Russian appears to 
have been applied indifferently to the same people, the truth 
possibly being, as the Russian monk Nestor says, that some 
of the Warings were called Russians. Many traces of Wearing 
emigration into England exist, of which the names of Warwick 
or Wacring>*'ick, Warnford and Warington. are examples. 
The record of their history shows them to be cIo.scly akin to 
the English, though whether through the Teutonic or the 
Norse clement of our people may be open to doubt' Their 
appearance was like that of Englishmen or Danes. Their 
language was virtually the same. Their exploits at sea, their 
legends, their habits, their very names, all convey the irre- 
sistible impression that we are reading of the kinsmen of our 
ancestors. 

While the English went westward, the Warings spread 'n»Hrpro- 
themsclvcs along the eastern shores of the Baltic, or went 
southward. They levied tribute from the neighbouring tribes, 
and especially from the Slavs. The Dwina and the Dniester 
were the great highways for their commerce, and for their 
plundering expeditions. Historians have in their case, as in 
so many others, occupied themselves so much with the latter 
expeditions as to leave the impression— altogether false— that 
plunder rather than C(>mmerce was the business of their lives. 
Slaves formed one of their princijial articles of ex|K>rt to 
Constantinople, while they carried back into Waringia silk, 
spices, and other Kastern produce and Byzantine gold. The 

• Gtrmamia^ vii. ch. \\, * Hiit, E^^Uu ii. 9. 

' l*r«»fcfcM»r kafn, in hi> AmJi>/utt/t Rmiui et OrumtaUs^ mAintainft lhal ihcy 
were Nwocmen. Royal S<iciy «>f Norihcfn Anii<|UAric«, vuU 1850- 1852. 



Digitized by 



THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



Slavs at Kiev and Novgorod came at an early period under 
their rule, and the process began by which they were to be 
gradually absorbed into the conquered race, as the Normans 
were at a subsequent period in England. Between 863 and 
869 they were engaged in plundering the remote provinces 
of the Eastern empire. Within a century they made four 
attempts upon Constantinople, and in the boldness of these 
undertakings showed a spirit akin to that of their countr>'men, 
with whose exploits as emigrants, explorers, and sea-rovers 
the world is familiar. It was the Waring Olaf who hung his 
shield either on the topmost turret of one of the chief gates 
of Constantinople, or, as the Russians assert, on the dome of 
Hagia Sophia itself In 904 Olaf, or Oleg, made an attempt 
against the imperial city, at the head of a band of Warings, 
Englishmen, Norsemen, and Slavs, and proceeded to the cit>' 
in 2,000 boats. A treaty of peace was concluded between 
the Emperor and the invaders, which I have already men- 
tioned as an example of the capitulations which have so long 
existed in Constantinople, and under which foreigners are 
still allowed to enjoy the benefit of their own laws, and to be 
exempt under certain restrictions from the jurisdiction of the 
rulers of the land. This treaty, made in 907, was followed by 
another in 912, and a third in 945. All are given in the 
chronicle of NestorJ Among those signing on behalf of the 
Warings are Sigiborn, Adun, Adolf, Antiwald, Furst, Brum- 
wald, Ingeld, Alden, and Swain, names which sufficiently 
indicate their origin. One of the signers is named as a 
merchant. The Warings were to have free trade throughout 
the Empire, but were to take passports ; subject to this pro- 
vision the Grand Prince of Russia and his boyards were to 
be allowed to send as many ships and cargoes, as many 
deputies and guests, as they liked. The Waring merchants 
were to receive a monthly allowance. Waring offenders were 
to be punished by Waring law. Waring officers were to be 
named to take possession of testamentary and intestate suc- 
cessions. The treaties were duly ratified by Christian oaths on 

' La Chrotiique Nestor^ trcuittitc (n Fran^ais f^iir Lett is Pan's , 1S34, vol, i, 
PP* 36-44 ami 57-64. Sec also Zon.iras, ii. 173. 
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the part of the Greeks and on the part of those of the Russians 
who had become Christian, and by placing on the ground their 
swords, shields, and other arms on the part of those Russians 
who had not yet been baptized. 

An interesting account is given of the Warings a little Swendo- 
later by Leo the Deacon, a contemporary of the events he ^iuon. 
describes. The description he gives clearly shows that the 
Warings are meant, though he calls them Russians.' He 
dcx:s justice to their valour, but also to their cruelty. Like 
all the Greek writers, he makes mention of the fact that 
their distinctive weapon was the battle-axe. They never, 
says 1^0, surrendered in battle, and rather than be taken 
prisoners would kill themselves. They had flaxen or reddish 
hair, and blue eyes. One of the most striking incidents of 
the Waring war, which he describes, relates to a leader 
named Swendoslav. He had led a host into the Empire on 
a plundering expedition, and had occupied Dor>'stolon or 
Silibtria, which commands the Derwend pass through the 
lialkans. He had fought bravely, and held his own against 
great numbers, but found himself at length unequal to the 
task of breaking through the lines which the imperial troops, 
under the Kmperor John Zemiskes ^969-976), had drawn round 
D<ir> stolon. Eight thousand of his followers had been killed 
and he was compelled to accept terms, lie stipulated that 
he should be allowed to leave the Empire, and bound himself 
to send back the captives he had taken. On the other hand, 
the Romans promised to give the Russians safe conducts for 
the purpose of trade in Constantinople as they had had before. 
After the Waring chief who had led his sea-rovers across the 
HIack Sea into the Danube had signed peace with the 
Emi>cror, he expressed his wish to see his great and brave 
enemy. The interview took place on the banks of the 
Danube. Few more picturesque and characteristic scenes 
are recorded by the Byzantine historians. Each of the 

• The Sr]>lu ,,H.t «inottMl l.y Leo uvnl the •wimc wort!, H/ckirl %\\'\x. 

I an l 2, witich ihcrc tc.\ >^ : ' I'mpht-cy .i^: unst ti.^, an'i >ay. Thus saith fh 
Limi inM\. iWhnM 1 am .i^aiiui ihco, (J <.t»|;, chief priiiCc o( the Kutsiaiis, 
MiklMtl) ami I » I \\. /'/a. \k 9J. i'l. Kt^. 
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leaders appeared in a manner characteristic of the nation to 
which he belonged. The Emperor, clothed in magnificent 
armour decked with gold and jewels, rode down to the river- 
side at the head of a body of mounted guards glittering in 
gold and arms, but evidently well-disciplined and capable of 
rendering splendid service. On the other hand, Swendoslav 
came to the meeting-place in a boat propelled by his soldiers, 
he himself rowing like one of the crew. His dress was a 
simple white garment, and in no way different from that of 
the rest except that it was cleaner. The two brave leaders 
and their followers represented respectively the spirit of the 
old time and the new : on the one side the stern imperial 
discipline, the sacrifice of the many for the glory of the few, 
and the machine-like order and regularity which was pro- 
duced at the bidding of one man and had made Rome the 
mistress of the world ; on the other, the equality and the self- 
reliance which recognises that all citizens have an interest in 
the well-being of the State, and which was especially destined 
to characterise the great modern nations descended from their 
kinsmen. The imperial leader saw a man of middle height, 
with thick eyebrows, light blue eyes, thick nose, thin beard, 
but with long and heavy moustache. His hair was cut short, 
except that two long locks hung down on each side of his 
face, declaring him to belong to the Varangian nobility. 
His neck was firm, his chest broad, his expression stern and 
fierce. From each ear there hung an earring ornamented 
with two pearls and a carbuncle between them. A few words 
passed between the two leaders, the Emperor sitting on horse- 
back, the Varangian seated on one of the thwarts of his boat 
Swendoslav looked long and carefully at the great Emperor, 
and the interview finished with mutual respect. 
They take Many of the Warings and probably of the English also 
s^nic?^ had taken military service at an early period under the 
Byzantine emperors.' They formed a body-guard for the 

* Two Arab writers, Mahsoudi and Abul«fcda, assert that Russians, as the 
Warings had come to Ijc calleil, had also enlisted in the service of the Mussulman 
rulers of the East. They were highly prized everywhere as soldiers. Muralori 
quotes two edicts hydiflcrcnt LomUird kings, which confer rights upon them and 
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Emperor, and soon gained for themselves a renown greater 
than that possessed by the earlier imperial guard of the The 
Immortals. The Byzantine writers usually speak of them as ^1^^ 
the barbarian guard or as the axe-bearers. Their weapon 
was the Danish battle-axe, or rather bill, and seems not 
to have had two blades turning different ways like those of 
a halberd, but to have had one with a sharp steel spike 
projecting so that the weapon could be used either to strike 
or to thrust' Anna, the daughter of Alexis the First, calls 
them Warings or Varangians.^ Nicetas speaks of them as 
Germans.* The Western writers call them usually Danes, or 
' English and Danes.' * 

The conquest of England by William the Norman caused 
many of the English to emigrate to Russia and so to Con- 
stantinople, where they joined the Waring guard,* 

allow ihctn to settle in their territory. The whole subject of the Warings is well 
worth examination. Mr. Hyde Clarke has collected a great many interesting and 
un|M>rtant facts relating to them. 

' at K^rttfLaihp robt irtpo<rr^fiovt ircA^irffit Mxoxrtrip. Nic. 323, ed. Bonn. 
I>r. Nfordtmann has given an illustration from the seal of the chief interpreter of 
the Waring guard, which shows an axe with only one blade. The bayonet is 
curved somewhat less than a reaping-hook, with the edge turned in the oppt>site 
direction from that of the axe. Dr. Mordtmann says it is not biptnnis^ as the 
Warings' axes are always descrilje<l. I am inclined to think, however, that the 
curved bayonet, which ^trxs intended for cutting as well as thrusting, may have 
given it its ordinary name of double-edged. See Anhivcs dt tOrUni Latin 
(1881), vol. i. p. 698. 

' f« riyt OovAifff /lapc(77«vt. Ann, t. 120, cd. lk)nn. 

■ Nicetas, 323. 

* ' Les Anglois et Danois mult bien combattaicnt avcc leurs hachcs.* Villc- 
hard. 

* OrdericuA VitalU says : • When theref«>re the English ha<l l»>st their lilierty, 
they tumol themselves with real to discover the mc.nis of throwing off the un> 
accustomed ytikc. Some fled to Sueno, king of the I >ancs, to excite him to the 
reci)\ery uf the inheritance of his gr.indfaihcr Canute. NcH a few Aed into exile 
in other regions, either from the mere desire of escaping from under the Norman 
rule, «>r in the ho|ic of acquiring wealth, and so being one day in a condition to 
renew the ^triiggle at home. .Some of these in the bloom of youth (>cnetratetl into 
a far distant land, and offcretl thctiiselves to the military strr\ice of the Constanli- 
no(>f>litaiiemf>eror, that wiw prince againvt whom kolicrt Wi»canl, I >ukc <if A)>ulia, 
had then raided all hi> fufccv The Knglixh exilr* were favimraMy receive*!, and 
o|jpf«<ftl in Ijattle to the Normam, for wh«>Mr encounter the (irctrk* themselves 
were Un* weak.' The («rcck writers believed them to l>e of English origin. I>u 
Cange Collect* the authorities (see vol. iL Anna Com., p. 462 of hi* notCh\ axkl 
concluiic^ that English and Oancs i« a correct dcs4:ri|ition of the Warings ,cM;rrrsi* 
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Influence While there can be no doubt that there was a large ac- 
conquesT^ cession to the guard in consequence of the Norman conquest, 
it is also clear that there was a Waring guard in Constanti- 
nople before that event. In 1034 and 1035 this guard 
wintered in the western part of Asia Minor.* Romanos 
Diogenes, Emperor between 1068 and 107 1, reorganised the 
Waring troops, and formed them into the body-guard of the 
Emperor. That they retained amid their Eastern surround- 
ings their respect for women as well as their valour is shown 
by many circumstances, and is illustrated by a story told by 
Waring re- Cedrenus. A peasant woman had resisted the violence of 

SDcct for 

women. One of their number, and had stabbed him with his own 
sword. His companions, when they had learned the truth of 
the matter, not only pardoned her but presented her with his 
property, and left his body without burial, as if he had com- 
mitted suicide.^ The Warings, who had been converted to 
Christianity by the Greek priests, belonged to the Orthodox 
Church. The English who joined them acknowledged the 
spiritual rule of Rome, and had their church in the New 
Rome dedicated to St. Augustine of Canterbury.^ Warings 
and English, while occupants of the Greek palace, still spoke 
their own language, had their own laws, and chose, with 
certain exceptions, their own officers.* The one in command 

/ions on Vilkhardouin). The same conclusion is adopted by the learned editor 
of the Recueil des Croisades (p. 518, vol. iv.), who seems disposed to believe that 
they were almost exclusively fugitives from England, who had fled either on the 
accession of Edward the Confessor or at the Norman conquest. 

' Professor Rafn thinks that Harold, king of Non*'ay, defeated at Stamford 
Brig, was chief of the Varangian guard when he left Constantinople in 1043. 
Cedrenus, p. 735. 

• Their church was dedicated to SB. Nicolas and Augustine of Canterbury, 
and is said by Gotselinus to have been built by an English exile who arrived in 
Constantinople after the battle of Hastings. It was converted into a mosque after 
1453, and was situated between the palace and the Adrianoplc Gate. Dr. Pas- 
pati found upon one of the towers near this gate many funeral inscriptions relating 
to Warings. The English ambassador about 1865 endeavoured to have them 
removed to the English cemetery at Scutari, but unfortunately without success. 
The stones were used by the Turkish government for building. Still more un- 
fortunately, the only two copies which were taken were burnt in the great fire of 
Pera in 1870. See Histoirc de PEi^Iise iMtinc de Conaiantinopk^ par M. Belin, 
pp. 4 and 20. Also Constant hw/^, Christ, p. 130. Also Dr. Paspati's M^Utai^ 30S. 

* Cedrenus. Readers will remember that Sir Walter Scott has given a vivid 
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was called the acolyth/ or follower, because his place was im- 
mediately behind the Emperor. No body-guard in any Deserving 
country was ever more completely trusted than the Varan- 
gians. None more completely deserved such trust. They 
retained their sturdy northern independence in the midst of 
a corrupt court. They were barbarous in the eyes of Anna 
Comnena and of her father and the effeminate creatures 
about him ; but they were barbarians as English soldiers at 
a native court in India may be regarded now by the de- 
generate representatives of a warlike race. They did their 
duty as soldiers, despised the men on whose side they had to 
fight, and the English at least among their number kept their 
resentment for the Normans, against whom they were shortly 
destined to fight on imperial territory. In the fourth crusade, 
as we shall see, they did their best to resist the attack on the 
royal city.^ 

We may well feel satisfied that the Greek writers re- 
peatedly point out that the Emperors found their greatest 
safety in the spotless loyalty of those among our kinsmen 
who guarded them, and among whom were so many who had 
left England rather than accept a foreign rule.' 

picture t»f the Waring puard in C'jnstAntinopIc in Count Kol^rt of Pan's. Mis 
Kical colour and a cou^idcraltlc part of his plot arc taken from Anna Comnena. 

descriptions of the pri>ons in the lilachcrn, as well as of the life in ('oastan- 
lin-iplc, arc sinj^larly exact, thouj;h «casii>nally he fall> into error, a.s when he 
maki> the ( ruKailen wait ljef«»rc crossinga lay on the llovphorus until the li<lc h.XH 
cbUtl. There is no title in cither the liosphoius or the Marmora. 

' Anna Comnena, however, calls him w^knitv^pmp i^apx^^- Cf»<linu» gives 
the following Uc*cri|>tion of the ac«»|yth: *0 ht6\cv9Q% tOpiffxtrat fi^p t¥oxo% ^iir 
$mfiyym¥, ii«oKov0u fiaaiXu itkwp%<r9*¥ a'rrunf. 5ti roi rotno ffoi iiK6\oviot 

kiyrrm*, 

■ After the conquest there arc s<rvcral Irari s uf the W,irif^js in the Empire. 
Nikcph«>ru% (ireg., pp. 187 and 243, rd. Krg. There i-. a curing nu-nt ion in lUisl^rk 
of what was proUiMy an ivil.itctl Waring tril»c in thr I rimea. llusUck giw% .1 
list f>f words s|w.kcn l»y ihv^ men whii h arc nraily all Kntjlish, <ir as hr con- 
iidcrnl them (icrnian. Thi« «ias in 1557. The Kn^^liNh or Waring guanl w.is 
protiaMy kept up li)' constant riiugr.iiion fri>m Nortln in Kuro|>r, The cpit siion of 
the national wea|M)n, niih which the Waring; ^jn.ud was armed, it iIiMusMd, vo|. 
iv. !», 518, A'^ttwt/. The Western writer* gtiu rall) ak of it as a IUni>h hattle 
axe. 

• P.igr 120, Anna C<>m., cil. llonn. i«tia§ M rovi V« T*if Hoi)Airt $M4>dY)r^vf 
$m0iAtt^ ««AA^r r^r «if mirrit^ m^r4yK^t fxorrfi tCraiOPt ^arror lur r^t ^^'X^* 
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It is difficult to determine whether Waring, English, or 
Russian traders continued to settle in Constantinople. It is, 
however, certain that they soon ceased to be of importance 
in comparison with the colonists belonging to other races 
who had found their way to the New Rome. 

4. Italian Colonies in Constantinople, 

The most important of these colonies consisted of Italians. 
There had probably always been a large Italian element in 
Constantinople. Latin had never ceased to be understood by 
some portion of the population of the capital and other sea- 
Lajjj^ port towns. The Lingua Franca which the Crusaders were 
always able to Understand was closely allied to the dialect of Latin 

understood ' 

in seaports, spoken in Italy, and was probably a compound of the Latin 
imported with Constantine and his successors, of the Italian 
introduced by the colonists, and of a kindred dialect more 
nearly related to Latin than to Greek, which had been spoken 
in the Balkan peninsula long before the time of Constantine. 
The people of Romania continue to our own time the dialect 
of Latin, which I believe to have been the language of a 
portion of the wider Romania which was under the rule of 
New Rome. Whether the modem language is a corruption 
of the Latin of Dacian colonists, or, as I have already sug- 
gested and as there seems more reason to conclude, an 
independent branch from the common Aryan stem, closely 
related to that which was developed in Rome, the readiness 
with which a Latin dialect could be understood throughout 
at least the littoral of the Empire, as well as in isolated com- 
munities in the interior of the Balkan peninsula, can be satis- 
factorily established, and greatly facilitated trade. 
1 aiin During the latter half of the twelfth century the Latins 

settlements had obtained possession of a large part of the commerce of 
the Empire. They had important colonies in most of the 
great towns. Many Venetians were settled at Sardis, and at 
other places along the west coast of Asia Minor, as far north 

vapaSoicv ^ vovrip6¥ ri irar* avrov fitXtrriatu "wttcBiicovrat, Bryennios agrees with all 
in praising their fidelity. William of Malmesbury, Book ii. ch. 13, De GesU 
AngLf calls them English. Saxo Grammaticus and many others call them Danes. 
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as the Dardanelles, where at Abydos their colonists were 
found Others were at Rodosto, on the north coast of the 
Marmora, During Isaac s reign they had settled at Adrian- 
oplc, while an older colony of Latins was established at 
Philippopolis. 

The chief city and natural port of Macedonia then as now at Saio- 
was Salonica. It was the terminus of many roads, which ""^^ 
immediately before and after the great fair of St. Demetrius 
were crowded with traders. The furs and salt- fish of Russia 
for winter supply were exchanged for the grain of the 
country, for the silks of the Peloponnesus, or the embroidered 
cloths of Spain. Syrian, Egyptian, Italian, and even Spanish 
merchants attended this famous fair, and met Russians, Bul- 
garians, Greeks, and Arabs. Venetians. Pisans, and other 
Franks had a large and wealthy quarter in the city. 

A little to the south of Salonica, Volo possessed also a 
large settlement of Latin colonists, mostly Venetians, who had 
occupied a considerable number of towns in the Greek 
peninsula to the south of Volo. At Almyro and at Corinth in the 
the Latins had settled, the Arab merchants bringing their 
gwxls to one side of the isthmus, the Latins to the other. 
The islands of Eubcua, Andros (which produced silk), and 
I^mnos had permanent settlements of Venetians. Rh(xles, 
Chios, and Crete had also admitted Latins to the benefit of 
their commerce. In all the great trading cities the native 
population found serious rivals in men who had now become 
hostile to the Empire. 

It was, however, to the capital that most foreign merchants in ron- 
fl(Kked. There each Italian state had its own khans, known 
to the population as cfnbo/oi, buildings looking like fortifica- 
tions, and each surrounding a square courtyard upon which 
the shops fronted. These emholoi^ as well as many of the 
streets in the city, were provided with arcades for protection 
alike from sun and rain. 

The GencK'sc occupied a position near the present Seraglio 
I'oint To the we>>t of them and around the former arsenal 
gate or Neorion were the Pisans. Still further west, and 
adjoining the site of the Stamboul end of the present brid^'c. 
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around the Porta Peramaris, then as for centuries afterwards 
the principal place of entrance and exit to the city from 
Galata, were the favoured Venetians. Between them and 
the Pisans the colony of Amalfians still retained possession 
of their emboloi} There were probably both Genoese and 
Venetians already settled at Galata. We have already seen 
that the people of Constantinople complained that the Latins 
had become possessed of the best business sites in the city, 
and those who know the localities I have mentioned will 
recognise that this complaint was not made without reason. 
Besides the Latin colonies already named, there was one of 
Anconians sufficiently numerous to possess its own church. 
Another consisting of Ragusans, who were probably mostly 
Slavs, had acquired the privileges of citizenship in Constanti- 
nople in return for aid which they had rendered against 
Venice. 

We have already seen how these foreign colonies were 
governed. I may add here that the ambassador was usually 
the ruler of the colony from the State which he represented, 
that he took counsel on all important matters with the 
prudcntes viri of the community, and that when the century 
closed each such community had, in addition to its political 
minister, officers who acted under various names as judges 
and governors. Each colony was regarded as so far pros- 
perous that it had to send revenues home to the parent state, 
the Amalfians sending also tribute to St. Mark's at Venice. 

Italian commerce in Constantinople had during the twelfth 
ccttUiry become of great importance both to the Italian 
states, to the Empire, and to Europe. But during the second 
half of that century there existed a considerable amount of 
jealousy between the Empire and the rising commercial states 
of Italy. Constantinople during many years was the battle 
ground of the vigorous Italian states, much as India was 

* The topography of Constantinople at the period of the fourth crusade has 
been carefully studied by Dr. A. Paspati (see AfeUtai\ and also by Dr. Mordl- 
mann. I may mention here that I am greatly indebted to Dr. Paspati for many 
hints on the topography of the city. Ileyd's GeschUhU (Us Levante-Handels im 
iMittelaltcr^ 1 879, is the great authority on trade during the period with which I 
am concerned. 
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between the English and other European peoples during the 
last century. These states were now nearly independent of all 
external control, and made war and treaties with each other 
like the cities of old Greece. The traders of Constantinople 
were naturally impatient of commercial rivals who were rapidly 
depriving them of business which had been exclusively in their 
own hands, and were not careful to inquire to what particular 
Italian state their rivals belonged. The jealousy of the 
Greeks was increased by many causes. There was a tradi- 
tional sentiment against the Eastern emperors, which was 
fully returned by the rulers of the New Rome against the 
portion of the Roman empire not under their control. These 
rulers were suffering the smart of recent losses inflicted by 
upstart states, the Norman kingdom in the south of Italy, the 
powerful republic in the north. The Roman Emperor in the 
West claimed to be the only living successor of the Roman 
C.xsars in things temporal. The Pope claimed even more 
|K>sitively to be the ruler of the world in things spiritual. 
Both claims were denied in the East 

The Latin colonists were always united in condemning but usually 
the Greeks because they refused to recognise the supremacy ^^^t 
of the Pope of Rome. Although divided at home, they were ^'"P*"^ 
generally united against the By/antincs. The common bond 
of religion, race, and language, tended to make thcin live 
together as neighlx)urs on a foreign soil. Hut the Latin 
colonists, while generally united by their common interests 
against the Hy/antincs, were jealous of each other's influence. 
The Venetians resented any grant of privileges to the Pisans 
or Amalfians. The Genoese were usually ready to intrigue 
against the Venetians. These internal quarrels continually 
brought trouble to the Empire. A concession granted to one 
Ittilian state made the others at once hostile to the grantor 
unless they aUo obtained like advantages. 

The first of the Italian states which obtained privileges vvnicr 
from the Empire was the republic of Venice, though the city Km^Jin'. 
of Amalfi had sent trailers to the capital at an earlier date. 
The policy of Venice had long been one of friendliness to 
the New Rome. She had obtained the largest share of the 
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commerce of the Eastern capital, and had in turn been more 
influenced by its civilisation than any other Italian city. As 
she was the first of the Italian states to exercise considerable 
influence in Constantinople, so also her influence survived 
that of all others. As her people did more to bring about 
the ruin of the New Rome than those of any other city or 
state, so also she remains the one city of Europe where the 
impress of the New Rome's civilisation has left deep traces. 

From the time that the lagoons had become the seat of 
the Venetian government, the trade with Constantinople had 
been one of her greatest interests. The amount of commerce 
between the two cities was very great The Bosphorus was 
the chief highway between Persia, Central Asia, Russia, and 
Eastern Europe to the West. The good government and the 
security for life and property which existed under the rule of 
Constantinople was an additional inducement for the trader 
to try his ventures with the imperial city. The islands of the 
Archipelago were charged with the furnishing and equipment 
of ships for keeping order on the seas and preventing piracy. 
The arrangements made by treaties with the Venetians for 
the administration of justice show the existence of a higher 
degree of civilisation than prevailed elsewhere in Europe. The 
standard of gold coinage created by the Empire remained the 
same until the capture of the city, and its fixedness of value 
gave great confidence to merchants. Though two or three 
emperors, notably Nicephoras (963-976), were guilty of 
tampering with the money in circulation throughout the ' 
Empire, yet so long as the gold coinage remained undebased 
the Venetians, in common with other foreigners, were no more 
affected by the change than foreign merchants have been by 
the issue of paper money, and the many similar forms of 
public robbery by which the Turkish government in our own 
time has deprived its own subjects of many millions of 
pounds. Moreover, the outcry which was made when the 
Emperors tampered with the coinage shows the importance 
which was attached by the people to a measure so injurious 
to trade, and is in favourable contrast with the acquiescence 
which was made in similar attempts at public robbery in the 
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West and in subsequent times. These advantages made the 
Venetians estimate at a high value their connection with 
Constantinople, and had caused them even as early as the 
time of Charles the Great, and in spite of his threats, to remain 
faithful to the Emperor of the New Rome. 

They had obtained a treaty of commerce as early as 
1056.* Henceforward, until near the end of the twelfth 
centur)', they had made common cause with the Byzantine 
Empire. The enemies of New Rome were the enemies of 
Venice. The Saracen pirates from Spain and Africa who 
had invaded Sicily were attacked alike by the imperial and 
republican fleets. But it was in the time of Alexis the First, 
who reigned between 1081 and 11 18, that the ties between the 
Venetians and the Emperor became the closest. When 
Robert Wiscard, the leader of the Normans, who had ob- 
tained possession of the Two Sicilies, invaded the Empire, the 
Venetians became at once alarmed lest their trade should be 
placed at the mercy of these daring pirates. If the attack 
upon Durazzo had been successful the Normans would have 
commanded the narrowest part of the Adriatic. Hence they 
readily made the treaty, which has already been mentioned, 
by which they pledged themselves to oppose Robert 

The Norman fleet under Bohemund was defeated, and the 
communications of the army which was besieging Durazzo 
were cut off. While Bohemund was harassing the imperial 
army on the mainland, capturing Durazzo, ravaging Epirus 
and Thcssaly, and taking Larissa, his father Robert had 
driven the Western Emperor out of Rome and had plundered 
the city. This done, he again turned his attention to the 
Empire of the New Rome. Again the Venetians were found 
aiding the Greeks. A fleet belonging to the two states be- 
sieged Corfu. Robert succeeded in defeating both. The 
Venetians, however, s(K>n recovered and attacked Robert tit 
Butrotis, where he was entirely beaten.' He died shortly 
after at Ccphalonia. The Venetians were so disgusted with 
their Doge who had commanded in the naval action at Corfu 
that he was replaced by another, on whom the Emperor 
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conferred the title of ProfosebastoSy a.ccomp2iny\ng it with a 
pension. On the same occasion he recognised the title of 
the Republic to the sovereignty of Dalmatia and Croatia. 
The Emperor ordered the Amalfian colonists in Constanti- 
nople to pay an annual revenue to the church of St Mark in 
Venice, and gave the Venetians a quarter with shops and 
bazaars in Constantinople in the choicest part of the Golden 
Horn, with considerable land both in Constantinople and 
Durazzo. But these presents, though of great value, were 
not to be compared, says Anna Comnena, and rightly, with 
the privilege he conceded to them of free trade in all kinds of 
merchandise throughout the Empire, with the exception of the 
Black Sea, without any payment whatever.* The concession 
was so great that it was soon resented both by the merchants 
of Constantinople and by the other Italian states. Venice 
was sufficiently strong at sea to afford safer convoy to her 
merchant ships than any other state. To allow her mer- 
chandise to enter duty free and her ships to export what they 
liked without payment of duty was to give her almost a 
monopoly of trade. Hence on the death of Alexis it is not 
surprising to find that his son, John Comnenos (1118 to 
1 143), refused to confirm what was virtually the Venetian 
monopoly.^ Other influences, however, were at work, which 
caused the Venetians to be less anxious to preserve friend- 
ship with Constantinople than they had been. The Holy 
War against the infidels had been proclaimed by Pope Urban 
in 1095. Jerusalem had been captured in 1099, and God- 
frey proclaimed King. The trade with Syria had become of 
great importance, and already commerce was beginning to 
take the direction of its ancient route through Egypt rather 
than through the Bosphorus. In 11 24 John expelled the 
Venetians from the Empire. In revenge they attacked Chios, 
Samos, and Rhodes,' plundered them and captured many 
youths and maidens, whom they sold into slavery. A desul- 
tory war continued during two years, in the course of which 

' Anna Com. 287, Bonn. * Dandolo, 269. 

* Cimn. vi. lo ; Fulcher, p. 470, ReciuiL Fulcher is inclined to blame the 
Venetians, though he preaches against both the Emperor and the Venetians. 
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each of the combatants inflicted serious injury on the other. In 
1 1 26 the war was brought to an end. The Emperor declared 
himself willing to forget the wrongs which the Republic 
had inflicted upon him in return for the promise given to 
aid in the defence of the Empire. The Doge was formally 
confirmed in his title of Protosebastos. The Amalfian colo- 
nists in Constantinople were compelled to contribute three 
pounds weight of gold annually to the church of St. Mark at 
V'cnice, and free trade was to be permitted to the Venetians 
in the capital and in all the important ports of the Empire 
south of the Black Sea, which was here, as in every other 
treaty, exempted from access to foreigners. With the reign 
of Manuel (i 143-1 180) there was a distinct change of policy. 
The Venetians had obtained a position in the Empire far 
superior to that possessed by any other foreign colony ; 
they had exclusive rights of trade in some cities ; they had 
less taxes to pay than any other foreigners in others ; they 
had the best position in Constantinople and the best wharves ; 
but they had shown that they were not in all cases to be 
depended upon as the friends of the Empire. Moreover, the 
other Italian states were becoming formidable rivals in spite 
of the privileges which had been granted to the rulers of the 
Adriatic. Manuel probably thought that it was in the in- 
terest of the Empire to encourage all foreigners to trade with 
Constantinople ; that such a policy would enable him to 
obtain better terms from the Venetians, would allow him to 
play ofl" one foreign colony against another, and had the 
additional advantage of increasing the imperial revenue, 
which had already become seriously reduced through the 
wars with the Turks and Sicilians. 

The Pisans and the Genoese came next in imiM)rt.ince to 
the Venetians, and Manuel directed his altcnlion towards 
obtaining their good-will. The Pisans had obtained an im- 
portant treaty in iiii. after and in spite of the a>^i>tance 
they had given to Hohcmund.* They were, however, always 
troublesome colonists. The Genooe, who had likewise op- 
I>osed the Greeks at the time of the struggle with lk)hemund, 
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do not appear to have obtained a treaty until the reign of 
Manuel. Seeing, however, the great benefits obtained by 
Venice, they consented to appear as the liegemen and vassals 
of that Emperor in order to obtain similar privileges. In 1 154 
Manuel granted them a golden bull, which set out the con- 
cessions that had been granted to them. The Genoese were 
to pay an export and import duty of four per cent instead 
of ten, which was the rate paid by other traders, except, of 
course, the favoured Venetians.* They were to have a khan 
assigned them in the city of Constantinople and a quarter on 
the opposite shore, where afterwards arose their important 
city of Galata. In 11 57, however, they complained that the 
khan and the wharf had not been given them.^ During the 
next four or five years the friendly relations between the 
Empire and the Genoese and Pisans alike were several times 
disturbed. The Genoese had allied themselves with Frederic 
Barbarossa, while the Venetians and the Pisans supported 
Manuel. 

Partial Henceforward the history of the Latin colonists in Con- 

Maimcrs stantinople is the story of a series of quarrels and rivalries 
po^cy. among themselves and of combined hostility towards the 
Empire. The Emperor's wish was probably to keep at peace 
with all the Latin colonies. Nicetas tells us that he sought to 
bind them to him in friendship. He aided Pope Alexander 
the Third and the Italian cities against Frederic Barbarossa. 
He invited Italian settlers and promised to protect their 
commerce. But the citizens of the rival Italian states could 
not keep from quarrelling together in Constantinople, and 
hence Manuel's policy met with imperfect success. 



In 1 169 we find Manuel making a new alliance with the 
Genoese. They obtained another treaty with Manuel in 1 178, 
which gave them liberty to trade with all parts of the Empire 
except Russia.^ 

On the death of Manuel in 11 80, Genoa, Venice, and 
Pisa were all at peace with the Empire. Manuel's policy had 

' Sauli, Storia della Colonia <Ui Genovtsi in Calaia, 

^ * Fro exigcntlis scalis et embolo proniissis. Caffanis, AnnaJts JanufHset, 
■ Sauli, Doiutfunti^ ii. p. 192. 
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been so far successful that, according to the statement of 
Eustathius already referred to, there were upwards of 60,000 
Latins living in Constantinople in 11 80, of whom by far the 
greater number were Venetians, Pisans, and Genoese. It was 
on the death of this Emperor that the dynastic struggles com- 
menced which so greatly weakened the Empire. The mutual 
jealousies of the Latin colonists soon broke out. The colo- 
nists, as we have seen, joined the Protosebastos Alexis, who 
opposed the usurper Andronicos. Indeed, the army of 
Alexis was largely composed of Latins. In the words of 
Nicetas, which sound familiar, Alexis had the ships, the men, 
and money too. The treasury of the Empire was in his hands. 
He had galleys and Latin soldiers clad in mail. It was in 
1182, on the triumph of Andronicos, that the inhabitants of 
Constantinople rcse against the Latins, murdered a great 
number, and committed the outrages already described. 

Three years later, the Latins had apparently fallen upon 
better times. The new Emperor, the weak Isaac Angelos, 
had been raised to the purple by a popular revolution. We 
have seen that Branas, after he had suppressed the Wallach 
and Bulgarian rising, took the opportunity, seeing the un- 
popularity of the sovereign, of declaring himself Emperor, 
and that, being an able man, he would probably have suc- 
ceeded if Conrad, Marquis of Montferrat, had not happened 
to be in Constantinople. 

With the assistance of a hundred and fifty Latin knights 
and a body of Latin adventurers, mostly Pisans, found in 
Constantinople, Conrad put the army of Branas to flight. As 
the country immediately round Constantinople had been 
generally on the side of the rebel, the EmjKrror gave the 
Latins and those who had been on his side ixrrmission to 
pillage and plunder it, as well as the houses of Greek nobles 
whose loyalty was suspected. But these nobles were naturally 
not without supiK)rters. The Latins, who Loa^tcd tlicy had 
saved the Emperor, were attacked by the Greeks. Many 
were killed, and the Latin quarters were attacked and plun- 
dered. Isaac was probably glad to be able to make his 
peace with Venice, and confirm the former privileges of the 
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Venetians on condition that they should come to his aid 
with a hundred galleys. Before the year was out similar 
privileges were granted to the Genoese. They were to have 
their own quarter of the city, their own wharves, churches, 
and freedom of trade. 

The obtention of privileges was, however, by no means 
prized as it had been a generation previously. The com- 
merce of the capital had already fallen off. The dynastic 
rebellions had weakened the Empire, and had injured it still 
more by showing how greatly it had been weakened by its 
struggles with the Turks and other enemies. During the 
last twenty years of the century the members of each Italian 
colony had had troubles with the Empire, had been expelled, 
and had then been allowed to return. A spirit of distrust 
had arisen on both sides. Merchants and citizens had alike 
taken in hand the redress of their own wrongs even in Con- 



Attacks stantinople, while the low condition of the Byzantine marine 
Empire by enabled the Latins to ravage the coasts and the islands when- 
p\raies. ^^^^ ^^^Y ^^'^'^ Empire. During the last few 

years of the century they were nearly always at war. In 
1 192 the Pisans and the Genoese were confirmed in their old 
privileges, or had new ones granted them, although at the 
very time Pisan and Genoese pirates were ravaging the -^gean 
Sea. These pirates, in ships belonging respectively to the two 
states, captured a Venetian vessel on its way to Constanti- 
nople. There was on board it an ambassador from Isaac 
who was returning from Egypt, and another from Saladin 
who was bringing gifts of horses, wild animals, amber, and 
other valuable presents to the Emperor. The ambassadors 
were murdered. Isaac resented their murder and the theft 
of the presents intended for him. He made complaints to 
Genoa and Pisa, seized merchant ships, and asked for indcm- 
nity. After some time the Genoese consented to give it, 
but the Pisans gave no satisfaction. The Government of 
Pisa was either unable or unwilling to control its citizens, 
who took to piracy with impunity. In 11 94 a fleet of 
vessels belonging to similar freebooters virtually blockaded the 
Dardanelles and plundered imperial vessels. The Emperor 
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was powerless to capture them. The council of Pisa took no 
step to oppose them. One of these pirates in 11 98 defeated 
the imperial admiral with thirty ships. The Emperor only 
succeeded in putting an end to his ravages by proposing 
terms to him through the Genoese, and then setting the 
Pisans to attack him. 

The Genoese had, however, become equally troublesome. 
A Genoese pirate, named Caflario, had after great difficulty 
been captured and killed. On his death the Emperor re- 
quested Genoa to send an ambassador to his court with a 
view to negotiations. This was done, and arrangements were 
made for the restoration of the buildings and wharves that 
the Genoese had possessed in Constantinople, but the nego- 
tiations can hardly be said to have been concluded when the 
city was captured by the Crusaders. 

The weakness of the Empire, and particularly at sea, from 
the accession of Isaac the Second, had become clear to every 
Italian state. The imperial shores had become the prey of 
every pirate who chose to attack them. Pisans and Vene- 
tians, though during the last fifteen years of the century 
almost constantly fighting against each other, occasionally 
united in piratical attacks upon the Empire, while they re- 
garded Constantinople as neutral ground. 

But while the hostih'ty which had been growing between 
the Empire and the Itahan states generally greatly weakened 
the former, that displayed by Venice was the strongest, and 
contributed most largely to the capture of Constantinople. 
The ill-feeling between the Greeks and Venetians h«id gained 
great strength with the grant of concessions to Pisans and 
other Italian states in the time of Manuel. It had been 
increased by several events in the same reign, until in 1171, 
in a moment of irritation, all the Venetians in the Empire 
were arrested and their proinrrty placed under soijuester. A 
short but hotly contested war followed. In the following year 
the Republic sent a fleet of a hundred ve^scls to attack the 
imiKjrial forces in Dalmatia. Ragusa surrendered on the 
second day of the siege. Dalmatia was conquered. Negro- 
pont, Chios. Scyros, and t)ther places were pilliiged. For a 
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while everything seemed to be going in favour of the 
Republic. Everywhere, however, the Venetians were opposed 
by the inhabitants. A portion of the Venetian fleet was 
destroyed by that of the Empire, but the rest occupied itself 
during the next three years in piratical attacks on the islands 
of the iEgean. Aid was given on every hand to the enemies 
of the Empire. The Serbians were subsidised. The Arch- 
bishop of Mayence, who on behalf of Frederic Barbarossa was 
besieging Ancona, which was occupied by Manuel's troops, 
received a detachment of men to aid him, and the city was 
blockaded by a Venetian fleet. An alliance was concluded 
with William of Sicily. Yet in spite of all its efforts the 
Republic was unsuccessful. Weakened by sickness, which 
they attributed to drinking water which had been poisoned 
by the Greeks, and opposed everywhere, the Venetians were 
driven to sue for peace. Manuel rejected their proposals. 
The imperial fleet, which had made an unsuccessful attack 
upon Egypt in n/o, was yet able to provide a hundred and 
fifty galleys. The fleet of the Republic had to retire before it, 
and of the one hundred and twenty ships which had left Venice 
only seventeen returned, the rest having been either captured, 
abandoned, or destroyed. The Venetians, in their rage at his 
failure, assassinated the Doge, Vitali Michieli, who had con- 
ducted the expedition. Before leaving the Archipelago a 
second embassy had been sent to Constantinople to sue for 
peace. 

On this mission Henry Dandolo went to the capital, and 
during this period he lost his eyesight. Whether such loss 
was partial or total ; whether it was due to the terrible epi- 
demic which in the first year of the war had carried off" 
three or four thousand of the Venetians in the islands of 
the iEgean ; whether, as Villehardouin asserts, he was blind 
from a wound in the head ; or whether he was blinded in Con- 
stantinople with a burning glass at the command of the 
Emperor, as his descendant affirms, it is certain that from 
this time until his death Dandolo was filled with a passionate 
desire for vengeance against the Empire. His mission, like 
that of his predecessors, proved a failure. 
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In II 75 the Venetians found that success had eluded 
them everywhere except in Dalmatia. Ancona had been re- 
lieved. The Serbians had been driven back. Their own fleet 
had been shattered. They accordingly sued once more for 
peace. Manuel, who was being hard pressed by the Turks, 
was on his side willing to make terms. He agreed to restore 
the Republic to its privileges as they existed in 1 171, and to pay 
fifteen hundred pounds weight of gold as compensation for 
the Venetian property which he had seized. It is doubtful 
whether any considerable portion of this sum was ever paid. 
Certain buildings in Constantinople were delivered to the 
Venetians in 1189, probably in part payment. 

As the century closed the relations of the Republic with Relations 
Constantinople appeared to have improved. In 1198 an \^^niw"and 
alliance was concluded by two envoys, sent for that purpose nopi**^"^* 
by Henry Dandolo, now become Doge, and was followed by 
an imperial bull promising an indemnity to the Venetians 
and binding them on their side not to assist Alexis, the son of 
the deposed Emperor Isaac. The old soreness, however, still 
remained. The jealousy of the favours heaped on the Pisans, 
the non-payment of the indemnity for the property seized in 
1 1 7 1 , and, above all perhaps, the bitterness of Dandolo, which 
had increased with his age, all tended to make Venice hostile. 
She had, indeed, recovered the territory which had been taken 
from her by the Empire, and her citizens had now as many 
commercial privileges as were possessed by the subjects of the 
Empire themselves. She recognised, however, that she held 
these privileges on a precarious tenure, and that the Empire 
no longer cared to give to the Republic exclusive rights ; and 
the recollection of thc.*c facts and of her grievances, joined 
with the knowledge of her own strength and of the imperial 
weakness, combined to make her hostile. The very closeness 
of the alliance which had existed between the Empire and 
Venice had weakened the former where she had the most 
need of strength. Constantinople had had such powerful op- 
ponents against her in the east, the north, and the south-west, 
that most of her attcntif)n had been concentrated on her 
armies. She had never altogether n< i;Icctcd her fleet, as the 
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Venetians themselves had learned to their cost in the war 
between 1171 and 1175. But she had acquired the habit of 
looking for the aid of Venice in every struggle which had to 
be fought out at sea, and the result was that the strength of 
the imperial navy had been gradually lessening, until, when 
the hour of supreme trial came, her fleet was powerless to 
resist the invader who had been her hired ally. The rivalries 
of the naval states of Italy kept the Empire in nearly perpetual 
naval war with one or other of them ; but the navy which was 
strengthened by this warfare was that of Venice, and not of 
the New Rome. 

During the last half of the century preceding the great 
expedition which Venice carried to Constantinople, her hos- 
tility and jealousy had been continually increasing. The 
tradition of her alliance with Constantinople was forgotten. 
Her later conquests had been won by her own strength alone. 
The alliance of the New Rome was no longer needful to her, 
and as that alliance had been withdrawn there was substituted 
for it the strongest desire to wound the Empire, to destroy its 
influence, and to take possession of its trade. Her intimate 
relations with the New Rome made her understand better 
than any other state how valuable was her commerce, and 
probably also how much her resources had been diminished 
by the attacks on land and sea ; and the tenacious hostility 
which she showed during the generation preceding her final 
blow contributed more to the weakening of the Empire than 
the opposition of all the other Italian states. 

I have endeavoured to show that during the century and a 
half preceding the Latin Conquest the New Rome and the 
Empire over which it ruled had been attacked as surely no 
state had ever been attacked before. The long contest of the 
Elder Rome with the states of Italy, the five centuries of war- 
fare waged by the remnant of Spaniards who had never given 
in to the Moor, have each of them features which separate 
them distinctly from the contest waged by Constantinople. 
The Romans of the earlier time and the Spaniards who ex- 
pelled the Moors were welded together by community of 
interest and of origin. Intercourse between the various 
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citizens of each race was easy. Sympathy between them was 
natural ; for their numbers were small, and each citizen felt 
that the welfare of the state was also his private interest. The 
Empire had no such advantages. It was composed of peoples 
widely different in origin, in history, and in sympathy. The 
Greeks of the south had never altogether forgotten their 
ancient civilisation, and were a race in intellectual decay. 
The fierce Bulgars and the Slavs of the north of the peninsula 
had not yet emerged from barbarism. The various colonies 
of Wallachs, of Huns, and of other races which were settled 
in the Empire and were compelled to obey its rule, had little 
or no sympathy with the people by whom they were sur- 
rounded. All the peoples, races, and tongues of the Empire 
regarded Constantinople, with its prosperity, its immense 
trade, and its luxury, with a certain rivalry or jealousy often 
amounting to hostility. The community of feeling arising 
either from patriotism or religion, which has always been 
present in the great protracted struggles of nations, hardly 
existed in the Byzantine Empire. Its territory was too wide- 
spread in an age when communication was slow for any such 
common sentiment to exert a powerful influence over the mass 
of the population. The isolation of peoples of various races 
and languages was never under its rule so complete as it is 
now under that of the Ottoman Turks, where Greek, Turk, 
and Bulgarian live side by side without intermarriage and 
almost without intercourse. On the contrar)%the Empire had 
shown a wonderful capacity for assimilating the various races 
which had flowed into it ; but these races had come in such 
numbers and were of such widely different composition that 
the process was far from complete during the |K:riod we have 
been considering, when it was necessary for the nation to put 
forth all her strcn*;th. A large portion of her army was con- 
tinually cnga^xd in keeping order among the diverse peoples 
and the discordant elements of which her jx^pulation was 
formed. 

We have seen that the attacks made upon her from 
without were of a formidable nature. While those from the 
Normans of Sicily and from the Italian states were of a kind 
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commands our admiration. Her huge blunder was neglect of 
her fleet This neglect left her open to attack by sea, and 
although such an attack was useless unless it could be 
combined with a simultaneous attack by an army — although, 
too, there was but one state in the world which could equip 
a fleet adequate for the purpose in view, the peculiar position 
of Constantinople ought to have taught her rulers that she 
could never be safe unless she could effectually bar the passage 
of the Dardanelles. When at last the moment came in which 
her old ally was to lead the attack against the imperial city, it 
was by means of the Venetian fleet that the vulnerable point 
was reached. 
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In I200 Constantinople was the chief city of the Western 
world. Many circumstances had contributed to give her this 
pre-eminence. Much was due to her geographical position. 
No city at that time or for many centuries previous was so 
well situated for commanding influence at once over Europe 
and Asia. Her situation seemed pre-eminently fitted for the Advnn- 
seat of the universal empire to which Roman ambition aspired, ^t^uoi 
All the trade between Western Europe and the countries 
bordering on the Black Sea, and those to which that sea was 
the highway, must pass her gates. The Sea of Marmora and 
the Bosphorus, called oftencr the Straits of St. George, afforded 
the easiest of paths for the commerce of the neighbouring 
countries. The Golden Horn, the natural harbour of Con- 
stantinople, is protected from every wind, and is so deep 
throughout half its length that even large vessels can be 
moored quite close to the shores, while throughout the other 
half it shoals off so as to afford ample accommodation for 
the smallest vessels. The triangular peninsula upon which 
the city is situated slopes upward gently from the sea on the 
two long sides to a ridge at right angles to the b:»se, and thus 
affords an easy natural drainage. The Bosphorus. which 
flows past the apex of the triangle, has always a strong 
current running either northwards or southwards according 
to the prevailing wind. With rare exceptions there is always 
a corrcs[)ondi ng wind blowing across the city. These winds 
have at all times done much to keep the city healthy, and at 
the present day contribute more than any other cause to 
remedy the mischief to which the want of simple sanitary 
precautions would give rise. The site, excellent for strength 
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in defence, salubrious, and convenient for commerce, had 
indeed been admirably chosen by Constantine for the estab- 
lishment of the New Rome, and nearly nine centuries of 
prosperity had added to the wealth with which its great 
founder had endowed it The two chief sources of this 
wealth had been its political pre-eminence and its commerce. 
Advan- As the Capital city of the eastern division of the Roman 

riv^c^d from Empire and the residence of its Emperor and nobility, Con- 
thVoipfiai stantinople drew together a large population. It had gradu- 
ally attracted all that was most noteworthy throughout the 
Empire in art and science. The records of the Christian 
Church bear witness to the acutcness of intellect with which 
the great theological questions of the time were, in and about 
Constantinople, discussed and settled for centuries. The 
student of law recognises that the body of jurisprudence 
which was developed in the New Rome, and which is known 
as Roman law, owes to the labours of jurists in Constanti- 
nople most of its precision, its subtlety, its grasp of principles, 
and its wonderful generalisations. The modern world still 
retains the powerful impressions made upon it by Constanti- 
nople. The leading dogmas established by its famous divines 
and its councils are recognised throughout Christendom. 
Roman law, which never ceased to be practised throughout 
Western Europe, has, since its reformation under Napoleon, 
become the law of the whole civilised world with the excep- 
tion of the English-speaking peoples, and even our law has 
been largely added to by doctrines taken, sometimes avowedly, 
sometimes without recognition, from the same storehouse of 
legal principles. All that Paris and Berlin have done towards 
attracting the ablest professors and specialists in the countries 
of which they are the capitals had been done by Constanti- 
nople. The sculptor, the painter, and the architect found 
the best market for their talents in the capital ; the poet or 
the divine, the wrestler or the actor, his most appreciative 
audiences. 

from com- Commerce, however, had contributed still more largely to 
mcrcc. ^j^^ wealth of the capital. The highway of the Bosphorus 
and the Dardanelles is one of the most important in the 
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world. No city which exists, or has ever existed, has so 
completely commanded an open road leading to, and having 
on each side of it, so many fruitful countries. From Batoum, 
which is the most direct outlet from Central Asia, the best 
available route to Europe was by the Bosphorus. This 
channel, varying from half a mile to a mile wide, could be 
easily defended. After a passage of eighteen miles these 
noble straits lead to Constantinople, which commands on one 
side of it the Marmora, a beautiful and convenient lake under 
the entire control of Constantinople. Its outlet is at the 
Dardanelles, where the facilities for its defence are equal to 
those on the Bosphorus. Thence, through the iEgean, all 
Europe, Africa, and Asia Minor was open to th^ trading 
vessels of the capital. The imports for the supply of the 
wants of Constantinople and the export of her own products 
were themselves considerable. We have seen that the rulers 
of Constantinople had conceded many privileges in favour 
of trade to foreign subjects. But while these concessions 
doubtless increased her wealth, she had reserved to her 
own merchants the exclusive privilege of the Black Sea trade 
and of the import of provisions. But she was then, as she 
has continued to be till quite recently, and will be again 
under a good government, a great mart for the collection and 
distribution of goods. A large amount of the trade between 
Asia and Europe passed through the l^osphorus. Persian 
and Armenian merchants brought their merchandise to Con- 
stantinople, to be distributed from thence throughout Western 
Europe. The city had occupied the first rank among the 
great marts of commerce for so long a pcrifKl that at the end 
of the twelfth century she had supplied not only the Empire 
of which she was the capital, but rIso Western Euroj)c, 
Central Asia, and even India, with gold coin. 

At present all foreign merchants without exception live 
outside the walls of Constantinople' The aim of the Latin 

• It must lie rcmciul>crc<l th.^t \hc ('onstaniin«.ple of 1200 *fc.is only that 
portion i»hich i* nnwv callcti >iAinl-«ul or I%taniU»ul, a nor^l which is |)r*»luMy 
llic Turkish ahl'fcviation of i tmstaniinopic, ju>l .\s SKon«h roun 1% ihc alt- 
l«fcvuti»»n of AlciarulrettJi, Skcndcr \try for Alcxan<lcr licy, IsiiiL for Nicta, 
I\mkU f«ir Nicomt'lU, \c. Another arvi more popular ilcrivaijon tracer >:amiHiul 
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colonists in the twelfth century was to obtain quarters inside 
the city.* These quarters, as they are usually called by the 
Western writers, consisted of what are known in the East as 
khans, and what were called ififioKot, by the Greeks.^ All 
the Latin quarters, with the exception of two small settle- 
ments which were destined to grow into the city of Galata, 
were, as we have seen, inside the city walls, though it is known 
that inferior houses were built between the walls and the 
waters of the Golden Horn. All the Latin quarters were on 
the side of the city which slopes towards this great harbour. 
The great struggle between the rival colonies, and indeed with 
the Byzantines, was for the scalas or wharves. Across the 
harbour, on the slopes of Pera, and in what is now called 
Galata,' were the settlements of Jews who had been banished 
from the city, and probably the dwellings of a few Venetians 
and Genoese. 

The political economy of a succession of Emperors had 
encouraged trade. They rarely sought to place restriction 
upon commerce. Monopolies were discountenanced. Mer- 
chants were invited to trade, and their rights were strictly 
guarded. The imperial government left traders very much 
to themselves, and did not harass them by useless restrictions 
or by those attempts to protect the public which have so 
often prevented trade. The taking of interest was allowed, 
and hence a great deal of the capital which had belonged to 

to *U r)iy xiJAiK, but I think the evidence is in favour of the Turkish origin. 
The Itinerario of Clavigo states that before the Moslem occupation the inhabitants 
themselves called the city Escomboli. The Turks allow a few foreigners to have 
their warehouses in Stamboul, but will not permit them to reside there. AU the 
embassies and legations are in Pera, that is, across the water (Wpar = on the other 
side) ; or at Galata, which is a part of what was originally called Pera. 

■ Dr. Paspati, the learned archaeologist of Constantinople, has worked out 
very successfully the topography of Constantinople during the twelfth century. I 
may say that I am greatly indebted to his labours for a good many hints on this 
part of my subject. 

« Several still exist in Constantinople ; one in particular, well worth visiting, 
is inhabited by Persian merchants. 

• There are two versions of the derivation of the name Galata. Dr. Paspati 
derives it from 7<tAo, milk, and would thus make it the town of the milk-sellers, 
like some other towns of a similar name. I am myself inclined to believe that it 
is rather the Italian calU or galU^ which in Genoa is a slope, and in Venice an 
enclosed place. 
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the Mahometans on thctr eastern finDotier. by wh«:m the taking 
of interest was strictly forbidden. Sowed into the Empire- 
Luxury was permitted. Few attempts were made to nx the 
prices of the merchandise sold. Duties on good^ imp«?rted 
and exported were light in comparison with wheit they have 
been in other countries. Even as early as the time of Theo- 
philus it had been formally declared th^t^^ commerce was a 
benefit to the pubUc, any interfenenc^^tmh it was an offence 
against the public as well as a^nst the person injured. 

The great commerce which entered the capital brou^rht Ccmmem 
with it much of the liberality which is due to the intercourse Lt«ra:.:r o€ 
with foreign nations. Arab traders were allowed to live f*^^-"^ 
within the city, and foreigners from the West were scandalised 
to see that the Saracens were permitted to build a new 
mosque and to practise in a Christian cit\- the rites of Maho- 
metanism. * It would have been even rii;ht to have razed the 
city to the ground/ says a chronicler of the Latin Conquest, 
• for, if we believe report, it was p^j! luted by new mosques, 
which its perfidious Emperor allowed to be built that he might 
strengthen the league with the Turks/* 

Manuel wished to remove an anathema from the Catechism 
against the Mahometan conception of God.' Italian mer- 
chants, Armenians, Chaldeans, and others not in union with 
the Orthodox Church were yet allowed the exercise of their 
religion. Not only had the Italian colonists their own 
churches, but the chief of their communities had official scats 
allotted to them in the Great Church. Even the Jews, who have 
always in the Ea*»t been the object of the aversion of the ortho- 
dox Christians, were on the whole fairly well treated. When 
we remember that we arc dealing with the i>eriod of the mas- 
sacre of JcM's in York, Lincoln, and elsewhere in En^'land, it 
IS satisfactory to find that Benjamin of Tudela finds, among 
the greatest hardships his countrymen had to bear, that they 
were not allowed to ride on horseback, and that they were 
defiled, according to their law, because the tanners who li\ed 
near their quarters were permitted to pour out their |)ollutcd 

» Geoffrey of Vinuuf, CMrvm, fi/ tVnW*/, p. 
« Nicetxs ilAtiff. book VII. 

N 3 
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water in the streets. This writer has to admit that the Jews 
were comfortably off, that many were manufacturers, many 
merchants, and several extremely rich. 

In addition to the riches which had flowed into the capital 
from the fact that it was the seat of government and the 
greatest emporium of trade, Constantinople had in the twelfth 
City was century amassed wealth because during many centuries it had 
hSsedf been the treasure-house of the Lower Empire. Men who had 
the East, gathered wealth elsewhere flocked to Constantinople to spend, 
to invest, or to hoard it. Amid an insecurity which had been 
increasing since the Turkish invasion of Asia Minor, those who 
had movable property flocked to the one city which they 
believed to be invulnerable. During many centuries the New 
Rome had been pre-eminently the city of Christendom in 
which wealth had been largely and steadily accumulating. 
The riches of Asia Minor, which had contained many cities and 
states whose wealth had become proverbial, had been continu- 
ally draining away towards Constantinople. The Spanish Jew, 
Benjamin of Tudela, already cited, who visited Constantinople 
in I i6i, found it resorted to by merchants who came by land 
and sea from Babylon and Mesopotamia, from Egypt and 
Palestine, from Russia, Hungary, Lombardy, and Spain. No 
city, except Bagdad, the metropolis of the Mahometans, as he 
calls it, equalled itfor business and bustle. The tribute brought to 
it every year in silks, gold, and purple cloth filled many towers. 
Its wealth and buildings were equalled in no other city of the 
world. The inhabitants were especially rich in silks, gold, and 
precious stones. They dressed in garments ornamented with 
gold, rode upon horses, and looked like princes. Benjamin 
seems to have been specially struck with the display of 
gold. The new palace of Blachern, built by the reigning 
Emperor, Manuel Comnenos, had its walls and columns 
covered with pure gold. The throne in this palace was of 
gold and ornamented with precious stones. A crown of gold 
was suspended over it, set with stones of inestimable value 
and unusual lustre. All other places of worship in the world 
did not equal in riches, says Benjamin, the church of the 
Divine Wisdom. It was ornamented with pillars of gold and 
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silver and with innumerable lamps of the same materials, 
and its riches were countless. Between the time of Benjamin 
and 1204 this wealth had but slightly diminished. The im- 
perial territory through which he travelled was rich, and pro- 
duced all manner of delicacies and abundance of bread, meat, 
and wine. The inhabitants lived comfortably, every man 
under his own vine and fig-tree. The neighbouring country, 
always fertile, and which four centuries of Ottoman misrule 
have not succeeded in altogether impoverishing, was able to 
furnish annually a large tribute to the capital. 

The wealth of the capital was absolutely and exception- Wealth in 
ally great. But in relation to the cities of the West it was ^{h'*^' 
enormous. The Crusaders, under the Marquis of Montferrat ^f^^ 
and Count Baldwin of Flanders, when they gained their first 
view of Constantinople, gazing at its walls and towers from 
the same hills whence, in 1878, the Russian troops wondered 
why they were not marched into the city, were struck with 
an amazement which Villehardouin can hardly find words 
sufficiently strong to express. The wealth, size, strength, and 
magnitude of the capital profoundly impressed them. There 
was not a man, says Villehardouin, who did not tremble at 
the thought that so strong and rich a city was about to be 
attacked. When ultimately they entered their first impres- 
sions were more than realised. The palaces were richer and 
the churches larger than any they had previously seen. The 
city was well encU)sed with high walls and lofty towers. 
Each stone tower, no matter how lofty, had its height in- 
creased by two or three stories of wood. Never, in the 
opinion of this Western Crusader, was a city so well fortified, 
lie gives us a more definite idea of the wealth of the city by 
a remarkable comparison. Speaking of a fire which broke 
out while his ccmipanions were besieging the city, he says 
that, though it was the third fire which had occurred in the 
city since the Franks had come into the country, more houses 
were destroyed by it than there were in the three largt st 
cities belonging to the kingdom of France. The treasure in 
the imperial palace of Hucolcnn was enormous, * sans fin ni 
mesure.' The palace of Blachcrn was found equally well 
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supplied. 'There was gold and silver for all, vessels of 
precious metal, satins and silk cloth, furs of various kinds, 
and every sort of goods which have ever been found on 
earth/ 

Constantinople at the end of the twelfth century im- 
pressed the Western traveller with its wealth and magnificence 
much more than any city in Europe would now be likely to 
impress any inhabitant of any of the Western countries who 
was tolerably familiar with the towns of his own province. 
The picturesqueness and stateliness of Constantinople is that 
which strikes every modern traveller when he gains his first 
view of the ancient city. Imperial dignity, magnificence, 
opulence, and prosperity were the characteristics which im- 
pressed themselves most deeply on the traveller at the end of 
The princi- the twelfth ccntury. The Crusader who arrived by sea caught 
S^s^n^Oie sight first of a group of domes and towers belonging to the 
^^y- churches and great public buildings, most prominent of which 
were Hagia Sophia, the Great Church, dedicated to the Divine 
Wisdom, the churches of the Divine Peace, Hagia Irene, and 
of the Holy Resurrection.' The domes were resplendent 
with gold, and the buildings, from the natural formation of 
the land, rose in tiers behind each other, intermingled with 
cypresses and brighter trees in a manner which even now 
makes the view of Constantinople from the sea one of the 

* Constantine had been the founder of these churches. Probably at the time 
when he named them he was still hesitating whether he should declare for Chris- 
tianity or not, and hence he gave them names which would be suitable in either 
event. The temple of Wisdom and the temple of Peace would have been repro- 
ductions of temples in Rome. At a later date popular belief assumed that these 
churches were dedicated to saints. In the Middle Ages the official name of Hagia 
Sophia was *the Great Church of the Divine Wisdom of the Incarnate Word.* 
These churches are perhaps the most striking illustrations of Constantine*s vacilla- 
tion, but they are not the only ones. His statue at Constantinople represented 
him as Apollo, but the emblems of the Crucifixion served as rays. Under its 
column, which still exists in Constantinople, and is known as the Burnt 
Column, were buried the ancient palladium of the Elder Rome and a piece of 
the true cross. Some of the coins of Constantine have on one side the monogram 
of Christ, and on the other Apollo, with the inscription *Sol invictus.* Hagia 
Sophia was rebuilt by Justinian. The present Hagia Irene was probably built in 
the ninth century. Both these churches remain. Hagia Anastasia, which might 
have become the temple of the pagan feast of the resurrection of nature, no longer 
exists. 
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most charming and impressive in the world. Churches, 
columns, palaces, castles, towers, statues, and masses of 
houses, rose before the spectator in picturesque confusion. 
When the traveller landed the narrow streets and overhanging 
houses did not produce the same disagreeable effect upon him 
that they do upon the modem visitor to Constantinople, be- 
cause he was unfamiliar with better streets, while the sig^s of 
abundant wealth, both public and private, filled him with 
amazement The whole Empire had been put under contri- 
bution for the adornment of the capital. The temples and 
public buildings of Greece, of Asia Minor, and of the islands 
of the Archipelago, had been ransacked to embellish what its 
inhabitants spoke of as the Queen City, and even Egypt had 
contributed an obelisk and many other monuments. 

The Great Church was at once the most prominent object Hajjia 
in the city and the most interesting and characteristic. Its ^^^^ 
noble dome still remains the wonder and the admiration of 
architects. Its internal arrangements and its symmetrical 
proportions have never been excelled. Not only was it the 
model for all subsequent Eastern church architecture and the 
noblest church then existing in the world, but it was the 
centre of the life of the capital. The history of what passed 
within its walls and in its courts is the history of Constanti- 
nople from the time of its construction to that when it was 
stripped of its glory and became the chief temple of a rival 
creed. 

The builders of the Great Church had plundered other 
famous edifices in order to decorate what was intended to 
outstrip the glory of Solomon s temple, and in order to com- 
plete what remained for nearly a thousand years the masttr- 
piecc of Christian architecture and the dominant mcKlel fur 
all churches in Eastern Europe. They had transported the 
ci^ht lar^e columns of ^reen granite from the temple of 
Diana at Ephcsus ; the eight porphyry coliuiuis. with !)eau- 
tiful white capitals and pedestals, had bvcn brou^;ht from the 
Roman temple of the Sun of Aurelian ; the twenty-four 
columns of granite which supiK)rt the j;alleries had come from 
Egypt. The church was full of costly objects which had 
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been sent from every part of the Empire, while the Byzantine 
architects had covered the ceiling with gold and mosaic 
pictures which, even in their present form, mutilated in 
accordance with the requirements of Moslem nakedness, give 
an idea of the rich and magnificent effect which they must have 
produced on the spectator six hundred years ago. The altar 
and the tabernacle were, even amid so much that was gor- 
geous, conspicuous by their splendour. The octagonal tower 
surmounting the tabernacle had over it a golden lily upon the 
imperial orb and cross. The screen secluding the Bema or 
chancel contained twelve silver columns. The patriarchal 
throne and those of the seven priests were covered with the 
same precious metal. Within the vestries were an immense 
number of chalices and vases and 42,000 robes embroidered 
with pearls and precious stones. Twenty-four Gospels, 
written on parchment with all the skill of the East, were 
preserved in massive gold cases. The chandeliers were of 
gold, and everything belonging to the interior of the church 
was on a similar scale of magnificence. Add to this that the 
ceremonial had been arranged with a view to splendour, that 
barbarous envoys had been so stricken by the magnificence 
of this ceremonial and by the sense of awe and majesty which 
it produced that they reported what they saw to be super- 
natural, and we may realise the effect which the service in 
Hagia Sof)hia produced upon visitors from the West^ The 
walls of the building were veneered with beautiful slabs of 
marble, arranged so as to produce a general effect of richness 
and a harmony of tone, while the whole of the interior gave 
an impression of unity and beauty such as even no Gothic 
cathedral produces, and which makes a modern authority in 

» See Stanley's Eastern Churchy p. 299. The author remarks that the Byzan- 
tine historian of the visit of the Russian envoys to S. Sophia gives the reply of 
the guides, * What ! do you not know that angels come down from heaven to 
mingle in our services ? ' without any observation, and that the effect was a striking 
one produced on a barbarous people by the union of religious awe and outward mag- 
nificence. He observes also that a like confusion supports the supposed miracle 
of the Holy Fire at Jerusalem. As to the latter, whatever may have been its 
origin, it is now purely and simply a fraud, and that the Greek Church should still 
retain a service in which God is thanked for sending the fire is the worst picco of 
evidence I know of .igainst that Church. 
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architecture doubt whether any Christian church exists of 
any age whose interior is even now so beautiful as this mar- 
vellous creation of Byzantine art.* Seen by Sir John Maun- 
deville in 1322, and when it had been considerably injured, it 
impressed him as *the fairest and noblest church in the 
world; » 

But while the Great Church of the Divine Wisdom was 
the crown of so much that was beautiful and magnificent, 
there were other buildings which claimed the attention of 
travellers. It was surrounded with edifices which were cha- 
racterised with Byzantine splendour. Near at hand to the Other 
north-east was the imperial palace, a mass of buildings be- 
tween St Sophia and the Marmora, and occupying a site 
which, from its choice by Constantine down to the present 
day, has been renowned at once for wonderful beauty and for 
the many and great events with which its history is crowded. 
The Imperial Square — the ancient Forum, or Augusteon — 
adjoined the Great Church and the palace, and was sur- 
rounded by a double colonnade. Opposite the church, and 
upon a pedestal of bronze resting on seven arches, rose an 
equestrian bronze statue of the Emperor Justinian, of colossal 
size ; his right hand extended threateningly to the East, 
while in his left he held an orb as symbol of universal 
dominion. Near at hand, to the south, was the imperial hip- The hippo- 
podrome, the structural portion of which has almost entirely ^* 
disappeared, but of which there are still sufficient remains to 
enable us to see that it was nine hundred feet long and half 
that width. Its rows of seats in white marble, and probably 
after the beautiful model of those found in the theatre of 
Bacchus at Athens, have long since disapjxrared. The 
materials of which the portion set apart for the sj)ectators 
was formed have been taken away to be used in the con- 
struction of neighbouring mosques and buildings. In 1 201, 

' Fcrpjsx>n*s //I'fofy ly Ar<htt(ttHr<^ vol, ii. p. 321. Sec aUo in (hr \itt< 
t<€tttk CfHtury l)cccm}H:r, IS^S4, an aiUclc liy ihc same aiillior on 'The Tro- 
prr*ol New ( athctlr.il f»<r Livcr|><»'»l,' in i*hiih he j>. oil : * >. Snjthu . . . 

which \s ihc \x\i^\ licautifully pro|H.rtii)nc<l interior c»f .in) chtir. \\ yet crtcrol f<»r 
Christian puriNf^^s an) h here. * 

' Karly f \yjr.i. t} it$ /Wfjfi't^, p. I JO. 
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however, the hippodrome was probably but little changed 
from what it had been for several centuries. Commenced by 
Severus, successive emperors had added to it and adorned it. 
There were then in it the famous bronze horses which now 
adorn the church of St. Mark in Venice, an obelisk of 
Egyptian syenite still standing in the centre, and which we 
learn from an inscription upon the base had been set up again 
by the Emperor Theodosius after it had lain a considerable 
time on the ground. Near to this obelisk stood a pyramid, 
which marked the goal of the chariot races. Probably on the 
other side of the obelisk stood the famous column of the Three 
Serpents,* a monument which had been an ancient relic when 
it was brought to Constantinople. It dated back to the time 
of the Persian invasion of Greece, and had served at Delphi 
to support the golden tripod which the Greeks found in the 
enemy's camp after the battle of Plataea, and which they had 
dedicated to Apollo. Seen in position at Delphi by Hero- 
dotus and Thucydides, it had been placed in the hippodrome 
by Constantine, and was probably looked on by the Byzan- 
tine spectators with similar awe to that with which the Turks 
have always regarded it — an awe which has probably been the 
main cause of its preservation. 
The Near the hippodrome to the west was the noble column 

ConsSi-^ of porphyry, which still stands as the Burnt Column, but which 
in 1 200 had been recently restored, according to the still 
legible inscription, by the most pious Emperor, Manuel Com- 
nenos. In other parts of the city were other columns, while 
statues, some of which were of the best period of Greek art, 
were probably more numerous than in any city now existing. 
Beyond the hippodrome, the traveller would have met on 
every hand solid constructions, which bore witness to the 
wealth of the city. The north-eastern corner, now known as 
Seraglio Point, was one mass of churches, baths, and palaces. 
Behind it, and near the church of the Divine Wisdom, rose, 
besides the buildings already mentioned, the great palace of 

* The column still exists, but the heads have disappeared. Various untrust- 
worthy reports are given as to their disappearance. One of them remained in 
situ until 1 62 1. A portion of one has recently been recovered, and is in the 
Imperial Museum at Stamboul. 
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the Senate, and some of the most famous of what are now 
called Turkish baths. On the further slope, towards the Mar- 
mora, were the beautiful church built by Justinian, and called 
now Little Hagia Sophia, the palace of the Patriarch, called 
the Tricline, on account of the three flights of stairs by which 
it was approached, and other buildings. To the west of these 
buildings were the law courts, the palaces of the nobility, with 
other columns and statues. The remains of the baths and of 
some of these palaces still bear witness to the solidity of 
their construction, and the stateliness, and especially to what 
I may call the modemness, of their design. 

The shore of the Golden Horn from Seraglio Point, 
throughout half its distance, was occupied by foreign and 
native merchants, whose vast stores were crowded with mer- 
chandise. The other half, up to the point where the wall The 
turned southwards to form the landward defence of the city, 
was occupied by monasteries and by churches, which appear 
to have been enclosed by a wall, while the enclosure was 
known as the Petrion. 

There was yet another species of wealth than those fur- Wealth in 
nished by commerce and the other sources I have named, 
which cannot be passed over. Constantinople was conspi- 
cuous in the eyes of the Crusaders more for its treasure in 
relics than in works of art. The men of the West were too 
ignorant to understand the work of Phidias or of Lysippus. 
But they were connoisseurs in relics. During many years the 
churches of the West had been striving with each other to 
obtain possession of these Christian mementoes. When at 
rare intervals a traveller had returned from the East who had 
obtained possession of such an object, he was rc[;ardcd as a 
benefactor of the Church. The relic was received by the 
community to which it was destined with solemn procession 
and religious services. In many instances the possession of a 
relic made the fortune of the church or monastcr>' where it 
was contained. The search after relics became almost a 
craze, like that after new varieties of tulips or old china. 
Constantinople was the greatest storehouse - |>erhaps I may 
say manufactory — of such relics. Its population was the 
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richest among Christian states, and its wealthy citizens were 
proud of such possessions as evidences of their wealth, and 
were glad to purchase the favour of the Church by bequeath- 
ing them. But Constantinople had never possessed so many 
relics as at the time of the fourth crusade, and these stores of 
wealth were always to be seen by those who wished.' The 
unceasing turmoil in which Asia Minor and Syria had been 
kept by the Saracens and Turks had made the Christian 
populations ready to transfer their wealth to the strongest 
city in the world, but especially to take sacred relics out of 
reach of the infidel. In the East as in the West, the 
churches, or the buildings adjoining them, were often used as 
storehouses for the deposit of articles of value. They were 
strongly built and safer than ordinary houses from fire and 
thieves. The Church had from early times preserved these 
deposits with extraordinary legislation, of which we have still 
traces in our law of sacrilege, and it has been suggested that 
the number of relics was exaggerated by Latin travellers who 
visited Constantinople in consequence of the great store of 
wealth which they saw in the churches. But, however this 
may be, it can hardly be doubted that not even in Rome 
itself has there ever been amassed so great a number of 
articles of veneration as existed in Constantinople at the open- 
ing of the thirteenth century. The treasure of sacred relics in 
the city was immense, says one writer.* There were as many 
relics in the city, says Villehardouin, as in all the rest of the 
world put together.^ We may despise the veneration of 
relics because we doubt the authenticity of the objects. But 
we are dealing with the Ages of Faith, and the Crusaders fully 
believed both in their genuineness and usefulness. * For my 
part,' says La Brocquiere,* ' I believe that God has spared the 
city more for the holy relics it contains than for anything else.' 

* Ingulphus, History of Croyland, 

' * Lcctioncs S. Petri Insulensis,' Exuvitz Sacra^ vol. ii. p. 9. 

• Villehardouin, p. 192. Many similar statements might be quoted, e.g. 
Matthew Amalphitanus, Exuvia Sacra ^ 171 : * Eral enim Conslantinopolilana 
civitas plurimorum sanctorum consccrata rcliquiis et munita corporilms, quorum 
pnesidio primatum gloriae meruit inter omnia regno.'— * Histoire de la saincte 
larme,' Exuvia Sacra ^ vol. i. p. 189. 

« Bohn*s Translation, p. 341. 
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The city which guarded so much wealth and such valuable The city 
treasures was encircled with strong walls and towers, which 
gave it a strength such as no other city in the world possessed. 
On the side bordered by the Sea of Marmora and that by the 
Golden Horn, access to the walls could only be made by an 
enemy who had command of the sea. On the landward side 
there were two walls with strong towers at short intervals, 
and along more than three-fourths of the length a third wall 
and a ditch. These walls terminated at the Marmora end in 
a fortress, now occupied by the famous Seven Towers, and at 
the Golden Horn end by another near the imperial palace of 
Blachem. The walls were lofty, the inner one sixty feet high, 
and the ditch between them thirty-five feet broad and twenty- 
five feet deep. Even in their present condition they give a 
good idea of the resistance which could be offered by their 
defenders at a time when cannon were unknown, and con- 
stitute perhaps the most superb mass of ruins in Europe. 

To enable the city to stand a siege there were underground Cisicms. 
and other cisterns for the storage of water which are still 
magnificent in their ruin, and one at least of which has not to 
this day been explored. Some of these were supplied through 
subterranean pipes whirh invaders were unable to discover. 
'These cisterns,* says Manuel Chrysoleras with pardonable 
exaggeration, 'resemble lakes or even seas.* Those which 
%vere uncovered were surrounded with large trees.' At 
ordinary times the city was supplied by the ancient aqueducts 
which had been restored by the Emperors Valens and Justinian 
and the first of which still gives the main supply of water to 
Stamboul. 

Most of the palaces and public buildings in Constantinople 
were of white stone, but ever>'where then, as now, there was a 
general use of marble, such as might have been expected in 
the chief city situated on the Marmora. 

There was, no doubt, another side to this picture. While nH.nii.t% 
the nobles and the merchant princes of the capital occupied ^hII'^, 
marble palaces, the workmen and the poorer classes were 

• Klcvtn lar^c cisU rii^ arc cnumcr.itctl \fy ( oii'.t.intin^ ; the l^•^t Ln^un now 
i* thai callctl llic Tb<>u*an«l aiul One I olunuu. 
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crowded into the narrowest streets, and were left, as a writer 
of the time of Manuel remarks, to stench and darknessJ The 
houses of an inferior class were built of wood, as indeed they 
have always been in the same city on account of the absence 
in the neighbourhood of Constantinople of any other cheap 
building material. Palaces crowded the hovels together as 
they did in all the cities of Western Europe for centuries after 
that with which I am concerned. It was indeed the very 
wealth of Constantinople, as compared with that of Paris or 
any Western city, which made the distinction between the 
luxury and poverty more visible than that with which Western 
writers were familiar. What they saw in the capital of the 
East, their descendants were destined to see in Venice, 
Marseilles, Paris, and London. 
Constanti- Life among the wealthier classes of Constantinople and 
dty of its neighbourhood must have been on the whole very pleasant 
pleasure There were villas on the neighbouring shores of the Bosphorus, 
on the Marmora towards San Stefano, and on the shore 
beyond Chalcedon, where one might escape from the great 
heat of summer and spend half the year in a country life, 
while the well-built palaces of the city were warm and com- 
fortable in winter. The inhabitants appreciated these privi- 
leges and were proud of the Queen of Cities. The Byzantine 
noble when compelled to leave it longed to be back again. 
He loved the sacred city and the Marmora, where the zephyrs 
blew so softly, where the fountains were so pleasant, the baths 
so delicious, where the dolphins and other varieties of fish 
disported themselves on the surface of the waters, and where 
the nightingales and other singing birds made delightful 
music for those who flocked from all parts of the world to hear 
it* Constantinople was a city of business, but it was likewise 
a city of pleasure. Everything that wealth could buy could 
be secured within its walls. As in our own days men who 
have acquired money in remote regions flock to Paris or 
London to take part in the luxurious life of these capitals, so 
the Cyprian, the islander, the trader from many a remote 
province or country, went to Constantinople as the place where 

* Odon de Deuil. » Nicetas, Aitxis Comntnos^ iii i. 
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he could make the best investment of his money in pleasure. 
But the inhabitant of what the Western writers then called 
Romania had a greater inducement to go to Constantinople 
than the inhabitant of Manchester or Marseilles to go to 
London and Paris. Property is in modem times as safe in 
these provincial cities as in the capitals of the countries in 
which they are situated, but property at Smyrna or elsewhere 
in Asia Minor was liable to attacks from the Turks ; property 
in Mitylcne or others of the islands of the iCgean and along 
the seaboard of the Empire had to be continually protected 
from the pirates who were already infesting the neighbouring 
seas. No city was regarded as so secure as Constantinople, 
and amidst this security the wealthy man could find rarer 
silks, finer linen, and purer dyed purple, richer furs, dishes of 
greater delicacy, and wines of more rare and costly vintage 
than in the provinces. Precious stones and jewellery of every 
kind, including those ropes of pearls which are yet to be seen 
in daily wear at Damascus and other remote cities of Turkey, 
and to the display of which the inhabitants of Eastern Europe, 
like those of Asia, have always attached great importance, 
might be more safely worn, could be shown to more people, 
and would be more highly appreciated than in the provincial 
towns. The Crusaders regarded the luxurious dresses of the 
Byzantines as marks of effeminacy, just as a Turcoman horde 
clothed in sheepskin marching upon Paris would be sure to 
regard the luxury of the capital as a sign that the manliness 
had departed from the nation. The Hyzantines looked on the 
rough and ill-dressed Crusaders as rude and uncouth barba- 
rians, unskilled in science, ignorant of art and literature, and 
entire strangers to the luxuries of civilisation. The Crusaders 
arc never weary of calling attention to the luxury' and the 
wealth of the inhabitants of Constantinople, and Nicctas him- 
self, the chief Ryzantine historian of this i>crio<l, tells several 
stories against his own countr>'mcn of the fault found by the 
Crusaders with the cflTcminate character of this luxury. Wc 
may be sure, however, that the Byzantine point of view was 
far different. All the pleasures of nature and of art were his. 
The climate was safe from the great heat of Smyrna or the 
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cold of even a few miles further north on the Black, that is, 
the rough, bleak Sea. The Golden Horn, the Marmora, and 
the Bosphorus were bright during six or seven months of the 
year with gaily-decked and graceful caiques, probably not 
much unlike their present representatives, except that they 
were higher in the stem and stern, and thus more graceful in 
form. Carefully trained oarsmen from the Greek islands or 
from the neighbouring shores were to be had at a cheap rate, 
and each noble family had its own crews with gay distinctive 
badges. The ruins now existing in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople show how largely the nobles led a villa life on 
the borders of the sea. No city in the world is so largely 
gifted by nature with the requirements for a happy life. The 
bright sky, the blue, tideless waters of the Marmora, the vine- 
producing shores, the forests which even yet have not been so 
far destroyed as to drive away the nightingale, the flights of 
quail which pass the city twice every year and still fall 
occasionally in the streets of Constantinople, the never-failing 
supply of fish and other food, the presence of birds of beautiful 
plumage and song, all contributed to the joyous life of this 
city of pleasure. 

Leaving out of consideration for the present the childish 
and effeminate exhibitions of pomp which were direct imita- 
tions of the barbaric magnificence of Eastern courts, we may 
yet recognise that the pageants of the imperial court must 
often have been extremely beautiful. In Church and State 
alike ceremonial had been carefully studied. Let us suppose 
that the Emperor, having passed out of the Golden Gate, which 
was near the southern end of the wall running nearly north 
and south, and forming the base of the triangle within which 
Constantinople is enclosed, and having inspected his troops 
along the range of this landward wall, finds himself at the 
Golden Horn termination of the wall on the height above 
what is now known as Eyoub — on the spot, that is, where 
tradition asserted that Eyoub, the companion in arms of 
Mahomet, was killed during the Arab siege of Constantinople 
in 668. The view before him is the finest to be had from 
land of the city. Cape behind cape and dome behind dome 
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ansc in picturesque beauty until they terminate in what is 
now known as Seraglio Point. Beneath him were the palace 
and towers, and beneath them again the prisons of the 
Blachem. Above him float the imperial banners, with the 
crescent, the ancient emblem of Constantinople, on some, the 
imperial eagle or the white lion on others. As he prepares to 
go down to the Golden Horn, the troops are drawn up to do 
him honour. There are Dalmatians under their national flags, 
clothed in the brilliantly embroidered dress which even yet is 
the most picturesque in Europe, and armed with swords and 
lances. There is a company of the Scholarii, or guards of the 
palace, comp>oscd of nobles, some of whom were clothed in 
rose-coloured tunics, and another of the body guard, chosen 
from the Scholarii on account of their .stature and strength, 
and known as Candidati, from their light and beautifully 
embroidered garments, and yet another of the Macedonians 
of the great heteria, with swords, silver belts, gilded shields, 
and doubled-edgcd axes likewise gilded. Near the Emperor 
i*^ a company of his foreign guards, composed of Scythians," 
Englishmen, and others of a kindred race, whose light hair 
and beards mark them as of Northern origin, and belonging 
to the famous VVarings or Varangians. They are armed with 
hu^je double battle-axes or bills, and, under their own acolyth, 
cluster about the Emperor, who puts more trust in their sturdy 
arms and northern fidelity than in cither the noble Scholarii 
^>r the gaudy troops of Macedonians. 

The oarsmen of the imperial trireme stand at the water s 
cdf^c, bearing the imperial gonfalons emblazoned with gold, 
while the imi>erial standard, similarly embroidered, is carried 
before him. The trireme bears, as its figure-head, the imperial 
eagle with outspread wings, of shape not unlike what has 
come down to us from imperial times in many of our own 
cathctlrals. The oarsmen in the imperial liver)* arc well 
matched, and, .is soon as the Em|>eror has taken his seat 
beneath the caimpy, pull at once with a bold stroke out into 

• Thr ti-riii ^^ ytliian-. U um«| very ^.i^jurly, Inil pfuluM) umi illy in-lnM'ol the 
triU-%, not Tirlar*, of i'ciitral Am.i, afc now rcpri vnUtl \>y ihc v» calkil 
Tele Tuicmiii UIv. 
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the midst of the Golden Horn, each man taking care not to 
lift his eyes to the imperial face.* The trireme is spread with 
rich carpets. The nobles are richly clad in silk. The 
attendant caiques are hardly less graceful or brilliantly 
ornamented than that of the Emperor. Their occupants vie 
with each other in the display of silks, richly embroidered in 
pearls and in jewelr}^ As they glide along the Golden Horn 
strains of music are heard, and the procession passes along, 
interrupted occasionally by the shouts of pleasure-seekers in 
other caiques, or of Venetian or Genoese passing across to 
Pera or Galata. 

Learnins Nor amid such luxury was science, art, and literature for- 
ne<jicctej. gotten. Constantinople had long been the asylum of scholars 
and of artists. From the time when Constantine had issued 
his edict for the transport to the city which he had chosen as 
the New Rome of the chief works of art which had em- 
bellished the cities of Greece and Asia Minor, columns, statues, 
and busts had continued to be sent to the capital, until 
travellers who visited the city in the twelfth or thirteenth 
centuries were amazed at the number of works of art which 
they saw around them. As the seat of the most important 
Patriarchate of the eastern division of the Empire, the great 
Christian writers flocked to the capital, and every monastery 
had its collection of manuscripts. At various times in the 
history of the New Rome the Hellenic spirit of philosophy 
seemed on the point of masterii^ that of Christianity ; and the 
treasures of ancient Greek literature, intelligible to the people 
in a language which had been comparatively but little changed, 
were reproduced and stored up, to become the seed for a new 
harvest of learning. If the sensual and sensuous pleasures 
which Constantinople offered in greater profusion than any 
other European city were not enough for the better minds of 
the time, they could find satisfaction in having access to more 
literature of a better quality than any other city could afford. 

• The same custom has l>ccn handed down to modctn times^ Indeed, there 
can \tc little doubt lhat the famous procession of the Sultan to mosque by water 
is a pretty close reproduction of the imperial journey. The Sultan's caique for 
stale ceremonies still has the Roman eagle with outstretched wings at its Ijow. 
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The subtle Greek intellect was too often inclined to waste its 
strength on the useless distinctions of a hair-splitting philo- 
sophy or theology which has become to us intolerable and 
almost incomprehensible; but even while accepting the waste 
of intellectual strength and the valuelessness of the subjects 
usually discussed, one is compelled to admit that the fact that 
a considerable proportion of the population took an interest in 
these subtleties implies an amount of education and of literary 
development to which the men of the West were almost alto- 
gether strangers. The interest, too, which the great mass of 
the population took in the discussion of religious questions 
shows an intelligence which, entertained by men possessed of 
the acuteness of Greek thinkers, must in all likelihood have 
led to a great religious movement for reform of doctrine that 
would have amounted to an Eastern reformation, which would 
probably have profoundly modified Western Christianity, had 
circumstances allowed it to be developed. 

In former times religious questions had occasioned infinite Absmco of 

,. ..^ ..Ti tr t t intrrr*-! ill 

discussion in Constantmople. In the twelfth century the intHi..tu.«i 
)K>pular interest in such discussions had altogether ceased. 
The period in question had not, in the Kast at least, given rise 
to any special religious or intellectual movement. The disputes 
which had raged in the early Church, and which had been 
continued by the Hlucs and Greens, by many a heretical sect, 
and by those who t<x>k part in the Iconoclast controversy, had 
died out, and were represented either by what to most men 
had already become incomprehensible articles of faith, or by 
persecuted sects banished into the mountains of the peninsula 
or the recesses of Asia Minor, where, like the Taulicians, they 
were destined to lin[;er on for centuries longer. Duriiij; the 
eight long centuries between Constant ine and the thirteenth 
century there had been burning controvcr>it s, in which the 
city had displayed an intellectual life and acti\ity. a popular 
interest in abstract questions as keen aiul as as that 

shown by the inhabitants of l.oiulon dui ii)^ the time (►f C li.ii !i 
the First, and not less eltK|uently than justly p4»intitl to by 
Milton as a prtH>f of a (juiek and b'»ltl ^piiit ainon;^ in^ 
ciiunlrymen. Reli^it»us belief wa?* umleiNitHHl to have \k'ji\ 
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settled for all time. The centuries which were to bring in- 
quiry and doubt had not yet dawned. The Church was part 
of the established order of things. Religion was one of the 
institutions over which the Emperor presided almost as abso- 
lutely as over law. No inquiry into the subject wais necessary. 
It had been decreed by the Emperor as had law, and had 
even a higher, and if possible a more indisputable, authority 
and sanction. As all that subjects had to do with laws was 
to obey them, so also all that they had to do with religion 
was to avail themselves of the advantages which it offered. 
Baptism into the Church, which was the spouse of Christ, re- 
generated the body ; the administration of the sacraments 
kept it pure ; and no one doubted that when man's earthly 
course was run, the purified body, having thus been made 
capable of resurrection, would rise again. The plan of salva- 
tion was simple of apprehension, was universally accepted 
was easy to follow. Religion thus sat very lightly upon the 
inhabitants of the Empire, gave them no anxiety, and, I am 
disposed to believe, did not very much influence their conduct. 
There was no enthusiasm, there were no burning questions, 
no zeal, and very little piety. If a comparison were to be 
instituted between the religious condition of the Empire and 
anything existing in modern times, I should again refer to 
Russia. The way in which the Orthodox Church is accepted 
by the great mass of the peasants, the wonderful manner in 
which its practices are interwoven with the habits of the 
people, and form part of the military, naval, and civil disci- 
pline of the Empire, are all reproductions of the condition of 
things which the elder branch of the same Church had pre- 
sented in the twelfth century in the New Rome, except that 
the Slavonic spirit is, and ever has been, of a more serious 
tone than that which has prevailed among those cither of 
Greek descent or who have come under the influence of Greek 
literature. The Greek spirit of Arianism, which was defeated 
at Nica:a, ultimately conquered throughout Eastern Christen- 
dom, and substituted the Hellenic for the Hebraic aspect of 
Christianity. 

The explanation of much of the difference in regard to 
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the position of religion in modern times and in the West, and MingUng 
that which existed in the twelfth century, is to be found in temporal 
the results which arose from the facts, first, that the teaching spWtuai. 
of the Orthodox Church was unquestioned, and, second, that 
the Emperor was head alike of Church and State. The first 
weakened the intellectual side of the Church; the second welded 
religious observances into the national life. Nominally we 
have and have had in England the theory of a head of the 
State in things spiritual as well as in things temporal. 
Actually the sovereign has never been generally regarded as 
possessing such predominance as is accorded to the Czar or 
was accorded to the Emperors in Constantinople. As I have 
already pointed out, the Emperor, when he ceased to be 
officially recognised as divine, had acquired a position over 
the Christian Church which gave him very nearly divine 
attributes. If it be said that such a regard was incompatible 
with his being in theory an elected sovereign, I may point to 
the fact that the Pope's position certainly loses nothing by the 
fact that he too is elected. The ruler of the East was Emperor 
and Pope in one. That the head of the State was at once the 
head of the Church explains also what in the West would be 
regarded as the strange mixture of things temporal and 
spiritual in Constantinople. The churches were the great 
treasure-houses and the great depositaries of merchandise. 
The markets were usually about their doors. Hagia Sophia, 
in the capital, was not merely the greatest church in Christen- 
dom, but was the centre of the life of the city. I do not forget 
how great a part our own parish churches and cathedrals 
played during the middle ages in the social and municipal 
life of the people. But in the New Rome Hagia Sophia was 
at once the minster and the town hall— the patriarchal church 
and the chamber for the election of the Emperor, the meeting 
place for councils of the Church and for the inhabitants who 
wished to depose an unpopular Emperor. Amid the marvels 
of its luxury, its spacious narthcx and yet outer courts and 
outbuildings were applied to the purposes of commerce and 
the ordinary requirements of a great city. The priests, who. 
it must be remembered, arc always marricil, ;%nd the churches 
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were both largely employed in the secular life of the city. 
Contracts were registered by the priests. The sanctions of 
the Church were employed to enforce fair dealing, and an 
amount of honesty was thus secured in trade which, for the 
period, was remarkable. 
Monas- For those who sought a more severe religious practice the 

monasteries were open and existed in great numbers. In the 
capital the district of the Petrion contained several, while 
outside the walls and on the neighbouring hills were others, 
the ruins of which show that at one time the number of 
monks must have been very great In the Eastern Church, 
however, monasticism has never assumed the strict and 
gloomy forms which the great Western orders of monks have 
given to it. 

Wealth such as I have attempted to describe, luxuries 
which were almost unknown unless by name in Western 
Europe, a city -which was the storehouse of art and of learn- 
ing, all imply an amount of civilisation which, when com- 
pared with that which prevailed during the time of Richard 
the First and John in England, may justly be called high. 
Sense of Nor must it be forgotten that that which constituted the 

the^anpiiai. ^no^ essential element in the civilisation of the capital and 
its neighbourhood was its security. We read in Benjamin of 
Tudela, and in other Western as well as in Greek writers, of 
the abundance of which he saw the signs as he passed 
through the Empire, of the confidence which, in spite of inva- 
sions on all the frontiers, the population had in the power of 
the government to protect it. At a time when feudalism had 
organised the great masses of the West into armed popula- 
tions, and looked upon commerce and the exercise of handi- 
craft with the contempt of ignorance, the inhabitants of the 
Empire were freely carrying on trade or tilling the ground. 
There were within the Empire no feudal towers, with serfs and 
retainers ready at any moment to engage in private warfare, 
but a country full of farms, prosperous and secure. The />ax 
Romaita had been well maintained within the Empire, and 
around the capital had hardly yet been di.sturbed. More 
fortunate than its elder rival, the New Rome had never seen 
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a hostile army within its walls. The shores of the Marmora 
were dotted with the pleasant villas of merchants and nobles, 
for the roads were good, and the capital to the last provided 
security for life and property. 

In the foregoing pages I have endeavoured to describe the 
wealth and luxury of the city as it existed in 1 200. The Cru- 
saders were amazed at the many forms in which this luxurious 
wealth was displayed. To the inhabitants of Constantinople 
this luxury was the outward form in which civilisation showed 
itself — was, in fact, the natural result and the proof of civilisa- 
tion. To the Crusader it was no more the sign of civilisation 
than was the display of a somewhat similar luxury to the 
English soldiers who in our own days entered Pekin. The 
countrymen of Richard the Lion-hearted, the contemporaries 
of the barons who secured our great charter, no less than the 
countrymen of Philip of France and Frederic Barbarossa, mar- 
velled at what they saw ; but they felt that all the luxury was 
associated with much that was mean, debasing, and effeminate. 
They saw wealth, and with it cowardice, luxurious habits of 
life, lying and treacher>', the glorification of the few at the 
expense of the many, and the absence of public spirit, with its 
corresponding results in the administration of government 

Side by side with the gorgeous pageantry of the court pr ^niiini y 
there was an amount of effeminacy which rightly impressed ^.j!,,^ 
the Crusaders with a low opinion of the state into which the ^'^'^ 
Empire had fallen. Native writers, as well as travellers from 
Western Europe, abound with stories showing to what a 
degree this effeminacy had been developed. It seemed to the 
men of the West, who counted courage as the highest virtue^ 
as the virtue which implied almost all others, that the manli- 
ness had gone out of the race in consequence of its wealth. 
At times, no doubt, they were led into the mistake of under- 
estimating the valour of their enemies, and of supi><>sing that 
because they were luxurious they were cowards ; as when 
the Germans, who, under Conrad, King of Swabia, with 
a more numerous force had attacked the Roman army in 
1 147. were defeated by the sujKrior strategy of the enemy 
they had despised. 
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The influ- What the Crusaders found fault with were the results of a 
Asia upon long period of decadence in social manners and life, the 
the'capkai. history of which it is not difficult to trace. The success of 
the New Rome in Asia had been the principal cause of its 
weakness, and largely contributed to its downfall. So long 
as the country had been able to keep its democratic organisa- 
tion of municipalities — so long, that is, as the Greek idea of 
local [government had continued, so long the Empire had been 
in little danger. After its conquests had been extended far 
eastward, its wealth caused the Emperors to be independent 
of the European provinces, and enabled them gradually to 
deprive the provincial towns and cities of their independence. 
The nobles of Constantinople governed the provinces of 
Syria and Asia Minor as sovereigns in everything but their 
subjection to the Emperor. The government in the capital 
fell gradually into the hands of men who had been used to 
these Asiatic modes of rule. The traditions which the Greek 
race had preserved of independent municipal rule were for- 
gotten. All government was centralised in the capital, until 
the people in the provinces began to forget that the interest 
of Constantinople was also theirs. There were, as we have 
seen, new influences at work, the tendency of which was to 
make the government Venetian in character, but of these the 
Crusaders knew nothing. Even in the capital itself the 
influences of Asia were altogether baneful. The rulers had 
but few occasions when it was necessary to consult the wishes 
of the citizens. Wealth poured into the imperial treasury in 
such abundance that an appeal to the popular will for new 
taxes was rarely necessary. The citizens lost their interest in 
politics worthy of the name, and confined themselves in 
taking part in the many dynastic changes with which the 
later history of the Empire abounds. Even from the founda- 
tion of the New Rome its imperial government had been 
possessed with the ideas of luxury which had already 
weakened the cider city on the banks of the Tiber. A new 
government had been imported into Byzantium, a govern- 
ment which was Caesarian and absolute in character, and 
which had even in Italy absorbed much of the effeminacy. 
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extravagance, and luxury of the East. The position, how- 
ever, of the city of Constantine rendered it more h'able than 
its predecessor had been to be affected by the influences averse 
to progress which have usually surrounded Asiatic princes. 
The gorgeousness of the Persian and Indian courts came to 
be reproduced on the Bosphorus, just as they were in the 
cities even of the Mahometan caliphates on the Tigris and 
the Euphrates. And as the New Rome claimed something 
like universal dominion, it seemed natural to her citizens that 
her splendour should eclipse theirs. Her conquests enabled 
her to succeed in doing so. 

Without attempting to trace how this result was brought 
about, and especially without attempting to trace the long 
scries of events by which the ideas of absolutism and 
centralisation gradually undermined the systems of local 
government which had been preserved in the villages and 
towns, it is necessary, in order to understand the position of 
the imperial government at the end of the twelfth century, to 
sec what were the results of the influence of Asia on the 
social life of the New Rome. 

The first and most noxious of these results was the briog- pmition oi 
ing into Europe of the Asiatic conception of the posKion of ^^'l^l^ 
woman. I have ventured to express my opinion already 
that the fatal curse of Mahomctanism is that the jwsition it 
assigns to woman renders progress beyond a certain point 
impossible. Family life in the European sense cannot exist 
Woman holds, and has everywhere held, under Moslem rule 
an inferior position, and the inevitable result ensues after a 
few generations that the whole race has become less moral, 
less manly, and less intelligent An observer ready to 
examine all .systems of religion with academical impartiality 
would find a diflRculty in pointing out any doctrine or practice 
taught or permitted by the religion of Islam which should 
prevent its followers from growing in civilisation, except it 
were in the position universally assigned in practice among 
Mahometans to woman. To regard her as existing only for 
the puriK)scs of pleasure or of propagation, and as necessarily 
degraded in thought, and therefore rtx|uiring to be matched 
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lest she should be unfaithful, is to degrade her, and implies 
keeping her in ignorance, and shutting her off from the 
education obtained by contact with the world. But to de- 
grade generations of mothers means also to degrade the 
race itself. 

The New Rome by her proximity to Asia had acquired 
far too much of this Asiatic conception of the position due to 
woman. During long centuries the notion of her degradation 
had been spreading downwards from the court and the 
capital, and this in spite of the position which Roman law 
had assigned her. Fortunately for the descendants of the 
inhabitants of the Lower Empire, they were saved by their 
religion from the lowest depth which the Asiatic creed had 
permitted or caused. Christianity had never permitted 
polygamy, and the spectacle of hundreds of women kept 
together in luxurious imprisonment in Constantinople was 
reserved for later times and Asiatic courts. 

But allowing for the absence of polygamy, the estimate 
of woman in the capital was altogether Asiatic in character. 
Nicetas, who as a monk regarded woman from a monkish point 
of view, finds fault with the wife of Alexis the Third, and 
incidentally gives an indication of the position of woman a 
few years before the time of the Latin Conquest. He says 
that he does not complain of her insensate luxury nor of her 
prodigal extravagance, but of her immodesty (which he 
explains to mean that she was shameless enough to wish to 
take a part in the government) ; that she gave her orders 
without waiting to see whether they were in accord with the 
wi.shes of the Emperor ; that when the latter received foreign 
ambassadors her throne was as high as his, and she took her 
scat covered with diamonds and precious stones. The nearest 
relations of the Emperor would carry her litter on their 
shoulders as if they were her slaves. The real cause of 
complaint against her is that she did not live in retirement at 
the palace, but that she allowed herself to be seen in public 
places and on public occasions, sometimes even unaccom- 
panied by her husband. 

A life very like harem life had been introduced at court 
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and amongst the nobles. Women were secluded and treated 
in much the same manner as women in Asia. Above all, Hfc. 
one of the worst institutions of Asia, that of eunuchs, had been 
introduced. If there be an institution which more than all 
others tends to degrade both man and woman, and to prevent 
the progress of a race, it is the one in question. The eunuch 
not unusually rises to be the chief confidant, and sometimes 
the chief adviser, of his master, and if he does not attain so 
high a position is pretty certain to be a person of great con- 
sequence in the household. He is the chief channel for 
intrigue, the principal instrument of corruption. A savage 
usually in origin, he is elevated to a position which enables 
him, if in the imperial court, to sway the fate of a state. His 
power and influence act on the community like leaven. The 
continual renewal of relays of these savage or barbarian 
servants is the continual renewal in the body of a community 
of the virus and corruption of savage or barbarian morality, 
and each eunuch is a centre of malign influence. 

At the o|>ening of the thirteenth century eunuchs had 
long been known in the imperial city. Wherever they arc 
mentioned we see that their influence was very considerable. 
In the attack upon Prosacus by Alexis the Third in 1 199, the 
generals of the army strongly advised that the city should 
not be attacked. This advice was, however, overruled by 
that of the eunuchs.' They rose to be ambass.idors ; • they 
were named senators ; and within five years of the I^tin 
Conquest one had been appointed prefect of Constantinople. 
At the displays in the hip|X)dromc they t<K)k part with the 
nobles. When Alexis heard the news of the depart 11 re of 
the cmsade for Constantinople, which was destined to destroy 
the city, his preparations against attack were of the fet*l>Iest 
lie had given himself over toluxur)*, and had left the govern- 
ment of the Empire in great part to his eunuchs, * These 
creatures,* says Nicetas, 'who guard the mountains and the 
forests for the Emjierors* hunting with as great care as the 
old pagans guarded the groves sacred to ll>e gt^Js, or with a 
fidelity like that with which the destroying angel guards the 
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gates of Paradise, threatened to kill any who attcnipted to cut 
timber for the fleet* ' When this prince fled on the first 
victory of the expedition, it. was a eunuch who assembled the 
troops, seized Euphrosyne, the Empress, and her friends, took 
the blind Isaac out of prison, placed him on the throne, and 
sent across to Galata to inform the enemy of what had been 
done for the father of the young Alexis who was with them. 

The court was filled with eunuchs, comedians, clowns, 
musicians, and mistresses. Nicetas incidentally mentions 
that the mistresses sat at the imperial tables with the Em- 
press.^ The shortest road to success or to employment in 
the State was through the influence of these court favourites. 
In the Church alone were learning and character aids to 
promotion, but even in the Church the influence of the court 



the Church, was* SO greatly superior to that of the Patriarch, that the 



prelate of holy life, respectable character and attainments, 
was too often postponed to the favourite of a court mistress, 
buffoon, or eunuch. Indeed, one of the worst results of the 
Asiatic influences which had overwhelmed the court was the 
subserviency into which, as an institution, the Church had 
fallen. The Bishops of the Elder Rome had succeeded in 
becoming lords of the West in all that related to things 
spiritual as completely, perhaps even more completely, than the 
Emperors had succeeded in retaining their power as lords in 
things temporal. In the New Rome the Emperors had been 
more powerful. From the moment when Constantine had 
declared Christianity to be the religion of the Empire he and 
his successors had never relaxed their hold over the rule of 
the Church. The Church had become much more than in 
the W<jst the reflection of the State. But the abuses which 
had infect'Cd the one had stricken also the other. Just as the 
Emperor changed his ministers when he liked, so also he 
endeavoured to change the rulers of the Church. He never 
succeeded to the same extent, but the success to which he 
attained shows how subservient the Church had become. 
Nicetas mentions, for example, that Isaac Angelos in his 
short reign dismissed four Patriarchs in succession : the first 

* Nicetas, p. 716. ' Nicolas, /stuir^ Book IIL 
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under the pretext that he had allowed certain ladies to leave 
a monastery whom Andronicos had forced to become nuns ; 
the second, although named by him, because he was old and 
feeble ; the third, although the Emperor had named him, on 
pretence that the nomination had been revealed by the Virgin, 
he dismissed in order to place the favourite of the hour on 
the patriarchal throne. The latter, however, was violently 
op|x>sed, and in his turn had to give way to a new favourite.* 

The history of the twenty years preceding 1200 is full of iiffeminacy 
illustrations of the effeminacy and corruption of the times. Empcio/^*^ 
The boy-Emperor, Alexis Comnenos, passed his life, says 
Nicctas, at play and in hunting, while the courtiers who were 
about the Empress were decked out, curled, and scented like 
women. The treasury was robbed to support the debauchery 
of the palace. Andronicos Comnenos, his successor, although, 
.IS we have seen, an old man, devoted himself largely to the 
shows of the hippodrome and to horse-racing. His orgies in 
his country palace on the shores of the Marmora, where he 
was accompanied by a number of mistresses, and spent days 
in drunken debauchery, were alternated with journeys to the 
cily. where his visits were more dreaded than his absence, 
because it had come to be remarked by experience that each 
visit was attended by some act of striking cruelty. A femi- 
nine love of display was the characteristic of his successor, 
Isiiac Angclos. lie apjK^ared every day in new robes. His 
table was a daily show of wasteful profusion. There were, 
says Nicctas, * forests of game, seas of fishes, rivers of wine, 
and mountains of bread.* He went every other day to the 
Eastern, or, as it is now called, the Turkish, bath, making Use 
there of the most exquisite perfumes. He went about 
glorious as a peacock, was fond of songs, and his gates were 
ever open to actors, buffoons, and jugglers. Though the 
revenues of the Empire had been for many years constantly 
decreasing, the palace e\|K*nditure had not been diminished, 
and the Eminrror was ft)rccd to fall Ixick on the usual resources 
<»f Eastern desjMits in order to provide for it. The coinage 
was debiised. Taxes were largely increased. Officers were 
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sent to administer the government or to dispense what ought 
to have been justice without any means to pay their own 
expenses. They went forth, says Nicetas, like the apostles, 
* without scrip or purse,* the Emperor knowing they could not 
afford to be honest, but that they would bring tribute to the 
palace. Churches were robbed. The sacred vessels were 
taken for the use of the palace. The rich ornaments and 
precious stones let into the binding of the Gosf)els were de- 
spoiled. Liturgies and crosses were stripped in order to 
supply necklaces and bracelets. When the ostentatious Isaac 
was replaced by Alexis the Third, it was found that the new 
Emperor gave himself up to idleness, under the impression 
that work was inconsistent with the dignity of an Emperor. 

The organisation for administering the government 
throughout the Empire, including that of the administration 
of justice, borrowed from Old Rome, remained almost un- 
altered as to form. The law was still almost as excellent as 
ever, but its administration was too often corrupt The 
situation had become very much as if English law were to be 
transferred to the people of an Asiatic state, and left to them 
alone to develop. There would be subtleness and ability 
enough to work out any number of legal problems, but it is, 
to say the least, doubtful whether such securities as Habeas 
Corpus and trial by jury, which are spontaneous growths 
due to the determination of the race to secure individual 
liberty, could continue without the ever jealous spirit of 
Englishmen, continually on the watch to prevent violations of 
the rights of which they are the safeguard. The race which 
has created them may be trusted to guard them. It is 
questionable whether another race would be cither likely to 
appreciate or to show the spirit necessary to preserve them. 
So in the East, the administrative system of the Elder Rome 
was being worked in the Empire under the New Rome by 
rulers whose later history, at least, had been far different from 
that of its creators. So long as there were a sufficient 
number of men who had come under Latin influence, or who 
retained the old Greek spirit, the system worked well. Hut 
the Latin spirit had gone out of the ruling race, as the Greek 
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municipal spirit had also been to a great extent crushed out 
in the provinces. It looks at times as if nothing but the 
forms of the old organisation had remained. The courts of 
law were no longer unreservedly trusted. The administra- 
tion of every department of the government, as well as that 
of the courts of justice, was at times tainted with corruption. 
The imperial family itself shared directly in the profits of this 
corruption. We have seen how one Emperor sent out his 
emissaries without scrip or purse to plunder his subjects, and 
how another Emperor is charged with taking a share in the 
profits, if he did not actually fit out six vessels to engage in 
piracy upon the ships of his own people. Prisoners were let 
out of jail to work, and no doubt on occasions to steal for the 
jailer. Judges purchased their offices, and as a consequence 
sold their judgments. 

Alexis the Third, who came to the throne in 1 195, pub- 
lished an edict to the effect that public offices would no 
longer be sold, but would be given free to the fittest men ; 
but his historian, while adding that such a reform would be 
one of the most praiseworthy that could be conceived, is 
careful to add that his good intentions were not seconded by 
those nearest to him. The ring of Hyzantine nobles rendered 
him for the time as powerless as the ring of pashas would to- 
day render a reforming Sultan. Nicetas states that the men 
who formed this ring became immensely rich from the pre- 
sents of those who wished to obtain any concessions from the 
government through their inter\ention. The highest offices 
both in the cities and in the provinces were publicly sold. 
Money-chan^'crs, ignorant men, and even Scythians, were 
allowed to buy the title of C;esar. Creditors were paid by 
delegations— or, to employ the word tcK) well known in Con- 
stantinople now, /r<i:v7/i\f— upon the provinces. 

The population which would tolerate such a government 
and such humiliation was as far from the manliness of the 
barons who, a few years later, were to fij^'ure at Runnymede as 
they were frt)m the virtue of the Roman legions of the 
Republic during its best i>critKl, or from that of the Greek 
Republics. In truth, it was not only the spirit which would 
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resent a national injury which had disappeared from the 
Byzantine nobles, but the virtues of self-respect, patriotism, 
and courage. The ruling classes had lost all trace of either 
Roman or Greek spirit Cunning and intrigue had come to 
be recognised as the highest statesmanship. Treaties had 
been made with foreign states in order to put them off their 
guard and make them more easy to be attacked. Diplomacy 
meant dissimulation, and perfidy was substituted for courage. 
Government existed as machinery for squeezing money out of 
the provinces. The natural results ensued among the people. 
The old ideal of Rome as existing for the good of the public 
had disappeared. Reverence for law and equity as synony- 
mous with justice had perished. The Greek ideal of compact 
states seeking the benefit of the whole community had been 
lost. Asiatic influences had filled the governing classes with 
the same lying and vainglorious spirit which has ever been 
the fault of all Eastern courts, and made the people regard 
such classes as the public enemy. 

With the effeminacy which may fairly be attributed to 
Asiatic influences there existed an amount of superstition 
which, with some hesitation, I should attribute in great part 
to the same source. Talismans were almost universally used. 
No important expedition of state was undertaken without refe- 
rence to the astrologers. If their predictions turned out correct 
they were held in honour ; if they failed recourse was had to 
others, but the belief in the possibility of discerning future 
events by reading the stars remained unshaken. Faith in 
magic was yet strong ; the statues about the city were all 
regarded as exercising an occult influence on persons or 
events. The figure of Minerva, which appeared to be beckon- 
ing towards the West, was destroyed by the mob on the ap- 
proach of the Crusaders under the belief that it had exercised 
some kind of influence in bringing them to Constantinople. 
The Empress Euphrosyne, the wife of Alexis the Third, 
ordered the bronze statue of the boar struggling with the lion, 
one of the most famous groups in the city, to be mutilated in 
order to secure the success of her divinations. Durirrg the reign 
of Manuel a statue on the Arch of Triumph in Constantinople, 
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representing a Roman, fell down just after the declaration of 
war against Hungary, while another near it, representing a 
Magyar, remained standing. Manuel was proof against the 
superstition of his people, and insisted upon reversing the 
position, believing, says Nicetas, that by so doing he could 
change the fate of the two nations. The same writer tells us 
that even Manuel never failed to consult the astrologers in all 
his enterprises. Madmen were held in honour, and believed 
to be divinely inspired. Every church had its relics, and the 
belief in their intercession, or in that of the saint to which 
they had belonged, was of the most implicit kind. Certain 
pictures wept. The famous representation of the Virgin 
in the chapel of Blachem was only one among hundreds 
of miracle-working pictures. Each person had his charm, 
his relic, or some particular object of worship in which he 
trusted. Isaac Angclos had special confidence in the inter- 
cession of the Virgin, and went into ecstasies when he saw 
her portrait Superstition saturated the life of the period. 
Certain days were sure to bring good luck, others to cause 
disaster. The stars had their meaning, and governed or 
showed the lives of individuals or of states. Eclipses and ex- 
ceptional darkness portended events which the astrologers 
pretended to read. Nicetas notes with amazement that the 
conquest of the city was not attended by any prodigy, and 
apj>ears to think that the absence of such an event was an 
additional proof of the judgment of heaven a^'ainst the 
capital. 

In spite of the horrible punishment which had btrcn de- 
creet! by successive Em|>ert)rs a^^ainst the practice of denion- 
ol<igy and divination - which, it must be remeinlx:red, did not 
mean an attempt to defraud, but the actual consulting with 
devils there were slill recognised professors of the m)-stery. 
The Em|)eror Andronicos consulted one of them, who, says 
Nicetas, had been initiated in these detestable mysteries from 
his earliest youth, and who had been punished as a sorcerer in 
the time of Manuel. His act of divinatii»n a|);»ears to have 
been the childish one. which slill linj^ers as an amusement 
among us, of whirling round an infusion in a basin, and 
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observing what letters are made by the sediment. The 
historian, while expressing his horror of the practice, has 
no doubt of its efficacy. The demon gave an answer, and 
the answer was necessarily right. 
Destruc- The luxury of the court, the degeneracy and effeminacy ^ 

tion of the ^ , , . , , , . . i . 

peasantry, of the ruling class, were nowhere so disastrous m their effects 
as on the means of defence. Indirectly the accumulation of 
wealth in the hands of the nobles and governing classes in 
Constantinople contributed greatly to the loss of Asia Minor. 
During the tenth and eleventh centuries the cultivation of 
that portion of the Empire had been in the hands of a Greek- 
speaking peasantry. The nobles during the century which < 
preceded the incursions of the Seljukian Turks had rapidly 
accumulated land. Peasant owners had almost ceased to 
exist. The estates were cultivated by slaves, whom sue- | 
ccssful wars enabled the nobles to capture or their wealth 
to purchase. The peasants had been both able and willing 
to fight for their hearths and homes. Serfs or slaves had, 
however, no wish to risk their lives for their masters. The 
result was that, when the hour of trial came, the enemy had to . 
be met with the regular forces of the Empire. The means of 
meeting him by a peasantry which would harass his every 
movement, which would be continually on the watch to resist 
every settlement of a Turk or Tartar in the country, which 1 
would be as persistently and tenaciously hostile as the Monte- ^ 
negrins have been during five centuries, did not exist. The 
inroads of a barbarian host had no terrors to men who had 
been reduced to serfdom or to abject poverty, who had 
nothing to lose, and whose soil was possessed by nobles 
who were hard taskmasters. So far, indeed, from the enemy 
being greatly feared by the peasants, there were, as we have 
seen, many examples of whole villages submitting themselves 
to the Turkish rulers, alien in race, religion, and language, in 
order to escape the oppression of their own countrymen. 
Weakening The Corruption of the capital left the navy in a disastrous i 
J^Jy"; condition. The hardy sailors of the Marmora and of the 
islands of the ^Egcan supplied a body of men who were 
always ready to make admirable crews for the imperial fleets. 
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But the ruling classes had been so long accustomed to meet 
the enemy on land that the navy had come to be gradually 
neglected, and at the time of the Latin Conquest was so weak 
that it took no part in the defence of the city. The Power 
which possesses the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles ought 
always to be strong at sea if it possesses ulso the islands of 
the Archipelago. Nowhere in the world* has there been, or 
is there, a nursery of seamen which produces more sailors. 
Their quality, from the days of the heroes of Salamis down 
to those of the exploits of Kanaris, has always been excel- 
lent And yet, in spite of such a resource, the Empire had 
for a century and a half previous to 1 200 hired most of its 
fleets from the Venetians, and done its naval fighting in large 
part by deputy. 

The fiction of keeping up a fleet continued, indeed, until 
the attack upon the city, but it was improbable that the fleet 
of an Empire which had done its fighting by deputy could 
cope with that which had been employed to do the actual 
work. When the hour of danger came it was found that the 
admiral, Michael Struphnos, brother-in-law of the Emperor 
Alexis the Third, had sold the stores, and had appropriated 
to his own use the supplies that should have enabled the 
fleet to put to sea. 

The effeminacy produced by Asiatic influences was con- of the 
spicuously and lamentably shown also in connection with the 
army. During long centuries the New Rome had preserved 
the traditions and the discipline of Roman army organisation, 
and even in 1 204 these had not been altogether lost. But the 
spirit which made the Greek phalanx and the Roman legion 
victorious had disappeared. The breaking up of the Roman 
system of administration in the army, and, indeed, in the 
government generally, dates from the time of the Basilian 
dynasty, and especially from the reign of Leo the Sixth. The 
fxrricxl is one of great external sutcr^s and mih'tar}- glor)', 
but this ver>' success and prosperity facilitated the destruc- 
tion of the municipal spirit which gave life to the Empire, 
It is at this time that we find the dc-cneracy of the Empire 
really beginning. The Em|>erors had become so powerful, 
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and had been so influenced by the success of their Asiatic 
conquests, that they commenced for the first time to rule as 
Asiatic despots. The Emperors had found it so convenient 
to hire mercenaries, and so inconvenient to force their own 
subjects to take the field, that they had come to do a large 
part of their fighting by means of foreign substitutes. The 
Immortals, or 'Addvaroi, remind us at once of their Asiatic 
origin. The Waring guard had held a deservedly honoured 
position during two centuries before the Latin attack on Con- 
stantinople. Italian and other mercenaries also hired their 
services to the Emperors. The Spanish Jew, Benjamin of 
Tudela, says : * The Greeks hire soldiers of all nations whom 
they call barbarians. They have no martial spirit themselves, 
and, like women, are unfit for military enterprises.' The 
judgment is too severe, but, even with a large allowance for 
exaggeration, it shows what was the opinion of an indepen- 
dent observer from the West of the decay of martial spirit. 
When the later Emperors went themselves to war they 
encamped in palaces of canvas, which recall the appliances 
of a Darius or other Eastern monarchs. 

Emperors alien in blood, commanding soldiers hired from 
foreign nations, became at times the slaves of their own merce- 
naries, and had to buy their allegiance by large donatives. The 
dynastic struggles of the quarter of a century preceding the 
Latin Conquest caused the foreign mercenaries to beccme yet 
more powerful and to be yet more petted than they had been 
before. When, in 1 195, Alexis threw Isaac into prison and 
ascended the throne, he scattered money and honours among 
his supporters with a lavishness which not only made the 
public honours cheap, but which emptied the public treasury. 
But even this prodigality was not enough, and the Emperor 
had to distribute a part of the public domain among the 
troops in order to assure himself of their good-will. 

As wc approach 1 200 wc find the weakness of the Empire 
from effeminacy and luxury continually increasing. Even 
Manuel, in 1175, was suspected of having bought off the 
opposition of the Venetians. Nicctas notes with something 
like horror that the Emperor Alexis the Third wished to buy 
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peace ; that instead of fighting Henry, the successor of Frederic 
Barbarossa, he endeavoured to dazzle his ambassadors by the 
splendours of the court and by robes which were one mass of 
pearls and precious stones ; that the ambassadors bluntly 
replied that neither they nor their countrymen valued such 
things, but regarded them rather as suited to women ; that the 
Emperor levied a duty called the German tax in order to buy 
off the enemy ; and that when the senate, the clergy, and the 
commons refused to help him, he robbed churches and tombs 
of their treasures in order to raise the amount necessary. In 
truth, the martial spirit had gone out of the race. 

The period with which we are immediately concerned. Period is 
namely, the latter portion of the twelfth century, was one of meniii 
mental stagnation. Men were occupied with matters of such ^^s"^"*^ 
political and immediate interest that they had little time for 
literature or thought The nation had to meet foreign enemies 
on every side, and the soldier rather than the man of letters 
was the man to be honoured. It was a transition period be- 
tween the time when scholars had poured out their floods of 
learning in the development and the definition of Christian 
theology, and the period of the new movement which led to 
reformation in religion and to the revolution in politics. Men 
were resting on the labours of their predecessors, and during 
the twelfth century made few valuable contributions to human 
knowledge. There were indeed signs of a better time, but the 
dawn was hardly yet at hand. The appreciation of works of 
art was still high, and was probably growing in strength. 
Byzantine architecture was taking more and more the beautiful 
forms under which it was to become known to the world as ai^imw inaj 
Gothic. The internal decoration of churches, and probably 
also of private dwellings, had attained a high development 
The mosaics and frescoes of the churches of Constantinople 
were already renowned in Italy, whither artists had gone, and 
had already prepared the way for the rapid progress in these 
forms of mural decoration which was made in the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries. The Church was represented by a 
fairly educated and married priesthood, whose influence tended 
to the education of the whole people. The ver)' frctjucnt 
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references to Homer, the constant classical allusions, the quo- 
tations from Scripture show not merely comparatively wide- 
spread reading on the part of the Greek writers of this period, 
but imply a corresponding amount of knowledge on the part 
of those whom they hoped to find as readers. But it was in 
the great body of the people that the most hopeful signs were 
to be found. The municipal spirit developed among the Greek 
race had leavened the populations of Constantinople and the 
chief cities under Byzantine rule. The government of the 
municipalities had never been altogether surrendered by the 
people. The education given by the widespread commercial 
habits of the merchants was developing the intelligence of the 
people, with the result that they were never so intolerant in 
religious matters as the people of the West, and would never 
have tolerated among them a feudal system. 

Commerce, indeed, was the great glory of the Byzantine 
Empire. Commerce, with all its advantages and all its draw- 
backs, was the characteristic feature of New Rome. The 
wealth, the luxury, the tolerance, the development of house- 
hold and of ecclesiastical art were largely due to commerce. 
The neglect of the public weal, the lessening of interest in the 
management of public affairs, the abandonment of the wealthier 
classes to effeminacy and idleness, and the low ideal which 
was thus presented to the poorer classes, was largely due to the 
enormous increase of wealthy families which commerce had 
enriched. Had the external foes of the New Rome been 
fewer or had she been able to overcome them, there is reason 
to believe that Europe might have seen the development of a 
state in which there would have been an amount of material 
comfort associated with family life such as is hardly yet to be 
found in any European country. Side by side with this there 
would have been an intellectual activity which would have 
enabled the Empire to preserve the foremost rank among 
European nations. On the Bosphorus would have been the 
capital of an Empire which for twelve centuries after Christ 
had preserved an unbroken tradition of order, of good govern- 
ment, of knowledge of Greek literature, of commercial pros- 
perity, of literary and artistic development. The imperial 
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city had bridged over the dark centuries of turmoil which 
intervened between the pagan civilisations and those of 
Christianity. While the nations of the West had been in 
course of formation, the Roman Empire had in the East been 
continuing its history in almost unbroken prosperity. We 
may probably gain the best idea of the forms into which that 
prosperity would have developed by recalling what her great 
rival subsequently became. Venice, I repeat, was in her later 
history the reproduction on the Adriatic of what her former 
patron had been on the Bosphorus. The rule of the New 
Rome was over a wider area and under more difficult con- 
ditions than that of Venice, but the resemblance is not the 
less remarkable. 

The condition of things in Constantinople at the moment ^®"{^* 
it was attacked by the army of the West presents many re- iwccn con- 
semblances, but with some all-important differences, to that Empire* 
which exists in the same city at the present moment. Then, ^J^J^ 
as now, the people were oppressed, and in the practice of the ^^^^ 
government seemed to exist mainly for the purpose of paying 
taxes. Corruption had honeycombed every department of 
the state. Offices were bought and sold. The influence of 
the eunuchs was greater than that of ministers of state. 
Public debts were paid by delegations upon the provinces — a 
mode which then, as now, allowed the local government to 
share the plunder of the people. Money collected for the 
state was seized by the palace and diverted from its legitimate 
purpose. Effeminacy had taken possession of the ruling 
classes, and had done much to demoralise them. It would be 
easy to multiply the resemblance between the Constantinople 
of the twelfth century and the same city under the rule of the 
Ottoman Turks. The danger would be to make the pictures 
too closely resemble each other. The essential differences 
between them were of a vital character. There existed a 
public spirit in the capital which jealously protected private 
interests, and which was singularly unlike the apathy towards 
private wrongs which now exists. The people of Constan- 
tinople never forgot that they were the ultimate source of 
authority, that they could make and unmake Emperors. They 
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allowed the members of the royal family to fight out their 
differences, to intrigue against each other, to pay for the 
support of their followers within the city, though even here 
they interfered upon occasion when a ruler became altogether 
bad. In political affairs there was a public opinion which was 
in marked contrast to the absolute indifference of the Turkish 
population of the city in our own time. The frequent in- 
surrections were at least a mark of public interest in politics. 
But public spirit was especially strong where it has been 
under Ottoman rule the most strikingly weak. The populace 
was disposed to take too little interest in political changes. 
Touch, however, a private individual, and the corporation or 
guild to which he belonged would at once claim redress. The 
plunder of private persons by arbitrary exactions was what 
the population would never submit to. It had the trading 
instinct, the respect for property, the feeling of the necessity 
for solidarity, which the great trading communities of Europe 
have always possessed — the feeling which made the Venetians 
and the Genoese regard the robbery of one of their merchants 
as the business of state ; but to this in the minds of the 
dweller in the New Rome was added a wider sentiment, since 
he remembered with pride that he was a Roman citizen, 
Nicetas records an incident, happening within the last two or 
three years of the twelfth century, which shows how completely 
the popular feeling was opposed to arbitrary dealing with 
citizens. There dwelt in the capital a banker named Kalo- 
modios, who during long years and under difficult circum- 
stances had acquired great riches, to which he greedily clung. 
His reputation for wealth was widespread, and had exposed 
him to the wiles of some of the nobles, who wished to share 
it A number of these seized Kalomodios. When the mer- 
chants heard of what had been done, they went in a body to 
the Great Church, found the Patriarch, and threatened to 
throw him out of the window if he did not take steps to release 
the banker. The Patriarch sympathised with the mob, pro- 
mised to do his best, and succeeded in snatching this sheep 
with the fleece of gold from the teeth of the wolves who 
would have stripped him. The voluminous annals of Con- 
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stantinoplc under the Empire are singularly free from attempts 
against the property of private individuals. So long as the 
merchant did not take part in conspiracy or revolution, his 
property within the city was safe. The explanation of the 
fact is to be found partly in the deep-seated respect for law— a 
respect which made even tyrants like Andronicos go through 
the form of a trial before he sent his victims to death or to 
blindness — partly in the remains of a healthy municipal spirit, 
which made the people act together against any unusual act 
of injustice to one of their number, but, above all, in the 
instinct developed by trade that the security of private pro- 
perty is the first necessity for commercial success. This latter 
is a feeling which the Turk never shares or has shared. He 
himself rarely engages in trade. In the capital a Turk is 
almost certain to be in the employ of the state, and he is 
almost as certain to regard traders as persons to be plundered. 
The Turkish attitude towards commerce has had much to do 
with the impoverishment of one of the most fruitful countries 
in Europe. In this respect the history of the city at its worst 
period before 1 200 presents a favourable contrast to that which 
it has always presented under Turkish rule. To squeeze a 
wealthy rayah or a pasha has for centuries been the readiest 
resource of a Sultan or a favourite in pecuniary difficulties. 
The practice is not yet forgotten, although the publicity which 
is afforded by foreign journals, and especially the fact that as 
soon as a man begins to amass wealth he takes care to 
obtain the protection of a foreign Power in order to avoid 
such squeezing, has largely lessened the practice. 

Nor docs the fall of the Empire resemble that of the JJ^*^*^'®* 
Ottoman Turks. The rule of the first fell after long cen- Empires 
turies of struggles with external enemies, and after a long [wilyT 
period of success which had helped to demoralise the con- 
querors. Its rule had been weakened by dynastic struggles, 
due in part to the fact that the people were progressive, and 
that a more modem form of government — that of oligarchy — 
was being evolved from the older one of an absolute sovereign 
with divine attributes. The Ottoman Empire has lost suc- 
cessively its possessions in South Russia, in Ilungar)', in 
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Roumania, Servia, Greece, Bulgaria, Asia Minor, and Africa 
in consequence of the incapacity of its rulers to govern, and, 
above all, of their powerlessness to absorb conquered races or 
acquire the habits of commerce^ manufacture, or civilisation. 
One Empire fell, after an honourable existence of eleven 
centuries, the most civilised Power in Europe ; the other, 
inheriting such civilisation, has been powerful only to destroy, 
and will leave its territories far in the rear of the least pro- 
gressive country in Europe and Constantinople the most 
backward of European capitals. So long as the armies of the 
present rulers were fed from the boundless supplies of men in 
Central Asia, so long as the harems were filled with European 
captives, and the supply of rulers kept up from Christian 
sources on the female side, so long was their military triumph 
secure, and their government at least better than organised 
brigandage. When these supplies were cut off and the 
Turkish race and religion were left to their own resources, 
decline immediately commenced, and is rapidly bringing the 
rule of the Ottoman Turk to its end. 
Signs of The essential difference between the condition of the 

better 

.things. Empire even under the Comneni and that of the Turkish 
Empire is to be found in the results produced respectively by 
the religion of Christ and of Mahomet The Christianity of 
the Empire would have provided a means of regeneration, or 
would not have prevented the natural spirit of the population 
•from developing itself The religion of the Ottoman Turks 
is a hindrance to advancement. I am fully alive to the low 
condition into which the Orthodox Church has now fallen, 
though it was by no means so low seven hundred years ago. 
But I repeat, that if that Church had fallen as low as that of 
Abyssinia, it would still, as a philosophical system accepted 
and entirely believed in by the people, be superior as a civili- 
sing force to Mahometanism, because at least it would not 
have been a hindrance to progress. As a fact, however, the 
Greek Church was still the preacher of morality, the torch- 
bearer of civilisation, and the faithful guardian of the treasures 
of ancient Greece. The monks of Mount Athos were already 
multiplying the manuscripts which were to bring about a 



Digitized by 



THE CONDITION OF CONSTANTINOPLE IN 1 200. 2ig 



revival of learning in the West Amidst the general indiflcr- 
cnce to public morality, priests and monks could be found 
whose lives and teaching were long protests against the 
general corruption. The work of Nicetas Choniate — our 
principal Greek authority on the history of the Latin Conquest 
— is imbued with a religious spirit— religious in the sense that 
he believed that God rules the world and will punish national 
immorality, that morality implies progress and immorality 
the reverse. He and, others with him protested in the 
strongest manner against the corruption in government, the 
dissoluteness of the court, the absence of morality in states- 
manship. In reading the history of his own times we are apt 
sometimes to forget that these protests were written in the 
thirteenth and not in the nineteenth century. The abuses in 
the state and the cruelty of the Emperors were hateful to him. 
liut for the fact that we meet with passages showing that his 
religion partook of the superstition of his age, we should 
hardly remember that he was the contemporary of what he 
records. The very discontent, amounting to qucrulousness, 
which runs through the whole of his narrative, and which is 
found in other contemporary, or nearly contemporary, writers, 
is one of the most hopeful signs of his time.^ That he and so 
many of his contemporaries were profoundly dissatisfied with 
the condition of the Empire gives reasonable hope that, had 
the Latin invasion turned out othcr^'ise than it did, there 
would have been a national movement towards reform or 
revolution. This movement, as in Western Europe, would 
probably have first been felt in religion, and the Eastern 
Church might again have taken the lead in shaping the creed 
of Western Europe. For, in spite of the subscr\'icncy into 
which the Church had fallen, its nominal masters were obliged 
to rcsjHxt the opinion of its governing bodies. The disgust 
felt by Nicetas over the fretjuent change of Patriarchs made 
by Isaac Angelos,and the excuses which that Emperor had to 
make use of in order to justify his action, show that the in- 
fluence of the Church was still great. The Iclharg)' was 
already passing away ; discontent at the prcvailinjj corruption 
was widespread, both in Church and State. We, \sho have 
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seen an Italy resurgent and Greece and Bulgaria re-entered 
among civilised nations, may well refuse to believe that an 
intelligent people, who were at that time the first in civilisa- 
tion, would not have shaken off their religious and political 
apathy, would not have recovered the strength which they 
had expended in resisting external attacks, and would not 
have had their reformation in religion and their democratic 
revolution in politics. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE PREPARATIONS FOR A CRUSADE. 

The fourth crusade began to be preached in 1197. Th^ 
carh'er successes of the third crusade, notwithstanding the 
quarrels of its leaders, had led the Christians of the West to 
believe that the progress of Mahometanism might yet be 
checked. In 1 1S7 Saladin had captured Jerusalem. Guy of 
Lusignan had been taken prisoner. Many brave Templars 
and Hospitallers, with many a nameless soldier of the West, 
had suffered martyrdom rather than renounce the faith. The 
fall of Jerusalem had been the immediate cause of the third 
crusade. Our own Richard the Lion-hearted, whose sole 
claim to be remembered is his skill as a captain of Crusaders, 
Philip of PVancc, one of the ablest of French kings, and Fre- 
deric Barbarossa, the Swabian Emperor of Western Rome, 
had, as we have seen, united to reconquer Christian territory 
in Syria. Acre had been besieged, and after a two years* re- 
sistance, which had cost the Crusaders 300,000 men, had 
surrendered to Richard and Philip. Saladin had been de- 
feated at Ascalon. Other places had been captured. But 
the victories and the results of the expedition fell far short of 
what might reasonably have been hoped for from the prepara- 
tions which had been made by the three great sovereigns of 
the West Jaffa had been taken by storm, but had been re- 
captured, and its Christian garrison massacred. Frederic was 
drowned in 1190. The quarrel between Philip and Richard 
had been espoused by their followers. In 1192 the English 
king quitted Syria, was shi|m'recked, imprisoned, and ucnt 
through some, at least, of the adventures which have asso- 
ciated the name of that sovereign with {xxiry and romance. 
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Philip had returned home the same year. The victories 
which the Crusaders had gained would be altogether barren 
if help were not shortly sent to the Christians in Palestine. 
The supplementary expedition had been a failure. The 
Crusaders who had remained behind, aided by the Armenian, 
Greek, and Syrian Christians, were doing their best to hold 
the territory which had been conquered, but every year saw 
that territory decreasing. Every traveller returning from 
Syria brought a prayer for immediate help from the survivors 
of the third crusade. It was necessary to act at once if any 
portion even of the wreck of the kingdom of Jerusalem were 
to be saved. Innocent the Third and some, at least, of the 
statesmen of the West were fully alive to the progress which 
Islam had made since the departure of the Western kings. 

In 1 197, however, after five years of weary waiting, the 
time seemed opportune for striking a new blow for Christen- 
dom. Saladin, the great Sultan, had died in 1193, and his 
two sons were already quarrelling about the partition of his 
empire. The contending divisions of the Arab Moslems 
were at this moment each bidding for the support of the 
Christians of Syria. The other great race of Mahometans 
which had threatened Europe, the Seljukian Turks, had made 
a halt in their progress through Asia Minor. We have seen 
that their Empire was also divided against itself. Moreover, 
the great Asiatic horde which was shortly under Genghis 
Khan — perhaps the Prester John of the middle ages — to 
threaten the Empire which the Seljukians had carved out 
of the eastern dominions of the New Rome, was already 
approaching, and the Seljukians were compelled to turn their 
attention to the formidable enemy of their own race which 
was threatening their rear. 

Other special circumstances which rendered the moment 
favourable for a new crusade, combined with the profound 
conviction of the statesmen of the West of the danger to 
Christendom from the progress of Islam, urged Western 
Europe to take part in the new enterprise. 

The reigning Pope, Innocent the Third, was the great 
moving spirit of the fourth crusade. He came to the ponti- 
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ficatc in 1 198, when he was thirty-seven years old. Innocent innocent 
was a man versed in the learning of his age, and of unceasing ^ " 
and untiring energy. His restless activity forced him to take 
interest in every question of the day. To be interested in a 
question meant for him to be actively engaged in its solu- 
tion. There was not a country in Europe in whose affairs he 
did not take a prominent part. Quarrels between kings, 
between barons ; disputes, as in the case of our own John, 
between kings and their subjects ; differences between abbeys 
and monasteries in the most remote countries, were examined 
personally and decided upon finally by him. The decision 
once taken, he took care to have it obeyed. Nothing escaped 
his vigilance. No question was too large or too small to en- 
gage his attention. His vast correspondence is one of the 
marvels of the middle ages. His negotiations, not only 
with European sovereigns and their subjects, but with Leo 
the Great, King of Armenia, with the Bulgarians and with 
the Wallachs, were unceasing. His legates and cardinals 
were in every country, laying down the law of the sovereign 
Pontiff, scattering interdicts, issuing anathemas.' He, per- 
haps, more than any other Pope, secured that the occupant of 
the pontifical chair should be listened to throughout Europe 
as one speaking with authority, that the Pope should be an 
independent sovereign, that the Church should owe obedience 
to the Pope alone among earthly sovereigns, and that the 
ruler of Rome should own no superior but God. It is pro- 
bably right to call the determination to carry out these de- 
signs ambition ; but to understand the energy with which they 
were executed, one is forced to give Innocent credit for 
having believed that they were objects which it was desirable 
in the interests of mankind to attain. In his opinion he was 
called upon by divine right to govern Europe, to repress dis- 
order, to put down civil war, to divert the fierce energy of 
Northern warriors away from anarchy into useful channels. 
The world was turned upside down. The Holy Roman 
Empire was divided against itself. What is now Germany 
was the scene of constant and bkxxly wars. Italy was 
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divided. Everywhere there was anarchy and confusion. Our 
fathers were right, no doubt, in opposing Innocent's designs 
in England, in seeing principally in his policy towards King 
John an attempt to advance the claims of the Papal See 
against the rights of Englishmen. Matthew Paris says that 
John knew the Pope as the most ambitious and proudest of 
men, a man insatiable after money and capable of every 
crime to obtain it,* but history does not bear out his judg- 
ment. Two schools of historians have discussed the character 
of Innocent He stands before one as a clever Italian, an 
intriguing, ambitious priest, meddling in every business to 
advance the interests of the Church ; and before the other 
party — that, namely, which believes in the Roman Catholic 
Church as the divine institution of the world — as the priest 
full of supernatural energy, of ability, and of success, the 
model Pontiff, the type pre-eminently of the Vicar of God.* 
Judging the man by the circumstances of his time, and 
putting aside his trivial weaknesses, one sees a clear-headed 
statesman who knew his own purpose and was tenacious of 
its realisation : one of the men who stamp their character 
upon the world's history in unmistakable outlines. It is in 
considering the amount of useful work done and the bene- 
ficial influence exerted by such Popes as Innocent, that we 
who are outside the Church of Rome come to understand how 
the belief in the inspired character of the Pope's official con- 
duct has grown up. The character given of Innocent by a 
contemporary is borne out by his conduct during the fourth 
crusade — * a man of much discretion and kindliness, young 
indeed in years (he was thirty-seven when made Pope), but 
old in prudence, ripe in judgment, adorned by the uprightness 
of his character, of a noble race and commanding presence, a 
lover of what was right and good, a hater of iniquity and vice, 

» Eccles, Hist, Book LXXVIL 

' * Cet honime dans la force dc Tagc, qui dcvait, sous le nom d'Innocent III., 
latter avcc un invincible courage contre lous les adversaircs dc la justice et de 
TKglisf , et dcjnner au monde peut-ctre le nuKlcle le plus accompli d'un souverain 
pontifc, le tyi>e par excellence du vicoire de Dieu.^—Muntaleni berths HiU-. dt 
SainU Elisabeth, 
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SO that he was called Innocent rather from his merit than 
from chance.'* 

But for us the important point is that during the eighteen J^';^'^ 
years of his reign the most absorbing thought of Innocent, the Hoiy 
the purpose to which he most constantly adhered, was the Ih^^^r^ 
deliverance of the Holy Land.* His first act after he had 
ascended the pontifical throne was to announce to Monaco, 
the Patriarch of Jerusalem, his intention of proclaiming a 
crusade. Six months later he ordered the crusade to be 
preached, first in Italy and then throughout the rest of 
Europe. He sent letters to all princes, announcing to them 
his firm resolution to consecrate all his energy to this object. 
• Who is there,* said he, ' who would wish to shrink from the 
danger of the Cross when he remembers Him who bound 
Himself to the Cross to deliver us from the enemy? Arise, 
therefore, ye faithful ; arise, gird on the sword and the buckler. 
Arise, and hasten to the help of Jesus Christ. He Himself 
will lead your banner to victory.*' As an inducement to those 
who were ready to join in the holy war, he promised pardon 
for past sins. He placed the lands of the princes and the 
goods of the Crusaders under the protccti^>n of the Holy Sec 
during their absence ; he declared that those who b^>rrowcd 
money for the expedition should be exempted from t!u pay- 
ment of interest. Princes were invited to ajtu\^:\ the Jcw^, 
who were the principal money-lenders, to remit the payuM nt 
of interest to intending Crusaders. Rulers were ur^^rd to 
forbid the Jews to engage in any busirn >s in ca-^r of tli« ir 
refusal. Those who could not themselves take up the Cro^^ 
were asked to provide substitutes, or at ka<t to umuWjuU- 
the expense. All who refused to ^;ivc ^^«rc wanud that 
they incurred a grave resix)nsibility. He ordered the clei^^'y 
peremptorily to contribute a fixed |>orti n nf tlinr rew nuc. 
He forbade the V'enetians to furnish the Sar;icefi% with iron, 
ropes, wood, arms, galleys, ships, or any munitions of war 
whatever. Richard of England had made war on Thilip of 
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France. Innocent sent a cardinal to France to conclude a 
treaty for five years between the two sovereigns, and wrote 
himself to his legate in France : * If men perish, if the 
churches are weakened, if the poor are oppressed, if the 
French and the English incur danger on account of their 
kings — all this is of less consequence than the loss of Pales- 
tine, than the extermination of the Christian name ; and yet 
this is what will happen if these kings prevent their warriors 
from going to reconquer what has been lost, from protecting 
those who have been threatened.' If the treaty were not 
accepted by the two kings, his firm resolution and that of 
his cardinals was to place the kingdom of the offender under 
an interdict, and to forbid, with the utmost rigour and severity, 
without regard to privileges and indulgences, the celebration 
of divine worship. Innocent pointed out that the time was 
opportune. * By the dissensions which divide the Saracens, 
the Lord gives to Christian people the signal for the 
crusade.' * 

Innocent, in his determination to leave no stone unturned 
for the accomplishment of his purpose, wrote also to Alexis, 
the Emperor in the New Rome, asking for his aid. * Who/ 
he asked, * can do more than you, seeing your nearness to the 
field where the battle must be fought, your riches and your 
power ? Will your Majesty put all other considerations on 
one side, and come to the help of Jesus Christ and of the 
country which He has won by His blood ? The Pagans will 
flee before you, before your army, and you— you will share 
with the others in the pontifical favours.' The assumption 
of an authority was not likely to be welcome at Constanti- 
nople, but the letter shows at least how strong was the deter- 
mination of the Pope to make the expedition a success. 
Legates were sent to the New Rome to negotiate with the 
Emperor and the Patriarch on the subject of the expedition 
and of the union of the two churches. The letter and the 
legates were treated with the utmost respect. The haughty 
tone of the Pope's letter and the experience which the Greeks 

' Hurler, Jnno. Ill, p. 315. The same idea appears repeatedly in many of 
the Epistles of Innocent. 
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had had of the last crusade were not likely, however, to pro- 
duce a favourable reply. The Emperor Alexis, in his answer, 
recalled that when Frederic, a few years earlier, had promised 
upon oath to pass through the Empire peaceably, he had vio- 
lated his promise. He had done great injury ; he had fought 
Christians as well as Pagans, and yet, in spite of this, Alexis 
claimed that the Greeks, out of veneration for the object of 
the expedition, had furnished him with all that was necessary. 
Notwithstanding this just cause of complaint, Alexis con- 
cluded this part of his letter by promising that if the Empire 
were able to preserve its tranquillity, he would favour the 
efforts which should be made for the delivery of the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

As to the old question of the union of the two churches, 
the reply was that the best union would be brought about by 
each giving up its own will and submitting to the divine will. 
If the Pope wished to submit the doctrines in controversy to 
the examination of a Council, the Orthodox Church would 
take part in it While admitting the zeal of the Pope for 
the glory of God, Alexis could not conceal his astonishment 
at hearing the Pope call the Roman Church the Universal 
Church, and the common mother of all the churches. That 
title belonged to the Church of Jerusalem. The old jealousy 
between the two Romes was not to be overcome, and, as 
usual, found vent in the religious questions which divided the 
two churches. Little aid was to be hoped for Constantinople, 
but only little had been expected. 

Meanwhile in Western Europe the efforts of Innocent had 
met with more success. In every church a box had been placed 
to receive the gifts of those who had the holy cause at heart, 
and a Mass was ordered to be said weekly for the givers. 
Innocent again addressed himself to Philip of France. Christ 
Himself, he repeated, had given the signal for the crusade. 
Philip ought not only to permit his subjects to leave, but to 
force them to quit their homes on so important a mission. 
Innocent did all that he could in every European country, in 
order that the effort about to be made might prove successful. 

The preacher of the new crusade, the Peter the Hermit 
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Fulk, the who made known the Pope's wishes to the people of France 
of^?^^ and of Flanders, was a priest named Fulk, of Neuilly, If we 
cn??ade. imagine a Wesley or a Whitefield with middle-age sur- 

roundings, we may obtain a glimpse of his character and of 
the secret of his influence. If, as Gibbon alleges, he was 
illiterate, his ignorance was not observed by his contem- 
poraries. It is true that after his ordination he had been 
reproached with ignorance; but in consequence of this re- 
proach, or of his desire for knowledge, he went to the 
University of Paris, and returned to his parish to become 
a distinguished preacher. He was full of zeal and enthu- 
siasm. Like many of the great preachers of the churches, 
he regarded his own time as especially given over to wicked- 
ness. Contemporaries of his, monks and priests, had per- 
suaded themselves that the world was shortly to come to an 
end, and that the mad confusion and anarchy of the time 
was one of the signs of the end. Fulk found in this belief 
the greater reason for putting right that which was wrong. 
He denounced iniquity in high places with the utmost fear- 
lessness. Clergy and prelates felt the bitterness of his speech. 
In spite of ignominious treatment, threats, and imprisonment, 
he warned nobles and kings alike that they were travelling 
rapidly on the broad way to hell. He denounced the new 
custom of lending money, which the Lombards had intro- 
duced into France, and spoke fiercely against avarice and 
sensuality. No danger could terrify him, no threat make 
him keep silence. His fervour made him popular with the 
people. At times his audience became so excited that 
men threw off their garments and offered their belts to the 
preacher, publicly confessing their sins and asking for public 
punishment. The people, rich and poor, came at last to hear 
him gladly. His fame had already reached Rome. Here, 
then, was the man whom Innocent had need of. His enthu- 
siasm, his energy, his fearlessness, his apparent disinterested- 
ness were to be made u.se of, as the Church of Rome has 
so often utilised the undisciplined enthusiasm which other 
churches have driven into opposition. The Pope commis- 
sioned him to preach the Cross in France, * to use the gift of 




THE PREPARATIONS FOR A CRUSADK. 229 



eloquence which God had given him for the good of the Holy 
Land.* Fulk executed his commission in Normandy, Flanders, j 
and Burgundy. His reputation as a preacher, a healer of ' 
the sick, and a worker of miracles had preceded him, and 
crowds everywhere went out to hear him and to be influenced 
by his preaching. According to the popular belief, virtue 
went out of him, and his clothes were sometimes torn to rags 
from the struggles of the masses to touch them in order that 
sickness might be healed. It is easy to say that Fulk lent 
himself to the imposture, but it is more probable that he, like 
other middle-age revivalists, believed himself to be a divine 
instrument, and the marvels attributed to him to be proofs of 
his mission. It must be said in favour of Fulk that he was 
willing to turn the popular enthusiasm into a useful channel. 

• My garments,* said he, when the crowd pressed upon him, 

• arc not blessed, and have no charm about them ; but look, 
I am going to bless and give virtue to this man's cloak.* At 
the same time, seizing upon one belonging to a bystander, he 
made the sign of the Cross upon it, in token that the wearer 
would join the crusade, and each one hastened to snatch a 
portion as a relic. His influence was marvellous and at 
times strangely exercised. If the crowd were too noisy, he 
obtained silence by solemnly cursing the noisiest. Sometimes 
he would lay about him lustily with his stick, while those who 
were wounded would kiss their wounds or the blood as sanc- 
tified by the man of God. Wherever he preached great 
numbers took the Cross, or contributed to the expenses of 
the crusade. 

His greatest success was in the conversion of Theobald Thfvihaid 
of Champagne. This nobleman, a nephew of Richard of p.ignc. 
England and of Philip of France, a young man of twenty-two, 
was already renowned in arms and in song. Plightcen hun- 
dred knights did homage as his vassals. During the truce 
between the Kin^s of England and France, he had called 
together a brilliant assemblage to engage in or witness a 
tournament. Fulk invited the knights to gain a more lasting 
glory by joining in the crusade. Theobald, Count Louis 
of Blois, and Simon de Montfort, father of our English hero 
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of the same name, with a host of others, accepted the 
Cross. 

Theobald, Earl of Champagne, was selected from his rank 
and ability to be the leader of the expedition. In his train 
were Geoffrey of Villehardouin, with many others of high rank. 
Under Theobald, the leaders were Baldwin of Flanders, whose 
wife was the sister of Theobald, Baldwin's brother Henry, 
Louis Earl of Blois, Simon de Montfort, and Count Hughes 
de St. Paul. 

It may be mentioned here that the intention of the Cru- 
saders, and probably also of Innocent, was that Richard of 
England should be the leader of the expedition. His death, 
however, in April 1199, put an end to this design. In one 
respect, however, his death contributed an element of success. 
Many of the French barons had joined him against Philip 
of France, and there can hardly be a doubt that but for 
his untimely death he would have defeated Philip. The 
hostility between the two sovereigns had been bitter. * The 
devil is loose ; take care of yourself,' had been Philip's warn- 
ing to John when Richard had been released. The French 
barons who had fought on the side of Richard were glad on 
his death to escape the vengeance of Philip by joining the 
crusade. Among those who had been detached from the 
side of Philip by Richard, and had joined the revolt of the 
Bretons against him, was Theobald of Champagne himself, 
the appointed leader of the crusade. Baldwin of Flanders 
had in like manner declared for Richard, and probably joined 
the crusade the more readily on account of his death. 

At the opening of the year 1200 a considerable number 
of nobles and others had undertaken to join the crusade. 
France and Flanders contributed the largest share, but Ger- 
many also furnished a considerable contingent. During the 
year many meetings or parliaments of the leaders of the 
expedition had been held, but they had been adjourned 
because the number of Crusaders was not judged to be 
sufficiently large to justify the leaders in making arrangements 
for the transport of the army beyond sea. Towards the end 
of the year, however, a parliament was held at Soissons, in 
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which it was agreed that the time had come when preliminary 
arrangements might be undertaken for the chartering of 
a fleet The decision arrived at was that six messengers 
should be sent to treat with Venice, with full powers to make 
such agreements for the transport of the army as they deemed 
necessary. Shortly after, the messengers set out on their 
journey. 

Venice was chosen as being the city which was likeliest Choice of 
to furnish, if not the only city which could furnish, the large port of 
fleet of transports and convoys necessary. But the choice ^'^p^****'*'' 
was in many respects an unfortunate one, and ultimately led 
to the failure of the fourth crusade. We have seen that 
Venice had occupied a neutral position between the East and 
the West. On many occasions she had owned allegiance to 
the New instead of the Old Rome, and although at the end 
of the twelfth century she had her special reasons for hostih'ty 
towards her former protector, she was as little inclined as 
ever to render obedience cither to the Pope in spiritual thin^jH, 
or to either of the rival claimants for the Empire in the V\'f:st 
in temporal things. The thunders of Innocent, which shf^jk 
every other Western state, fell harmlessly ujK^n Venice. The 
struggles between Guelfs and Ghibclins, whether in Ccrwuny or 
Italy. aroused comparatively slight attention amon;; her i^' oplr. 
Innocent early in 1201 had declared for C>tho, a n^ phf v/ r/f 
Richard cf England, the Guelphic claimant for the Krnjiirr of 
the West, and had declartxJ a-ainst I'hjiip of S^afiM, v^horri 
he had threatened with the ji<;naltie^ of the f hur^h j:.>t 
Venice cared little for such threat-., a; ^1 v.a, r';.'!/ to .i'!/ 
herself with Philip. Her ^;reat ir/erc t v,h , v. h,i h t: . 
poly of the carr>ir:;^' tragic by /a. ar/J ;r. or'.' r 'r .' 

this she was rcafiy\^::h c.^a! ir.:.,"' "f / . / ^ f , . ' 
and Infidels with cor.tr^:>>.r.'j , ^-^ ^^r v. -.f* • ^ / * 

or the other and th' :r ;/r r*, * ' ' * ' / ' ' ■ 

Venice wii vj.'k ;r. ? ^ »" • ^ • / / r * , f 

The ^^!arvJi, w-; h r^^l 'Ir r * *^ft * 
marshes, were a^^ii ,^ - " : » •../., , 
city had incr^t^/ J * . 4 ' - » , 
The mor.o^y j / t ' » r / 





THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



had long since been shared by the Republic, which recognised 
in the annual ceremony of the Bucentaur that her wealth was 
derived from commerce. She had been, as we have seen, 
specially favoured in the New Rome. The tone of her civil- 
isation was that of Constantinople rather than that of any 
Western city. Her wealth, her distinction as a city whose 
civilisation was more advanced than that of any Western rival, 
were derived from her intercourse with the New Rome. The 
very aspect of her streets were a reproduction of what had 
been seen on the Golden Horn. Her famous church, dedi- 
cated to St. Mark, was but a reproduction on a smaller scale 
of the still more famous church of the Divine Wisdom of the 
Incarnate Word which existed in Constantinople. 

The Crusaders of this and of former expeditions were 
profoundly impressed with the prosperity and magnificence 
of Venice. The New Rome was still the royal or imperial 
city ; but both cities evidently opened to the Crusaders new 
worlds of wealth, luxury, and civilisation. They marvelled 
much, says Robert de Clari, at the great riches they found in 
Venice,* and numbers of contemporary writers bear testimony 
to the astonishment which her civilisation excited. 
Hostility Of lat-e years the Venetians had had difficulties with the 
towards* New Romc. We have seen that these difficulties arose, in 
nopie***^* great measure, from the fact that the influence of Venice 
in Constantinople was no longer sufficient to exclude that cf 
the other Italian republics. Isaac Angelos had, in 1187, 
and again in 11 89, as we have also seen, concluded a new 
alliance, assuring to Venice her old privileges, together with 
the payment of a considerable indemnity. The considera- 
tion for the valuable concessions offered by the Emperor 
was that the Venetians should place their fleet at the dis- 
position of the Empire, even in the case of a war against 
the Emperor in the West This treaty was confirmed in 
1 199 by Alexis the Third. In the spring of 1200 a quarrel 
took place at Constantinople between the Venetians and 
their great rivals the Pisans. The Venetians complained 
that their treaties had been violated ; that the subsidies 

* Rob. dc Clari, c. x. 
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promised by the Emperor had not been paid ; above all, that 
the Pisans had been favoured at their expense.^ The Doge, 
during the summer of the same year, sent an embassy to 
Alexis to demand the payment of arrears and the renewal of 
commercial privileges. Another embassy was sent six months 
later, and, indeed, the whole year was occupied with negotia- 
tions, which served only to show that it was improbable that 
the Republic should regain her supreme influence on the Bos- 
phorus. But the hostility to Constantinople reached its 
height when the Venetians learned that Alexis had, in May 
1 201, received an embassy from Genoa, and was negotiating 
with Ottobono della Croce, its leader, for the concession of 
privileges for trade in Romania which Venice had hitherto 
regarded as exclusively her own. From this time the Doge 
appears to have determined to avenge the wrongs of his state 
cn the ruler who had ventured to favour his rivals. 

The Doge of Venice at this time was the famous Henry Dandoio. 
Dandolo. He was already a very old man,' but full of energy, 
greedy of glory, exasperated against the Empire, and devoted 
to the interests of the Republic. He was able to command 
with equal success an army or a fleet. Though he was nearly, if 
not quite, blind, he devoted an amount of attention and ability 
to the cares of government which places him in the first rank 
of Venetian administrators. The New Rome was the special - 
object of his hatred. The general belief after his death was 
that his eyes had been put out by order of the Emperor 
Alexis during his visit in 1 172 or 1 173 to Constantinople.* 
What is certain is that he bore against the Empire an inex- 
tinguishable hatred, which made him willing to embrace any 
project directed against its capital city. He possessed the 
entire confidence of his fellow-citi/cns. His influence in 

• NircfAs, 712. 

" Du Cangc nukes I)aniI«^lo ninety-two in I200; Imi nciihcr Villchanlouin nor 
Amlrea Ihinitolo use terms which would imply v> i;reat an A^e. 

• l>aru, Hnt. 0/ Ifntir, i. 20I. Authnniic^ are tii\i«le«l as to whether he was 
blifki or only uf weak si^ht. * \'isu •Irlnlis et a)i(|ualiter oUenebratus,* uys 
I>M(]i>lo. Sanutus, VilK'harii«mm. ai)*l ((Uiitht r \ay that he was alt<»gcther bliml. 
The Chriftt, «•/ AVf /.'/a/ » that hr wa-» Min^Inl uith a Uirnin^j ulaw hy 
Manuel. 
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for trans- 
port 

accepted* 



Venice was so great that when he subsequently embarked 
with the Crusaders his son was appointed Regent during the 
absence of his father. 

The six messengers chosen by the Crusaders at Soissons 
arrived at Venice in February 1201. Four days after their 
arrival they were introduced to the Council and the Doge, 
in a palace which was Hen riche et beau, ' Sire/ said their 
spokesman, * we are come to thee on behalf of the noble 
barons of France, who have taken the sign of the Cross to 
avenge the shame of Jesus Christ, and to reconquer Jerusalem 
if God wills it. And because they know that no men can 
help them so well as you and your men, they pray that for 
God's sake you will have pity on the Land of Outremer, and 
on the shame of Jesus Christ, and that you will labour that 
they may have ships of war and transports.* 

The Council took a week to consider what should be their 
reply. At the end of that time, the delegates of the Crusaders 
were informed that the Venetians were willing to provide 
ships to carry 4,500 horses, 9,000 esquires, 4,500 knights, and 
20,000 infantry, together with provisions for nine months, 
in consideration of a payment of four marks per horse and 
two per man. The total sum therefore to be paid, reckoning 
the Venetian mark at a little over two pounds sterling, was 
about 1 80,000/.^ This contract was to hold good for a year. 

Besides this the Venetians promised to add for the love of 
God fifty armed galleys, in consideration that half of the 
money captured should belong to them. The terms were 
accepted by the delegates, were again submitted by Dandolo 
to the Council, and were approved. A solemn service was 
held in St. Mark's, and much enthusiasm displayed at the 
conclusion of what each believed a good bargain. Villehar- 
douin, whose narrative of the crusade has long been the chief 
authority on the subject, was himself the spokesman of the 
delegates, and thanked the Venetians, on behalf of his 
brethren, that they had taken pity on Jerusalem, which was 
in slavery to the Turks, and that they were ready to aid in 

» M. de Wailly estimates the mark at fifty-two francs. So also does SismondL 
Sec also Hcid. 
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avenging the shame of Jesus Christ The contract was 
signed eariy in April 1201, was referred to the barons, and 
was ratified at Corbie in the middle of May. 

It had been decided from the first that the expedition DcsUna- 
should be directed towards Egypt as the best base of opera- E^pu 
tions against the Mahometans in the Holy Land, though the 
plans and contract signed b}' the Venetians and the delegates 
contained the statement simply that the destination should be 
* for the deliverance of the Holy Land.* The decision taken 
in the Council was kept secret from the army, to whom it was 
simply announced that the Crusaders would go beyond the 
sea.* Charts of the route were prepared and sealed, and it 
was agreed that the Crusaders should be in Venice by St. 
John's Day, 1202. 

The Doge and his Council on the one side and the dele- 
gates on the other swore solemnly to observe the terms of 
the arrangements entered into. The contract was then sent 
to the Pope, who approved it conditionally. 

Innocent could not see without distrust the contract made innocent 
with those who had shown their readiness to serve cither a^rangV ^ 
Christians or Moslems, provided they paid. He would have UJi^n^'jy] 
preferred that the Pisans or the Genoese had been selected, 
and it was only on finding that no such arrangement could 
be made that he consented to accept the Venetians.' The 
conditions upon which he insisted showed the distrust which 
he entertained, lie stipulated that there should be no attack 
made against a Christian state, and that a legate should 
accompany the army and watch over the expedition, in order 
to sec that this article was complied with.' 

The leaders of the crusade had decided, as we have seen, Rmsrn^for 
that their operations should be directed aj^ainst Eg>'pt. Eg^ypT*^ 
Many considerations induced them to arrive at this con- 
clusion. The passa^'c through Romania had been found 
during previous crusades to be long and costly. Even when 
the Dardanelles had been pa-sed, there remained the terrible 

• Villchaniouin, c. iv. • /ftn.\ Kj i-i. ix. 

• * Conventions ill.is ila ilurcrct c^nfirinan-loA ut \> uIk cI ip^i i luj%tui^»<» non 
LvUcrcnt, aptnt«>lic.v "K'Iu Ic^aii cun^ilio accolcnic,' -6Vj/.j N»*. 84. 
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march through Asia Minor, where the Turks hindered the 
progress of the Christians at every step, and where fever had 
rapidly thinned their ranks. The terrible experience of the 
last crusade had been that the great German army, after 
winning every battle it had fought, had, by the time it reached 
the Holy Land, melted away. The leaders wished to avoid 
this long and fatal route, and desired to be landed at some 
place where they could strike at the enemy before the army 
had been weakened by repeated contests, and wearied and 
demoralised by long marches through an unhealthy country. 
No place offered so many advantages from this point of view 
as Egypt A short sail over a pleasant sea and the Cru- 
saders could be landed fresh and vigorous and prepared for 
battle. The cost of transporting an army to Alexandria 
would be far less than that of taking it to any other part of 
paynimrie. 

The sea was the safest and most easily guarded road to 
keep open between the invading army and Europe. Alex- 
andria was a base of operations which might be kept with 
surety against the enemy, while ff?port would always be open 
to supplies of men and means of warfare from the West. A 
footing once obtained, Egypt could better support the army 
of Christendom than any other country. Its perennial 
wealth had been the mainstay bf the Arabs in their mar\'el- 
lous conquests over Syria and Northern Africa. Moreover, 
while the renown of Egypt was spr^d throughout Islam and 
Christendom alike, the enemy could be more advantageously 
fought in the densely-populated delta than in the wide and 
thinly-peopled regions of Syria. Probably too it was known 
in Europe that the Egyptian Arabs had lost their early 
vigour, that the climate had told upon them, and that they 
were already becoming an unwarlike race. The occasion, 
however, in 1201 was peculiarly favourable for an attack on 
that country. Saladin had conquered it, had abolished the 
Egyptian CaUphate in 1171, and had done all that he could 
to exhaust its resources. On his death, in 1 193, his two sons 
had quarrelled about the division of his Empire. The one ruling 
in Egypt asked the aid of the Christians in Syria against 
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his brother. The civil war which followed had still further 
weakened Egypt. But an exceptional and remarkable cir- 
cumstance rendered an attack upon Egypt still more oppor- 
tune. During five successive years the Nile had ceased to 
fertilise the country.* The result of this unprecedented 
calamity had been famine and distress. The population had 
been largely reduced. The wealth and strength of the 
country had been greatly diminished. To these considera- 
tions have to be added the fact that if Egypt were once in 
the hands of a crusading army, it could be held against all 
invaders, and its wealth turned against Islam. Every Ma- 
hometan country would feel the loss of Egypt. A wedge 
would have been driven into the long stretch of Moslem 
territory between the Atlantic and India. Islam would have 
been cut in two and its wealth used to reconquer and hold 
Syria, 

The desirability of striking at Islam through Egypt, the 
very centre and fulcrum of Moslem power, had been recog- 
nised from the time of Godfrey by a succession of warriors 
and statesmen. Innocent tH^Third was especially impressed 
with the necessity of making the attack through Eg)'pt. He 
called particular attention to the exceptional opportunity 
which the time presented from the accidental or, as he 
believed it, the providential impoverishment of the richest 
country in Islam, from the failure of the Nile to overflow, 
and from the division q( its rulers. Even without these 
accidental advantages no other spot offered so many advan- 
tages for the attack. No other countr>', if conquered, would 
be so great a loss to Islam. These considerations, in fact, 
seem to have been so generally recognised that it is doubtful 
whether any other plan was seriously considered. It was to 
Babylon, as the Crusaders generally called Eg>'pt, that the 
cx|>edition was to go, because. s.*iys V'illehardouin, * one could 

• •(Ju«i»l utUjUC SI fcci^st-nl ' i.r. laWc Alcxamliia , • >|H raliilc s-iii^ cral lam 
ij>»aiii ma^^ihcam civitatcm cju.iiii ct maxini.im H'-ui-* loIiu^ t4;>|Hi juru ni, f.irilc 
cnin}H'n<iio, in c<»rum jn.iotatcm \^ys,sc ir.mskrri, n* «|u<«l ttitu> ftrc j>..|nilus terror 
vcl rnniumptu^ fame |>cricral, \c\ vjvult tal |k nurui, pr«>|>tcr Mrriliiatcin ctu^lrm 
vi<ii'lKcl lcrf.i', cui Nilus fru^-.ifcras a«juas ciuiltu-. cam nj^.uc "-ilct, aiuti^, ut aiunl, 
jam fjuifi(|uc *ul»tra»crat,'— tiunihcr, Ejtui ia Sa^r.^^ vul. i. p. 71, 
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more easily destroy the Turks there than in any other 
country.' * 

The choice having been made, it will become necessary to 
ask why the original plan was abandoned How did it happen 
that an expedition prepared with great care, and proposing 
under such favourable circumstances to strike at the heart 
of Moslem power, turned away from its object and attacked 
the capital of Eastern Christendom ? The question is one 
which was asked by all Europe at the time and has never 
been altogether satisfactorily answered, although in our own 
time the laborious industry of German and French scholars 
has succeeded in bringing to light a mass of evidence hitherto 
unknown bearing on the question. The conclusion to which 
this evidence appears to me to point will, I hope, become 
clear in subsequent pages. 

The agreement between the delegates of the Crusaders and 
the Venetians was ratified, as we have seen, in May 1201 * 
The crusading army was to arrive in Venice not later than 
the 24th of June, 1202. In the interval between these dates 



Death of many events happened. Theobald, Earl of Champagne, the 



young noble who had taken the Cross on the preaching of 
Fulk, who had probably been induced to do so partly in 
order to escape the vengeance of Philip of France, who had 
been elected leader of the expedition, and in whom all had 
confidence, died in May 1201. His loss was the more serious 
that his great wealth was no longer available for the purposes 
of the crusade. A payment in advance which had been 
promised to Venice could not be met The leaders were 
divided as to the course to be adopted for the conduct of the 
expedition. None among them possessed either position or 
ability sufficient to indicate him as the leader. After con- 
siderable delay the leadership was offered to the Duke of 
Burgundy, and on his refusal to Count Theobald of Bar, who 
also refused. Then a parliament of the Crusaders met at 

• Villehardouin, sec. 3a 

* In the same month Innocent had invited the dignitaries of the Venetian 
Church to contribute towards the crusade from the church revenues. See 
Archives dt POrient Latin, i. p. 383. 
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Soissons, and Villehardouin proposed Boniface, Marquis of ^pp^'^** 
Montferrat The proposal was finally though reluctantly Boniface, 
accepted. From the first it was evident that Boniface had not MomlSial. 
the confidence of the Crusaders, and his election was the first as leader, 
severe blow given to the success of the expedition. Fulk - 
himself affixed the Cross to the shoulders of Boniface in the 
church of Our Lady at Soissons, and, as the great preacher 
died in May 1202, he disappears from this history.' The 
appointment of Boniface was in August 1201. Two months 
later he was at the court of Philip of Swabia,' on the invita- 
tion of that sovereign. What was the object of his visit may 
never be accurately known. But subsequent events raise the His yisii to 
presumption that Philip cither had the design of an attack ^^^^^ 
upon Constantinople before this visit, or formed such a design 
at, and in consequence of, his interview with Boniface. Philip, 
the head of the house of the Waiblings, or, as the name was 
now beginning to be spelt in Italy, Ghibelins, had married 
the daughter of Isaac Angelos, the Emperor of the New Rome, 
who was at this moment a prisoner in Constantinople deprived 
of his eyesight, though allowed to go about the city of which 
he had once been the ruler.* The son of Isaac and heir to 
the throne —whom we may conveniently call after the fashion 
of the time young Alexis, to distinguish him from the reigning 
usurper Alexis in Constantinople — had made his escajx: * from 
the capital. He left the imperial city in the spring of 1 201, arrived 
in Sicily and sent messengers to Germany announcing his safe 
arrival. Allowing three months for the news to reach Philip, 
there was ample time for the messengers of Philip to reach 
the Marquis of Montferrat, and for the latter to have been at 
the Swabian court in October. Boniface remained with 
Philip until January or February 1202, and then left with an 
embassy for Rome, sent thither in order to induce Innocent the 
Third to take up the cause of young Alexis.* In the spring of 

• ViJIcharilouin, c- i«. * 6V;/<j ///. c, 84. ' Xiret^s p. 712. 

• One author \ix\c^ ihat the wife of ihc Km|tcror Alcxi* pitio! the young 
man, ami gave him noucc that hcf husbami ticicrmincd to kill him. Anon. 
Caieianu%, £j^. Sa,-. I $2. 

• Grtfa /mna. ///, 




240 THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



the year the latter received letters of recommendation to the 
Crusaders from Philip.' It therefore appears clear that, from 
the beginning of 1202, the leader of the expedition had 
become aware of the facts connected with the claims of Alexis. 
Subsequent evidence indicates that even at this time he had 
promised Philip to aid him. 

At the time appointed — namely, the 24th of June, most 
of the leaders of the expedition had arrived, according to the 
arrangement, in Venice. Baldwin of Flanders, Hugo Count 
of St. Paul, Geoffrey of Villehardouin, perhaps Boniface, and 
many also from Germany were present, while the Abbot 
Martin and others from that country were on their way 
thither.2 

' Nicetas says (p. 715) * from Philip and the Pope,* but the latter is doubtful ; 
from Udira P<afxris Trjs ir<p€<rfiuT(pas kuX tov ftriyhs 'AWctfxayltxs ♦tX/mrow. 

* M. Jules Tessier contends that the Crusaders could never agree upon the 
destination of the expedition. He admits that the most intelligent of its leaders 
proposed to attack Egypt, but he insists that the majority of the army were in 
favour of going to Syria. In support of this contention he (i) calls attention to the 
fact that the charter-party made with the Venetians makes no mention of either 
Syria or Egypt ; (2) he quotes Villehardouin (pax. 49) and claims that the 'grant 
peril * of which the Flemings stood in fear was of going to Egypt, and (3) he 
quotes the reply given to the speech of the Abbot of Citeaux (Villehardouin, jxir. 
96), * In Syria you can du nothing.' The first of these arguments is inapplicable 
if the contention is well founded, that it was intended to conceal the destination 
of the expedition. I^ter on I give a different interpretation to the * grant peril * 
phrase, while the argument founded on the reply to the Abbot appears to me to 
fall when connected with the surrounding circumstances. Gunther*s statement 
that the resolution to attack Egypt was adopted unanimou^y ( ' Hii quidem omnes 
uno consensu in hoc convenerant, ut pctentes Alexandriam ') is probably too sweep- 
ing. See La Diversion sur Zara ei Constantinople^ par Jules Tessier. ( Paris, 



1884.) 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ARRIVAL IN VENICK. 

Many of the pilgrims had only left home between Easter and 
Whitsuntide, 1202. The ordinary road taken was over the 
Mont Cenis and through Lombardy to Venice. 

Meantime a fleet had left Flanders for the Mediterranean Son- 
with a great number of Crusaders. The leaders of this de- 
tachment had sworn to Baldwin that they would join the 
division coming from Venice at the first convenient place after <->usadcrs 

* m Venice. 

hearing of its whereabouts. Baldwin and the other leaders 
of the crusade who had already arrived at Venice soon learned 
with dismay that many pilgrims had gone by other routes to 
other ports, and that thus it would be im|K>ssible to provide 
the number for whose passage the delegates had undertaken 
to pay the Venetians. Those present were unable to raisq 
the amount agreed upon. They did their best by sending 
messengers here and there to persuade the pilgrims to come 
to Venice, and to point out to them that Venice was the only 
port from which they could start with a fair prosjxxt of suc- 
cess. Villchardouin was himself sent on such an expedition, 
and succeeded in persuading Count Louts with a great number 
of knights and men-at-arms to come to Venice from Padua, 
where they had been encountered. Others were also brought 
in to Venice ; but a considerable number had already left by 
other routes before they could be overtaken. Never, says 
Villehardouin, has a finer army collected than that which was 
at length gathered at St. Nicolo di Lido, the island where 
the Crusaders were Uxlged by the Venetians. No man had 
seen a finer fleet than the Venetians had prcparc<l. The only 
fault to be found with it was that it could take an army three 

K 
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times as large as that which had assembled. The Venetians 
had kept their part of the bargain. *What a misfortune/ 
exclaims the Marshal, * that so large a portion of the Crusaders 
had sought other ports ! Had they come to Venice the Turks 
would have been put down ; Christendom would have been 
exalted.' 

Crusaders The Venetians, having done their part, now asked for 

unable to » & > 

pay. payment of the passage money according to the terms of the 
contract This, however, could not be raised. Many pilgrims 
had come without money ; others were already sick of the 
enterprise, and, according to Villehardouin, hoped that the 
money would not be found. Baldwin of Flanders, Ear\ Louis, 
and the Marquis and the Earl of St Paul did their utmost by 
borrowing to raise the amount promised. But when all was 
done, when many a beautiful vessel of silver and of gold had 
been taken to the Doge's palace, when two collections had 
been made, 34,000 marks out of the 85,000 stipulated for were 
still wanting. 

So far we are on safe ground. All contemporary accounts 
agree that the contract with the Venetians was broken ; that 
a large amount was wanting to complete the sum agreed upon 
to be paid as freight ; and that, even after every effort had been 
made to raise this sum, about 35,000 marks still remained 
due. From this time forward we are upon doubtful ground. 
Offici^and Thc authorities upon whom we have to rely differ widely, 
versions of The account given by Geoffroi de Villehardouin, Marshal of 
ladeJ" Champagne, may be taken as the type of what has been aptly 
called the official versions of the expedition, and of these it 
ranks undoubtedly the first Besides these versions, the 
labours of a number of historians, from Du Cange in thc 
seventeenth century down to Count Riant, who has ransacked, 
and is ransacking, the libraries of Europe in search of evidence 
relating to the fourth crusade, have brought a large amount 
of evidence to light which may be conveniently classed as 
that of thc unofficial versions. The official version of what 
passed in Venice is that which has been generally received by 
modern historians until our own time. Villehardouin states 
in few words that the Doge, when it had become clear that 
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the Crusaders could not pay the stipulated sum, proposed that 
they should agree to assist the Venetians in recapturing Zara, 
in Dalmatia, from the King of Hungary ; that the Crusaders 
were divided as to whether this proposition should be ac- 
cepted ; that those who were tired of the enterprise opposed, 
but that the majority accepted it. 

So far the official account given by Villchardouin and 
followed by others. The diversion of the enterprise was due 
solely, according to these writers, to the simple fact that the 
Crusaders could not pay 34,000 marks. Villchardouin, whose 
history of the crusade is much longer than that of any other 
contemporary writer, skips over in a few short paragraphs 
the events which happened between the arrival in June and 
the alliance to attack Zara. The transaction was, according 
to him, the simplest possible. The Venetians had completed 
their part of the contract ; the Crusaders were unable to pay 
their fare ; the Doge made a proposal which was accepted. 
At this point it becomes necessary to examine such other 
testimony as exists, in order to learn whether the diversion 
Wi'Ls due to the simple cause which is assigned for it by the 
great apologist for the crusade. The intention was, as we 
have seen, to go to Alexandria. * But this praiseworthy 
design,* says Gunther. * was hindered by the fraud and malice 
of the Venetians.* * The Crusaders were received treacher- 
ously,* says Rostangus, * by those to whom they had come, 
who would not allow them for a long time to pass lKyt)nd 
sea. They refused to carr)' them beyond sea or to allow them 
lo leave St. Nicolo di Litio unless they paid the uttermost 
farthing.* The leaders and the Crusaders generally ap|>ear, 
as we have seen, to have done their best to pay. But the 
number for which the city had furnished transjK)rt was largely 
in excess of that which had been brought together by the end 
of June, Out of 4,000 knights and their attendants, only 1. 000 
had assembled. Of the 100.000 fo<»t st.Uliers provided fc»r, 
there were not more than 5(?.ooo or 60,000 (»n the Lido, The 
Crusaders argued that those who had come and were ready to 
pay ought not to be forced to pay for thi»e who had not come. 
The Venetians claimed their pound of flesh. Resistance 
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V was useless ; the Crusaders were prisoners. The Doge, ac- 
cw4rtfg to Robert de Clari/ told the Crusaders plainly, * If 
you do not pay, understand well that you will not move from 
this island, nor will you find anyone who will furnish you 
meat and drink/ It was upon this threat that the leaders had 
borrowed what they could to pay their jailers. It was after a 
second collection for payment, in July 1202, that there was 
still about one third of the freight, or, according to Robert de 
Clari, 36,000 marks, unpaid. Shortly afterwards the Crusaders 
were persuaded to accept a compromise, which on the whole 
could not be considered as unfair. Dandolo was understood 
to have proposed that out of the share of the first spoil which 
fell to the Crusaders in fighting the common enemy — that is, 
/ the Moslems— the sum due to the Venetians should be de- 
/ ducted. This proposition was gladly accepted, 

proposal Subsequently this promise was changed into a proposal 

Crusaders.^ for an attack upon Zara. This city lies on the opposite coast 
of the Adriatic to Venice, was the capital of Dalmatia, and 
belonged to the King of Hungary, who had himself sent aid 
to the Crusaders. It had been rising in importance for many 
years. The Venetians alleged that its inhabitants had often 
of late made piratical attacks upon their ships. Possibly the 
charge was true, but the real reason of the hostility felt towards 
it was a jealousy of its commercial prosperity. The non- 
oflficial versions represent the Zara expedition as forced on 
the Crusaders. The official versions represent the Crusaders 
as gladly consenting to pay the Venetians out of the spoils 
taken at Zara falling to their share. The story of Ville- 
hardouin is not at variance generally with those of other 
contemporary writers. Its chief fault is a suppression of dis- 
agreeable facts. His object in writing the story of the crusade 
was to show that the expedition had not been so complete a 
failure as a crusade as the world had taken it to be. We 

• La Prise (U Cotts(aptinopk, by Rol)ert dc Clary, or Clari, is by far the most 
valuable contcmjx)rary account which motlcrn research has brought to light on the 
Latin Con(|uest. Tlie M.S. was prinitxl in 1 868 by Count Riant, but only for 
private circulation. It was not really published until 1 873, when Charles Hopf 
brought out his Chroniques Greco-Komams, Robert dc Clari was present at the 
confjuesl of Constantinople. 
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must look to others for the unpleasant facts, 't^ 
the * Devastatio* * states that the troubles of ih\ 
began even before their arrival in Venice. Thc\ 
charged them heavy prices for victuals. When tht 
the city they were cast out of the houses and compe. - lO go 
to Lido. The Crusaders were there treated in every respect 
as captives. Provisions were sold to them at famine prices. 
A sistarius of com cost 50 soldi. 

The Venetian rulers gave orders that no one should ferry 
any of the foreigners out of the island. The want of pro- 
visions and the sense of their helplessness created a panic 
among them. Those who could^scaped. Some went home ; 
some hastened to other ports in the hopes of finding ships for 
Egypt or Syria The summer heats caused a terrible mor- 
tality among the crowded host, so that, according to the same 
author, the living could scarcely be found to bury the dead* 
According to Robert de Clari, the Doge himself came to 
recognise that the Venetian policy of pushing the Crusaders 
in their distress too far was mischievous. *Sirs/ said he, 
addressing his council, * if we let these men go home we shall 
be looked on as rogues and tricksters. Let us propose to 
them that, if they will pay us the 36,000 marks out of their 
share of the first conquest they make, we will transport them 
beyond sea.* There was no proposal here to take Zara or to 
attack Constantinople. The Ouire-mer to which they were 
to be transported was understood to be the land of the infidel. 
The conquests they were to make were to be the lawful spoils 
of a crusading war. There was nothing whatever in the sug- 
gestion to make it unacceptabk to the Crusaders who gave 
heed to their vow. Hence, when the Doge, having obtained 
the consent of the Venetian council, submitted the pro|K>sal 
to them, they accepted it gladly. A way had been found out 
of their difficulty. They were to leave the fever grounds of 
the Lido, were to go over the sea to fight ^the infidel and to 
fulfil their vow. On the announcement of the proposal their 

* Pfvtutatio Ctmttamtirwfsfiitana, ThU is another MS. Uou^^ht to light hy 
recent re«eAich, though its e&i^tcncc ha-^ l«i*cn l«mg knonn. Scc4 C'^/oifyM^/ 
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camp was illuminated and there were other manifestations of 
joy.> 

It is difficult to determine precisely when this proposition 
was made. Probably it was in the last week of July 1202. 
The 24th of June was the latest time appointed for the 
arrival of the pilgrims. The second attempt to collect the 
balance due had been made probably in the middle of July. 
Shortly afterwards came this proposal, which was joyfully 
accepted. Villehardouin speaks only of one proposal, namely, 
that to help the Venetians to capture Zara. If his account is 
to be reconciled with that of the non-official writers, the 
explanation is that the attack upon the Christian city was at 
the time carefully concealed from the mass of the Crusaders, 
a policy which was continually pursued throughout the expe- 
dition. Robert de Clari, as we have seen, represents the 
proposal quite otherwise, and the fact that it was joyfully 
welcomed shows that the Crusaders were told nothing of an 
attack upon a Christian city as part of it Another writer • 
states that the Venetians kept the Crusaders prisoners for 
three months, and would not allow them to return home, and 
when after that time their substance was nearly consumed, 
then they were compelled to go to Zara. We learn from a 
German writer ' that after much complaint, both on the side 
of the Venetians and on that of the Crusaders, it was at length 
agreed that the Venetians should go with the pilgrims, and 
that whatever was gained should be equally divided, but that 
from the part going to the pilgrims the balance due for 
freight should be deducted for the Venetians. 

We may rest assured that the pilgrims did not accept 
joyfully the promise to go to Zara, because, as we shall see, 
the crusading spirit was far too strong in the army for them 
yet to tolerate the idea of an attack upon a Christian city. 

The conclusion at which I arrive after a comparison of 
the authorities is either that there were two distinct proposals, 
one made in July for the payment out of the proceeds of 
lawful spoil, and a subsequent one made some weeks later for 
payment out of the spoil to be taken at Zara ; or that, if the 

* Robert ilc Clari. * Anon. Suessionensis. * Anon. Halberstadt. 
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proposal to attack Zara were made in July, it wai 
to the leaders, and was carefully concealed at fir^ 
mass of the Crusaders. Robert de Clari's account^^ 
the existence of two proposals. After speaking of t\ 
nations on the Lido when the Doge's first proposal w ..ndc 
and accepted, he states that the Doge afterwards went to the 
camp and declared that the winter was lost, and that it was 
too late to go to Outre-mer. Then the secret was let out. 

* Let us do the next best thing. There is a city near here 
called Zara, which has often defied us, and which we are 
going to punish if we can. If you will listen to me \vc will 
pass the winter there until Easter, and then we will go to 
Outre-mer at Lady Day. Zara is full of provisions and 
riches.' Then this author adds : * The barons and leaders of 
the Crusaders assented to the Doge's proposal. But this 
proposal was not known to all the army.' * Robert probably 
believed that there were two proposals, and that even the last 
was kept secret from the host. 

The account of Robert is borne out by the evidence to 
which I have already called attention. Assuming that the 
lx>rtion of the proposal made during the last week of July, 
referring to an attack on Zara, was kept secret, as to which 
there can be little doubt if it be admitted that Zara was 
mentioned in July, the next month was spent in negotiations. 
There was a party opiK)scd to its acceptance as soon as the opnosiiion 
attack was mentioned. Here agam we are on solid ground, posaiio 
Villehardouin tells us that discord sprang up as soon as the /"^^^ 
Venetians refused to carry them beyond sea until they paid, 
lie says that those who declared they wanted to leave Venice 
to go to other ports did so because in reality they desired 
that the army should break up, and therefore struggled 
against the acceptance of the proposition. The unofficial 
writers tell us why they did so. * In truth,' says Gunther, 

* the prop^Ksal to attack Zara seemed to our princes cruel and 
iniquitous, both because the city was Christian and because 
it belonged to the King of Hungar>% who, having himself 
taken the Cross, had placed himself and his, as the custom 

• Hubert Clofi, c. ^ui. 
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is, under the protection of the Pope. While the Venetians 
were constantly urging us to accept the proposal, and we on 
the other hand were earnestly refusing, much time was lost.' 
Why was time lost ? The same writer answers, * Because our 
men thought it altogether detestable and a thing forbidden 
to Christian men that soldiers of the Cross of Christ should 
march to pillage Christian men with slaughter and rapine 
?Lnd fire, such as usually happen when a city is attacked,* and 
therefore refused their consent' 

There was no idea of abandoning the crusade. The 
expedition to Zara was probably, though by no means cer- 
tainly, regarded even by the leaders who were in the secret 
merely as a means of payment, in order that when it had been 
captured the Crusaders might go about their proper business. 
The third great mistake of the campaign had, however, been 
made ; the second being the failure to bring sufficient men to 
comply with the terms of the charter-party entered into with 
the Venetians. The third blunder was the more serious. 
The leaders of the first great crusade had declared under 
the walls of ancient Nicaea that it was no part of their 
business to fight Christian princes, that their work was to 
fight the infidel, and they had readily given that city into 
the hands of Alexis. The enthusiasts of the fourth cru- 
sade, who had left their homes in order to fight against 
Christ's enemies, had no heart for the new undertaking, and 
though they did not know all the adventures it would lead 
them into, we can see from Villehardouln himself that they 
would have preferred to return home rather than violate 
their vow. 

On the 22nd of July* Cardinal Peter Capuano, the Pope's 
legate, arrived in Venice from Rome. Bishop Conrad, and 
probably others, required that the propositions of Dandolo 
should be referred to him. He at first protested against the 
proposal,^ because, as Gunther says, he thought the attack upon 
Zara * a lesser evil than the abandonment of the crusade, the 
vow of the Cross unfulfilled, and the return home with ignominy 
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* Devastation 
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and sill.* * Cardinal Peter sent away all the sick, the useless 
hangers-on, and the women.* 

The dissatisfaction among the Crusaders was at that time 
daily increasing. Some were for abandoning the expedition 
altogether. Many poor men who had brought but little with 
them and had nothing left for the journey quitted the army 
and went home. ' Certain powerful and rich men, not influ- 
enced by poverty/ says Gunther, ' so much as frightened by 
the horror of committing such a crime (as attacking a Chris- 
tian city belonging to a crusading king), hesitated, and much 
against their will turned back.* Some of these went to Rome 
in order that they might be absolved from their vow or have 
its execution postponed. Others wished to leave Venice in 
order that they might embark for Alexandria or Syria from 
other ports. 

Cardinal Peter's protest was followed by an earnest request 
that the expedition should be sent ofl* as early as possible to 
Alexandria. His mission as legate was to accompany the 
army, to urge it to leave for Alexandria, to prevent it from 
going to Zara, to settle the difTerences between the Crusaders 
and Venetians, and generally to represent Innocent the Third. 
The Venetians, however, received him coldly. The Doge 
and the council told him that if he wished to accompany the 
Crusaders in order to preach to them he could do so : if he 
wished to go as envoy of the Pope he had better stay behind.* 

News of what had been done in Venice reached the pil- 
grims who had not yet arrived in that city, and created con- 
sternation among them. Many of the German pilgrims in 
particular declared the expedition against Zara iniquitous 
and went home, and all further supply of Crusaders was thus 
cut off.* 

Meantime the leader of the expedition, the Marquis lk)ni- 
facc of Montferrat, who had left Venice during July, returned 
to the city. Probably the treaty with the Venetians was con- 
cluded in the middle of August. The Cardinal again pro- 
tested, and, having committed the German pilgrims to the 
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care of Bishop Conrad and the Abbot Martin, the latter of 
whom had avoided Venice when he learned the proposal of 
the Doge, left for Rome. The Cardinal, however, seems to 
T^e c^i- have vacillated. He protested but yielded. When he found 
nai yields. ^^^^ Venetians would not give way unless the Crusaders 
would go to Zara, he seems, according to Gunther, to have 
considered it more venial and less inexpedient to accept the 
Zara proposal than to allow the expedition to be abandoned.* 



He, therefore, insisted on the promise that the Venetians 
would not only transport the army to Alexandria after the 
Zara expedition but would themselves join in the crusade. 
The author of the Halberstadt MS. confirms the version of 
the Cardinal's conduct. The Cardinal, in reply to Bishop 
Conrad, declared that the Pope would rather the terms of the 
Venetians were accepted than the expedition should be aban- 
doned. He advised Conrad to bear with the insolence of the 
Venetians, and appointed him, together with four Cistercian 
abbots, to go with the army to represent the Pope. In the 
same way Abbot Martin was advised by the Cardinal to re- 
main with the army. Gunther says that when the Abbot saw 
that the expedition would necessitate the shedding of Christian 
blood he was at a loss what to do. He begged the Cardinal 
to absolve him from his vow and to allow him to retire to the 
quiet of his cloister. The Cardinal, however, flatly refused, 
and ordered him in the Pope's name to take charge of the 
German pilgrims. He was further enjoined by the Cardinal 
to go with the army wherever it went, and to use his influence 
with that of the other religious leaders to prevent all attacks 
upon Christians and their territory. 

On Sunday, the 25th of August, there was an imposing^ 
ceremony in Saint Mark's, the object of which was probably 
partly to delude the pilgrims into the belief in the good faith 
of Dandolo and the Venetians, and partly to give a pretence 
to them to join the expedition. At the Mass, which was of 
unusual solemnity, Henry Dandolo ascended the pulpitjpr^ 
addressed the Venetians : — ' You are allied with the bravest 
men on earth. I am old, and weak, and infirm ; as you see, 

* Gunther. 
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I have need of rest ; still, I know of no one more capable of 
taking command of your undertaking than 1. If you wish 
that I should take the Cross and that my son should remain 
here to replace me, I will go with you and the pilgrims for 
life or death.' The assembly cried, ' Come with us, for God's 
sake.' Many in the congregation, both Venetians and pil- 
grims, shed tears as the old man was led to the altar, and a 
cross, made especially large so that it might be seen by all, 
was affixed to his breast. Dandolo from this time became, 
perhaps, the most conspicuous actor in the fourth crusade. 
His personal influence ^as immense. We have already seen 
that his hatred of the New Rome was intense, that he had to 
revenge private injuries as well as the wrongs of Venice. 
From the moment when he took the Cross he towers above 
all the leaders in the great host which his fleet was shortly to 
transi)ort to the Ik>sphorus. The venerable figure of the old 
man at the altar pledging himself to go with the Crusaders 
and to share their fortunes imposed on many. Others, how- 
ever, reflected that he had not entertained the idea of going 
with the army until the proposal to attack Zara had been 
accepted, and such distrusted his new-bom enthusiasm for 
Christianity. A brave man—* dc bien grand ccuur,' says Ville- 
hardouin— but one also who knew the interests of V^cnice and 
cared for nothing else ; a statesman of the Italian type before 
Mazzini and Cavour had taught or shown a more excellent 
model Capable of venturing upon bold and dangerous enter- 
prises, he had all the ability necessary to carry them through. 
Self-reliant to the last day of his long life, he was yet able to 
avoid arousing the easily-awakened jealousy of the Venetian 
^igarchs. He was virtually dictator of Venice, and possessed 
tne entire confidence of the Republic through his successful 
management of its aflairs. 1 Ic intrigued, kept his plans secret 
from his countrymen, deceived the Crusaders, and yet always 
succeeded in his designs. Lying and intri;^'Ue were indeed 
held to be fair by the rules of that Italian statesmanship 
which Machiavcl reduced to a science. The best Italian 
statesman was the one who could bc.st succeed in the purpose 
he had taken in hand. That faith should be broken, that 
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craftiness should be continually necessary, were merely the 
incidents necessary to success. In Venetian politics, right or 
wrong had no meaning, except in the sense that everything 
which advanced Venetian interests was right, ever>'thing 
which made against them was wrong. Dandolo never appears 
to have felt himself under any obligation to tell the truth, or 
to respect either his oath as a Crusader or his pledged word to 
the pilgrims. Provided the Republic could be benefited, all 
means were lawful. If a man * de bien grand coeur,' yet also 
a statesman without conscience and an unscrupulous man. 

The arrangements having been definitely made in con- 
formity with which the Crusaders and the Venetians were to 
attack Zara, the preparations for sailing were rapidly pushed 
forward. For the moment discontent appears to have been 
hushed. The Crusaders even, who had objected to making 
war upon a Christian city, were delighted at any change 
which would get them out of the steaming and fever swamps 
of the Lido. 
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DEPARTURE TO, CONQUEST OF, AND STAY IN ZARA. 

The expedition against Zara left Venice in two divisions, one 
which started on the ist and the other on the 8th of October. 
The whole fleet consisted of four hundred and eighty sail. 
The departure of the second and great division, containing 
the army of Crusaders, was one of the most picturesque sights 
which even Venice can ever have seen. The Repubh'c of the 
lagoons has always cherished a love of artistic display, and 
nowhere can any spectacle be set amid surroundings which 
more completely enhance its beauty than amid the waters 
where the Queen of the Adriatic rises from the sea. The 
time had not yet come when her rulers thought it necessary 
to check lavish display of colour and undue extravagance. 
The dwellings and storehouses of her people were already 
palaces. Her citizens had already grouped themselves into 
guilds, each with its own characteristic dress, so that brilliancy 
of colour was already a striking feature of a Venetian crowd. 
The silks and velvets of the East were set off with precious 
stones and jewelry, while over all the southern sun shed a 
light which, reflected from the waters, did not make their 
gorgcousness seem out of place. Robert de Clari describes 
with evident enjoyment the scene as Dandolo and the Crusa- 
ders left. Kach of the nobles had a ship for himself and his 
esquires, while attending it was the sailing barge for the horses. 
Kach ship was girt around by the bucklers of the knights, 
and looked as if it had a belt of steel. The Doge had fifty 
galleys, which had been fitted out at his own cost or at that 
(»f the city. The one in which Dandolo voyaged was ver- 
milion coloured, like that of an cmjKror. Four trumpeters 
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with trumpets of silver attended him from his vermilion tent 
to his galley, and with the bearers of cymbals contributed to 
the popular demonstration on the departure of the expedition. 
The priests and monks were stationed in the castles at the 
cross-trees of the vessels, and solemnly chanted the Veni^ 
Creator Spiriius. So beautiful a sight as this departure, says 
Robert, had never surely been seen. A hundred trumpets 
with many other instruments of music gave the signal for 
sailing. When the vessels were in the open sea and had 
spread their sails, when tlie rich banners and gonfalons of so 
many earls and nobles were unfurled by the wind, while as 
far as the eye could reach the Adriatic was covered with ships, 
the beauty of the spectacle was at its greatest. It was re- 
marked, and truly, says Robert, that never were there so many 
such beautiful ships assembled together.* Even here, how- 
ever, he is careful to point out a jarring note. Very many, 
both great and small, deplored the sin which was being com- 
mitted and the great joy which prevailed.* They crossed the 
sea, says another writer, with great speed but with sad hearts.* 
Arrival at On the 20th of October Dandolo made a triumphal entry 
into Trieste. Both divisions united a few days afterwards at 
Pola. The united fleet arrived off Zara on November ii. 
On the same day the harbour was captured and the army 
landed. The city was the wealthiest on the eastern shores 
of the Adriatic, and the metropolis of Dalmatia and Croatia, 
It is situated on a peninsula, and was well fortified. It had 
formerly owned allegiance to Venice, but had shaken off 
her rule, and was now under the protection of the King of 
Hungary. On the 1 2th a deputation proposed to surrender 
everything to Dandolo if the lives of the citizens were spared. 
While the proposal was being considered some of the Crusa- 
ders, at the head of whom was Simon de Montfort, told some 
of the deputation that they had only to fear the Venetians, 

' Rhamnusius estimated the fleet to consist of 480 vessels, composed of 50 
galleys, 240 transports for troops, 70 for provisions, and 120 huissicrs for the 
horses. Nicetas says 240, composed of 1 10 huissiers, 60 galleys, and 70 irziis- 
ports for provisions. I suspect the larger estimate is obtained on the fair suppo> 
sition that there must have been an equal number of transports for the troops. 

• Rol>crt de Clari, ch. xiii. * Gunther, L 
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• I am not here/ said he, ' to do harm to Christians. I wish 
you no ill, and, on the contrary, would rather protect you 
against those who would hurt you.'* The well-meant inter- 
ference proved mischievous. The deputation returned to the 
city. The negotiations were interrupted, and the terms on 
which the people of Zara had proposed to surrender were 
withdrawn. The Venetians proposed to attack the city, and 
lest the Crusaders should make further delays in what Gunther 
calls this hateful and detestable business, the Venetians com- 
menced the siege at once. The people of Zara. in anticipation, 
probably, of this attack, had obtained letters from the Pope, 
excommunicating any who should do them damage. These 
they sent to the Doge and the leaders of the army. The 
Doge declared his intention to disregard the threat, and most 
of the barons expressed their determination to follow his 
example. The discontent and indignation of the better 
part of the Crusaders found at length a mouthpiece. A 
council was held. The Abbot of Vaux, a Cistercian monk, 
could no longer control his indignation. In the council held 
in Dandolo s tent he suddenly rose, and in a bold, clear voice 
said, * I forbid you in the name of the Pope to attack this 1 
city. It is a city of Christian men, and you are Crusaders. 
You have another destination.* The Venetians would have 
murdered him if he had not been protected by Simon de 
Montfort and by other nobles. Dandolo was greatly annoyed. 
He charged the Crusaders with having prevented him from 
taking possession of the city, and claimed the fulfilment of 
their promise to aid him in conquering it. The majority of 
them thought themselves bound to help Dandolo, and pro- 
mised to do so. Simon dc Montfort, however, and many 
other pilgrims declared that they would not act against the 
apostolic command, and that they had no intention of being 
excommunicated. Notwithstanding these protests, the letters 
of the Pope, and the threats of the Po|)c's representatives, the 
city was attacked. 

It was captured in five days, namely, on the 24th of Novcni- < <urr of 
bcr, 1 202. The pilgrims and the Venetians entered into it, and 
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Zara was mercilessly plundered. Its churches were pillaged 
and many houses destroyed. The inhabitants were barbarously 
treated. Some were beheaded, others were banished, while 
a great number fled to the mountains to save their lives. 
Dandolo was not content with punishing the citizens of Zara. 
His intention was to brings it again under the rule of the 
Republic, andTor this purpose considerable time was necessary. 
Hence, shortly after the conquest, he proposed that the army 
should winter in Zaia. *The winter,' said he to the leaders, 
'is coming on. We cannot budge from here until Blaster, 
because we shall not be able to find provisions in any other 
place. The city is rich and well supplied with everything. 
Let us divide it' * The proposition was accepted ; the spoil 
was shared, and the Venetians and Crusaders took up their 
quarters for the winter in different portions of the city, the 
Venetians near the harbour, the Crusaders inland. 
Dissatisfac- Meantime the dissatisfaction between the Venetians and 
Crusadei^ the leaders on the one side and the great body of Crusaders 
^ on the other was daily increasing. The latter had persuaded 
themselves that when Zara was taken they would at once be 
permitted to go on their pilgrimage. They had violated their 
vow, and had fallen under the sentence of excommunication. 
The religious portion of the army in particular was greatly 
embittered against Dandolo and their own leaders. Within 
three days of the capture of the city the Venetians and the 
Crusaders were fighting against each other in a quarrel which 
lasted several hours,^ and in which a hundred persons were 
killed and many were wounded. There was not a street 
where the fight was not going on. As fast as the leaders 
stopped the fighting in one quarter their attention was called 
for in another. Everywhere the Venetians had the worst of 
it. All the authority of the leaders of both sides was required 
to put an end to this quarrel. What was its immediate cause it 
is perhaps impossible to learn. The author of the * Devastatio ' 
says that the barons kept the spoil to themselves, and did not 
share it with the poor men of the army. The explanation is 

* Villchardouin, ch. xviii. 

' A day and a night, says Robert dc Clari. 
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possible, and is in accordance with the poh'cy which was 
followed throughout the expedition until its end. The leaders 
were in league with the Venetians, while the mass of the 
Crusaders, who had set their minds on pilgrimage, saw only 
that they were being made use of to benefit the Venetians and 
their own leaders. What is certain is that the army was 
already considerably demoralised, and that some at least of 
the leaders joined with a large body of the pilgrims in dis- 
trusting the Venetians. The quarrel increased the bitterness 
of feeling between the opposing sections. A large number of 
the Crusaders were anxious to leave for Egypt or Syria ; a 
large number, Villehardouin says, were tired of the expedition 
and wished to return home. 

During the weeks which followed there was great and 
continual dissatisfaction between the Venetians and the 
Crusaders. Possibly there is truth in the statement of 
Villehardouin that many wished the army to break up and 
were anxious to return home. They had not come out to 
fight either the King of Hungary or the Emperor of Romania, 
as it began to be whispered they were to be called upon to 
do. They had no desire to give their services to the traders 
f)f Venice. The great French chronicler wishes to leave the 
impression that the disaflfection was merely wanton and 
without just cause. The narrative, however, of every inde- 
pendent contemporary', and especially of the * poor knight/ 
Rf)bert de Clari, shows that abundant cause existed. The 
exjKxlition had already fallen under the expressed censure of 
the Church. Each man knew without such official censure 
that in taking part against a Christian city he had violated 
his oath, and had been untrue to the pledges he had given 
and the convictions which had led him to join the enterprise. 
The treatment the Cmsaders had received on the IJdo, their 
loss of the autumn, their journey across the Adriatic, * with 
great speed but with sad hearts,* in the interests of \'enice, 
had been borne in the hopes that on the capture of Zara a 
way might Ixr found for a speedy departure o/i/n'-mrr. But 
the pilgrims now saw that their allies caret! nothing for the 
object of the pilgrimage, and were mainly bent on recovering 
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territory and destroying a rival, while they believed that their 
own leaders were bent upon amassing the largest possible 
amount of spoil from a Christian people. They themselves 
were suffering much from cold and hunger,* and would 
have been content so to suffer if it were in the execution of 
of their vow. Now, however, both their spiritual and their 
temporal interests were being sacrificed. Those who thought 
most of the first found themselves under the ban of excom- 
munication, and those who might have been disposed to dis- 
regard spiritual censure found that they were being used to 
benefit the Venetians while others obtained the spoil. Hence 
there were daily desertions. The strictest orders were given 
that none should leave the camp. These orders, however, 
were insufficient to check the evil. A thousand went without 
leave. The clamour for permission to go away was so great 
that the leaders judged it well to give permission to another 
thousand. Many merchant shipys went away filled with 
soldiers. One had five hundred on board, who were all 
drowned. Another detachment tried to return home through 
* Slavonia ' — that is,^ through Dalmatia and Styria — but after 
being badly assailed by the peasants had to return to the 
army. 

It should be noted also that this anxiety to leave the 
army was mainly caused by the desire of the deserters to be 
about the business for which they had left home. The object 
of most of those who left the camp was to get to Syria or 
Egypt. 
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THE PLOT. 



Part 1. 



Thus the winter of 1202-3 passed slowly away, in discontent 
among the Crusaders, in smouldering suspicion against their 
chiefs, and in animosity towards the Venetians. Suspicion 
was in the air — suspicion by the Crusaders that they were to 
be made the tools of Venice in the future as they had already 
been in the immediate past— a new suspicion also that Philip 
of Swabia, King of the Romans, was about to unite with 
Dandolo against the Pope of Rome, that their own leader, 
Boniface, had already betrayed them, sold them as an army 
to assist his kinsman Philip in fighting against the head of 
the Church. The proof of treachery was not complete, but 
sufficient was known to justify the suspicion and to account 
for the uneasiness. The soldiers who had been carried away 
from their native countries on a wave of religious enthusiasm, 
who had come out to fight for God and His cause, had already 
violated their oaths, and felt themselves powerless to get out 
of the trap into which they had been led. 

Leaving the Crusaders at Zara, I propose now to narrate 
the facts which justified the suspicion of the army, and to 
attempt to point out what was the plot again.st the object 
which the Crusaders had in hand. 

Ifcforc doing so it is necessary to call attention to the 
reasons which are assigned by contemporary writers for the 
two circumstances which marked the diversion of the fourth 
crusade from its intended purpose. The two circumstances 
were, first, the attack upon Zara, and, second, the expedition 
to Constantinople. 
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These circumstances are described, as we have already- 
seen, by two sets of contemporary historians, who may be 
classified roughly as official and non-official writers. In the 
first class I have already stated that the graphic and singu- 
larly interesting account written, dictated, or revised by 
Villehardouin takes the highest rank. The writer describes 
what he saw or heard. All the official accounts are open to 
the objection that they are the work of men who were either 
themselves leaders or were under the influence either of the 
leaders of the expedition or of Philip of Swabia. They are 
all pleas of men writing for the defence. Their testimony is 
therefore not impartial, and may fairly be examined with 
suspicion. When they wrote, the crusade from which Europ>e 
had hoped so much had failed miserably in its object, had 
begun by destroying a Christian city, and had ended by 
destroying a Christian instead of a Moslem state. The Pope 
had indignantly condemned the conduct of the Crusaders, and 
in doing so had probably expressed the opinion of the con- 
science of Western Europe. The writers in question had to 
explain the change of a crusade into a buccaneering expedi- 
tion as best they could. 

The reason they assign for the diversion of the crusade to 
Zara is, as we have seen, that many of the Crusaders having 
taken ship elsewhere or having refused to leave home, the 
number of those who reached Venice was far below that 
which the delegates had contracted for ; that the Venetians 
insisted upon their bargain, until at leng^th they made a fair 
proposal by means of which the Crusaders would be able to 
pay the 34,000 marks which were still due to the Republic 
under the contract for transport. These writers add that 
those who opposed this proposal did so because they wished 
to break up the enterprise. The chief of them, Villehardouin, 
begins his excuses for the failure of the expedition with the 
departure of the Flemish fleet already mentioned. He tells 
us that this fleet was a very fine one, was very well provided, 
and contained a great number of well-armed men. Baldwin 
of Flanders, however, did not go with it, but went overland 
to Venice. The command of the fleet was given to Jan dc 
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Nccle and two others.* The pilgrims had great confidence in 
the fleet, because, says Villehardouin, the greatest number of 
their sergeants-at-arms were on board. Jan de Neele and 
the other officers in command had promised Baldwin that 
after they had passed the Straits of Gibraltar they would join 
the army which had collected at Venice in whatever place they 
learned it had gone to. Villehardouin says that they had broken 
their word to their lord * because they were afraid of the great 
peril in which those at Venice were engaged.* The meaning 
of the phrase is doubtful. It probably signifies that those in 
the fleet deserted the enterprise in order to avoid the peril to 
which those in Venice seem to have exposed themselves.* If 
the writer meant the peril or danger of being delayed in 
Venice, then a comparison of the dates at which the troubles 
in Venice began with that of the arrival of this fleet at 
Marseilles will show that no such fear could have influenced 
the fleet. The messengers announcing the arrival of the 
fleet in Marseilies reached Venice probably in January 1203. 
They declared that the fleet proposed to winter at Marseilles 
and asked for orders. Baldwin, after consultation with the 
Doge, sent word to them to leave at the end of March and to 
proceed to Methroni, at the south-cast of the Peloponnesus, to 
meet the Venetian fleet. 'Alas!* says Villehardouin, *they 
acted so ill that they did not keep their word, but went away 
to Syria, where they knew that they could do no good.*^ The 
truth probably is that they had heard how the Crus«iders had 
been tricked and turned away from their purj)ose, and there- 
fore decided that they at least would go forward to fight the 
Moslem. If they were not strong enough to make an 
attempt on Egypt, they could at least ^ive aid to the 
Christians who were in Syria. If Villchardouin s sug^c^tion 
means that the Flemish flc*et could have been of u>e to the 
army for the puq)oscs of the Crusade, it is dishonest. The 
bargain for the attack on Zara was concluded before the 
fleet reached Marseilles. The capture of Zara had been 

• Vil!th.ir<l"»uin. x. 

' Thi» i» the incininj; %khich I)u C'ah|;c KiNt'v St*r >rti\itumi i^ti I't.'u- 
A*ir>iiMifK * Vilktiaidiuiin, c. xxL 




262 



THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



made in November. The contract to attack Constantinople 
was made at latest before the fleet reached the Adriatic, 
The fact is that Villehardouin seizes upon the very slightest 
shadow of evidence to afford proof of the necessity of 
abandoning the expedition to Egypt. 

The story of Villehardouin and his school, which attri- 
butes the diversion of the crusade to the want of men and to 
\ the pressure of the Venetians, is in the main true, but it is not 
I the whole truth. We have to turn to the non-official his- 
torians of the expedition in order to supplement and check 
the narrative of the official writers. The former arc less 
open to suspicion than the latter. They had fewer motives 
for misrepresentation. But even they were disposed to maJce 
the best of a bad business. They had no sympathy either 
with the Zarans or the Venetians. At the same time they 
were themselves Crusaders or derived their information from 
Crusaders, and were desirous of showing that the crusade had 
done something useful, if it were only the punishment of a 
nation which had refused to recognise the supremacy of the 
Pope. One advantage, however, they undoubtedly possess 
over the official writers. They do not consider themselves 
bound to conceal the conduct of Venice. The explanation 
they give of the diversion of the enterprise is that it was due 
solely to the conduct of the Republic. Enough might have 
been gathered from a careful search of the authorities known 
to exist even in the time of Gibbon to raise a strong presump- 
tion against the good faith of Dandolo, Boniface, and Philip 
of Swabia. But it has been reserved to our own time to 
complete the evidence against them ; to prove almost already 
to demonstration that the expedition was diverted from its 
purpose through the cupidity and treason of Venice, and that 
from this cause the army was converted into a band of robbers, 
who were to commit the great crime of the middle ages by the 
destruction of the citadel against which the hitherto irresistible 
wave of Moslem invasion had beaten and had been broken. 

Bearing in mind the difference in weight to be attached to 
the two classes of witnesses, it becomes necessary to put 
together their evidence. 
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The messengers of the Crusaders arrived in Venice in the 
middle of February I20i.' Their treaty with the Venetians 
for the transport of an army to Eg>*pt was made in the 
middle of March.* News of the signature of this treaty s^^'ij*- 
reached Malek-Adel, the Sultan of Eg>'pt, very shortJy after- JC"^,"^' 
wards, and filled him with alarm. The wca):encd condition ^.'l^*^"' 
of his country, due to natural causes and to the df\ i-ions in 
his own family, made it of the utmo-t importance thiU tl^ic 
crusading army should be diverted frcfm E;^ypt- An arrr.y 
very much inferior to the great hc'Sts of the '^hX cxpc^Jiti n 
would inevitably conquer tg> pt. Accordin;;^ , ?»IaIck-Af-':l 
set to work not only to repair his defence *^ but to buy o\cr 
the Venetians. In the autumn of the j>ame year two envoys 
were sent from Venice to this Sultan, pfA-^-ibly at his re<^Mr>t, 
were received by him with great distinction and occupie^j 
themselves at once with framing tcTms of fxiace, which later 
on took the form of a commercial treat)'. 

Meantime the Crusader** had been collecting. AcuAd.T.j^ 
to their contract with VtniLC, they were to be in that city 
and the tran.^ports were to be ready by St. John's l>ay, t>>c 
24th of June, 1 2C2, On the 1 3th of May, 1 202, the env^>>'s of 
Venice had corcludcd their treaty with Malck-Adeh Thi-* 7"- »»';. 
treaty a-ssured to the Vcr.ctians, ir; addition to rr.ar,y other j^^/ 
privileges, a district or r^i^arter in Alexandria, ar*d to the 
pilgrims who \i-:tcd the Ho.;, .^*pii>.hre ur.d<,T Vctirt an 
protection safety (< t their li-.c- ar. d '^^xd^. The .sultan vrt 
an emir, named >Lad }v:oir., to \'f:j.:cc to -/ c^re it , C /r- 
firmation. His rr.l — i^ n wh- -.uc// -fi.l, ar.d the treaty v^H. 
secretly ratified in J'/y 1202' 7h,c '^i^jnati.re rA treaty 
gives the explaricit;' n of t;<c di-.'^^^r .on of tr^- f' v.r^h cr-j h .*: 
from Kgypt an<i of it- -.' r.t .i.rc \'- r e Aa- h .^yr. 

forward playin^- a d .^I'.e h^i ./'d • ' h, r"- 

ment of March 12 J ( r- .i'.'f', ;r. a^r.'>f';-4r."; .'h 
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which she was to transport the army of the West to Eg>'^pt. 
She now signs a secret treaty with the enemy who was to be 
attacked. The successes which Pisa and Genoa had obtained 
over her in Constantinople were to be compensated by her 
successes over them in Egypt. The price of her triumph 
was the betrayal of Christendom. It was impossible to keep 
faith both with the Crusaders and with the Arabs. The 
signature of the treaty with the Sultan of Egypt meant that 
faith was to be broken with the followers of the Cross, and 
was therefore the immediate cause of the diversion of the 
enterprise from Egypt. The Crusaders at the time and for 
years afterwards suspected treachery, and some of the con- 
temporary writers did not hesitate to accuse Venice of 
betraying the expedition. But there is no evidence to prove 
that even any of the leaders had any certain knowledge that 
a treaty had been signed, by which the services of the Vene- 
tians in carrying the army to Egypt had become impossible. 
The presence of Sead Eddin in Venice, in July 1202, possibly 
gave rise to doubts as to the good faith of the Republic, 
though the presence of an envoy from the Sultan may have 
been concealed or may have been disregarded amid the 
multitude of visitors to the great centre of Eastern trade in 
Western Europe. If such doubts arose, the conduct of the 
Venetians to the Crusaders while at Lido increased them, 
while the attack upon Zara brought conviction into the 
minds of a large body of the army that they were not being 
fairly dealt with by the Venetians. It is probable that the 
belief that Venice was not acting fairly was one of the causes 
of the ill-feeling which showed itself in the riot between the 
Venetians and the Crusaders within a week after the occupa- 
tion of the city. But the secret of the treaty was well kept. 
The interest of Dandolo was, on the one hand, not to allow 
its provisions to transpire, and, on the other, to take advan- 
tage of every circumstance in order to divert the attention of 
the Crusaders from Egypt. Henceforward, and without any 
explanation being suggested, we find that the Crusaders 
speak rather of going to Syria than to Egypt. The arrival 
of a smaller number of Crusaders in Venice than had been 
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contracted for gave a plausible excuse to Dandolo, first, to 
delay the departure of the expedition, then to divert it towards 
Zara, and afterwards to keep it there during the winter. 
We have seen that he entirely succeeded. From the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty with the Sultan of Eg>^pt, in July 1202, the 
intention was to divert the expedition from its intended 
attack upon Egypt, the weakest and at the same time the 
most important point under Moslem sway. 

The evidence in support of an understanding between 
Venice and the Sultan, by which Venice was to prevent an 
attack upon Egypt, is already weighty, and will probably be 
conclusive when a more careful examination has been made 
of the Venetian archives. Charles Hopf, the greatest of 
German authorities on all that relates to the history of the 
East during the middle ages, and who had amassed large 
stores of materials for his historical works, appears to have 
had a copy of this treaty in his possession.* 

The treaty is mentioned by one of the earliest historians 
of the crusade. Arnold of Ibelino, the probable author of 
the 'Continuation of the History of William of Tyre,'' gives 
an acc()unt which is full of detail and which there is no reason 
to regard as seriously inaccurate. He Sciys that when the 
Sultan of Babylon, as the ruler of Egypt was then generally 
called, from the fortified town on the Nile which he usually 
occupied, heard that a great fleet had been chartered by the 
Christians to proceetl to Egj'pt, he sent for the cadis and priests 
to take council with him how he should save his country from 
the Chri.stians who were coming. He made various proposals 
for the defence of the countr>\ Then he sent messengers to 
Venice with rich presents to the Doge and the inhabitants. 
The mcsNcngcrs were charged to a?>k for the friendship of the 
Venetians, and to promise that if the Christians were diverted 

He ha-* K*^*^" ^'^^ anjl)NiH <>f it in mA. \\xxv. of the A//<^. A/ .//r* «/" Efi<.h tt 
Cr$»Ur I^ip/in, |S<>7 , p. I.H8. rnf<iriimaii ly uM his tUaih his o»llt cti«.n i*xs 
rithcr <ii^j»rr**«l or at ai.y rate \\x\ not licrn m.i<lf a\aiIaMc to historical stu<lcnt«. 
Sec a *ciy »4luj'. Ic c&..tiiiii.i()oii of the «khnle *ul jtcl in the ap|>cn(lii to i'omtc 
Ki.u.t'\ /nniS^nt ///., J^ht.'tf^/r ./< A»»i/4jV, ft H.^ntja^f^ T^fis, IS75. 

• Known as hit^'trt M Ara^/tj h"if^rtur, \>y. 250 J52. AVi. CrotiaJ<:s^ 
%m| 11 
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from their plan of an attack upon Egypt the Venetians should 
receive great treasures and large privileges in the port of 
Alexandria. The messengers went to Venice, and, as we 
have seen, succeeded.* 

The explanation, therefore, of the diversion of the cru- 
sading army from Egypt is to be found first and mainly in 
the treason of Venice. In order to obtain advantages of 
trade over her Italian rivals she had accepted a treaty which 
made it impossible for her to conduct the army of the Crojs 
to Egypt. The Crusaders grumbled, suspected treacher>', 
and did all they could to fulfil their vows, but all in vain. 
Venice had a fixed and definite purpose. Circumstances 
enabled her to force the Crusaders to go to Zara, and the 
winter once lost it became easier to divert the expedition 
from its original purpose than it had been a year previously. 
We shall now have to examine how it came about that 

• One MS. of Emoul or Arnold says, * et lor manda que se il povent tant 
faire que il n'alassent mie en la terre d'Egypte il lor donroit granz tresorz et granz 
franchises on port d'Alissandre.* Another, * En nuUe maniere qu'il destor- 
nassent les Chrestiens qu'il n'alassent.* All the MSS. quoted in the Reauil 
agree generally on these points. Two MSS. given by Buchon in Le Liz^ la 
Canqueste (Paris, 1845) give additional details, though one is probably only a 
variation of the above. One of them says * La nouvelle de ceste emprinse, dit-il, 
s'espandi moult loins. Quant li soudan d'Egypte, qui avoit este frere Salehadin 
et qui avoit son neveu de Damas d<^shirct^ entendi ces choses, il s*en ala en 
Eg}'pte et fist moult bien gamir les forteresses ; puis envoia en Venisse el manda 
aux Venissiens que, se il povoient tant fairc que il destournassent les crestiens 
dealer en Egypte, il leur donroit dou sien largenient ; et grans franchises avcroient 
en ses pors. Avec ce leur envoia biaux dons* (MS. Supp. 34, quoted in 
Buchon). The other says *Or vous dirai du soudan de Bal>ilone, qui freres 
avoit est6 Salehadin qui le terc d'Egj'pic avoit saisie apris sen neveu quant il fiit 
mors et qui sen autre neveu avoit deshcril^ de la tere de Damas el de la tere de 
Jherusalem qu'il fist. Quant il oi dire que li Crcstien avoient lev^ estoire pour 
venir en le tere de Egypte, il fit mettre boines gamisons en le tere de Damas ct 
de Jherusalem pour son neveu que il avoit dcsherit^. Et a dont s'en ala li soudans 
de Babilone en Egypte, pour prendre conseil coment il porroit mix le tere gamir 
encontre les Crestiens vaillans qui vcnoicnt en se tere. . . . Puis fist appareillier 
messages ; et si lor carqua grant avoir, et si les envoia en Venisse. Et si manda 
au due de Venise et as Venisiens salut et amisti^— et si lor envoia moult grans 
presens. Et si lor manda que— s'il pooicnt tant faire as Franchois que il n'alais- 
sent mie en le tere de' Egj'pte, que il lor donroit grant avoir, et si lor donroit 
grant franquisc el port d'Alixandre. Li message alerent en Vcnise et si fisent 
m(*ult bien che qu'il quisent as Venissiens — et puis si s'en repairierent arri^re en 
^'g)'P^*-'-'— ^JS. No. 7488' (quDtcd also from Buchon). 
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Dandolo was enabled again to prevent the Crusaders leaving 
for Egypt, and in so doing to carry out at once his part of 
the treaty with Egypt and to revenge his own wrongs and 
those of Venice against Constantinople. 



It now becomes necessary to examine one of the most 
interesting intrigues that have ever influenced the course of 
European history. During the winter at Zara the discontent 
of the Crusaders increased daily. The pilgrims saw their 
chance of being landed in Syria or Egypt rapidly diminishing. 
Apart even from the suspicion of Venetian treachery, they 
remembered that their contract with the Republic was only 
for a year, and expired in June. They had already seen that 
the Venetians adhered to the strict letter of their agreement 
in regard to payment. They would be equally exacting in 
regard to time. The expenses of the expedition had more- 
over exhausted the provisions and money they had brought 
with them. Even the money which the barons had been able 
to borrow was nearly spent. It was already difficult to obtain 
provisions.' If a further demand should be made for extra 
payment after June the army would be unable to meet it. 
Villchardouin insists that many attempts were made in 
presence of these difficulties to break up the expedition. 
Many of the Crusaders wished to return home ; many 
more wished to leave for Syria in order to accomplish 
the vow which they believed would l>c im|K)ssible of exe- 
cution if they remained with the Venetians. Hut while 
Dandolo was well content that the attack upon I'^yP^ 
been tcm|M)rarily avoi<lcd, he had his own reasons for pre- 
venting the break-up of the army. .So far he had been 
successful. Hut his own work was only half done. The i>p«i>ium 

(*nlv Irtn- 

expedition had been diverted from E^ypt. Venice had p-r.miy 
gained time. Still, if the Venetians kcj)t their part of the 
bargain, it was quite i>ossiblc that the army should be landed 
in Eg> pt, and should be able to fi^ht its way to sustenance 
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and victory. If the army broke up, the Crusaders might re- 
unite, and, with the aid of the Genoese and Pisans, the great 
rivals of the Venetians, still attack Egypt Such a result 
would be the humiliation of Venice and the discomfiture of 
Dandolo. The great Doge had long since provided against 
any such mishap. There is reason to believe that even before 
the expedition left Venice he had determined to make use of 
the crusading host against Constantinople. A conspiracy had 
j already been formed between Dandolo, Boniface, the com- 
1 mander-in-chief, and Philip of Swabia, which was to result in 
the greatest blow yet given to Christendom. 
Events in In Order to understand how this conspiracy had been 
nopie. " formed, we must recall briefly what had been passing in the 
imperial city. The reigning Emperor was Alexis the Third. 
He had deposed his brother Isaac in 1195, ^^id after putting 
out his eyes had imprisoned him in the dungeons of the 
Diplokionion, or in the tower of Anema. Isaac's son, Alexis, 
was allowed his liberty. At a time when Alexis the Third 
had apparently determined to kill young Alexis, his nephew 
and the lawful heir to the throne, the wife of the usurper 
warned Isaac of the contemplated crime. Isaac, according to 
the same authority, counselled his son to leave the city at 
once, and to escape to his sister, the wife of Philip of Swabia. 
, Young Alexis, either disguised as a common sailor or hidden 
I in a box carefully disguised,^ fled from Constantinople in a 
Pisan ship, and escaped the diligent search which was made 
for him by the imperial police. This was in the spring 
of I20L Contemporary Western writers, who have been 
followed in this respect by all historians until the present 
day, speak of young Alexis as the son of Isaac by Mar- 
garet, daughter of Bela of Hungary, his second wife. 
This marriage took place in 1185. Alexis, therefore, in 
1200, could not be older than fourteen or fifteen.* He 

' Chrcm, Novgorod, P- 93 • * Conductus est in navem ibique dolio tribus fundis 
instructo rcconditus.* The story of Nicetas is different. 

' Two facts arc op|X)sed to the accepted statement that Margaret was the mother 
of Alexis : ( I ) that the reigning Eni|)eror w rote to Innocent the Third that the 
youth was not f^rphyrogetutos ; and (2) that, according to Nicetas (p. 481), Mar- 
garet was only ten years old in 1 185 ; * rii^ fjulpaxa ffdij iLfitlfi^y,* Acrof*, p. 6. 
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had sent messengers to his sister (or more probably his 
half-sister), the wife of Philip, imploring the help of her hus- 
band. He made his way, according to Villehardouin, to 
Ancona,' in Italy. His movements, however, after leaving 
Constantinople, are doubtful. The balance of the evidence of 
contemporary writers seems to show that he went direct to 
Philip of Swabia,* after calling at Sicily, and possibly taking 
Ancona on the way. According to one writer, he was in 
July at Warzburg, where Philip held his court.' Apparently 
he continued with Philip until the end of the year, where, as 
I have already mentioned, he would have seen Boniface. In 
the summer of 1202 he was in Hungary,* probably on his way 
to the Pope with a request for aid. In August, or the begin- 
ning of September, he was at Verona.* 

In order to understand why he had returned to Italy, we 
must trace the events which had hapjx^ned in the interval 
between his flight from Constantinople and his arrival in 
Hungary. Young Alexis had ai)pcalcd» as we have seen, to 
his sister and her husband Philip. The Swabian king wished 
for many reasons to help him. Philip, who claimed to be King 
of the Romans, was the head of the party opj>oscd to the Po|>e. 
On the death of the Emperor Henry the Si.Kth, the Pope and 
other princes had refused to recognise his infant son Frederic 
as his successor. Philip, brother of Hcnr>\ on failing to have phiiipof 
his nephew recognised, h<id succeeded in having himself 
clccteil Kmpcror by one party, while Otho of Brunswick had 
been selected by the Guclfs. The Pope op|K)sed the preten- 
sions of Philip, and had carrietl his opj>osition to such an 
extent that in March 1201 Philip had been excommunicated. 
The result to the pretender had been very serious. His sub- 
jects were absolved from their obedience. Many nobles 
and ecclesiastical princes had withdrawn from or were wavcr- 
int; in their allo;;iance. Others, like the Bishop of HaUxrrstadt, 

* \ illi }inf<I<'nih« xv. c. 70. 

* (iun!l)t'r, viii. ; i'',r^>fti /ut Jf .lAv.V, p. |o, an>l I'hr^yftiua i/i .\hr(a^ p. 
416; Ch^t^ttt iti/i i,'r. A*.'"/J«/^ of 1 liiilt > Il« pf. ; Ki^« I'l, p. 55; CHr*utijta 
A." i '.'.'M. (/V. A\'"i. <*ril('|'f; oi.tl "(Iki^. 

■ lU.hnur, A' ; / ' /' /"fit^ p. 12. * CoHltituattO^ Z%. 

* \ tilcJiAr»l"uin, t%. c. 70. 
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had joined the crusade in order to avoid the necessity of 
choosing between their temporal and their spiritual lord. 

Philip was a delicate, fragile looking man of the blond 
German type, whose appearance suggested weakness. The 
physical weakness at least was more apparent than real. He 
could hold his own in the manly pursuits of his time. He had 
been brought up by his father for the Church, and had been 
carefully trained in the monastery of Adelsburg, founded by 
a vassal of the House of Hohenstaufen. His education or 
natural temper made him a narrow churchman, a man ready 
for intrigue and for persistent petty opposition — a man, too, 
full of ambition. His great chance of recovering influence 
was to show that notwithstanding the Pope he could hold his 
own. If in so doing he could thwart the great object of the 
Pontiff's life, not only would he have succeeded in triumphing 
over his rival, but he might expect that those who had deserted 
him would return to their allegiance. 

The arrival of messengers from Alexis corresponding with 
the collection of the crusading army appears at a very early 
period to have suggested the idea to Philip that the crusade 
might be made use of, under the pretext at least of assisting 
his brother-in-law. Philip had, however, selfish reasons which 
disposed him to help young Alexis. He seems to have per- 
suaded himself that he had a right to the imperial throne of 
the East through his wife, and one of his dreams was that it 
might be possible to unite the two empires of the New and 
the Elder Rome in his own person. Thus the indignation 
which he had a right to feel at the deposition and imprison- 
ment of his wife's father urged him to a course which coincided 
with that which his own ambition would dictate. Add to this 
that the disastrous result of the last crusade had been most 
keenly felt in Germany, and that any movement against the 
Empire in the East was sure to be popular with his own sub- 
jects, and we see that the motives which urged Philip to assist 
young Alexis were exceedingly strong. If he could help him 
by turning the crusade into a weapon against the reigning 
Emperor in Constantinople, he would at the same time succeed 
in recovering the allegiance of those of his own subjects whom 
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the Pope's excommunication had caused to waver. He could 
let the Pope see that he was more powerful than his rival, and 
even Innocent might think it well to side with the stronger 
claimant. His own power would be enormously increased. 
He might be not only the triumphant leader of the Ghibelin 
party, but lord of the East and of the West. 

Impelled by such motives, the appointment of Boniface. 
Marquis of Montferrat. to the command of the crusading army 
on the death, in May 1201, of Theobald of Champagne, sup- 
plied the instrument he required. If Boniface could be induced 
to act with him, a successful attack might be made on Con- 
stantinople, and his plans appeared assured of success. Boni- Boniface, 
face, as Robert dc Clari is careful to point out, was a relative MoSfc?mi' 
of Philip. His father was William of Montferrat, who had an^ihc 

* connection 

played an important part on the Ghibelin side. This William of his 
had married Sophia, daughter of Frederic Barbarossa, and thc*'^!"*^ 
sister or half-sister of Philip.' In the contest for the imperial 
throne, which had commenced on the death of Henry the 
Sixth in 1 197 between Philip and Otho of Brunswick, Innocent 
himself had sent lk)niface wi^h the Archbishop of Mayence to 
tr>' to arrange their diflcrcnccs. The mission had, however, 
failed. Not only was Boniface acquainted with the affairs of 
Philip, but he had occasion to be well versed in what was 
passing at Constantinople. The family of Montferrat was 
well acquainted with the Kast. Six of its members had con- 
tracted marriages with the imperial family. William, the 
father of Ik)niface, had four sons, each of whom connected his 
name with the histor>' of the crusades, and three of them very 
closely with that of Constantinople. These sons were William, 
sumamed Longsword, Conrad, Rt ynicr, and Boniface. 

The eldest was for a time thcho|>cof the Crusaders. The 
family was related to those of the Roman Emperor in the 
West, the King of France, and other powerful princes. He 
married in 1 175 the daughter of Baldwin the Fourth, the King 
of Jerusalem, and received in dowry the earldoms of Jaffa 
and Ascalon, but died two months afterwards, 

• Sec Rental- -j^jical taMc uf the family »*i \li*n'UiiJi\ Ptt i'au^y^ jjoQ, Vgui-* ttl. 
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The second son, who became Marquis of Montferrat on the 
death of WiHiam, was that Conrad whom we have seen in 
Constantinople, aiding the Emperor to resist the attack upon 
the city by Branas. We have seen also that after his marriage 
with Theodora, sister of Isaac, he refused to follow the Emperor 
to Adrianople, was dissatisfied with his honours, and went to 
Palestine in 1 187, where he played a most important part 
during the next four years, and especially distinguished himself 
in the siege of Tyre. After marrying Isabella, to the disgust 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury and other churchmen, and 
after having quarrelled with Richard, and having been named 
King of Jerusalem, he was killed by one of the assassins in 
1 192. Robert de Clari alleges that Isaac behaved treacher- 
ously to Conrad even when he had organised an army of 
Latins to oppose Branas ; that when the marquis went out of 
the city to meet the rebel the Emperor shut the gate upon 
him instead of following with his own troops. Nicetas dis- 
tinctly contradicts this statement, and states that the Emperor 
himself commanded the right wing and Manuel Camyzes the 
left wing. It is not improbable that the story of Clari is one 
which only passed into circulation about the time of the 
capture of Constantinople, when the family and partisans of 
Montferrat found it convenient to find grievances against that 
of Isaac. 

Reynier, the third son of William of Montferrat, younger 
brother of Conrad and elder brother of Boniface, had married 
Maria, daughter of the Emperor Manuel. He was at the time 
a beardless boy, and she a woman remarkably robust, and 
thirty years of age.' The Western writers declare that he 
received as dowry the kingdom of Salonica, though no Greek 
writer mentions a fact so important He died without children 
after the murder of Conrad, and his only surviving brother was 
Boniface.^ 

Thus the leader of the expedition, if we are to judge by 

* Niccta-s 222. 

' A charter of 1204 states that Boniface sold to the Venetians his rights to ihc 
fiefs given by Manuel to his father^ probably a mistake for his brother ( Tafcl H 
ThoniaSf i. 513). 
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narratives which were written by men whose object was 
in most cases to find an excuse for the conduct of Boniface, 
had family grievances which made him hostile to Constanti- 
nople. He considered himself tie jure King of Salonica as 
inheritor of the dowry of Reynier. He had also, if Clari is to 
be believed, to revenge the attempt upon the life of his other 
brother Conrad. Philip and he had therefore each his own 
reason for wishing to attack the Kmperor Alexis. It is by no 
means improbable that they had discussed and decided upon 
a plan of attacking the Empire during the time that Theobald 
of Champagne was still alive.* The elcctit)n of Honiface had 
taken place in June 1201. In August he took the Cross 
and was solemnly invested with the title of Captain of the 
Christian Army. Shortly afterwards, as we have already seen, 
he left Burgundy for the court of Philip of Swabia, which was 
then at Hagenau, where he arrived at the end of the year, 
and where he probably found young Alexis. It is in the 
highest degree probable that he had taken this long journey 
on the invitation of Philip, and it is equally probable that the 
object of Philip w^s to urge him to make use of the crusade 
to restore the Km|>eror Isaac, or to place his son Alexis on 
the throne. It is, however, impossible to do more than surmise 
what passed during the weeks which Boniface si>cnt at the 
court of Philip. The * Gcsta * of Innocent the Third state that 
a treaty was concluded between them by which the crusatling 
army was bound to place young Alexis on the throne at 
Constantinople.' ITie existence of such a treaty is not 
improbable, but as no mention is made of it by other con- 
temporary writers, such an agreement either never existed or 
was kept secret, or, what is more probable, was merely an under- 
standing which it was unnecessary ami undesirable either to 
disclose or to reduce to definite form in writing. While there 
is nothing in the subsequent story of the crusade to indicate 

• Scr on lhi-> j^nnt the c»aminalic»n l»y ('«mnt Ki.tn! in Ittttc. Ill, PhtL tt 
Bcmtja^f^ I'p. 36. 37. Thi* authoi )pcIkvc\ ll^.nifacc In liavc l«-rn ihc Mt ui 
Agrnt of Phili|k. i%ro hcf«»rc be «»JU app'intol to the c nnnan-l nf the cru«a«linj; 
army. See, himcvct, the arpnntnf^ t»n the itihrr --ilc m M. Julc* Tc*-Kr'» 

• ii€^ta Jmmc, ///. N<v S v 
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that Philip and Boniface had not a complete understanding, 
there is a large amount of evidence to suggest that they had. 
It is especially noteworthy that several contemporary writers 
speak of Philip having assumed the direction of the expedi- 
tion from the time he was visited by Boniface. 
Young The struggle between the Pope and Philip in regard to the 

Alexis visits , - • .iT 

Rome. use to be made of the fourth crusade began with the opening 
of the year 1 202. Well knowing that the object dearest to 
the heart of Innocent after the success of the expedition was 
the union of the Eastern and Western Churches, Philip sent 
Alexis to Rome * to ask for aid, and to put this union now, 
as always in these and all subsequent negotiations, in the front 
as the chief advantage to be gained in return for such aid. 

In January or February 1202, Boniface himself left the 
court of Philip with an embassy for Rome. His mission 
from the King of the Romans was twofold, to urge the Pope 
to assist Alexis and to present the protest of the German 
nobles against the PontifFs support of Otho. By putting in 
the front the promise of young Alexis to aid in bringing 
about the utiion of the churches, the Pope might be induced 
to support him. If he did so he could hardly continue to 
support Otho, since Philip's influence with the army would 
then be too powerful to be disregarded. If the Pope refused, 
it remained to be seen what could be done through Boniface 
with the Venetians and the Crusaders. 

Boniface Boniface reached Rome early in March 1202.* Alexis 

visits 

Koine. had already been received in solemn audience by the Pope, 
the cardinals, and the Roman nobility. He had asked for 
justice against his umcle. He urged that the whole city 
desired that he should become Emperor,^and he insisted much 
upon his power to bring about a union of the two churches. 
The Pope seems to have hesitated as to the answer which he 
should give. The offer was tempting, and especially perhaps 
because Alexis insisted that he had a large party devoted to 
his interests in the New Rome which would be ready to rise 
on his approach.* The Pope concluded by distinctly refusing 

> ChroM.di Morea. ' March II, Winkleman, p. 256. 

* Chron. Novgorod, 
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to promise any aid to Alexis. On the arrival of Boniface the 
proposals were again submitted, but with a like result Shortly 
afterwards the latter left Rome in deep disappointment, having 
altogether failed in the accomplishment of his and Philip's 
designs. 

From the moment of the failure in Rome, Boniface turned 
his attention to the execution of his designs by means of the 
army under his command. After a short visit made by 
himself and Alexis to Boniface *s domains at Monlfcrrat, wc 
find the Pretender at Verona, the city which commands the 
Brenner pass, by which the German pilgrims came, as well 
as the road through Lombardy along which the Crusaders 
coming from France must needs travel. 

On August 15, 1202, Boniface arrived in Venice. He iicgoesio 
found the army, as wc have already seen, on the Lido in a ****** 
state of the greatest distress. Forbidden to leave the island, 
plague-stricken, in need of provisions, wishing to be about 
their sacred business, they regarded the Venetians as the cause 
of all their ills. But they could hardly look upon Boniface 
with great affection or confidence, lie had been chosen only 
after the command had been refused by several others. He 
had seen less of the army than Baldwin of Flanders and others 
who had done their best to lessen the troubles of the Crusaders, 
and who had at least shared them. 

Harly in September an embassy arrived in Venice from rrr.p<»».iis 
Alexis in Verona, A mcxrting twk place between the mcs- Alexis, 
sengers of Alexis and the leaders of the army. The proposals 
of Alexis were submitted. A reply w.is gi\*en that a message 
should be sent to Philip with Alexis, who had sent word that 
he was going to his uncle. The mcs^af;e to Philip was in 
these words: 'If Philip will aid us to recover the land 
doutre-mcr we will help Alexis to rcc«»vcr liis own land*' 

It is clear that the mass of the Crus;idcrs knew little or 
nothing of this emba>sy or of this messa^a-. Probiibly I)an- 
dolo on the part of the Venetians. Itoniface the commander- 
in-chief, and three or four of the leaders, including Villehar- 
douin himself, were al<uie in the secret. It did not suit thr 



\ ii:> hjt-l .. r., sec. 7J. 



f a 




THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



conspirators yet to reveal their project, and we shall see that 
when it was made known to the army it was made to appear 
that the proposal to go to Constantinople was a quite recent 
suggestion, due to the necessities in which the Crusaders found 
themselves after wintering at Zara, instead of part of a well- 
planned conspiracy. 

Still no definite agreement with the Crusaders and with 
Venice was yet arrived at. The project of Alexis had been 
favourably received ; had been accepted in principle by the 
leaders. Almost immediately afterwards, and probably in 
September, Boniface again left the army, and remained absent 
until after the conquest of Zara. During a part at least of 
this time he was at Rome, where also was Cardinal Peter 
Capuano. Thus, while the crusading army was leaving Venice, 
its two chiefs, one in temporal and the other in spiritual things, 
were absent. 



Innocent Boniface appears to have won over the Cardinal entirely 
acfep/*' to his views. In spite of the way in which Peter Capuano 
them. had been treated by the Venetians, he appears on this visit to 
Innocent to have made light of the expedition to Zara ; to 
have spoken of it as a nrierely temporary incident, the punish 
ment of a half heretical people by the occupation of their city, 
and as a punishment which would not entail the shedding of 
Christian blood. What is perhaps more remarkable is that 
in this visit to the Pope the Cardinal rather than Boniface 
seems to have been the chief advocate in favour of the pro- 
posal to help Alexis.' It is easy to see what would be the 
arguments used. The Crusaders were short of money : had 
spent what they had, had been unable to borrow more, and 
had been compelled to agree to the Zara arrangement in order 
to get rid of their obligations to the Venetians. Boniface 
would be careful to point out that the arrangement with 
Venice expired in June, and to urge that an expedition to 
Constantinople, with the object merely of restoring young 
Alexis, would be the only means of supplying money for the 
expedition ; the only means of buying over the aid of the 
Venetians, without whom it could never reach cither Egypt or 



* Inno. in. Epist, vUi. 
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Syria, and in short the only means of preventing the crusade 
from absolute failure. 

Innocent remained firm ; refused to give any approval to 
the Zaran expedition ; disavowed the legate's approbation, 
and sent tb the army an injunction to restrain them from 
accomplishing their unrighteous purf)osc. In reference, how- 
ever, to the project for giving aid to young Alexis, the argu- 
ments of Cardinal Peter and of Boniface made more impression. 
The Pope indeed formally refused to sanction the proposal. 
He did more. Knowing that the Cardinal -agreed with Boni- 
face, he forbade him to return to the army. But, notwith- 
standing this attitude of opposition, he appearsXto have 
thought it desirable at this time to keep the question in sus- 
pense. An embassy had been sent to Venice by the Emperor 
Alexis the Third to endeavour to bring about an alliance with 
the Republic. It was, however, too late, and was treated with 
ignominy. From Venice it appears to have gone to Rome. 
The Emjxrror seems from the first to have suspected the de- 
signs of Philip, of Ik>niface, and of Dandolo, and his embassy 
was the bearer of a golden bull asking for the aid of the Poi>e 
against these designs. Innocent regarded the opportunity as 
favourable to his own plans. The great inducement which 
the young Alexis had oflcred to obtain the PontifTs support 
was the union of the churches, an object only less dear to 
Innocent than the success of the crusade. While promising 
aid to Alexis, the reigning Emperor, he did so conditionally 
Uj)on this union being brought about. At the same time he 
sent word to the army distinctly forbidding the Crusaders to 
attack Romania. 

The mcN^cngers sent to Philip by the Crusaders in Venice 
during September, to submit the proposition for assisting 
Alexis, arrived in Germany in October. Probably about the 
same time Philip would hear of the failure of the negotiations 
at Rome. This ill news would, however, be more than counter- 
l>alanced by the tidings of the great obstacle put in the way 
of the crusade by Venice. If the Republic could thus divert 
the expedition from its object, there was every reason to hope 
that with Uandolo's help he would be able to turn its energy 
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to the accomplishment of his purpose. Henceforward Philip 
acted more boldly, and was recognised by all as taking the 
leading part in the direction of the crusade. He negotiated the 
agreement that was to be made for aiding young Alexis. He 
acted at once as his guardian and guarantor. He sealed on 
his own behalf the treaty when concluded. In November 
the messengers of the Crusaders left Philip, accompanied by 
German plenipotentiaries. They arrived at Venice in the 
middle of December, and on the ist of January, 1203, made 
their appearance at Zara, whither they had followed the army. 

Alexis left the court of Philip probably at the same time 
as the messengers for Zara, but appears to have diverged in 
order to visit his uncle Emeric, king of Hungary. 

In the middle of December Boniface had arrived at Zara. 
If the account of Robert de Clari is to be trusted, something 
like a comedy was arranged between him and Dandolo. The 
latter saw that the pilgrims were uneasy. The leaders were 
aware that they had not provisions enough for an expedition 
to Egypt or to Syria, and they had given out that even if they 
had they could do nothing when they reached either of these 
two countries. Dandolo therefore said to them : * Sirs, in 
Greece * there is a bountiful supply of all things. If we can 
find a reasonable occasion to go there and to take provisions 
and other things, then we can easily manage to go outre-mer* 
Then uprose Boniface, Marquis of Montferrat, and explained 
that at Christmas time he had been in Germany at the court 
of Philip, where he had seen young Alexis, whose father had 
been treacherously driven from his throne. * Whoever,' said 
Boniface, * has this young man can go into the land of Con- 
stantinople and take provisions and what is needed.'* Hence, 
according to Robert, the messengers were sent to Alexis in 
order that by inducing him to come the Crusaders might have 
boine acoison, rasnauvle ocaision, to go to Constantinople. 

On New Year's Day, 1203, the messengers returned from 
Philip, accompanied by those whom that king had sent. 

* (Ircccc and Romania are used as synonymous terms by many of the Western 
writers. 

* Robert tie Clari, xvii. 
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Ilcnccfoni'ard it was impossible to keep the object of their 
mission secret. 

The organisation of the Crusaders for the purpose of 
taking a decision was not unlike that which prevailed through* 
out most European states.* Substitute the leaders and the 
great barons for the king, the lesser barons of the army and 
the knights for the lords, and the whole army for the commons, 
and the parallel will be complete. The leaders took the 
initiative. Then the parliament of lesser barons and knights 
had the proposition submitted to them, and lastly the com- 
mons of the army had to give their approval. The leaders 
had been consulted at Venice, and had accepted in principle 
the proposal to aid Alexis in return for his subsequently 
assisting the army. At Zara the proposition in a definite 
shape had to be submitted to the parliament of lesser barons 
and knights. 

The day after the arrival of the two embassies from Proposals 
Germany, namely, on the 2nd of January, this parliament 

mitted to 

was held, to consider the proposals of Philip. The leaders SfhwSJII' 
of the expedition and their great barons — French, Flemish, 
German, and Lombard — were present There were also as 
of right the bishops and abbots who were with the army. 
It is probable, too, that Uandolo and his council also attended, 
since they, too, had taken the Cross, The five bishops were, 
with one exception, likely to be favourable to the plans of 
Philip. Of the four Cistercian abbots, two were partisans of 
the King of the Romans, and two believed that it was shame- 
ful to divert the crusade from its lawful object ; one of the 
latter, the Abbot of Vaux and Cemay, as we have seen, had 
had the courage, at the risk of his life, to read the letters 
announcing excommunication against those who had taken 
|)art in the capture of Zara. The French barons were divided. 
The most important, I^ldwin of Flanders, Louis of Blois, 
and ilugues of St. Paul, were under the influence of Philip. 
The barons of Lombardy, as might be expected, were under 
the same influence through Boniface. The leader of those 

• E^Uiratitmumh *) I'iiUkarJomim, p. 463, par M. dc Wailly. Thii wrilrt 
•u)g^t» that the f««in «a* tftccully c««|>tcd frtun tiMt of Venice. 
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who were in favour of loyally carrying out the expedition as 
Innocent intended was Simon de Montfort, who appears to 
have exercised a considerable influence, but who was intem- 
perate and rash. The German barons were divided. Those 
who had taken the side of Otho in his dispute with Philip 
were probably among the pilgrims who had gone to the Holy 
Land by other routes. Those who had left Germany for the 
purpose of avoiding the excommunication which the Pope 
had pronounced against Philip, and had left, in most instances, 
against his wish, were unwilling to excite his anger by oppo- 
sition to his designs. Those who were not under his suzerainty. 
Hke the great barons of Belgium and of Franche Comte, 
were more independent. The Venetians, under Dandolo, no 
doubt went into the parliament to accept a foregone conclu- 
sion. The expedition to Romania would require an extension 
of time for the employment of the fleet chartered from Venice, 
and would therefore greatly enrich the Republic. Dandolo 
knew that its great advantage would lie in its enabling him 
to keep his promise towards the Sultan of Egypt, since, if 
the Crusaders ever fought against the infidel, it would be in 
Syria and not in Egypt. All the Venetians hoped that the 
Republic would thus be enabled to punish Constantinople, and 
at least to obtain better concessions from the Empire than 
any other Italian state ; while, finally, the desire of Dandolo 
to be revenged upon the Empire would be gratified. 

The place of meeting was a palace occupied by Dandolo* 
The nw^ssengers were introduced, and explained that they 
had come from Philip. Villehardouin professes to give the 
words of their message : * My lords, says the King. I shall 
send you my wife's brother. I put him in the hand of God 
and in yours. Since you are fighting for God, for right, and 
for justice, you ought, if you can, to restore to their inherit- 
ance those who have been wrongfully dispossessed. If you 
are willing, he, Alexis, will make with you the best agree- 
ment that anybody ever made, and will give you the most 
powerful aid for conquering the Holy Land. In the first 
place, if God allows you to restore him, he will place the 
whole of Romania under obedience to Rome. Moreover, he 



Digitized by 



THE PLOT. 



2Sr 



knows that you have exhausted your substance and are poor. 
He will give you, therefore, two hundred thousand silver 
marks and provisions to all in the army, small and great. 
He will personally go with you into the land of Babylon, or, 
if you prefer it^ will send there ten thousand men at his 
expense, and will keep them there for a year ; and for the 
rest of his life he will maintain, at his own expense, five 
hundred knights in the Holy Land as a guard. My lords, 
we have full powers to conclude an agreement on these terms, 
provided you are also willing. And remember that so good 
an arrangement was never offered, and he who refuses it will 
show that he has no wish for conquest.' These are the terms 
of the proposal as given by Villehardouin. There werp other 
conditions which regarded the Venetians, and which may on 
that account have been omitted by the marshal. The advances 
made to the Republic were to be repaid. The contract for 
the freight of the Venetian transports was to be renewed for 
another year on its expiration in June, and the Republic was 
to receive one hundred thousand marks.' 

The messengers had brought with them letters from Philip, 
ordering the Germans under his rule, under strict injunctions,' 
to support the proposal for the restoration of Alexis. He 
promised the French and Flemings that if Alexis should 
come to his own, he would always keep open a road through 
Romania safe and free.' 

The meeting was adjourned until the next day. When it 
took place the division of opinion amongst the barons became 
at once e\ ident The Abbot of Vaux, who represented the 

* Ant^/, C^rM., Ilallicmadt. Kuticrt dc CUri and othcnmcntion the fthi|H 
and victtuli fur another jrar. 

* * Thctrihonku autcm, pro co quod ml jurii oac vidcbantur, hanc rem mcu* 
rkntus et iiiipcri(«ius injungelwt ; marchicmem, c«)|^tuin luum, ejus, qiuc inter 
r<H crat. cumimmcbat propincjuitatU ; Flandrensc« aique Francif^cnas et Venetoa, 
et alianim rcgkmum homines, omni precum molimine »cdu]iu exunil«t, certiaaime 
pfumiitrnt, m ille, auxilio iptorum, iedetn warn rcciperet, pcrr|;nnts omnibus, 
tam prr TheuCbuoian quam per lotam GrKciam, tuiam ac liberain in perpetuum 
(latere viam. Accedebal etiam ad hoc quod idem juvcnii cerlt«*inie poUicebalur, 
%i riribtt« eotum re«tilulut (ofrl, ek in commune argenii trecenta marcorum miUia 
Mr daturum.' Gunlher, c. viii. Kxwv9*» Sa^ra. 

* Ciunlher, p, 77, i>. 
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party which Villehardouin insists was desirous of breaking up 
the army, declared that he and his friends would not agree to 
the proposal, though even this writer tells us that they gave 
as their reason that they had not left their homes for such 
work as that proposed, and that they wished to go to Syria. 
Those, says Gunther, who were anxious for the success of the 
Cross earnestly dissuaded the rest from accepting the pro- 
posals of Philip. They urged that the restoration could not 
be effected without bloodshed. The plan, says this writer, 
seemed foolish and dishonest ; foolish, because a few foreigners 
were not likely to take a city so well fortified and so populous, 
and where there was sure to be much slaughter ; dishonest, 
because they were departing from the holy purpose to which 
they had pledged themselves. I give the answer of the Vene- 
tian party in Villehardouin's own words : * Beaux seigneurs, 
you can do nothing in Syria, and you can see that by those 
who have left us and gone to other ports. Remember that 
it is either by the land of Babylon or by Greece that the 
Holy Land will be recovered if it ever be recovered. And 
if we refuse this proposal we shall be disgraced for ever.' 
Feeling ran high. As I have already said, the Cistercians or 
White Friars were themselves divided. The Abbot of Loos 
and others spoke in favour of accepting the agreement in 
order to keep the army together, and as a means by which 
the expedition might best succeed in obtaining its object. 



Proposals The Abbot of Vaux replied that all this was wrong. Whether 
oeptedL they Succeeded or not, they were at least bound to do what 
was right Boniface, Baldwin of Flanders, and others, declared 
that they would be ashamed to reject the offer. Their influence 
overwhelmed all opposition, and the result was that the agree- 
ment was accepted upon the conditions already mentioned.* 



The two leaders mentioned, together with the Earl of 
St. Paul, swore to observe the treaty, and did their best to 
induce the French barons to do the same. Only eight, how- 
ever, consented to sign. Among the whole of the leaders 
only the seals of sixteen could be obtained.* 



' Villehardouin, ch. xix. and xx. 
« Jh. 99. 
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Upon the signature of this agreement the messengers from 
Philip left Zara. They were accompanied on their journey 
homewards by two Crusaders, who were to bring young 
Alexis to the camp. Part of the arrangement was that the 
Pretender sliould join the crusading army within a fortnight 
after Easter, that is, not later than the 20th of April 

The news of this arrangement could not be altogether 
concealed from the Crusaders, and increased the dissatisfac- 
tion already felt Only the barons, however, had any definite 
knowledge of the agreement. The project, which had been 
approved in principle at Venice by the leaders, had now been 
advanced a great step further by its acceptance in the parlia- 
ment of the barons and knights. It had not, however, been 
submitted or even published to the army, whose approval was 
nevertheless necessary. Such particulars as had leaked out 
increased the number of deserters and raised a bitter opposi- 
tion. Many of the people, says the author of the ' Devastatio,' 
assembled and conspired together and swore they would not 
go into Romania.* The most notable opponent was again 
Simon de Montfort He and his followers determined to 
refuse to follow Boniface, and when, a little later, the expedi- 
tion left Zara, they went to Hungary, where they were well 
received by the King.' 

Meantime the leaders of the crusade had become anxious Aiiiiudc^of 
to make their peace with Innocent They had allowed them- thcThira. 
selves to be persuaded by the Venetians into an attack upon 
a Christian army. They had violated their oaths, and had 
incurred the terrible penalties of excommunication. The 
strong party in the army which had protested against the 
attack upon Zara would naturally represent the facts in their 
own light to the Pope, while the King of Hungary would 
claim restitution of his territory, compensation for the injury 
done to him, and the punishment of the offenders. Accord- 
ingly, during the last days of December, the leaders of the 
expedition sent Nivelon, Bishop of Soissons, and John dc 
Noyon to Rome to represent their case to the Holy Sec, and 
to ask for absolution. They were authorised to speak on 
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behalf of the Crusaders only— not on behalf of the Venetians. 
They were accompanied by the German abbot Martin, whose 
object was to obtain the Pope's permission to return home. 

Innocent had been put on his guard, and could not be 
unprepared for the tidings which they were charged to convey 
to him. He knew enough of what had gone on at Venice 
to suspect Dandolo. The propositions which had been sub- 
mitted to him in November by Boniface had warned him that 
the leader of the army would be ready to play into the hands 
of the Venetians, in return for their support of Philip's designs 
in favour of young Alexis. It is probable that the proposals 
for a truce among the Western princes made by Innocent at 
this time were due to his desire to place difficulties in the way 
of the execution of these designs. If Otho could gain time 
by means of such a truce, he could form a league which might 
be sufficiently strong to occupy all the energy of Philip. Ac- 
cordingly, when Bishop Nivelon and John de Noyon arrived 
in Rome, in the early part of February, the Pope was ready to 
hear their news. Before their arrival he had sent to Peter 
Capuano, who was in the neighbourhood of Zara, a solemn 
bull of excommunication against the Venetians, together with 
a letter which he was directed to forward to the army. 
* Satan,' said he, * has pushed you to flesh your swords upon 
a Christian people. You have offered to the devil the first- 
fruits of your pilgrimage. You have not directed your ex- 
pedition against Jerusalem or against Egypt. Loyalty to the 
Cross you bear, respect for the King of Hungary and his 
brother, and to the authority of the apostolic see which gave 
you on this subject precise orders, ought to have prevented 
you from doing such wickedness. We exhort you to put a 
stop to the destruction, and to restore all the plunder to the 
envoys of the King of Hungary. Unless this be done you 
will be liable to the excommunication which you have in- 
curred, and you will be deprived of all the benefits of the 
crusade which have been promised you.' The letter further 
required that the Crusaders should give written declarations 
under seal that they would not again attack Christian nations. 
The pardon granted to them was to be conditional on such 
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declarations being made and observed. In particular they 
were to pledge themselves not to attack Greece, either under 
pretext that they would thus be able to bring about the union 
of the churches or to punish the crimes committed by Alexis 
the Third. 

VV^hcn the messengers arrived from the army, they did Report 
their best to excuse the conduct of the Crusaders, but they ui^^nt 
si)oke to a man who was their superior in intelligence, and 
who probably was to a considerable extent behind the scenes. 
One of the knights who accompanied Nivelon and John de 
Noyon refused to explain the matter as the majority wished ; 
in doing which, says Villehardouin, he perjured himself. The 
others excused themselves to the Pope by saying that the 
Crusaders had done the best they could under the circum- 
stances. They laid all the blame on those who had not come 
to Venice, and had thus placed the army at the mercy of the 
Republic. They declared that to hcfp the Venetians against 
Zara was the only way of keeping the army together, and 
that in so doing they belic\ed they had been acting in con- 
formity with the Pope's wish.' Innocent expressed to the 
deputies his deep grief at the conduct of the Crusaders. 

Probably there were many interviews and much long and lu arpc^u 
anxious consideration on the part of the Pope during the days 
which followed their arrival. They had left Zara, as we have 
seen, before the signature of the agreement for the restoration 
of Alexis (Januar}' 2), but they were probably aware that such 
a convention w.is contemplated. The conditional form of 
the absolution shows that the Pope had either heard from 
some other source of this pact, or believed it to be probable. 
After some time, he addressed to the barons a second letter. 
This was especially intended to influence the great body of 
the army. The Pope attempted indirectly to appeal to the 
rank and file against the leaders. The soldiers ucrc not to 
be led away by any excuses, InncKcnt knew that they were 
not in the secret of the leaders. They at least had little to 
gain by the execution of Philip s projects, and cared nothing 

• A// /. vi. 100: • Krminivcn* t\c roiMtlto vr«tro mtilfj f\i wmuUnH* t/fp 
|f» o ct lempote u Vcncti ail iti •.vitutonem %j'»tu a*|MrAfen'.* 
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for political intrigues. Hence, the Pope's policy of making 
the absolution conditional upon their not again attacking a 
Christian country was likely to have, as we shall see that it 
had, a considerable measure of success. Pardon was to be 
granted provided they did not attack the Greeks. The Pope, 
addressing the leaders, did not offer them the usual saluta- 
tions. He was perforce compelled to grant them absolution if 
the expedition to which he had attached so much importance, 
and from which he hoped so much, were to have any chance 
of success. But even in doing so, he did not spare his re- 
proaches. He admitted the excuse of necessity which the 
deputies had pleaded. But reparation was necessary, and 
this could only be made by restoring the whole of the booty. 
He declared that the absolution given by the bishops was not 
valid. Cardinal Peter was instructed to receive their oaths to 
be obedient henceforward to the Pope's orders, and Innocent 
again declared that it was only on such an oath being sworn 
and kept that the excommunication could be raised. Those 
who had offended must show their intention not again to in- 
vade a Christian country unless they were resisted, and must 
ask pardon from the King of Hungary for the wrong they had 
done him. 

The sole concession which the Pope would grant was that 
in case of need the army might take provisions from the 
territory of the Greek Emperor. Alexis was, however, to be 
requested to give permission.* 

At the end of March, Nivelon, Bishop of Soissons, left" 



Rome, the bearer of this conditional abso^ 

* *NuIlus itaque vestrum sibi temerc bland iAtur, quod kiTari^r»»rum>ci»- 
pare sibi liceat vel pracdari, tanquam n^inua sit ^imoston^ sedi subjecta, et 
quod . . . imperator Constantinopolitanus, d«p6siro^fratre suo, et ctiam ex- 
caccato, imperium usurpavit. Sane, quantun^uiiSncm vel aliis idem imperator 
et homines ejus juri^ic^oni tvtm^aissv deliAquaht, non es7)tm[ien vestrum dc 
ipsorum judicarc dflictisi nec\ad loc crucis signaculum assumpsistis, ut banc 
vindicaretis injurian, sedl opprobrium potius crucifixi cujus vos obsequio spc- 
cialiter deputastis.^\M5)ncmus igitur nobilitatem vestram . . . quatenus ncc 
decipiatis vos ipsos, nec ab aliis^decipi permittatis, ut, sub specie pietatis agati.> 
ilia, quod absit ! quae redundent in vestrarum pemiciem animarum. ... In 
Terr^e Sanctnt transeatis subsidium, et crucis injuriam vindicetis, accepturi dc 
hostium spoliis quae vos. si moram feccrclis in partibus Komanix, oporterct for- 
sitan a fralribus cxtorqucrc/ Epist, vi. loi. 
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Meantime Boniface and the leaders became anxious to 
explain to the Pope why they had concealed from the army 
his bull condemning their conduct. The messengers who had 
gone to Rome to ask for absolution would soon return, and 
would no doubt be aware of what the Pope had written. It 
would no longer be possible to conceal from the army the 
decision of the Pope, nor from the Pope the fact that his 
former letter had not been published. The barons had 
argued, no doubt, that to have published it would have greatly 
strengthened the malcontents ; that with daily desertions, with 
a desire openly expressed by many to break up the expedi- 
tion, with the bitter feelings existing between the pilgrims 
and the Venetians, a statement of the Pope's solemn and 
formal condemnation would have put an end to the expedi- 
tion. In the communication which Boniface and the other 
leaders sent to Rome they urged, by way of excuse, that 
everything had been done with the object of still carrying out 
the lawful designs of a crusade, and they protested that it 
was their intention to be obedient in the future to the ponti- 
fical orders. 

When this communication reached Rome, the Pope knew innocent s 
the particulars of the plan to divert the crusade into an expc- ***^**^"* 
dition against the New Rome. He knew that young Alexis 
had been sent for, and that his bull of excommunication had 
been intercepted. Instead of the deeds under seal he had 
asked for, he received but vague promises. For the moment 
he was bewildered,' 

Ik>th he and his Council saw the danger in which the 
crusade was placed of failing altogether.' 

The hesitation of Innocent was, however, of short dura- 
tion. He declared that the Crusaders had no right to inter- 
fere in the internal affairs of Constantinople.* He warned 

• • ('«ri)it vchcmcntiv\iinc dubitarc quid in lanto ncg«>tio cvtct Jigrndum.' — 

Inmc, 93. 

I * I k)minu% papa cum omni cicro tuo, nuncti^uc nottru« aliivque quAmplurimU, 
«rhrmrnter rx|avit. n^ciucnt nc maligni h<Mti% invidia, hac occamohc, vcI lotiui 
novtri rurrcitu* nut htnarctur inleritum, vcl valtcm rruci* ncgoiium impcdirct.'- < 
< (unthrr, viii. 

• 'Vn* nullum in (ir^rcos jurixlicitoncm haVicnlc*.* A/11/, viii. 
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them once more against being induced to attack Romania 
on the pretence of necessity.* The messengers from the army 
were sent back with letters from Innocent, in which the 
Crusaders were ordered to swear to be obedient, and were 
again warned that, if they refused, the absolution granted to 
them for their attack upon Zara was de facto null. A special 
clause in the oath to be taken contained a pledge that those 
who took it would not attack Greece. Cardinal Peter Capuano 
was deprived of his post as papal representative with the 
expedition. The letters of the Pope to the army were given 
into the charge of John Faicete and John de Friaise. Among 
them was one ordering that the bull which had formally ex- 
communicated the Venetians should at once be published. 
John Faicete persuaded some of the leaders to send their 
written promises under oath to Rome. The influence of 
Boniface appears, however, to have been sufficient to prevent 
these promises from being generally made. A few were for- 
warded in an incomplete form during April. 

Innocent was yet sanguine that the crusade would soon 
leave for Egypt Though he had abundant evidence which 
showed him that influences were at work to prevent the 
crusade accomplishing its legitimate object, he did not 
know how strong these influences were. Though he had a 
profound distrust of Venice, and would not grant the Vene- 
tians his absolution, he could hardly have believed that she 
had become a traitor to Christendom. He had seen an army 
collected together with the utmost care, its plan of action 
carefully considered, submitted to himself, and adopted ; and 
he knew of no reason why this plan should be abandoned. 
We have now to see the last step which had to be taken in 
order to divert the expedition from its purpose. 

' ' Cessantibus potius occasionibus frivolb et necessitatibus simulatis. ' Epist, vL 
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FROM ZARA TO CORFU. 



In the beginning of April 1203 the bearers of the Pope's 
message arrived at Zara. That message consisted of two 
parts : first, a confirmation of the absolution which had been 
granted by the bishop ; and, second, the formal order that the 
Crusaders were not to attack tlie Greeks except in case they 
refused to sell them provisions.' 

The first part of the message was communfcatctl to the 
army. There is no evidence to show that the second was, 
and there is much to sugi^est that it was not. It had been 
arrangeil that Alexis should join the army on the 20th of April. 
He might arrive at any day, and it would then be no longer 
IK)ssiblc to conceal from the great host the secret arrange- 
ment which had been concluded in January. His arrival 
would, therefore, be extremely inopportune. The disafTection 
in the army was great. The example of Simon de Montfort 
and others, whose departure I have already mentioned^ had 
been largely followed by many who were unwilling to violate 
their oaths. The Po^k*'s order not to attack Greece, if, as I 
have suggested, it were kept secret, might become known. 
The ill-feeling between the army and the Venetians, which 
had shown itself by the rioting immediately after the capture, 
still existed. All were weary of inaction, and wished to Ix: 

• Mhh*W *>i forvan r.i v«»l»i'. CMnlirnjt n t »linr(;ari . . . ct cum 

tiniorr l><>niini xoh witi%fjcirti*li |>r(»|Mi>sito, ad urc(>^\iuiti.-tii Linliim, t*a vine |x-r- 
%onanim ai(i)M-rr Lt%itinc' i A//t/. vi. loi . * I'criintti )at itiam ci<^ ut, <lc man- 
tiniu hxi* K<>m.inix, qtum alluit u\ mate, riU»s in<'nlpt«l^, i<l ali<a|ur pictn*, 
m<M)rratr tollcrrnl, (jui ru ad annum rt dimidhim |N»sM^-nt suttit rrc ' '< *>unthrr. 
No. 8. *Nc Autrm virtualia vo}>iv dr^int, charissiniom 1 hri^to hlio no^tro, 
Ini|>cralt>n (\»n%tantin(>tx>tilano «rn)>imus ut . . . victualia voU^ faciat cxhilxrri * 
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Arniy 
leaves for 
Corfu. 



on their way to fight the common enemy. If Alexis should 
arrive the army would then learn that the leaders proposed 
to divert the enterprise from its lawful purpose. Accord- 
ingly, every effort was made to send the Crusaders a stage 
further before his arrival. On the 7th of April the army left 
the city of Zara, and prepared to embark. The Venetians 
destroyed its walls, towers, and palaces, and razed the city to 
the ground.* 

The army and its convoy set sail from Zara for Corfu on the 
20th of April. Dandolo and Boniface had arranged to remain 
behind to await the arrival of Alexis. Two galleys were left 
for their use. The Pretender arrived on the 2Sth of April, five 
days after the date which had been appointed. Without loss 
of time the two leaders and their charge embarked to follow 
the expedition. On their way they called at Durazzo, where a 
demonstration was made in favour of young Alexis. The in- 
habitants surrendered the city and swore fealty to him. On 
May 4 they arrived at Corfu. They found the army already 
encamped before the town. Every opportunity was taken to 
imj)ress the Crusaders with the importance of having with 
them the * lawful heir/ as Boniface called Alexis. Every 
possible honour and mark of respect was shown to him. His 
tent was pitched in the midst of the army, near to that of 
Boniface, who assumed from this time forward the part of his 
protector and guardian. 

The arrival of Alexis rendered all further attempts at con- 
cealment useless, because it was now necessary formally to 
submit the change of plan to the approval of the host. It 
was clear to every man that the leaders intended that the ex- 
pedition to Egypt should be postponed till the young man 
now among them was placed upon the throne of the New 
Rome. The pretence was still kept up that after this was 
accomplished the army would go upon its appointed mission. 
The great mass even of those who approved, and even perhaps 
some of the leaders themselves, believed that such a course 
was possible. What was certain was that they must go first 
to Constantinople. The barons and Dandolo assembled, and 

' Anon. IL-ilberstadt p. 14. Exuvia* I. Devastation p. 88. 
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before them Alexis solemnly ratified the convention of Zara. 
He promised them 200,000 marks. He would pay the cost 
of the navy for a year, would himself accompany them on 
their pilgrimage as far as he could, would maintain during his 
life an army of 10,000 men in the Holy Land, and would 
provision the army of pilgrims for a year.* 

The convention had, however, now to be submitted to the The con- 
army, which had hitherto been kept as far as possible in the submitted 
dark. When this was done the dissatisfaction among a large a^m>^ 
|>ortion immediately broke out. There were many men, no 
doubt, in so large a host who were willing to go in search of 
adventure or of plunder, and who cared little whether this 
were to be found in Syria or in the rich capital of the world. 
The majority of the Crusaders had, however, left their homes 
in no such spirit, and were righteously indignant when they 
found they had been duped by their leaders and the Venetians. 
They had been duped in many ways. They had taken up 
the Cross at the call of InncKcnt The Pope, as they knew, 
believed the moment op|)ortune for .striking at Islam, and 
had thrown all his exceptional energy into the fulfilment of 
this the great design of his life. lnnocent*s influence had 
been cast against Thilip of Swabia, and in favour of Otho. 
Yet from the moment of the cltction of Ikmiface they siis- 
|KH:ted that they hat! been du|Mil into op|x)sing the rontiff's 
great design, and into sup|H>rting Thilip's cause in W estern 
Muroj)c against the Vo\h:. They recalled that immediately 
after his ap|N)intment Boniface had viNiteil his relation Philip, 
an excommunicated prince, the avowed enemy of Innocent, 
and had remained with him for many weeks. In the army 
were many partisans of Otho, the ri\al of Philip, and they 
could not but see that in the subseciuent conduct of Ikjniface 
he was doing that which would be UxAed on favourably by 
Philip as well as severely condemned by the Pojx:. Others 
had been w iser than they. Many Cnis;ultTs, as w e have seen, 
had taken ship at MarseillcN rather than trust themselxcs to 
the Venetians and to Boniface. Some of their (icrman fellow - 
pilgrims had rcfuscil to leave home, or had retumtxl, because 
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they foresaw that antagonism between Philip and the Pope 
was certain from the moment that Alexis was in Lombardy 
and Boniface in command. They recalled the treatment of the 
army while on the Lido, by which they were duped into con- 
senting to fight for Venice ; the constant and ever-increasing 
rumour of an expedition into Romania, which was to be for 
the profit of the leaders and of Philip ; the destruction of 
Zara ; the fight between the Venetians and the Crusaders 
after the city was captured ; the Pope's censures, which could 
not be altogether unknown ; his absolution, strictly condi- 
tional upon their not repeating the offence ; the opposition of 
Simon de Montfort and so many of the army, who were 
determined to find their way to the Holy Land by other 
routes, because they were convinced that Boniface and Dan- 
dolo had no intention of carrying out the great plan which 
Innocent had approved. All their recollections showed them 
how completely they had been deceived, increased the discon- 
tent, and caused it now to culminate when all disguise was 
abandoned, and it became known to everybody that a conven- 
tion had been entered into, by which, in spite of the Pope's 
express command, their destination had been changed from 
Egypt or Syria to Constantinople. 



and arouses In the short time which passed between the arrival of 



Alexis with Boniface and Dandolo in Corfu and the agree- 
ment subsequently arrived at, probably many meetings and 
much discussion took place. The Doge insisted much upon 
the necessity of obtaining the hdp which Alexis had promised, 
and pointed out that they had now a lawful excuse, a ' rats- 
nauvlc acoison^ to go to Constantinople, because they had 
the rightful heir. The leaders of the opposition, however, 
took the view they had adopted from the beginning. ' Bah ! ' 
said they, 'what have we to do in Constantinople? We 
have to make our pilgrimage, and purpose to go to Babylon 
or Alexandria. Our transports are only chartered for a year, 
and half of that is already past.' * Their duty was clear ; 
they had not left home for plunder but for pilgrimage, and 
upon pilgrimage they would go. The same author gives the 



• Robert dc Clari, § xxxiii. 
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reply of the party of Philip: *What shall we do in Babylon 
or in Alexandria, when we have no provisions or means of 
{getting them ? Surely it is better to take the raisnauvle 
acoison to obtain meat and means for our journey than to 
there and die of hunger/ The bishops were asked whether it 
would be a sin to go to Constantinople, and, as they were on 
the side of the Marquis, replied that it would not, because as 
they had the lawful heir they could help him to conquer his 
own and to be avenged of his enemies/ Nothing was said at 
Corfu of the union of the Churches. This pretext had only 
been put forward so long as it was hoped that the Pope might 
be won over. 

The malcontents, however, united together, and decided 
to leave the army and join Count Gautier de Brienne, who 
then held Brindisi. Villchardouin mentions by name twelve 
great chiefs who joined the popuLir party, and he asserts that 
there were many others who had secretly agreed to join 
them, and that they had with them more than half the army.* 
The malcontents had formed a parliament of their own, had 
separated from their brethren, and occupied a valley at some 
distance from the rest of the army. Their cry was ' Ire 
Aci'tiron^^ a cry which probably indicates that the le.iders of 
the dissentients recognised that with their diminished numbers 
it might be safer to go to Syria than to Kg)'pt. 

The danger was great. There was every appearance that 
the expedition would be broken up. The Marquis of Mont- 
fcrrat and the barons who were in his counsels were greatly 
troubled. * If,* said the Marquis, * these men leave us, after 
those who have already gone on many occasions, our army 
will be ruinct! and wc can conquer nothing. Let us go to 
them, and fall at their feet, and beg their favour ; that, for 
(jod's sake, they will have pity on us, and will not dishonour 
themselves, and that they will not prevent us from delivering 
the I^md of Outre-mer' ^ 

• koU'it tie Clari, ami xitxin. 

• \ ilk haf*l*>uin, w'w. 

' * Intel nm fuil tna^na ilivM-tiviii cl ingt^n* lumultu« : onint^ cnim rianiatant 
lie Ai rail in.* /A S, Pauit^ Tafcl ami Th<»iiia%, i, 304, 
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The leaders acted on the advice of the Marquis. They 
went in a body to the valley in which the parliament of the 
malcontents was held, taking with them young Alexis and the 
bishops and abbots. When they arrived, the opposition 
barons were on horseback, but, on seeing the leader of the 
expedition and the bishops approach unattended, dismounted 
and went to meet them. The barons fell at their feet, wept 
copiously, and declared they would not rise from their knees 
until the others promised that they would not leave the 
army. 

AcoTTi- Then, according to the melodramatic description of the 

C'^effected. Marshal of Champagne, there was a wonderful scene. Dan- 
dolo and Boniface and all with them wept. If Villehardouin 
is to be credited, there was never a greater flood of tears ; 
those from Dandolo and the leaders being mostly of the 
crocodile sort. The opposition leaders were filled with pity, 
and wept sorely when they saw their lords, their relations, and 
their friends fallen at their feet. They withdrew, conferred 
together, and after some time returned with a proposal for a 
compromise. They would consent to remain with the army 
until Michaelmas Day, provided that the leaders would 
solemnly swear on relics that after that day they would pro- 
vide them with a fleet, in good faiths at a fortnight's notice, 
with which they might go to Syria. 

This proposal was accepted. The leaders swore to 
observe the conditions. Apparently, immediately afterwards 
the convention of Zara was adopted by the whole of the 
army. The authors of the * Continuation of William of Tyre ' 
allege that, in addition to the terms accepted by Ale.xis at 
Corfu, there were secret conditions by which Boniface of 
Montferrat and Baldwin of Flanders were each to receive 
100,000 marks, and others of the chief barons smaller sums.* 
In other words, they were bribed to divert the crusade to the 
support of the cause of Alexis. Henceforward, some of the 
chief opponents became the firm supporters of Alexis.^ The 

* Krnoul, p. 361. This statement is confirmed by the fact that in the charter 
by which in 1204 Boniface ceded the island of Crete to the Venetians he includes 
the sum of ioo,cxx> marks formerly promised to him by Alexis. 

' Villehardouin, 284. 
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pilgrim host had now been changed from a crusading army 
into a (ilibustering expedition, and its history in the future is 
that of their adventures in sacking the noblest and richest 
city of the middle ages. 

As soon as the convention of Zara was ratified, the leaders 
lost no time in hurrying on the preparations for embarkation. 
The quicker the evil deed could be done the better. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



FROM CORFU TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 



The expedition left Corfu on the 23rd of May, Whitsun eve. 
Villehardouin is again in raptures at the beauty of the 
spectacle presented by the fleet. It looked, says he, like one 
which could conquer the world. The sails of the vessels 
dotted the ocean from the shore to the verge of the horizon, 
so that the hearts of men rejoiced within them. All went 
well as far as Negroponte and Andros, at which latter island 
the leaders with young Alexis landed and received the sub- 
mission of the inhabitants. The Marquis of Montferrat every- 
where presented young Alexis to the population, and did his 
best to make the journey an imperial progress. On arrival 
at the Dardanelles the leaders and those vessels which had 
arrived with them waited a week until the galleys and the 
transports came up. They occupied the time in plundering 
the neighbouring country and gathering in the harvest, their 



Expedition own stores having run short Then they sailed again, and on 
fore^Coiv the 23rd of June anchored off the abbey of San Stefano, 
staniinopie. ^bout twelve miles to the south-west of Constantinople and 
on the Marmora. The domes and churches, the walls and 
towers of New Rome were at length in sight The view from 
San Stefano is not the most picturesque which can be 
obtained of the imperial city, but even in these days it is 
sufficiently imposing. The Crusaders were amazed at the 
sight before them. They could not have imagined, says 
Villehardouin, that there could have been in the world a city 
so rich as that which the high walls and higher towers now 
before them girt entirely round. No one would have believed 
that there could have been so many rich palaces and lofty 
churches if he had not seen it with his own eyes. Nor would 
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he have credited that the city which was the sovereign among 
cities could have been so long or so broad. * Be sure there 
was not a man who did not tremble, because never was so 
great an enterprise undertaken by so small a number of 
men/ 

The Doge and the leaders landed and held a parliament 
in the church of San Stcfano. Dandolo advised that before 
any attack was made the fleet should sail some ten miles 
away to the Princes' Islands, and that a stock of provisions 
should be gathered from the neighbouring coast The advice 
was accepted and the leaders embarked once more. In the 
morning, however, there was a southerly wind which made a 
journey to the islands dangerous, but which took them 
pleasantly right under the walls of Constantinople into the 
liosphorus. The walls are built at the water s edge, and were 
cn)wded with spectators as the fleet passed. The ships 
anchored off Chalcedon, probably in front of the present 
Knglish cemetery.* The army disembarked, and formed an 
encampment upon the Asiatic shore, the city of Constantinople 
being in full view and only a mile distant. The harvest in 
the neighbouring country h«id been gathered in, and was at 
once sci/cd by the Crusaders *comme gens qui en avaient 
grand bcsoin.* The leaders tcx)k possession of a splendid 
palace belonging to the Em|)eror. On the third day the fleet 
went a mile further up the Ik)siihorus to Scutari and there 
anchored. 

The Crusaders waited nine days in order to take in pro- 
visions and make their arrangements for an attack. During 
this time a skirmish t(K>k place on the Asiatic shore with a 
small btxly of im|>erial troops, who were c<)mpk tcly routed, 
and the Crusaders obtained a considerable quantity of booty. 

Meantime the Km |X!ror was filled with alarm at the arrival 
of the Venetian fleet and the great Frank army. On the 
tenth day after their arrival he sent a messenger named 

• T)m% is uvu.illy of l»cinj^ at Srut.iii. It i-*, in f.ict, in a vill.ijjf \k 

tHcrn Scutari ami Kaiiikrut, callol llyMcf ra^i i, the l.ilirr U iiijj the nan»r i»f a 
%illaf>c, an«l n«»l, a> ihr fijili* ul ( nnmiiiu-c .if the Vtwy 1 i»uniil ^.iJtol iticntly, 
the name of a 'rc^{>citaUc TuiktUi grntlcmun.' 
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Embassy Nicholas Roux, a native of Lombardy, across the Bosphonis 

from Em- . , , /- 1 rr-i , 

peror. With letters of credence to the leaders. The barons met in 
council. The messenger announced that he had been sent 
by the Emperor to learn why they had come into his territor>'. 
* You are Christians and he is a Christian. He knows well 
that you are on your way to deliver the Holy Land. If you 
are poor and needy he will willingly give you provisions and 
what he has, but on condition that you leave his territory. 
He has no wish to do you any harm, though he can do it.' 
The statement implies that he had no knowledge of their 
intention. It may fairly be presumed that such knowledge 
as he had was of a very vague character. He certainly had 
officially no knowledge. It is possible, and indeed probable, 
that spies or others had hastened on to Constantinople as 
soon as the destination of the army had been made known at 
Corfu. It is unlikely that more than a suspicion of what was 
going on can have been communicated to him at any period 
before the arrival of the army in that island. 
Answer of Canon dc Bethune replied to the imperial messenger on 
Crusaders, b^^half of the Crusadcrs. He denied that they had come 
into the land of Alexis, because the occupant of the throne 
was not the rightful Emperor. The land belonged to his 
nephew, who was with them, the son of Isaac. The message 
he was to take back to his master was, that if Alexis would 
surrender his crown and Empire to his nephew, they, the 
Crusaders, would ask young Alexis to pardon him and to 
give him enough to live upon luxuriously. If the messenger 
did not return with an answer accepting these conditions, he 
had better not dare to return at all. The leaders seem to 
have been under the impression that there existed within the 
city a strong party in favour of Alexis. No doubt Philip, 
and possibly young Alexis himself, had done their best to 
persuade them that such was the case. The barons de- 
termined to give this party the opportunity to declare itself. 
The nephew of the Emperor should be shown to the people 
of Constantinople. 

Accordingly they manned and armed all their galle>'s. 
Dandolo and the Marquis of Montfefrtt and young Alexis 



Digitized by 



FROM CORFU TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 



299 



went on board one of them, and a crowd of barons and Y?°"K. 
knights into the others. The walls of Constantinople then, sbo»n io 
as now, came down to the water's edge through two-thirds of 
their extent. The tideless waters of the Marmora and the 
Golden Horn are deep enough within ten feet of the walls to 
float larger vessels than the great galleys of the Venetians. 
The procession crossed the Bosphorus. The walls were 
crowded with spectators. The boats went quite near and 
then stopped. 'Here,* proclaimed some one on board the 
galley containing Alexis, 'here is your rightful lord. We 
have not come to do you any harm. We will protect you if 
you do what you ought. He whom you obey rules you 
wrongfully against God and law. You know how disloyally 
he behaved to his lord and his brother, how he put out his 
eyes and usurped his Empire. Here is the real heir. If you 
do not acknowledge him we will do the worst w^e can against 
you.* 

The proclamation was received with laughter. The only 
answer given, and that in derision, was, * We know nothing 
about him. Who is he? * • 

The Crusaders returned to Scutari. Next day a parlia- prrpaRi. 
mcnt was held to consider what steps should be taken for aiuck.°' 
attacking the city. It was agreed that the army should be 
divided into seven parts. Baldwin of Flanders was appointed 
to lead the van, because of the great number of archers and 
crossbowmen who were under his command. The Marquis 
of Montfcrrat was to bring up the rear with the Lombards, 
Tuscans, Germans, and men from the country between Mont 
Cenis and Lyons. 

The business in hand was felt to be a serious one There 
was apparently no longer any disaffection. The consciences 
of all had been quieted or their scruples overcome by the 
pros|)ect of rich booty. All that remained was to fulfil their 
part of the contract and to receive their reward. Hut many 
a stout heart quailed at the pros|)cct of the diflficult under- 
taking before them. No Spaniards untler a Cortc/ or a 
Pizarro ever had an apparently more ho|H:Icss task, and, to 



* RiiLrrl (ir ( Uti, ti 
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the credit of the filibustering host, it must be added that none 
ever succeeded more completely in the work of destruction 
before them. The bishops and clergy in the army exhorted 
the soldiers to confess and make their wills. Solemn religious 
services placed the army under the protection of the saints. 
Then the embarkation commenced. The knights with their 
chargers went once more on board the huissiers or transports, 
which were so constructed that either large ports or a portion 
of the bulwarks opened readily, and could allow the knights 
to ride across the gangways while mounted. The rank and 
file, on board the larger ships, followed. The galleys were 
manned, the fighting men clothed in battle array, and the 
vessels themselves made ready for action. Alexis was 
attended by numerous troops, and was treated with every 
mark of respect. The next morning at daylight, everyone 
being in his place, the trumpets sounded ; the signal for 
starting was given, and the expedition set out on the last 
stage of its journey to the imperial city. The knights had 
their helmets laced, their armour on, while their horses were 
arrayed in battle gear. Each galley took in tow one of the 
Thearmv huissiers with knights on board. The crossbowmen and 

crosses the ° 

Bosphoruy archers went first to keep clear the coast for landing.* No 
other order of precedence was observed. The vessel which 
could get over first did so. The distance from Scutari is 
under a mile, and was soon covered. The knights, though in 
armour, leaped overboard while the water was still up to their 
waists, and, lance in hand, made for the shore. They pro- 
bably landed near the modern Tophana, or between it and 
the mouth of the Golden Horn. Some of the troops of the 
Emperor saw the fleet approach, but they turned and fled 
from the bowmen before the cavaliy was landed. The dis- 
embarkation was allowed to go on without interruption. 

The entrance to the Golden Horn, the harbour of Con- 
stantinople, was guarded by a chain thrown across from the 
city to Galata. On the Galata side, the end of this chain 
was protected by a tower spoken of by the Western writers 

' Kol>ert <le C'lari, xli. 
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as the tower or castle of GalataJ The slope of the hill 
behind it was the Jewry of Constantinople. Near it also 
were probably Genoese and other Italian quarters, the whole 
forming already a wealthy suburb. The Crusaders encamped 
in the Jewish quarter, and prepared for an attack. It was 
necessary for the protection of the e.xpedition that the ships 
should be brought within the harbour, and the Venetians 
urged that an attempt should be made ne.xt day to capture 
the tower within which the Galata end of the chain was fas- and uk« 
tened.' The council of war agreed to this proposal, and CToaiau" 
determined that such an attempt should be made immediately. 
Fortune favoured them, and gave them their first success on 
the following day. In early morning the ordinary guard of 
the tower, assisted by a detachment which had crossed the 
harbour, instead of remairung on the defensive, made a foolish 
attack upon the invading army. The Greeks were far less 
numerous than the enemy, and were completely overpowered 
by the Crusaders^ Many u-crc killed ; others were driven 
into the water and drowned. The remainder fled, and en- 
deavoured to regain the protection of the castle which they 
ought not to have left. The enemy, however, pressed them 
so hard that they were unable to close the gates. A severe 
struggle took place, and the superior weight of the knights 
triumphed. The castle was captured. While this attack on 
the watch tmver had been going on by land, the Venetian 
ships were doing their best to break the chain which was 
stretched across from Galata to the city. The capture of the 
tower gave the army command over this chain. It was at 
once broken or loosened. The fleet entered swiftly into the ""'"^'''"'^ 
Golden Horn, attacked the imf>enal galleys captured some 
and sank the others.* The surprise was complete ; the victory, 
both by land and sea, brilliant and unexpected. It is hardly 
tfH) much to say that it was the bc ^p'nniiig of the end. because 
the weakest portion of the wall> uerr thc;M: facing the (ioldcn 

• Thi* rmivl not lie ronf-Hit. ! 1 •^t'h 'Kr \ ff ^ m t , i) if i i.^^r r, wht* h i« n rt,r 
x\>c% ami hii^hr^i }M>int «>f ttir tmt , U (..rr,.. .t \^ tU* will of (««lirji, «fiH 
U»tl Unit until tMo rrnTuru < I i!i r. 
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Horn and within the harbour. The Greeks scarcely realised 
at the time how great was their loss, but the elation among 
the Venetians and the Crusaders showed the importance they 
attached to the event.* Readers will remember that in 1453 
the defence of the harbour was so strong, by means of the 
chain and the fortifications, that Mahomet, in despair of break- 
ing through, had to obtain possession of the harbour by trans- 
porting his boats over the neck of land between the modem 
Tophana and the valley now known as Cassim Pacha. 
Galata was then, however, a walled city, and the Turkish 
ships were probably much smaller than those of Venice. 

Venetians and Crusaders were rightly of opinion that the 
advantage they had gained should be immediately followed 
up by a general attack. No attempt at negotiations appears 
to have been made. A bold, sudden attempt was to be made 
before the Emperor should have time to organise a defence 
Four days only were spent in Galata, and these were occupied 
in transporting their stores, in preparing for battle, and in 
determining upon the plan of attack. The Venetians were 
naturally in favour of making the principal assault by sea, 
Arrangf- Their proposal was to take their ships close up to the wall on 
an attack the north side of the city, and throw out ladders from the 
xlritcr.**^^ ships to the walls— a feat quite capable of execution, as subse- 
quent events showed. The Crusaders as naturally preferred 
fighting on land. The diflRculty was overcome by the arrange- 
ment that the Venetians should attack by sea, while the army 
endeavoured to effect an entrance through the landward walls. 
The army passed round the head of the Golden Horn, cross- 
ing by a stone bridge which the Greeks had destroyed, but 
which the Crusaders were able, by working day and night, to 
repair in time for the attack. On the fifth day after the cap- 
ture of the port, the army took up its position opposite the 
palace of Blachern, which was at the north-west comer of the 
walls, facing on one side towards the Horn, on another land- 
wards.^ This was the one position where fleet and army 
could bring their forces to act simultaneously on contiguous 
portions of the defences. The palace occupied the comer, 

» Nicelas, p. 719. » Nicetas, p. 729. 
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had many outworks, and, though it had no fosse, it was 
strongly fortified. The position taken up by the army was 
at Gyrolemna. No camping-ground could have given the 
Crusaders a better idea of the wealth and strength of the 
capital. The hill behind them enabled them to have, perhaps, 
the most picturesque view of the beautiful city they were 
about to attack. Point beyond point stretched out. under the 
July sun, into the blue waters of the Golden Horn. In the 
immediate foreground were the new walls which Manuel had 
built to fortify Blachem.' Behind these walls rose the superb 
palace of the Emperors, which had now, rather than the palace 
of Bucoleon, or, as the Crusaders called it the Lion's Mouth, 
on the side of the Marmora, become their favourite dwelling- 
place. Churches, the great law courts, columns, and towers 
rose one behind the other in infinite confusion, until, on the 
last hill, was the church of the Divine Peace, adjoining that 
which w.is at once the richest and most beautiful building of 
all. the great temple dedicated to the Divine Wisdom of the 
Incarnate Word. The strength of the city might be judged 
from its landward walls, which were immediately before them. 
The wide moat, except on the immediate descent to the 
Gokien Horn, was well filled with water, though this had to 
be kept up by a long series of dams, while a wall immediately 
behind it could only be assailed from the bed or the waters 
of the moat itself When these obstacles were passed, there 
remained a second and a third wall, each higher than the 
fornicr. The short distance between the towers with which 
each of thc>e walls arc studded enablcxi the occupants to have 
an enemy well within range even of the simple machines with 
which, in that age, stones could be hurled upon an invader. 
All that the best mechanical science of the most civilised 
nation in Euro|)e could do towards making the triple walls 
strong had iK'cn done Nf»r were these* fortifications untried. 
Again and again in the history of tlu- city they had proved 
stronger than the |Kn\er of any invader. Not to speak of 
less impr>rtant sieves, it may jxissibly have been known to 
some of those who now sat down before these walls that the 

• Nli r'.1«, J.. 311. 
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great horde of Arab invaders which had been checked in its 
hitherto irresistible progress had been encamped on almost 
precisely the same spot which Boniface and Baldwin now 
occupied. The site is among the most interesting in the 
world. Occupied, within a half-century, by two invading 
hosts of Arabs which had spent their strength before the 
virgin city, and which had been as completely defeated by 
the Romans as were the Moors who had crossed the Pyrenees 
by Charles Martel, it was destined to be the place from which 
the city was to be destroyed by Western Europeans. Two 
centuries and a half later it was to witness a greater triumph 
over the city — a victory which was to inflict upon the Balkan 
peninsula four centuries and a half of barbarism. The army 
of Mahomet, the second of the Ottoman house, was encamped 
on the same comer, and effected its entrance at a point very 
little outside the grounds which were enclosed within the 
palace walls of the Blachern. On a portion of this historical 
site the mosque of Job, or Eyoub, now marks the supposed 
burying-place of the great leader of the chief Arab attempt 
upon the city. The mosque is regarded with more sanctity 
than any other now in the city. No unbeliever is allowed to 
enter it. Within it is kept the sacred banner of the prophet, 
and no Sultan is considered invested until he has been girt 
with the sword of Osman, which is treasured within its sacred 
walls. 

As soon as the crusading army had taken up its position 
at Gyrolemna, the Greeks within the city sought to harass 
them. Their efforts, however, were feeble. Several sorties 
were made under the command of Theodore Lascaris, son-in- 
law of the Emperor.' The Crusaders enclosed their camp with 
palisades until their preparations were completed. In the 
meantime the Venetians had drawn up their fleet in such a 
manner as best to co-operate with the army. 

On the 1 7th of July everything was prepared for an assault. 
Three out of the seven divisions guarded the camp under the 

' The sorties were made most commonly from a gate al)ove the pa]:u:e of 
Hlachcm, probably therefore from the very same gate which in I453 was the fir*»t 
to fall into the hand-* of the Ottoman Turks. 
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leadership of Boniface, while the remaining four made the 
attack under the orders of Baldwin. The outside wall, an 
outwork of the imperial palace, near if not actually on the sea, 
was defended partly by Fisan auxiliaries,* but mainly by the 
Waring guard, Us Anglais et Us Danois, as the Western 
historians call them. This was the position first attacked by The first 
the army. Two scaling ladders, or probably wide platforms, JJIade! " 
were thrown against the wall. The assault was 'fort et bon 
€t (iur* and by sheer force fifteen of the boldest among the 
Flemings managed to win a position on the wall. There they 
fought shoulder to shoulder with their swords against men of 
their own race armed with Danish bills. The struggle on the 
wall was fierce. The Warings steadily recovered ground, 
drove their daring assailants back, and captured two of them. 
The Crusaders were not able again to gain even a temporary 
foothold on the walls. The first attack had failed on the ' 
landward side. 

On the seaward side the Venetians were more successful. 
The brave Dandolo, old and blind, the gonfalon of St. Mark 
flying proudly over his head, directed the attack from his own 
galley. No precaution that long experience could suggest 
was neglected by him. The ships had been carefully cased 
and covered with raw hitles so as to resist the famous Greek 
fire. Scaling latlders. or rather bridges, had been pn)viilcd in 
great numbers, which could reach from the ships* cross-trees 
to the walls. These were formed of the ships* yartis, with 
sails and skins, so completely protecting the fighters that it 
was almost iin|)ossible for arrows to reach them. They were 
so wide that three knights could advance abreast,' 

The fleet was drawn up in line three crossbow shots long 
opposite the walls. The order was given tc> advance as near 
the shore as the>' could get. This was dune under a tremen- 
dous discharge of stones from mangonels placed on the 
towers. In spite of this op|K>sition the ships pushcxJ b<»ldly 
ashore. Their stems were mcnircd to the land, and anchors 
were thrown out from their sterns. Kath huissior hail a 

• N»t tt4H mcntK'ii^ tht \'\ .wiv aiv! the \\aitn,;v \ illrhai.' -nin ^.jK-als otil) -I 
the btirr. ' k«>Urt .Ic i Uri, kit, -111. 
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mangonel. The stones thrown in immense quantities by the 
Romans were returned by the Venetians, and the return shots 
were better aimed. The Venetians succeeded during the 
attack in destroying the outer wall of the palace with a batter- 
ing-ram.^ The bolts came in abundance from the crossbows. 
The scaling-ladders thrown out from the ships' tops were so 
clo^e to the walls that the contending soldiers fought together 
with lance and sword. A fierce hand-to-hand fight went on 
for some hours without interruption. The galleys had at 
first not ventured to run their bows on to the land, but had 
remained astern of the transports. Dandolo determined that 
everything should be dared. He commanded his own crew 
to put him on shore on the narrow strip of land a few feet 
broad, between the walls and the water, and threatened his 
followers with death when they hesitated to obey. The old 
man and those with him leaped on shore. When the men in 
the other galleys saw the gonfalon of St. Mark carried on 
shore over the head of their fearless leader, they rushed to 
defend him. The enthusiasm spread throughout the fleet 
Numbers of men from the transports and the barges leaped 
into their boats or into the water and landed. The order was 
given that a general attack of all the Venetians should be 
concentrated upon a short distance of the walls. A battering 
ram was brought to bear against one of the towers. Those 
who worked it were defended by a crowd of crossbowmen. 
While this thundered at the walls below, hundreds of men 
were fighting from the scaling-ladders, and trying to win or 
to hold a position on the walls. Presently the gonfalon of 
St. Mark was seen flying from one of the towers. For awhile 
the defenders were panic-stricken* and fled. Immediate ad- 
vantage was taken of this success. Twenty-five towers were 
captured by the Venetians before the Greeks could rally. 
The invaders pushed beyond the walls, but a new detachment 
of the imperial troops, consisting of Warings and Pisans.^ 
came up and drove them back to the towers, but from the 
latter even the VV^arings were not able to dislodge them. In 
order to render their hold on the fortifications less liable to 

' Nicctas, p. 721. * Nicclas, p. 720. 




FROM CORFU TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 



attack, or perhaps, as Villchardouin asserts, in order to cover 
their retreat, the Venetians set fire to the neighbouring build- 
ings. The fire spread rapidly, and burnt a large mass of 
buildings. 

While this fighting about the seaward towers was going 
on, a sortie of the imperial troops took place from the gate 
of St Romanos, at a considerable distance from the camp. 
The Crusaders immediately abandoned their attack, and drew 
themselves up behind their palisades. Villchardouin alleges 
that against their six battalions the imperial troops were 
forty, and an even greater discrepancy is represented by 
Robert de Clari.* The former adds, however, that they could 
only be attacked in front. The tidings of this incident were 
at once conveyed to Dandolo, who immediately withdrew his 
forces from the towers and hastened with as many men as he 
could muster to help the Crusaders. The Emperor brought 
his troops opposite to the pilgrims. Neither side dared to 
begin the attack. After considerable marching and counter- 
marching the im(>erial troops commenced to retire. The 
Crusaders rode slowly after them, but no fighting took place.^ 
This movement was watched by the ladies of the palace, who 
crowded the windows and walls. 

The results of the general attack had on the whole been ^nd fails, 
in favour of the defenders. The army of the Crusaders had 
been beaten back. The Venetians had indeed obtained 
|K)ssession of twenty-five towers, but they had not been able 
to hold them. The great loss to the citizens was occasioned 
by the fire lighted by their enemies. 

• (*h. xUii, 

' The acctmnt of ihK vrlic pvcn \iy R«t!icr! <lc <'l.iri represents il a* occupy 
tn^ A c«»n%i«tcralilc time and cn|;a^ing much m«trc alicittinn than the reader tif 
Villehardouin «iruuld ^upiMfM:. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



FLIGHT OF THE EMPEROR ALEXIS AND RESTORATION OF ISAAC. 

REVOLUTION IN THE CITY. 

The most useful ally of the invaders was the spirit of in- 
difference and discontent which reigned within the city. 
While this spirit paralysed the efforts of the defenders, there 
was probably also a small but active, although secret, party 
in favour of Isaac and of young Alexis. The latter had 
made many promises to his friends within the city, and had 
urged them to assist him.^ 

The dissatisfaction with the ruling Emperor was great, • 
and was doubtless increased by this party. The enemy 
without had not asked for possession of the city. There 
was nothing said even about an occupation. All that was 
demanded was that a young prince, who undoubtedly had 
claims to the throne if his father were dead, should replace 
Alexis the Third. There was indeed a payment to be made, 
though it is doubtful whether the terms of the convention 
with Alexis were at this time known within the city, and 
even if they were the payment might perhaps be avoided, 
or at least levied on the provinces. At any rate, it was 
better to come to an arrangement with the enemy when his 
demands were so reasonable than to fight.^ Moreover, there 
was now a distinct threat that if an arrangement were not 

' Gunther, xiii. : * Cives itaquc magnifies urbis, territi fuga regis sui, qaem 
etiam plcriquc nec prius propter scelera perpetrata satis dilcxerant, simulque per 
nuntios a juniori Alexio promissis ac precibiis frequentibus attentali, no^tris quo- 
que, contra spem suam, comminantibus excidium urbis, nisi ilium Icgitimum here* 
clem regni in regeni suscipcrent, patentibus portis, ilium cum toto exerdtu infra 
mcenia paciiice admiserunt.* 

' Nicetas says (p. 721) that the object of the assault was, 6t ^ rmp ttmrk 
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made the city would be destroyed.' Accordingly there was 
considerable murmuring within the city. The many dynastic 
troubles within the experience of the inhabitants made 
them think lightly of a change of rulers. Alexis the Third 
had done nothing to make himself respected. He was now 
informed that if he did not deliver his .subjects from the 
enemy, they would declare for the younger Alexis, and 
would make him Emperor.* 

In spite, however, of these threats, I am disposed to think 
from the narrative of Nicetas, who knew better what went on 
within the city than any of the Western chroniclers, that the 
great mass of the inhabitants of Constantinople were in- 
different rather than hostile to the Emperor. The majority 
of the inhabitants had long lost all interest in dynastic 
changes. The experience of the last generation had accus- 
tomcd them to sec one sovereign deposed and another placed 
on the throne, until they had come to look on depositions or 
attempts to obtain the throne as matters with which they 
had little concern. Apathy in regard to political changes 
very closely resembled that which exists now in Constanti- 
nople. I have been present in the city during the deposition 
of two Sultans. The most striking characteristic in the 
circumstances attending these depositions was the utter 
indifference of the great body of the native, and especially 
of the Moslem, population to the change which was being 
made. There was a small but active party which t(X)k 
action, but beyond this there was comparatively very little 
excitement ; no resistance, no rioting, no expression of dis- 
satisfaction. When newspaper corres|x>ndents and ft>reigners 
generally were aware that a revolution was in preparation, 
it is impf>Nsiblc to believe that thousamlsof Turks and rayahs 
were in ignorance <>f the fact. The general feeling among 
the Sultan's subji*cts was one of indifference. If the con- 
spirators failetl it would go hardly with them. If they 
succcciled it would go hardly with the Sultan. That busi- 
ness only rcgardetl the parties concerned. Beyond a vague 
l>elief that any change could hardly be followetj by a worse 

* (iunthrr, i^iti. « kul»ert dc C lan, ch. I. 
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condition of things than had existed, there was no public senti- 
ment on the matter. In 1203 the frequent dynastic troubles 
and the influences of Asia had brought the people to the 
same indifference to any mere change of government The 
inhabitants in the besieged city knew that a few years before 
Isaac Angelos, who was still in prison, though his eyes had 
been put out, had been deposed by the present ruler, Alexis, 
just as the Turks of to-day know that a deposed Sultan is 
imprisoned somewhere on the Bosphorus, but in neither case 
did they regard the matter as of any consequence. The 
besieged in 1203 knew that the son of Isaac, the young 
Alexis, had persuaded the Venetians and a body of Latins, 
through the influence of his sister's husband Philip, to assist 
him to regain possession of the Empire, and that he and his 
friends were now outside the city walls. The Latins did not 
wish to capture the city. Even if they did, stronger armies 
than this had tried to do so and had failed. If the invader 
won there would be a new Emperor— that was all. Indeed, 
why should the citizens care } They had no love for the 
reigning sovereign nor he for them. When he heard that 
young Alexis was coming with a band of Venetian pirates,' 
he made no preparations for resistance. He was a mere idle 
lover of luxury, an Eastern Charles the Second, who thought 
only of the ills of to-day ; an essentially weak man, too senti- 
mental to be a successful ruler. He shrank from inflicting 
the cruelty of ordinary punishments, and still more from that 
which was necessary to make him a strong despot. Though 
he had not hesitated to depose his brother, he was either 
conscience stricken or pretended to be so, and continu- 
ally upbraided himself. The eunuchs, says Nicetas, who 
guarded the royal forests with as much care as the Destroying 
Angel guarded Paradise, threatened to kill anyone who ven- 
tured to cut timber for the construction of vessels. The 
Emperor's brother-in-law had sold all the navy stores. Those 
who thus robbed the public seemed rather thereby to gain in 
the estimation of their sovereign. The Emperor appeared 
more amused than frightened with the preparations of which 



' Nicdas calls them intpanKoi, p. 715. 




FLIGHT OF THE EMPEROR ALEXIS. 



31' 



he heard, and it was only after he learned of the proclama- 
tion of his nephew which had been made at Corfu — and this 
he could only have learned a few days before the arrival of 
the expedition in the Bosphorus — that he concerned himself 
with the means of defence. But even then the voluptuary 
and the dnmkard could not set himself with sufficient energy 
to meet the danger. When the expedition had arrived and 
the Crusaders were encamped opposite the imperial palace, 
he wished to withdraw from the city. His relatives, how- 
ever, and the ring which always surrounds an Eastern despot 
urged him to resist on their account It was they who forced 
him to make a show of defence. The bravest among them 
was the Emperor's son-in-law, Theodore l^iscaris. When, as 
we have seen, the seaward towers around Blachem were 
taken, and a part of the city set on fire, his subjects openly 
reproachetl him with cowardice, and it was then, probably, 
that the threats of which Robert de Clari speaks were 
uttered. Perhaps it was under the influence of these threats 
that he had been induced to lead his army outside the walls 
on the occasion mentioned. I^ascaris begged hard to be 
allowed to attack the Crusaders.' The Emperor, however, 
was either afraid or possibly believed that as the city never 
had been captured it never could be.' 

The retreat, according to Nicetas, encouraged the Latins. The icnv 
It strengthened the party of Isaac within the city. Even in- [^^^t^ihc 
diflcrcnt men argued that if there were no arrangement there 
should at least be fighting, and if an army more numerous 
than the inv.iders had yet been forbidden to attack, it was 
time to ch.inge their sovereign. The cowardly voluptuary 
had, however, no intention of making resistance. The same 
night he fleil ignominiously from the city. He told Irene, 
his daughter, and several other women of his intention; t<H>k 
ten thousand pieces of gold, a number of precious stones and 
imperial ornaments.' and embarkcrtl, deserting his wife and 
children, his throne and jxH>plc. 

• NurlA* fhafj;c-\ ihr Fmj>rr«»r with o»«Aftlirr. ami is |»r..Ki).|^ ; I'M! hr 

1^ Ml ct'iitinually unfair, r>i>t only to .Mt xu tnii tu ail thr ( <imnrni, that hu 
KOifuiit hA% to \^ fo civctl with rjutton. ' Ni rU\, p, 713. 
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The flight of Alexis filled the city with alarm. Constan- 
tine, the minister of finance, however, assembled the troops 
and declared for Isaac. The blina old Emperor was led, or 
rather carried, out of prison, placed upon the throne, and 
once more treated as the Emperor of Rome. As soon as he 
understood the situation he sent the news of his release to 
his son, to the leaders of the Venetians, and to the Crusaders. 
His great anxiety was to hear once more his son's voice. 

The Venetians and Crusaders could scarcely believe the 
tidings of the flight of the Emperor and the restoration of 
Isaac, and suspected treachery. Boniface of Montferrat 
called a council. The news had been brought during the 
night, and the leaders immediately armed themselves, as 
Villehardouin says, *parcequ*els ne croyent pas beaucoup les 
Grecs.' Boniface and the Venetians had apparently never 
contemplated that such a step as a restoration of Isaac would 
have been taken. In the negotiations directly with Philip, in 
the pact of Zara, in the proceedings at Corfu, no writer 
gives the slightest indication that a thought had ever been 
given to the possibility of the restoration of the old Emperor. 
If the design of Philip and of Boniface had not been to join 
the imperial dominions of the East and West, as I venture to 
think that it was, the Swabian king at least intended to keep 
his hold over Constantinople through the young Alexis. The 
desertion of the Emperor Alexis was a gain to the party of 
Philip, but the resurrection of Isaac from the tombs of the 
Blachern was a severe blow. This party had posed before 
their deluded followers as the asserters of right. They had 
dwelt on the justice of punishing a usurper who had deposed 
and blinded the anointed of God. They had pointed to 
young Alexis as the exile deprived of his rights and fleeing 
for his life ; the bishops had expressly authorised the siege on 
the ground that the Crusaders might punish a wrong and 
defend the right. Boniface and Dandolo had urged the im- 
portance of having with them * the rightful heir.* The very 
existence of Isaac seems to have been ignored. Perhaps 
even there were doubts whether he still lived. If he did he 
was blind, and by a well -recognised practice could not be 
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Emperor. The sentiment of chivalry to help the weak 
against the strong, the oppressed against the oppressor, had 
been roused, but always in favour of Alexis and not of his 
father. In a night all this was changed. The oppressor had 
fled. The Crusaders learned that one who had been oppressed 
far more than the youth among them had been brought out 
from his dungeon, and was now occupying the throne of 
which he had been wrongfully deprived. The first order was 
to arm, the first thought probably to snatch the prize out of 
the hands of Isaac. Reflections, however, soon convinced 
the party of Philip that this could not be done at once. For 
the moment they would have to acquiesce in the settlement 
which had been arrived at. The simple-minded Crusaders 
would be unable to find fault with the citizens for placing the 
father of Alexis on the throne, of which he undoubtedly was, 
according to Western notions, the rightful occupant. The only 
pretext for remaining in Constantinople would hencefor\vard 
be that they wished to be paid according to their bargain. 
Isaac had sent word, says Villehardouin, that he was willing 
to ratify the promises that had l)cen made by his son. 

Ik>niface was probably unwilling to allow Alexis to escape ivpuut 
from his influence, but replied that the heir to the throne dition 
would not be permitted to enter the city until these promises ^,y7* 
had been formally confirn>ed by the father. Accordingly, 
Villehardouin himself and Matthew of Montmorency, chosen 
to represent the Crusaders, with two Venetians, were sent to 
con\ ey a reply to this eflcct to Isaac. At the gate of the 
city the messengers dismounted, and passed through a lane 
guarilcd on each side by Warings, Us An^lois et Us Duftois, 
with their axes, to the palace of HIachem. When they 
entered they *aw before them Isaac and his wife, the sister of 
the King of Hungary'. The messengers, after being received 
with every honour, told the Kmperor that they wished to 
s|K'ak to him in private on behalf of his son and the leaders 
of the army. Accordingly, the Em|>eror, his wife, the chan- 
cellor, and the interpreter, with the four messengers passetl 
into a private room. It had previously been arranged that 
\'illchardouin should speak on behalf of the messengers, and 
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he gives us the substance of what he said. He called atten- 
tion to the service which the army and the Crusaders had 
rendered to his son, and to the fact that they had kept their 
part of the bargain. As to his son, he would not be allowed 
to enter the city until he had given security for the execution 
of the obligations he had undertaken. Young Alexis now 
asked through them that Isaac should confirm the contract 
which the youth had made, both as to substance and manner 
of execution. * What is the contract ? ' said the Emperor. * I 
will tell you,' said Villehardouin. * First and foremost, there is 
the promise to put the Empire of Romania under obedience 
to the Pope ; afterwards to give 200,000 silver marks to the 
army, and provisions for a year to small and great ; to trans- 
port 10,000 infantry and cavalry in the proportion that wc 
shall designate in his vessels, and at his expense, into Egypt, 
and to keep them there for a year ; and to maintain in the 
Holy Land, and at his expense, during his life, 500 knights to 
x"'^ \protect it This is the contract which your son has made. 
Aie"^-^cV/ has confirmed it on oath by charters with pendent seals, 
firmed ily and by the guarantee of King Philip of Germany, your son- 
Isaac, in-law ; we now ask you to confirm it' * Of a suret}%' replied 
the Emperor, * the convention is very hard, and I don't see 
low it can be carried out, but still, you have done so much for 
him and me, that if one gave you the whole of the Empire 
you would have deserved it' The result of the interview was 
that the father confirmed his son's agreement by oath, and by 
letters patent with the gold seal or imperial bull. The 
messengers returned to the camp bearing the precious docu- 
ment. Probably the same day young Alexis was conducted 
by the chief barons into the presence of his father. The 
Greeks received him and his friends with great feasting and 
rejoicing, and with every mark of respect. 

The revolution had been accomplished rapidly. Alexis the 
Third had fled on the night of the i8th of July. Next day- 
Isaac had been placed on the throne, and had again been 
allowed to sec- his son. During the next ten or eleven days 
there appear to have been many negotiations between the 
Emperor and his son on the one side and the leaders of the 



Digitized by 



ISAAC AND ALEXIS JOINT hMPERUKS 



5'5 



expedition on the other. The great result which Boniface 
obtained was that Alexis should be associated with his father 
as Emperor, and as a joint occupant ' of the throne Ap- 
parently, before this decision was accepted by Isaac, and pro- 
bably as a condition precedent, it was arranged that the 
Crusaders and Venetians should retire across the Golden Horn. 

On the 1st of August, 1203, young Alexis was crowned 
Emperor together with his father Isaac in the Great Church 
with the usual pomp. He at once set about the payment of 
the 200,000 marks promised to the Venetians and Crusaders. 
Enough was received to enable each Crusader to pay back 
the price that had been paid for his passage at Venice.' The 
treasury, however, was empty. The drain upon the resources it is four i 
of the population in order to pay the foreign army was natu- ^^^^\^ 
rally unpopular. The young Emperor was not secure of his ^S^'^JIII^ 
throne. lie accordingly proposed to the barons a new «»po*a*«*- 
arrangement. The agreement between the Venetians and the 
army was to terminate at XL'chaelmas. The new Emperor 
declared with simple truth that he could not pay within so 
short a term , that he would lose his throne if the Crusaders 
left him, and would be killed by his ou'n subjects ; and that 
the Greeks hated him on account of his friends the Crusaders. 
If they would stay till the following Easter he would bear 
their expenses up to that time, and would pay the Venetians 
their freight for the fleet for a year. If these terms were 
accepted, his revenues after har\est would have come in from 
the provinces, he would be able to pay what he had promised, 
to prcscrxc his throne, and to go with them, or at least to 
send an army. 

Then the old trouble once more broke out. The party i>«ffrrmcr, 

, in the 

of the Marquis recognised, says Villehardouin, that the Em- umy 
pcrors statement was true, and that his prop<»saI was the 
most advantageous one possible under the circumstances. 
On the other hand, the bargain at Corfu h.id been that after 
Michaelmas those who hari come out for Holy War, and had 
no wish to join in an expedition against a Christian city> 
should he free to go, and should ha\e a fleet provided for 



* ViltchAfiluuin, I 193. 



• /hJ. 




THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



their transport to Syria. The compromise had been con- 
firmed by the most solemn oaths. This party now claimed 
its fulfilment. * Baillez-nous les vaisseaux, ainsi que vous 
nous I'avez jur^ ; car nous voulons aller en Syrie.* Dandolo 
and Boniface readily accepted the imperial proposal. The 
first, because of the treaty with Malek Adel, not to introduce 
the Crusaders to Egypt, for though Syria was spoken of it 
was by no means clear that the original plan would not be 
adhered to ; the second, with the object of serving Phih'p and 
himself. They could now use stronger arguments than at 
Corfu. They had begun the business and must finish it It 
was dangerous to go down to Syria or to Egypt in winter. 
They could do nothing at that season even if they were there. 
The cause of the Lord would be lost. * Wait till March, and 
we can then leave the Emperor in a good position. We can 
then go with plenty of money and of provisions.' Again and 
aggiin Villehardouin insists that the aim of the malcontents 
was to break up the army. * They cared,* says he, * neither 
for better nor for worse, provided that the army should be 
divided.' 

Once more it is worth recalling that his object is to 
explain why the army of Crusaders did not accomplish its 
object The Venetians accepted the proposal, and bound 
themselves to hold the fleet in readiness for a year from 
Postpone- Michaelmas. The opposition, feeble now in comparison with 
cided on. what it had been at Corfu, found itself in far too small a 
minority to prolong its resistance, and thus the proposal of 
Alexis was accepted by the Crusaders also. 
PosUion of In truth, the position of the young Emperor was exceed- 
ingly critical. He had gone himself to Galata to make his 
proposal, and although he probably wished that it should not 
be published, it is pretty certain that its tenour would be 
known within the city. If he indeed stated that his subjects 
hated him on account of his having been brought there by 
the Crusaders, and would kill him if he were left without 
their help, he probably told the truth. Nicetas says that the 
new Emperor had changed the ancient faith, and had re- 
nounced the ancient rites of the Romans to follow the new 
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laws of the Pope. The Crusaders had probably been cajoled 
into the belief that to bring the Greeks into subjection to 
Rome would be a success which would ensure for them the 
Pope s absolution. The hint of such an intention had become 
known, and was of itself sufficient to arouse the hostility of 
every member of a Church as jealous of foreign interference 
as that of Rome. But the great cause of hatred towards 
Alexis was, no doubt, because he was associated with the 
enemy. So long as the question had been merely one of a 
change of ruler, public opinion had hardly existed. There is 
no reason to suppose that the citizens had known of the 
agreement which had been made by Alexis. Now, however, 
that he was on the throne, and had made unheard of de- 
mands for money, with which to pay his supporters, now that 
the process of robbing the churches and extorting large sums 
from the wealthy citizens had commenced, and now that one 
of the conditions which this youth had accepted was that he 
was to place the Church of the New under that of the Elder 
Rome, popular sentiment was altogether against him. If the 
invaders were to be bought off at once, it would have to be 
with money raised in the city itself If the payment could 
be postponed, a large portion might be raised in the pro- 
vinces. 

It is possible also that Ik)niface saw that he had blundered '^'j^^J^^ 
in consenting to allow Alexis to enter the city. The latter ici^r for 
was a weak youth, who, so long as he had been with the oitl!"" 
Crusaders, had been under the influence of his guardian. 
Now that he had become Emperor, Mourtsouphlos and a few 
others, who took the lead among the citizens, became his ad- 
visers. From them he soon learned how difficult was the exe- 
cution of the contract which he had signed. It became im- 
portant to Ik)niface to place the young Emperor again under 
his own guardianship and influence. After all Isaac wa> 
weak, blind, and old. He could not hi>t long. He mij^ht 
probably ca>ily be dei>osed. Provided that young Alc.\i> 
would do what was wantcxl, the designs of Boniface and of 
Philip might yet not miNcarry. With the object, partly of re- 
covering his lost i ifluencc and partly of preventing his falling 
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under that of the popular leaders within the city, Boniface 
and a portion of the army agreed to go with Alexis to 
Adrianople, in order to pursue the late Emperor, Alexis the 
Third, who had fled to that city, and to help also young Alexis 
to reduce his subjects to submission. Boniface probably re- 
called the influence which he had obtained at Corfu and in 
the islands of the ^gean, while accompanying Alexis as 
guardian. It might be hoped that again he would have the 
youth entirely in his power, and that thus the design of 
Philip to obtain either direct sovereignty over the Empire, 
immediately or at some later period, could be carried into 
effect. Accordingly, the proposition to accompany Alexis 
was accepted, by the advice, says Villehardouin, of the Greeks 
and the French. Baldwin of Flanders remained behind in 
command of the remainder of the army. 

During the absence of Alexis a second fire, more destruc- 
tive than the first, broke out within the city. The fire deser\'es 
to take rank among the great historical conflagrations of the 
world. Even Constantinople, which has always been parti- 
cularly liable to great fires, never saw its like. In the value 
of the wealth consumed, in the influence of the fire in striking 
terror into the population and exasperating them against the 
invaders, and in thus influencing the fate of the Empire, few 
similar disasters can compare with it in interest The cir- 
cumstances attending it are also remarkable, as throwing light 
on the relations existing during the joint reign of Isaac and 
Alexis the Fourth between the citizens and foreign invaders. 
Shortly after the arrival of the Crusaders, the mob attacked 
the wealthy Pisan quarter within Constantinople and on the 
shores of the Horn. It was not surprising that they should 
have done so. Nicctas says that the untaught masses did 
not distinguish between friend and foe. They knew that the 
invaders were all Latins — that is, members of the Western 
Church, that the fleet which was in the harbour was from 
Venice ; and it was natural that a mob should not make the 
distinction between the inhabitants of one or another Italian 
city. Many houses belonging to the Pisans were destroyed. 
The wealthier portion of the population did what they could 
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to assist the Pisans to save their property, and to explain to 
the mob that though Italians they were not allies of the Vene- 
tians. On the other hand, it is, to say the least, highly pro- 
bable that a considerable number of the Pisans had fraternised 
with the Venetians, and had thus awakened the hostility of 
the Constantinopolitans. Greek and Frank writers agree in 
saying that Crusaders and Venetians went over in consider- 
able numbers from Galata* to see the rich palaces, the richer 
churches, and the other marvels of the imperial city. The 
Italians and Burgundians in the army spoke the same lan~ 
guage as the Pisans, and it is probable that even the French- 
men did not find much difficulty in making themselves 
understood by them. This alone would tend to make them 
sympathise with the Italians, and when it is remembered that 
they were all of the Church of the Elder Rome, and that the 
people among whom they were living had long been jealous 
of their commerce, it is easy to see that there were many 
common sentiments and interests which worked towards 
bringing the I^tin inhabitants and the invaders together. 
Nicctas tells us expressly that the Pisans and Venetians were 
reconciled, and adds that the reconciliation was the work of 
Isaac* The consequences of the attack made upon the Pisan 
quarter were twofold : first, this understanding with the 
Crusaders was improved ; and, second, many of the Pisans 
were so alarmed that they fled across the Golden Horn to 
Galat.!, and look up their residence with their fellow-country- 
men and co-reli^i<»nists. Meantime, whilst constant and daily 
visits were paid by the foreigners to the Great Church and 
the mar\-els at the east end of the city, the old Em|>eror was 
receiving daily visits from the Italian and crusading chiefs at 
the Blachcrn palace in the west. They were received, to the 
disgust of the Romans, says Nicctas, as saviours of the Empire 
and as benefactors. The Emperor melted down the statues 
and even the sacred vessels of the churches, in order to supply 
their insatiable greed. 

• Prra arvl <»4l.iM arc confiiNnl !«y the Wr-tt-rn wri'ir^, m rather ihr 

prr'^nl HivuncMon ihil not cm»;. All ww Pcra a*fcsi the llurn. The imninlMtc 
k\**\k WW (iaUta. * Nicciak. p. 731. 
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For a few days the growing hostility between the citizens 
and the invaders was restrained. But on the 19th of August 
an incident occurred which gave the spark necessary to cause 
an explosion. Some of the Flemish soldiers, accompanied by 
Venetians and Pisans, crossed the harbour in order to pillage 
the Saracens. Under the system of capitulations, which has 
always prevailed in Constantinople, these Arab and other 
Moslem traders were allowed to have their own quarters and 



Attack their own mosque even within the city. This building stood 
sS^cen near the Pisan quarter, on the northern slope, and betu'ecn 
mosque. ^j^^ church of the Divine Peace ' and the sea. Probably the 
Crusaders regarded the existence of such a building as a cause 
of offence, just as a London mob in the seventeenth century 
so regarded the existence of a Roman Catholic chapel in their 
midst. We may fairly conjecture also that the Pisans regarded 
it as a special object of detestation, because it had been built 
in the neighbourhood of their khans for the use of rival traders 
as well as miscreants. The Flemings and Crusaders looked 
upon the wealth of the Moslems as their lawful prey. The 
Saracens were found in their mosque and were surprised. 
The Christian mob rushed in upon them, and at once, at the 
point of their swords, made them give up all the property 
that could be found. Their Roman neighbours came, how- 
ever, to their assistance. A disgraceful riot took place, in the 
course of which the robbers set fire to the city in several 
places. The fire commenced near the mosque, and was 
carried by a strong north wind^ across the peninsula to the 
Marmora. Then the wind changed, and a new district was 
devastated. The fire lasted two days and nights.' A large 



« So says ViUchardouin. Others say eight days, and the continuator of 
William of Tyre nine days. All accounts agree that the fire was of a terrible 
character. Nicetas implies that it occurred before the departure of Alexis with 
Boniface. This may be so, but he is always so violent against the Emperor that 
it is impossible to trust his statement. For example, in this place he affirms that 
while Isaac was greatly troubled at this sad accident, Alexis, 6 r^s warplhoi SoA^i, 
who had a face like that of the greatest incendiary, the Destroying Angel himself, 
would have liked to see the whole of the city reduced to ashes (p. 734). The 
statement of Villchardonin that the fire was during the absence of Alexis is 



' Nicetas, p. 733. 
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portion of the richest and most thickly populated quarters of 
the city was entirely destroyed. A wide belt across the 
I>enin$uia from the harbour to the Marmora was left a heap 
of ruins. The width of the fire was at one time, according to 
Villehardouin, half a league. The inhabitants of this burnt 
strip lost everything they had. The houses, says Nicetas, 
were enriched with many precious ornaments, and were full 
of various kinds of valuable property. No one, says the 
Marshal, can estimate the amount of the wealth which was 
destroyed, while many men and women perished in the 
flames.* The barons and leaders regretted the fire, * furent 
bien tristcs et eurent grand pitie,*' when they saw these 
beautiful churches and splendid palaces being consumed and 
the great commercial streets burning, but they could do 
nothing. 

The natural result of the fire was to intensify the ill-feeling 
which existed between the Latins and the citizens. The 
brutal soldiery of the West had caused the fire, and hat! been 
brought into the city by Italian colonists. It was not surpris- 
ing that the citizens no lonj^^er cared to protect any Italians 
within their walls. None of the Latins, says V^illehardouin, 
dared remain any longer in the city. They cscajxrd with their 
families and such property as they could save (rom the 
fire, and, crossing the harbour, took up their abixie with the 
Crusaders, Fifteen thousand thus fled. 

On the nth of November the Km|)eror Alexis returned Rrtiin»of 
to Constantinople, and was welcomed by the Crusaders, ^iX^tl^^!!^, 
and, according to Villehardouin, by his own subjects. The 
old frientlly relations between the young Km|)eror and the 
ho?>t which had accom(>anied him from Corfu continued for a 
time, Alexis, houever. s<K>n lost the resj)ect of both his own 
subjects and the pilgrims, lie had come into his Kmpire. His 
one idea was to enjoy it Hut the condition of the city made 
this im|>os>ible within its walls, and for enjoyment he had to 
return to his old coniradev He jKissed days and ni^^hts in 

rc>nfirmoi \»y ll»c C^u^nt /t/t J/unt* iT^fcl ami 71m. in..- St t- aU» Froilc*, 
At' art/, p. 2J<X 

• VtlU liardcHitn, § ' ///./. $ 20\ 
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drinking bouts with the invaders and at play. He was * hail- 
fellow, well met ' with all. He allowed those who were at 
the gaming table with him to take off his imperial diadem, 
and to replace it by one of their own woollen caps. He soon 
became despised, says Nicetas, by every honest man, both 
among the Romans and among the Crusaders. 

Meantime his wretched father was filled with jealousy at 
the honours accorded to his son. Isaac appears to have been 
almost entirely ignored by the Western host— partly, no doubt, 
because of his feeble condition, and partly because Boniface 
and Dandolo found a readier instrument in Alexis. He com- 
plained that he was not treated with sufficient respect, that 
his son was intriguing against him. Probably his long im- 
prisonment, his sufferings as a common prisoner, and the loss 
of his eyesight combined to make him ill-tempered, and had 
injured his health. He became more than ever the victim of 
superstitious fears. The monks by whom he was surrounded 
promised that he would become the lord of a great empire, 
that he would recover his eyesight, that he would be cured of 
gout or rheumatism, to which he was a martyr, and Isaac was 
weak enough to believe them.* The astrologers persuaded 
him to transport into the Great Palace from the hippodrome 
a statue of the Calydonian boar, under the belief that by so 
doing his enemies would be destroyed, as the enemies whom 
the original boar was sent to attack had been rent in 
pieces. 

Since the fire the condition of the city had been one of 
confusion. The Romans hated Crusaders and Venetians as 
the cause of all their ills, especially of the heavy taxation and of 
the two fires. A trivial incident, mentioned by Nicetas, shows 
how great was the irritation. The mob broke up one of the 
finest statues in the city, a representation of Minerva in bronze, 
which stood in the great square of Constantine. The statue 
faced to the West, and in the imagination of the people 
appeared to be beckoning the natives of the West towards 
New Rome. 

The Crusaders were still encamped in Galata, and after 



icctas, p. 737. 
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the flight of the foreign residents do not appear to have 
entered the city. They were becoming impatient to be paid, crusaders 
Alexis let them have what he could. But the money only Tians^pr*^ 
came in driblets, — * pauvrcpctits payements/as Villehardouin ^Im!^ 
calls them. Alexis was doing his best to satisfy his former 
friends. Their protection had become as dangerous as their 
enmity, and Alexis would probably now have been glad to 
get rid of them. The two Emperors endeavoured again to 
levy a tax upon the city, but the people rose against it. They 
therefore did their best to raise the sum necessary from the 
wealthy class of the population, and by melting down the gold 
and silver vessels, chandeliers, and other valuable metallic 
furniture of the churches. Meantime the Crusaders were 
helping themselves. They were naturally, says Nicetas, the 
enemies of every kind of beauty. They went about in bands, 
and plundered the beautiful villas of the wealthy nobles and 
the rich churches which were on the neighbouring shores of 
the Marmora. It pleased them even to burn and destroy 
many of the villas. The inhabitants resisted, and sent to 
the city for soldiers to defend their homes. No help 
was, however, there to be obtained. The monk-ridden and 
imbecile old Em|>eror was powerless. The worthless and in- 
cxixrricnced youth was unable or unwilling to assist them. 
Reproaches were addressed almost daily by the Cnisaders to 
the Emperors, but without eflcct, except to bring in new 
• |>auvrc petits payements.*' Indeed, during November and 

' Villeh«rc1<>tiin, xlv. ViIIch.)r<)< luin says .Alrxi^. roinnK-nc».*»l to j)Ay imnjctliatcly 
after the C(>fy>oati<>n {ist Auj^i^r. 12031. The luymcnts io the anny cnaMtil lh<»M.- 
who had mA pai«l l<i fc|ay mhat had liecn paid for ihrm at Venice (xl.). 

k<>J»crt dc < lari viafcA thai ioo,oco niaiks ncre pan!, of uhirh half went to 
ihe Venetian^ litj^ether \*ith 34,(Xjo, Italance of unpaid fr« i^;ht, while ihc rcsl 
16,000 mark% repaid the i nisad< rs uho had ad\ami-«l money tf» the Venetian-* 
(or their ptjurcr brethren** pas^a|»e. 

liunlher declarcA that half of the pronuM^i miiu uas f>nlered to Ic paid : 
*I>inuduin promiNsjc i>ccuni.v |urtem prinripil'u^ lUAtiU Ijemxolc ac hlciahter 
numcrari juvsit * > ^iii. \ 

Niccta» thai, in cimfenncc U tuetn Dnndolo an^l Mourt/otipldm in SI. 
C'tnma, the deman<ieil imnudutc pa)inint <*f till) cefiienafia of i;oM. or 

ttl-iut 120.000 mail\ p. 7$i\ 

1>ne fourth, therefore, of the proini«c<l ^um of 400.1**1 nurlv agrcol fi» a 
/ara ap|<ar« In have licin faifl almost inmuiliaul) after the coronation, l^t 
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December 1203 and January 1204 the confusion within the 
city and the anxiety without were of a kind which we, who 
have seen Paris besieged, may fairly reah'se. The rule of the 
city was rapidly slipping out of the feeble hands of Isaac and 
those of his son. The imperial orders were disobeyed. The 
demoralisation of the populace, caused by taxation, by the 
interruption of commerce, though the city was not yet besieged, 
and by the fires, had ruined half the traders, and increased 
daily. The foreign residents had left. The ordinary business 
of life was at a standstill. The troops were divided in their 
allegiance ; the Warings remaining faithful to the Emperors, 
the Greek troops being some on the side of those who were 
clamouring for the deposition of Isaac and Alexis, some 
probably willing to recall Alexis the Third, and some few 
willing to remain faithful to the reigning sovereigns, 
sension Across the Golden Horn the condition of the invaders 
was one of extreme anxiety. The opposition wanted to be 
gone about their lawful business. Their provisions were 
running short, and had to be replenished by raids upon the 
surrounding country. Dissension and dissatisfaction were 
increasing daily. Alexis had declared that it was impossible 
for him to execute his promises, and the Crusaders knew that 
what he said was true. The citizens dared, says Gunther, to 
forbid the Emperor to take from his own property and give it 
to foreigners. The Crusaders, on the other hand, he declares, 
were loth to attack the city because they had no hope of 
success. They were in such danger that they were not safe 
around the city, nor could they leave without great risk. 
Hence it came to pass, says this writer, that * our men deter- 
mined to besiege the city from which they could not flee.'* 
Another author describes the situation of the army in equally 
striking terms. The Franks were between the hammer and 
the anvil.' 

The invaders, however, had the great advantage over the 

Then came in the * pauvrc petits payemcnts ' during September, October, ir.d 
December. Probably in all there was little if anything short of 200,000 paid by 
the end of the year. 
• Gunther, x.-xv. 

« Rostangnus of Clugny, p. 133, ExuvU Sac, 
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citizens that they had two leaders who knew precisely what 
they wanted, and who intended to make every sacrifice in 
order to succeed. Though the chiefs and the soldiery might 
be restive, there was yet a military and a feudal discipline. 
There never appears to have been a murmur of discontent 
among the Venetians. Gunther again and again insists on 
the determination of the Venetians, * who drove us earnestly 
this way, partly because of the promised reward, and partly 
from their desire to obtain the dominion of the sea.' The 
expedition, which, he adds, had been undertaken to please 
King Philip, was now solely directed by Boniface and Dan- 
dolo. The brave old leader, whose tenacity of purpose it 
is impossible not to admire, ruled the host by his nod, and, 
in spite of want of provisions, of secret disaffection among the 
troops, and of open opposition, was neither to be frightened 
nor wearied out of the accomplishment of his purpose. 
Iloniface had blundered, had lost his hold over Alexis, and 
seems, since his return in the beginning of November from 
Adrianople, to have been gradually losing ground. Still he, 
too, had his object, for which he was prepared to make every 
sacrifice, and so long as Dandolo was willing to hold out he, 
IcKi, would defy disaffection and opposition. 

Ostensibly, all that Boniface wanted was to be paid. In Doubtful 
reality, nothing was further from his desire. No other griev- ^^j*^!^, 
ance remained.' No other pretence is alleged by any writer. JJ^^^rwi 
The great chance of making payment impossible was to 
insist ujx)n its being made at once. The Emperors were 
dr»ing their utmost, and Isaac had scandalised the Greeks 
by selling church ornaments to raise money.* The revolution 
within the city might result in the substitution of a strong man 
in lieu of the two feeble occupants of the throne. In such case, 
not merely would the great conspiracy of Philip and Boniface 
fail, but payment itself might be altogether lost, or terms 
might be ofTered to the Crusaders which the malcontents 
would have sufficient influence with the army to cause to be 

• Thi% reason » avsijjmtl in Villchanltaiin, Ciunthcr, ihe //«f//«^jW/ CMro»., 
and Rmtangnuft. 

• N*»ccU» anti Ch'^^n. AVryprA/. 
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accepted. Whether payment were made or the latter alter- 
native adopted, the invaders would have no pretence to 
remain longer before the city. There were, therefore, many 
reasons, some of which weighed with the army, while others 
had especial influence with Boniface, in favour of demanding 
immediate payment and of precipitating a struggle. * 



A struggle The barons, therefore, held a parliament, at which Dandolo 
tate^*^* ^vas present, and determined to send a deputation to the 
Emperor, in order to bid him pay or to publicly insult him by 
defying him to battle. The Venetians and the barons each 
chose three of their number for this bold mission. Among the 
latter was Villehardouin himself. The six rode round the har- 
bour to the palace of Blachern girded with their swords. The 
Marshal points out that they adventured much and went in 
great peril on this enterprise. They descended at the palace 
gate, and were admitted into the imperial chamber. The 
Emperors, seated on their respective thrones, side by side, to- 
gether with the Empress, Isaac's wife, and a large assembly of 
nobles, received them. The messengers reminded the Emperors 
of their oaths. * We come,' said Conon de Bethune, addressing 
apparently only Alexis, 'to summon you in the presence of 
your barons to fulfil the agreement made between you and 
us. If you fulfil it, well ; if not, take note that the barons 
will recognise you neither as lord nor as friend, but they will 
consider themselves free to take that which bebngs to them 
in any way in which they can get it They give you notice 
that they will do you no harm till they have defied you. 
They will not betray you ; it is not the custom in their country 
so to do. You have heard what wc have said, and you will 
take counsel upon the matter as you like.' 

The noise which this public challenge made in the city 
was great, as no doubt Boniface and Dandolo intended that 
it should be. The messengers returned to tlie camp, think- 
ing themselves fortunate, as Villehardouin admits, that they 
had escaped with their lives. It is hardly necessary for 
him to add, that the Greeks took this defiance as a great 
insult, and remarked that no one had hitherto dared to 
challenge the Emperor of Constantinople in his own palace. 
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There was now open hostility between the inhabitants Open ho^ 
and the invaders, and each side prepared to oppose the other, mince!^ 
1 he Greeks made a night attempt to bum the V'enetian fleet 
They prepared seventeen boats, set fire to the wood and 
various combustibles with which they had been loaded, and 
at midnight on New Year's Day, when a strong southerly 
wind was blowing, turned them adrift. The attempt, how- 
ever failed. A few persons were injured, and a Pisan 
merchantman was burnt with her cargo ; but the Venetians 
with their boat-h(x>ks managed to push the burning ships 
away from them to the mouth of the harbour, where the 
strong current which is always running soon carried them 
out of the way of doing harm. A week after the Greeks 
made a sortie with their cavalry, but were repulsed. 

Within the city the confusion increased daily. The Revolution 

^ In the city. 

people were convinced that they had nothing to hope from 
cither Em|X!ror. They had at length awakened to a sense of 
dan^^cr. The question was no longer one of a mere change 
of rulers, but one of fulfilling a contract to which they were 
no j>arty, of paying a band of robbers who were without the 
walls for a scr\'ice which their young Emi)eror had requested, 
but which they had not desired, and for which they certainly 
had no reason to be grateful. What they wanted w;is a ruler 
who would not allow them to be plundered. They saw an 
enemy which had already done them grievous wrong, and 
were burning to be delivered from him. The |K)licy of 
Alexis seemed to the citizens to be to sacrifice cvcr>'thing 
in order to keep on gcKid terms with their encmien. Kvrn 
the Crusaders admitted that he was doing what he could for 
them. He was divided between loyalty to his f»wn sulij«-ctH 
and fear of displeasing Thilip of Swabia and his lair «oin 
junii ns.* 

• (iunthet (uv. ) : • VMrfo. rum v:fa\itrf aniun, i nHNlium iit«» i »<"fum 
hr<|uitum ct aniorrni n'-^tmruin, rt j;r.iiiim rttilippi f»i:'*. '|'»' »>• ri'-it"* 
fillcrct \c\ Utlcrcl, fjra\ilrr nMtinJ.it .41. i».l»rr. i urn n^;.. i-l • in'i.in f*. in*, imh 
(jrilc p(*^^ iif)(irili Muu t njti - mij.< f iu» f# » mm . n.* ».t i. oj,- • tU't 

|»jtctc)ui CJrcJtu*, r! i|»%c in C4icc*i» tn fi in. .n^ tui ut, rtim |.f..{'nj u>4t !(• - »\t\ 

ilu-cn%: Minu* rv-^r malum, *i w.lu, ij^* \fH ttu m' * (orr t r t. n.j '^,*tt, i 
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The leaders of the citizens had asked the Emperors to 
take the offensive, to attack the Crusaders, and make an end 
of the matter, but these Emperors were either unwiUin^ or 
afraid to do so. The attempt on the ships was apparently 
the result of a popular impulse. The same popular sentiment 
urged the party to get rid of their imbecile rulers. The 
impulse seems to have been general, for amidst the popular 
movement no attempt appears to have been made to suppress 
the rising which took place against the government. During 
some time the people were undecided as to the course they 
ought to adopt. Meetings were held in the Great Church, 
and each day saw the confusion increase. As day by day 
passed, however, one man was steadily coming to the fronL 
A certain Alexis Ducas, a member of the imperial family, 
and nicknamed Mourtzouphlos, on account of his meeting 
eyebrows, headed the discontented party, and became the 
leader of the revolution. He had for a long time been known 
as the bitterest opponent of the Latins.* 

On the 25th of January, 1204, an extraordinary meeting of 
the inhabitants was held in Hagia Sophia. The senators were 
there, and the members of the college of pontiffs and other 
high dignitaries of the Church. The senate was a survival of 
the early days of the New Rome, and had long since ceased 
to exercise any real authority. In the midst of the anarchy 
which now prevailed public opinion turned for support to 
its mere semblance of power, and senators and pontiffs were 
forced by the threats of the multitude to deliberate on the 
election of a new Emperor. They wished to temporise, but 
the multitude protested that they could not and would not 
live under the actual government. The names of the mem- 
bers of the reigning family and of other nobles were gone 
through, and apparently submitted to the public assembly 
of the citizens. The meeting, however, could not agree upon 
a choice. Those who were selected refused to act. Some of 
the magistrates present were themselves asked to become 
Emperor. A second and a third day were spent in these 
meetings. Finally the choice fell upon a young man named 



VUllehartiouin, p. 221. 
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Nicolas Kanabos, who was, however, chosen against his 
Alexis and Isaac knew what was going on, but were power- 
less. Isaac was ill, Alexis, alarmed for himself, seeing that 
whoever the next Emperor might be the citizens were at least 
determined that he should no longer reign, feeling that power 
was rapidly slipping away from him, and that but for the 
presence of his foreign guards his own life would be in im- 
mediate danger, took what under the circumstances was 
perhaps a natural act, but what was nevertheless justly 
regarded by the citizens as an act of treason. He sent to 
the Marquis of Montferrat, and invited him to fill the palace 
of Blachern with Frenchmen and Italians, in order to defend 
his life and maintain him on the throne. This treason to the 
city cost him both his throne and his life. 

On hearing of what Alexis had done, Mourtzouphlos aicxuu 
decided that the time had come for him to act The minister an?a^ 
of finance was in his favour, but the imperial guard of the p^'^*^ 
Warings, who knew that their duty was to defend the Emperor, claimed, 
constituted a serious obstacle to any attack on the occupant 
of the throne. It is probable that, as foreign mercenaries, 
they were by no means favourably regarded by the people. 
The very fidelity for which, as we have seen, they were so 
justly esteemed by the imperial family, even in the time of 
Anna, made their o|)|)osition on the present occasion the more 
probable. The object of Mourtzouphlos was now to secure 
the jxrrson of Alexis, either by inducing him to leave the 
palace or by withdrawing the Warings themselves. The 
latter course was found to be the cxsier. The Warings were 
therefore deceived, and led to believe that in leaving the 
palace they were to fight for Alexis. The guards being thus 
withdrawn, Mourtzouphlos undertook to secure Alexis. As 
Proto%'€Stiarws^ he had the right of entrance to the palace. 
This he made use of, entered, and. according to the narrative 
of Nicctas, told the young Emj)eror tluit there was a mob 
ctjming to the palace and ready to tear him in pieces on 
account of his proiK>sal to introduce the Crusaders into the 
city. Alexis fell into the trap. His only thought was to 
save himself, and instead of remaining in his palace and 
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awaiting the return of the Warings, he wrapped himself up so 
as not to be recognised, and followed Mourtzouphlos out of 
the palace walls. When he reached the tent of the leader he 
was immediately put in irons and sent to prison. Mourt- 
zouphlos seized the imperial insignia, assumed the vermilion * 
buskins, and was saluted as Emperor. 

Kanabos was abandoned, and the elect of the citizens was 
crowned with the usual formalities in Hagia Sophia. Isaac, 
already very weak, died on hearing the news of his son's 
arrest. Alexis did not survive him beyond a few days. He 
was imprisoned, and on the 1st of February he also died 
Whether his death was a natural one, as his successor 
affirmed, or whether, as Nicetas and Villehardouin declare, 
he was strangled, it is impossible and immaterial to say. 

The new Emperor, Mourtzouphlos, had an impossible task 
to perform, but he set himself to work in a vigorous manner 
to organise the defence. The treasury was empty. Every- 
thing was in confusion. The army was disorganised. Such 
navy as had existed had already been destroyed. A large 
portion of the city was in ruins from the fires. He at once 
ordered a heavy contribution from the wealthy classes, and 
insisted upon the money bein^ paid. He immediately set 
energetically to work to improve the defences. Men worked 
day and night in heightening the walls on the harbour side, 
and in fortifying the gates on the landward side. The 
Emperor encouraged citizens and soldiers by his presence, 
now at the works, now in leading the attacks that he orga- 
nised upon the foraging parties of the enemy. His conduct 
confirmed him in the confidence of the people. He was 
hampered, however, by the old aristocratic spirit of the wealthy 
nobles. To them he was objectionable because in such a 
time he refused to recognise their privileges. He insisted on 
their help, and subjected them together with the rest of the 
inhabitants to the severity of discipline of a city in a state of 

* Vermilion and not pur))1e was the imperial colour in the New Rome. The 
CKcumenical Patriarch still signs with vermilion ink, maintaining in this as in 
several other matters the traditions of the Empire. The Western writers generally 
speak of vermilion, though sometimes also of scarlet, tents, &c., as if no distinc- 
tion were made between the two colours. 
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.sicjjc. They feared his voice, says Nicetas, hke death. His 
energy seems to have entirely won the confidence of the 
imperial guard. They probably resented his conduct in 
withdrawing them from the palace while he obtained posses- 
sion of Alexis ; but when they subsequently learned that the 
Emperor had proposed to bring in the enemy, they consented 
to join Mourtzouphlos.' There were doubtless men among 
them who had left England rather than endure Norman 
tyranny, and such men had now no wish to treat Normans and 
Frenchmen as friends. Had the Gambetta of this revolution 
Ix^en able to have delayed the attack upon the city, it is 
|>ossibIe, and even probable, that he would have saved it. The 
writers on the side of the Crusaders and Venetians speak of 
the new Emperor in a manner which shows that they believed 
they had now a much more formidable opponent to deal with. 
His great object was to save time. The enemy also saw, 
however, that in their interest no time should be given 
him. 

The deposition of Isaac and Alexis gave Boniface and Efffctoi 
Dandolo the excuse they wanted. So long as the 'right ITpw^n^ 
heir ' and his father were reigning within the city, the only 
pretext which the leaders could put forward for remaining 
before it was the merely mercenary^ one that they were waiting 
to be paid. Nou", however, that they were deposed, that 
Isaac was dead, and Alexis, their late guest, a prisoner, and 
now murdered, as they believed, the leaders could again pose 
as the defenders of the right, as the avengers of the injured. 
• Never,* says Viilchardouin, * was so horrible a treason com- 
mitted by any jK^rsons as the deposition and imprisonment of 
yt)ung Alexis.* All agreed, he adds, that the murderer had 
no right to reign, and that all who had consented to the 
de|K>sition were accomplices in the murder. The clergy once 
more u>t'd their inflnence at the bidding of Boniface, and 
preached to the Crusaders that war in such a case was lawful 
and right ; and added that if they intended to conquer the 

Thr author of the Chr^mi.U cf At'r .iV.n/ ch.irm s AlrM-s *»hcn the <^tcrk\ 
u-nt thru fur \hl|»^ i^iin>l the Vrruti^rii, Httli hi>\ui^ ^i\cii notice to the Fiaiik» 
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land and place it in obedience to the Pope, they would have 
the PontifTs indulgence. Crusaders and Venetians alike 
appear to have been content with this assurance. We shall 
see presently that, while some were appealed to on the ground 
that it was their duty to punish murderers, a more substantial 
inducement was held out to all by the prospect of a rich 
harvest of plunder. 

The city was divided. To understand its division it must 
be remembered that the citizens knew little or nothing of the 
plans of the enemy. Boniface appears, on the death of young 
Alexis, to have been regarded in the city as a candidate for 
the imperial throne which his ward had lost The death of 
the latter would probably increase the resentment of his 
friends ; and the nobles, who formed the bulk of his party in 
the city, never worked heartily for Mourtzouphlos. This was, 
no doubt, the party which, as we shall see later, hailed Boniface 
as king. Mourtzouphlos had had as yet insufficient time to 
organise his forces, but meantime was acting bravely, was 
superintending and pushing on the repairs, and was harassing 
the enemy. The Crusaders and Venetians, on their side, were 
equally active. During the days which followed the accession 
of the new Emperor, and before the death of Alexis, an incident 
occurred which is worthy of note.* 

Fighting was going on daily. The neighbouring country 
was scoured in order to lay in a stock of provisions preparatory' 
to the attack and the siege. One of these raids was made 
during the end of January as far as Philies,^ near the Black 
Sea entrance of the Bosphorus, where Henry, the brother of 
Baldwin, Earl of Flanders, led an expedition and captured 
great quantities of cattle and provisions. Mourtzouphlos, 
hearing of their departure, endeavoured to surprise them. A 
sharp skirmish took place, in which he was defeated 
and narrowly escaped being taken prisoner. The imperial 

» Gunther says thai Mourtzouphlos did his utmost to conceal the death of 
Alexis, and sent messengers continually, in the name of the young Emperor, asking 
the leaders of the army to enter the city, but that Dandolo persuaded them not 
to go. 

« Possibly Kilios. 
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gonfalon * was captured, and a banner which represented 
the Virgin, by which the Greeks set great store.' 

Profiting by the occasion presented by this defeat, Boniface Ncgoiia- 
appcars to have entered into negotiations with the Em[>cror in llT^^n*^ 
order to save the hTe of Alexis.' All hope of carrying out the p{,^o^^^j 
design of Philip of Swabia was not lost so long as the life of Boniface. 
Alexis was safe. The message may even have been given in 
the form in which the Russian monk reports it : * Give us 
Alexis, and we will depart and allcw you to remain Emperor. 
We have been forced to come here through necessity.' The 
answer was that the application was too late. Alexis was dead.* 
It is impossible to tell what was the full signification of this 
message, but, read in the light of the surrounding circumstances, 
it appears to me to point to a distinct divergence between the 
Crusaders and the Venetians. Boniface and Dandolo found 
themselves forced to work together, but each distrusted the other 
and was jealous of him. At this moment the great object of the 
first was to save the life of his pupil ; that of the second was 
to make an arrangement with Mourtzouphlos impossible. A 
mission had arrived from the Floly Land, with which was 
Ablx^t Martin, urging the Crusaders to lose no time in going 
to the aid of those who were fighting the Saracens. The old 
spirit of dissatisfaction was once more showing itself. Pos- 
sibly already some news of the intention of the Pope, as 
shown by a letter ordering them to leave for the business of 
the crusiide. had reached thcm."^ 

The design of placing Alexis on the throne was at an end 
with the death of the young man, and e% en if Ik>nifacc had 
knowledge of the arrangemt^it made between the Venetians 

• C*<«linu* «)r% thai \hc FmjH*ror> hj<f twelve cnM;;ru nhirjj were user] in pul»lic 
Crfcmf^ials of t%»n <»nly i»f nliu h ncrc ctnpl">i-<l nhcn tin* Km|H:fMr 

the hcU\. The cinMi-tn «if tlic cily h.Ls al\%.i)>. U-vii ilic cu m i-nt, |>r«»luMy «irri>ol 
fmm the horn* of a bull floCi , nhich \\\c *)inU»l «»f the Tur.iiii.U} i.u e, .i* 
th.li f>f the lii»n »»f the Ari.m. V'u U riv^iinciit h.i«! its tmn tb^ (»f 3ar)i*r, 
i»hmce \till of a IoihI «if s-»l.ln i*. 

» ViUehAflrtiin. 237 .\k»i.i.. |.. 751, 

• CAr^M, A>r^'. OS; < (i'r., A\*m., ||..|if. 

• ^ liU^iit ; :■»•«//. .•/ r*4 A/.-,* /A. 95. **tv xV-y Kjt IbMnin, C*i>n. J'ttn 1/. 
p. * Inn. III. vi. laiiu.uy 2^ 
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and the Sultan of Egypt, he had no interest in prolonging the 
stay before Constantinople. The failure of the object of the 
expedition had added largely to the number of the mal- 
contents, and it may well be that Boniface felt inclined to give 
way to them. If this were so we can well understand the 
jealousy which undoubtedly soon displayed itself towards 
Dandolo. But the latter was now master of the situation. 
The Crusaders were almost as much at the mercy of the 
Venetians as when they were on the Lido. Provisions were 
short January and February are in Constantinople cold and 
stormy months. The Venetians could urge the necessity of 
waiting for fine weather before they embarked. Their money 
was spent. They were to some extent as one writer says, 
* between the hammer and the anvil,' and were compelled to 
follow as Dandolo led. The next negotiation was therefore one 
in which there is no evidence that Boniface took any part, just 
as in the one already mentioned there is nothing to show that 
Dandolo had any share. Each leader was playing for his own 
hand. The common bond of union had not yet been found. 
Attempt to A meeting took place between the Emperor Mourtzouphlos 
Emperor. ^ and Dandolo in order professedly to discuss conditions of peace. 

The meeting was held at the monastery of St. Cosma, which 
was about half a mile without the walls of Blachern.* The 
Doge asked for immediate payment of fifty centenaria of gold,' 
and imposed other conditions which were exceedingly hard, 
among which probably was obedience to the Romish Church. 
Dandolo must have known that his conditions were certain to 
be refused. While the two leaders were together, a detach- 
ment of the Crusaders' cavalry made a descent from an adjoin > 
ing hill with the object of capturing the Emperor, and would 
have succeeded if he had not fled. Some of his body guard 
were indeed captured.' 

• The monastery of St. Cosma is rej)ealedly mentioned l)y the B)iaiitine 
writers. Du Cange, Cos, Chn'st. p. 127, discusses with his usual deluge of learn- 
ing where it was situated, and arrives at the conclusion I have adopted. The 
position agrees with that given by Nicetas, who says that Dandolo crossed in a 
galley, while the Emperor rode thither. 

^ Nicetas, p. 751. 

■ Nicetas (p. 752) is the authority for this statement. It is not improlaMc, 



Digitized by 



NEGOTIATIONS ABANDONED. 



335 



No further attempt at negotiation appears to have been 
made either by the Venetians or the Crusaders. Boniface had 
failed, and had probably no wish to come to an arrangement ^if' 
when he learned that Alexis was really dead. lie could no ^"'^•icc. 
longer carry out the design of Philip to unite the two Empires. 
Two courses were open to him : to go with the Crusaders to 
Kgypt or to Palestine, or to throw in his lot with Dandolo. 
His oath, the wishes of the better portion of his troops, the 
command of the Pope, the call from the messengers who had 
come from the Holy Land, urged him in one direction. But 
to leave Constantinople was to admit himself beaten, and to 
be submitted to the reproaches of the Crusaders for the failure 
of the expedition up to the present The chances of success 
against the infidels were now far less than they had been. 
Even supposing that Boniface knew nothing of the treaty be- 
tween Venice and the Sultan of Egypt, the difficulties before 
a crusading host were largely increased. The expedition 
organised with so much care by Innocent had been divided, 
and all who had taken part in it had up to the present time 
been unfortunate. The mcsscnL;crs with whom Abbot Martin 
had arrived told how the Flanders fleet, which had wintered in 
Marseilles, and which had more Crusaders on board than those 
who were before Constantinople, had failed in Syria. Great 
numbers had been stricken down with country fever and had 
died. The rest had returned home. They related also how 
those who had gone to Prince Bohemund in Antioch, who 
was fighting for the Armenians against the Turks, had been 
slaughtered or captured to a man. 

The Venetians, moreover, were not yet paid, and would 
never consent to trans|K)rt the army. It would be ncccssar)', 
if lk>niface wished to lead his army against the infidels, cither 
to pay the Venetians or to fight them. To do the one was im- 
{x>shible. To do the other was incx|H:dicnt. If the Crusaders 
defeated Dandc»l<), his army would be at the mercy of the 
Greeks. If Dandolo should succeed, he was e<|ually ruined. The 
Crusaders at least were between the hammer and the anvil. 

anii in lct^i u liUrly cn m^h, if <funthcr'ft Mtiiy i\ true tlul ihc Em|< ft»r had (n. J 
Ic*.' y the IcdMcf- int" tht tity. 
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Advan- The sccond course, on the other hand, to throw in his lot 

a^fing^vith w'^^ Dandolo, offered innumerable advantages. The richest 
Dandoio. ^[^y world was before them. Its inhabitants were divided. 

Its defences had already been proved to be vulnerable. Its 
soldiers had shown themselves less valiant than his own host 
The Crusaders and Venetians alike would fight heartily in 
order to have the looting of such undreamt-of wealth as they 
had already seen. The disaffected in the army, who were un- 
influenced by the bait of plunder, could be brought over under 
the plea that the dearest object of Innocent, after the defeat 
of the miscreants, was the union of the two Churches, and 
that in attacking the Greeks they were punishing them gene- 
rally for their schism, and specially for their share in the 
deposition of their lawful ruler. The temptation of plunder, 
added to the excuse that they were in the path of duty and 
of obedience, would overcome the most scrupulous. And then, 
the greatest inducement of all to Boniface presented itself. 
If the city were captured a new Emperor would have to be 
chosen. Who so certain of success as he? He was the 
chosen leader of the crusading army. Baldwin of Flanders 
and the other princes of the army had never pretended to 
dispute his supremacy. He had hitherto carried everything 
before him. The malcontents at Venice, at Zara, at Corfu, 
and before the city had been powerless. He had but to 
triumph once more, and he would be Emperor of the New 
Rome. He had done his best, as even Philip must admit, for 
young Alexis. The Swabian king could not blame him if, 
after all his loyal efforts, he should now fight for himself. The 
prospect was too dazzling to admit of indecision. He threw 
in his lot heartily with Dandolo and declared for the siege. 
An attack Conformity with the practice followed throughout the 

is^decided expedition it became necessary to assemble a parliament to 
decide on the next step. This met probably in the early days 
of March. We have no information as to what went on in 
reference to the proposal to attack the city. What is certain 
is that the parliament agreed to it. We know also that the 
meeting was long and stormy. * On y parla assez, en avant ct 
en arricrc,' says the Marshal. The result arrived at confirms 



Digitized by 



PROSrECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS. 



337 



the natural presumption that there were two, and probably 
even three, parties. The interest of the Crusaders was opposed 
to that of the Venetians. But the Crusaders were still, as they 
had always been, divided. The malcontents who had been 
opposed to the expedition to Constantinople distrusted and 
were disj^justed with Boniface, and, though they were not able 
to have their own way. were sufficiently powerful at least to 
thwart his plans. It was decided that if the city were taken Deacon as 
si.x Venetians and six Crusaders should be elected to form a of *,^>'ii /" 
committee to choose an Kin|x;ror.* A proviso was, however, J!^*^^^ 
added that all the twelve delegates should solemnly swear on 
holy relics that they would elect the candidate whom they 
believed to be the best in the interest of the world. The 
other provisions show that the parties were pretty equally 
balanced. It was agreed that if a Frank* should be 
elected Emperor the Patriarch should be chosen by the 
Venetians, and vice 7*c'rstt The Emperor was to receive one- 
fourth of all that should be captured within the city and 
throughout the Empire, together with the two imperial 
palaces of Blachem and the Lion s Mouth. The remain- 
ing three-fourths were to be divided cijually between the 
Venetians and the Crusaders. The gold and silver, the cloth, 
th<^ silk, and all the rest of the b<x>ty captured were to be 
al>andoned to the host, and to be collected t<»gcther for the 
sake of a fair division. When this should have been accfim- 
plished a nrw committee of twenty-four. chos<^-n by th<: 
\'enetians and the Crusaders, was to be named to divide tli<! 
Empire into fiefs, and to define the feudal service whic h tli' 
holders should render to the new Ein|>eror. It wa^ furlln t 
reNolved that no one should lay hands on priest or monk nor 
plunder the churches or monastenVs. The division of the 
s|)oils of tbc Empire, including thr carving out of the fiefs, 
was to be finishetl within a year, and therefore to U- corn- 
pleletl lx?fore the end of March I 205 Aft« r the 1 .ipiure of 

• k")«-rt <fr I Ian o) . o«» ni) Htfr I h.r^ n, li-n ff.m » h 'I'\iu i 

' Thr Irnn • h raru l»< •!% ' l* u*ol lr> all llir route iii|«.r ir> * r»f . i . I.. .|. i. i 

Frenchmen, Klciniiiv:N (fcruiari*. an*! Iliii^:tif»'lnii I K«- i«rifi • I luil.' >, i. 

%tilt tt-.ll in the Iblljn |H.iiin«ula, in niurh the -imr i. »l.«ri(«if a* f. 

% ( till til •t>c. 
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the city all were to be free to leave it who wished to do so up 
to that date. After it, however, all who remained were to be 
bound to accept the suzerainty of the Emperor.* 

The bear's skin having thus been divided, it only remained 
to capture the bear. 

The Crusaders and Venetians had been pressing on their 
works for the attack upon the city with all their might. Rewards 
were offered to those whose scaling ladders and covered gang- 
ways, to be thrown out from the ships' cross-trees to the walls, 
were first ready. The machines were prepared for hurling 
stones. Battering-rams, balistae, mangonels, and all the engines 
known to the military science of the time for attacking a walled 
city were got ready. There was no longer any question of 
leaving for the Holy Land. The lust of gain had fallen upon 
the whole of the army, and while they were making prepara- 
tions for the attack they were already planning out the best 
course for a division of the spoil. 

• The agreement is given in Tafel and Thomas, pp. 444 and 452; Ville- 
hardouin, pp. 234-5 ; Rhamnusius, iii. ; Innocent, Gesta, p. 90. 
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THE ASSAULT, CAFTUk*:, \SU PLLNl Lk Of THL Cin*. 

The preparations which the leader^ had been pu-hir.:^ on 
during several weeks were completed by the 8th of April, ar.d 
that day was chosen for an assault up'^n the city. A note- 
worthy change of plan had been made from that which had 
been acted upon nine mfinths before. Instead of attack r;^ 
simultane<3Usly a portion of the harbour walls and a jx.rtion 
of the landward walls, Venetians and Crusaders a i Re directed 
their efforts against the defences on the side of the harb'>ur. 
The horses were embarked once more in the hui- :er->. The 
line of battle was drawn up ; the huis-.icrs and galleys in 
front, the transports a little behind, and alternating l><.t Aeen 
the huissiers and the galleys. The whole length of the line 
of battle was upwards of half a league,' and stretched 
from the Hlachcm to beyond the Petrion.' The KmjKrrfjr\ 
vermilion tent had been pitched on the hill just beyond the 
district of the Petrion, where he could sex' the ships when 
they came immediately under the walN. Before him was the 

* Koticrt (ic i \xn "ay* it wi* i Ic^^c long a Uattir.. «^ y }, r^r.r, >• 

be true. 

' The rctri*<n, •tmh u rt|<»atf'ily ni< niK-nr^i l^y r.-ntf n-;- far> wn'rn, 
a »ii>liH:t t*uih fin \hc sI jt of a hill fur.iiin^ pjirill«l to tt.c i. t\ I|(^n f^if 
»U»ul ontf-thinl f.f the K Tt^'h of thr h jfU .ur » alK ras' « w 1 v fr-m iA,\< \)> tn. It 
hail apjarently licrn a n* K'*'^ -f'' 'lunnj; tlir t jii> ri ut.ji h > of M.i ),i tofy .,f 
( tm^ianlinoplc. l^it ha^l Utc ly r on.i: to Ijr \)u u t t. <• of i,. u , f. -i )„ rn n , »/. I 
the kite of MTVrral n»o[,.i\ii ru ^ jh<1 Ci.nMfi'.v A t:rt | ut t« t>'<* <«iij|iitl )^ 
iKc Je»i%h o»lofiy of Halata. I>u C jn^:c, ( >4. I 'r. M i ItuMr.ii, of f on 

ttantinoplr, ha» raicfully etamiiu^l thr s!ion, ar..i h-i, j u It ti. -1 if,r rr uli 
hi* in(|uiry in i » n%iaritmi«|»lc. Nuitas va>\ tiiat ihc rr.i. Ih^I frotn |;i.uf„fn 

lo ihr ii»<»na%trry *t( K.\ef)tH^. 1 hi^ n»oriA*ttry i»a% ntaf, UK/i* thr ptc 4fif 
infrM|uc 'A Sultan Sclim. 
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An assault district which had been devastated by the fire. On the morning 

IS made, ^j. ^j^^ ^^j^ ^j^^ ships, drawn up in the order I have described, 
passed over from the north to the south side of the harbour. 
The Crusaders landed in many places, and attacked from a 
narrow strip of the land between the walls and the water. 
Then the assault began in terrible earnest along the whole 
line. Amid the din of the imperial trumpets and drums the 
attackers endeavoured to undermine the walls, while others 
kept up a continual rain of arrows, bolts, and stones. The 
ships had been covered with planks and skins so as to defend 
J them from the stones and from the famous Greek fire, and, 
thus protected, pushed boldly up to the walls. The transports 
soon advanced to the front, and were able to get so near the 
walls that the attacking parties on the gangways or platforms, 
flung out once more from the ships* tops, were able to cross 
lances with the defenders of the walls and towers.' The 
attack took place at upwards of a hundred points until noon, 
or^ according to Nicetas, until evening. Both parties fought 
well. The invaders were repulsed. Those who had landed 
were driven back, and amid the shower of stones were unable 

and fails, to remain on shore. The invaders lost more than the de- 
fenders. The heightening of the walls had made their 
capture more difficult than at the previous attack. Before 
night a portion of the vessels had retired out of range of the 
mangonels^ while another portion remained at anchor and 
continued to keep up a continual fire against those on the 
walls. The first day s attack had failed. 

Retreat to The leaders of both Crusaders and Venetians withdrew 



their forces to the Galata side. The assault had failed, and it 
became necessary at once to determine upon their next step. 
The same evening a parliament was hastily called together. 
Once more, in the presence of defeat, the old diflTcrenccs 
showed themselves. Some advised that the next attack 
should be made on the walls on the Marmora side, which 
were not .so strong as tho.se facing the Golden Horn. The 

' The author of the Dcvastatio and Robert de Clari speak enthusiastically of 
ihc ingenuity of the Venetians, as shown in the construction of these platforms or 
sailasy and of the other machinery for attack. 




ASSAULT UPON THE CITY. 



Venetians, however, immediately took an exception, which 
cver>'one who knew Constantinople would at once recognise 
as unanswerable. On that side the current is always much 
too strong to allow vessels to be anchored with any amount 
(}( steadiness, or even safety. Villehardouin*s irritation at the 
suggestion shows how bitter the opposition still continued. 
There were some present, he says, who would have been very 
well content that the current or a wind — no matter what 
-should have dispersed the vessels, provided that they 
themselves could have left the country and have gone on 
their way. 

It was at length decided that the two following days, the As^vond 
lOth and I Ith, should be devoted to repairing their damages, dwuw 
and that a second assault should be delivered on the 1 2th. 
The previous day was a Sunday, and Boniface and Dandok) 
made use of it to appease the discontent in the rank and file 
of the army. Once more, as at Corfu and before the first 
attack upon the city, the bishops and abbots were set to work 
to preach against the Greeks. They urged that the war was 
jusi, because Mourtzouphlos w.is a traitor and a murderer, a 
man more disloyal than Judas ; that the Greeks had been 
diM)bedient to Rome, and had perversely been guilty of 
schism in refusing to recognise the supremacy of the Pope, 
and that Innocent himself desired the union of the two 
Churches. They saw in the defeat the vengeance of God on 
account of the sins of the Crusaders. The loose women were 
ordered out of the camp, and for better security were shipj)cd 
and sent far away. Confession and communion were en- 
joinetl, and, in short, all that the clerg>' could do was done to 
prove that the cause was just, to quiet the discontented, and 
to occupy ihcm until the attack next day.* 

The warriors had in the meantime been industriously re- 
{lairing their ships and their m.ichines of war. A slight, but 
not unimportant, change of tactics had been suggested by the 
assault on the 9lh. Kach transport had bcvn assigned to a 
separate tower. The number of men who could fii;ht from 
the gangways or platforms thrown out from the lops had 
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been found insufficient to hold their own against the de- 
fenders. The modified plan was, therefore, to lash together, 
opposite each tower to be attacked, two ships containing 
gangways to be thrown out from their tops, and thus concen- 
trate a greater force against each tower. Probably also the 
line of attack was considerably shorter than at the first 
assault 



The second On Monday morning, the I2th, the assault was renewed. 

The tent of the Emperor had been pitched near the monas- 
tery of Pantcpoptis,* one of many which were in the district 
of the Petrion, extending along the Golden Horn from the 
palace of Blachern, about one-fourth of its length. From 
this position he could see all the movements of the fleet. 
The walls were covered with men who were ready again to 
fight under the eye of their Emperor. The assault com- 
menced at dawn, and continued with the utmost fierceness. 
Every available Crusader and Venetian took part in it. Each 
little group of ships had its own special portion of the walls 
with its towers to attack. The besiegers during the first 
portion of the day made little progress, but a strong north 
wind sprang up, which enabled the vessels to get nearer the 
land than they had previously been. Two of the transports, 
the * Pilgrim * and the * Parvis,' lashed together, succeeded in 
throwing one of their gangways across to a tower in the 
Petrion, and opposite the position occupied by the Emperor.* 
A Venetian, and a French knight, Andr^ d'Urboise, im- 
mediately rushed across and obtained a foothold. They were 
at once followed by others, who fought so well that the de- 
fenders of the tower were either killed or fled. The example 
gave new courage to the invaders. The knights who were in 
the huissiers, as soon as they saw what had been done, leaped 
on shore, placed their ladders against the wall, and shortly 
captured four towers. Those on board the fleet concentrated 

* The remarkable church of this monastery still exists as a mosque, and is 
known as * Eski imaret Mahallasse.* It still bears witness to its having been 
arranged for both monks and nuns. It is on the Fourth Hill, just above the 
Phanar. 

« Nicctas, p. 753. 
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their efforts on the gates, broke in three of them, entered the 
city, while others landed their horses from the huissiers. As 
soon as a company of knights was formed, they entered 
the city through one of these gates, and charged for the 
Kmpcror*s camp. Mourtzouphlos had drawn up his troops 
before his tents, but they were unused to contend with men 
in heavy armour, and after a fairly obstinate resistance the 
imperial troops fled. The Emperor, says Nicetas, who is 
certainly not inclined to unduly praise the Emperor, who had 
tlcprivcd him of his post of Grand Logotlute, did his best to 
rally his troops, but all in vain, and he had to retreat towards 
the palace of the Lion's Mouth. TTie number of the wounded 
and dead was *sans fin et sans mcsure.* An indiscriminate* 
slaughter commenced. The invaders spared neither age nor 
sex. In order to render themselves safe they set fire to the 2^*' ^'^ 
city lying to the east of them, and burnt e\'erything between 
the monastery of Everyetis and the quarter knou-n as Droun- 
garios.* So extensive was the fire, which burned all night 
and until the next evening, that, according to the Marshal, 
more houses were destroyed than there were in the three 
largest cities of France. The tents of the Emperor and the 
imperial palace of Blachcm were pillaged, the conrjuerors 
making their head-quarters on the same site at PantcjKjptis. 
It was evening, and already late, when the Cruvulers had 
entered the city, and it was imi>«^sMble for them to continue 
their work of destruction through the night They therefore 
cncamfx:d near the walls and towers which thcyh;id capture*!, 
n.ildwin of Flanders sj)ent the night in the vermiiion Irnt of 
the Em|>cror, his brother Henry in front of the palace of 
l^lachern, Boniface, the Marquis of Montferrat. f*n the other 
side of the imf>erial tents in the heart <if the city. 

The city was already taken. The inhabitants were at 
length awakened out c>f the dream of security into which ' 
seventeen unsuccessful attemj)ts to capture the New Rome 
had lulled them. Every charm, pa^^'an and Christian, had 
been without avail. The easy sloth into which the jx^^^ s-^ion 

• It i»M the «|uftrtcf aUiut ihr^^iic in the hafl-nir wall\, f>«m known a* /ir»<Un 
('a|M>u, ocar ihr liuii maikrt. 
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of innumerable relics, and the consciousness of being under 
the protection of an army of saints and martyrs, had plunged 
a large part of the inhabitants, had been rudely dispelled. 
The Panhagia of the Blachern, with its relic of the Virgin s 
robe, the host of heads, arms, bodies, and vestments of saints 
and of portions of the holy Cross, had been of no more use 
than the palladium which lay buried then, as now, under the 
great column which Constantine had built The rough 
energy of the Westerns had disregarded the talismans of the 
Greek Church as completely as those of paganism. In vain 
had the believers in these charms destroyed during the si^e 
the statues which were believed to be of ill omen or unlucky. 
The invaders had a superstition as deep as their own, but 
with the difference that they could not believe that a people 
in schism could have the protection of the hierarchy of 
heaven, or be regarded as the rightful possessors of so many 
relics. During the night following its capture the Golden 
Gate, which was at the Marmora side of the landward walls, 
had been opened, and already an affrighted crowd was pres- 
sing forward to make its escape from the captured city. 
Others were doing their best to bury their treasures. The 



Flight of Emperor himself, either seized with pam'c or finding that all 
peror. was lost — as, indeed, everything was lost so soon as the army 
had succeeded in obtaining a foothold within the walls— fled 
from the city. He, too, escaped by the Golden Gate, taking 
with him Euphrosyne, the widow of Alexis. The brave 
Theodore Lascaris determined, however, to make one more 
attempt. His appeal to the people was useless. Those who 
were not panic-stricken appear to have been indifferent 
Some, at least, were apparently still dreaming of a mere 
change of rulers, like those of which the majority of them 
had seen several. Theodore turned his attention to the 
Waring guard, but before any attempt at reorganisation 
could be made the enemy was in sight, and Theodore himself 
had to fly. The Crusaders had expected, according to the 
Marshal, another day*s fighting, and knew nothing of the 
flight of Mourtzouphlos. To their surprise, they encountered 
no resistance. The day was occupied in taking possession of 
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their conquest The Byzantine troops, includin^^ also the 
Warings, laid down their arms on receiving assurances of 
personal safety. The Italians who had been expelled took 
advantage of the entry of their friends, and appear to have 
retaliated upon the population for their expulsion. Two 
thousand of the inhabitants, says Gunther,* were killed, and 
mostly by these returned Italians. As the victorious Cru- 
saders passed through the streets, women, old men, and chil- 
dren, who had been unable to flee, met them, and, placing one 
finger over another so as to make the sign of the Cn^ss, 
hailed the Marquis of Montfcrrat as King,' while a hastily 
gathered procession, with the Cross and the sacred emblems k^^^ 
of Christ, greeted him in triumph. The people had known 
him as the guardian of Alexis. Besides those who yet 
believed that all the change which would be made would be 
that of the sovereign, there were some among the number 
who had been the partisans of young Alexis, and who 
believed that they were therefore entitled to share in the 
favour, or at least in the clemency, of Boniface, It was, 
therefore, natural that he should be haileil as king. 

The Marquis had led his division along the shr>rc of the 
Horn round to the palace of Bucolcon. The fxrcupant^ sur- 
rendered it The ladies of the court, including fine u ho harl 
been the sister of the King of France and anoihc r the si \rr 
of the King of Hungar>%had fled to the fortress of thi^ palace 
on the capture of the city. While Ikmiface VntU |>*>.^ .>iofi 
of the Buco|cM>n, Ilenrj', brother of Baldwin, cKfupi'd iljr 
Blachcrn. 

Then iK-^'an the plumler (tf ihr city. Ihr iin|Hfi,il r * r 

tr«'asur> and tin* ar^-nal ucrr plafrd iindrr ird , but vMth ^ 
thr-i' twccptioiis thr ri^fit to p!un«!» r u.». m li 't,tt\ 

nalcly to the tnN»p>, and ^.lilors. Nr\fr tri I uf j**- v, i . ,i 
work of piii.i;^e more s)Ntrinati< .ill)- am! Imdm N I) <,irn«d 
out. Nt \i-r by thr ami)' of a (. hn ti.ui *^.tU- w i. ,j 
mi>rc barbaroiit sa .k of a i it) th.in th.it |m t j>* t r .»♦« < I I*) tli< 
v»ldicrN of christ, Nworn V» < h.istil)', .1 U f-.r*- (,.^| h"t 

to shr<l C'hrisii.in bl«MKl, and UMnn,; iijHMi tli» in ll * # ttAtl rti 



< U. Will. 
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The sack of the city went on during the three days after 
the capture.* An order was issued, probably on the third 
day, by the leaders of the army for the protection of women. 
Three bishops had pronounced excommunication against all 
who should pillage church or convent* It was many days, 
however, before the army could be reduced to its ordinary 
condition of discipline. A proclamation was made throughout 
the army that all the booty should be collected, in order to 
be divided fairly among the captors. Three churches were 
selected as dep6ts, and trusty guards of Crusaders and 
Venetians were stationed to watch what was thus brought in. 
Much, however, was kept back and much stolen. Stem 
measures had to be resorted to before order was restored. 
Many Crusaders were hanged. The Count of St. Paul hung 
one of his own knights with his shield round his neck because 
he had not given up the booty he had captured. A contem- 
porary writer, the continuator of the history of William of 
Tyre, forcibly contrasts the conduct of the Crusaders before 
and after the capture. When the Latins would take Constanti- 
nople they held the shield of God before them. It was only 
when they had entered that they threw it away, and covered 
themselves with the shield of the devil.' 
experi- I have already mentioned that the Italians resident in 

s of ^ 



Nicetas. Constantinople who had returned to the city with their 
countrymen were conspicuous in their hostility to the Greeks. 
Amid this resentment there were examples, however, that 



» * Tres dies gladiis saeviliant.*— Clari, Ixxx. 

* • Sed oeca cupiditas, qua; facile persuadct, ita manus eonim viclrices viclas 
tenuit, ut non solum ecclesias violarent, immo etiam vascula, in quibus sanctorum 
reliquiae quiesccbant, impudenter eflrangerent, aurum inde et argentum ct gemmas 
turpiter evellentes ; ipsas vero reliquias pro nihilo reputahant. Quo audito, 
seniores exercitus doluerunt valde, timentes ne talis victoria cis in exitium verte- 
retur ; habito igitur consilio, legatus, qui vicem a]x)stoiici gerebat, cum archiepi- 
scopis et episcopis, sub districti anathcniatis intcrniinatione precepit, ne quis sibi 
retineret reliquias, sed omnes in manu bonae memori«i! Guameri, tunc Treccnsis 
episcopi, libere rcsignarent. Inter quas inventum est caput gloriosi niartyris, 
nudum quidem, nisi quod circulus argcnlcus ijisi capili circuniductus erat, ct 
supra, in modum crucis extensus, ti>tum comjirebendclxat, in quo erat scriptum 
antiquis Uteris gnecis, qua; adhuc il>i apparent : AFIOl MAMAl, quo*l intcrpre- 
latur Sanctus Manias.' Can. Lingoncnsis, Exuvitc Sac. i. 29. 

■ VEstoire dc Erailts^ p. 275, Rc^tuil. 
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fr>rnier friendships were not forgotten. The escape of Nicctas 
himself is an illustration in point He had held the position 
uf Grand Logotltete^ but he had been deposed by Mourt- 
zouphlos. When the Latins entered the city he had retired 
to a small house near Hagia Sophia, which was so situated as 
to be likely to escape observation. Mis large house, and 
prv>bably his official residence, which he is careful to tell us 
was adorned with an abundant store of ornaments, had been 
burnt down in the second fire. Many of his friends found 
refuge with him, apparently regarding his dwelling as specially 
adapted for concealment. Nothings however, could escape 
the observation of the horde which was now ransacking every 
comer. When the Italians had been banished from the city 
Nicctas had sheltered a Venetian merchant with his wife and 
family. This man now clothed himself like a soldier, and, 
pretending that he was one of the invaders, prevented his 
countr>*men or any other Latins from entering the house. 
For some time he was successful, but at length a crowd, prin- 
cij^ally of French soldiers, pushed past and flocked within. 
From that time protection became impossible. The Venetian 
advised Nicetas to leave, in order to prevent himself from 
txing imprisoned and to save the honour of his daughters. 
Nicetas and his friends accepted the advice. Having clothed 
themselves in skins or the poorest garments, they were con- 
ducted through the city by their faithful friend as if they 
were his pri oners. The girls and young ladies of the party 
were placed in their midst, their faces having been inten- 
tionally smeared in order to give them the appearance of 
being of the poorest class. As they reached the G(»lden Gate 
the daughter of a magistrate who was one of the party was 
suddenly seized and carried off by a Crusader. Iler father, 
who was weak and old, and wearied with the long walk, fell, 
and was unable to do anything but cr>' for assistance. Nicetas 
foihjwed and called the attention of certain s<»ldiers who were 
I>assing, and after a long ami pilcHUis a|»])ea!. after reminding; 
them of the pnKrlamation which had bt^cn made against the 

* Thi> ofii.r ^'ill cxutv The j'uncjjal *lulv nf ihi i-rr- n who h -t.is il i% • . 
rrritc the 1 fCT-i! in ^Jirjl rilvi"U» f\u «» h. n ihr I'ttri^i. Ji < 1 1 i 
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violation of women, he ultimately succeeded in saving the 
maiden. The entreaties would have been in vain if the 
leader of the party had not at length threatened to hang the 
offender. A few minutes later the fugitives had passed out 
of the city, and fell on their knees to thank God for His pro- 
tection in having permitted them to escape with their lives. 
Then they set out on their weary way to Silivria. The road 
was covered with fellow-sufferers. Before them was the 
Patriarch himself, * without bag or money or stick or shoes, 
with but one coat,* says Nicetas, *like a true apostle, or rather 
like a true follower of Jesus Christ, in that he was seated on 
an ass, with the difference that instead of entering the New 
Sion in triumph he was leaving it' 
Division of A large part of the booty had been collected in the three 
the spoil, ci^urches designated for that purpose. The Marshal himself 
tells us that much was stolen which never came into the 
general mass. The stores which had been collected were, 
however, divided in accordance with the compact which had 
been made before the capture. The Venetians and the 
Crusaders each took half Out of the moiety belonging to 
the army there was paid the fifty thousand silver marks due 
to the Venetians. Two foot sergeants received as much as 
one horse sergeant, and two of the latter sergeants received as 
much as a knight Exclusive of what was stolen and of 
what was paid to the Venetians, there were distributed among 
the army 400,000 mark*?, or 800,000/., and 10,000 suits of 
armour.* 

The total amount distributed among the Crusaders and 
Venetians shows that the wealth of Constantinople had not 
been exaggerated. 800,000/. was given to the Crusaders, a 
like sum to the Venetians, with the 100,000/ due to them. 
These sums had been collected in hard cash from a city where 
the inhabitants were hostile, and where they had in their wells 
and cisterns an easy means of hiding their treasures of gold, 
silver, and precious stones — a means traditionally well known 
in the East — and in a city half of which had been recently 

* Du C.ingc's version says chcvaucheutes^ or leasts of burden. I adopt that 
of M. Wailly. 
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burnt in three great fires. As we have seen, abundance of 
booty was taken possession of by the troops which never went 
into the general mass. Sismondi ^ estimates that the wealth 
in specie and movable property before the capture was not 
less than twenty-four million pounds sterling. 

The distribution was made during the latter end of April. 
Many works of art in bronze were sent to the melting-pot to 
be coined. Many statues were broken up in order to obtain 
the metals with which they were adorned. The conquerors 
knew nothing and cared nothing for the art which had added 
value to the metal. The weight of the bronze was to them 
the only question of interest. The works of art which they Dcstruciion 
destroyed were sacrificed not to any sentiment like that of 
the Moslem against images which they believed to be idols 
or talismans. No such excuse can be made for the Christians 
of the West. Their motive for destroying so much that was 
valuable was neither fanaticism nor religion. It was the simple 
greed for gain. No sentiment restrained their cupidity. 
The great statue of the Virgin which ornamented the Taurus 
was sent as unhesitatingly to the furnace as the figure of 
I Icrculcs. No object was sufficiently sacred, none sufficiently 
beautiful, to be worth saving if it could be converted into 
ca-sh. Amidst so much that was destroyed it is impossible 
that there were not a considerable number of works of art of 
the best periods. The one list which has been left us by the 
Greek I.ogoOut€ professes to give account of only the larger 
statues which were sent to the melting-pot. But it is worth 
while to note what were these principal objects so destroyed. 

Ik^forc doing so, however, let me again point out that 
Constantinople had long bix^n the great storehouse of works 
of art and of Christian relics, the latter of which were usually 
encased with all the skill that wealth could buy or art furnish. 
It had the great advantage over the KIder Rome that it 
had never been pluntlcml by hordes of barbarians. It*, 
streets and public places had been adorned for centuries with 
statues in bronze or marble. In reading the works of the 
historians of the Lower Mmpirc the reader cannot fail to Ik; 
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struck alike with the abundance of works of art and with the 
appreciation in which they were held by the writers. First 
among the buildings as among the works of art, in the esti- 
Pi mder of mation of every citizen, was Hagia Sophia. It was emphati- 
so|fh^ cally the Great Church. Tried by any test, it is one of the 
building^ "^^^^ beautiful of human creations. Nothing in Western 
and works Europe cvcn now gives a spectator, who is able with an 
educated eye to restore it to something like its former con- 
dition, so deep an impression of unity, harmony, richness, and 
beauty in decoration as does the interior of the masterpiece 
of Justinian. All that wealth could supply and art produce 
had been lavished upon its interior— at that time, and for long 
afterwards, the only portion of a church which the Christian 
architect thought deserving of study. * Internally, at least,' 
says a great authority on architecture, * the verdict seems 
inevitable that Santa Sophia is the most perfect and most 
beautiful church which has yet been erected by any Christian 
people. When its furniture was complete the verdict would 
have been still more strongly in its favour.* * We have seen 
that to Nicetas, who knew and loved it in its best days, it 
was a model of celestial beauty, a glimpse of heaven itself. 
To the more sober English observer, * its mosaic of marble 
slabs of various patterns and beautiful colours ; the domes, 
roofs, and curved surfaces, with gold-grounded mosaic relieved 
by figures or architectural devices* are *^wonderfully grand 
and pleasing."-* All that St Mark's is to Venice, Hagia 
Sophia was to Constantinople. But St. Mark's, though en- 
riched with some of the spoils of its great original, is, as to 
its interior at least, a feeble copy. Hagia Sophia justified its 
founder in declaring, * I have surpassed thee, O Solomon,* and 
during seven centuries after Justinian his successors had each 

* Fergusson's Hist, of Arch,^ vol. ii. p. 32 1. I may add lhat at Mount 
Alhos, where Hyzanline architecture flctl after the fall of the capital, and where 
it became crystallised, I have seen how completely the remark is lx>rne out 
that the furniture must have greatly improved the ap})earance of a Byzantine 
church. In the churches of ^»ome of the monasteries - that, for example, at 
Vatopedi — a visitor may sec what Byzantine architecture was at its best, and m.iy 
reconstruct the decoration of such beautiful churches as the Karkrie jamisi at 
Constantinople. 
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attempted to add to its wealth and its decoration. Yet this, 
incomparably the most beautiful church in Christendom, at 
the opening of the thirteenth century was stripped and plun- 
dered of every ornament which could be carried away. It 
appeared to the indignant Greeks that the very stones would 
be torn from the walls by these intruders, to whom nothing 
was sacred. ' 

Around the Great Church were other objects which could 
be readily converted into bronze, and the destruction of which 
was irreparable. The immense hippodrome was crowded 
with statues. Egypt had furnished an obelisk for the centre. 
Delphi had given its commemoratory bronze of the victory of 
I'lata^a. Later works of Pagan sculptors were there in abun- 
dance, while Christian artists had continued the traditions of 
their ancestors in a style by no means so debased as Western 
writers have, until recently, believed it to be. The cultured 
inhabitants of Constantinople appreciated these works of art, 
and took care of them. In giving a list of the more im- 
f)ortant of the objects which went to the melting pot, Nicetas 
again and again urges that these works were destroyed by 
barbarians who were ignorant of their value. Incapable of 
aj)|>reciating either their historical interest or the value with 
which the labour of the artist had endowed them, the 
Crusaders knew only the value of the metals of which they 
were composed.* 

The Km|>crors had been buried within the precincts of the 
church of the Holy Aix>stlcs. the site of which was afterwards 
chosen by Mahomet the Second for the erection of the moscjiu- 
now called by his name. Their tombs. Ix-^inning with that 
of Justinian, were ransacked in the search for treasure. It was 
not until the palaces of the nobles, the churches, and the 
tombs hjid been plundered that the pious brigands turned 

' A nu.^t intcftslin^; acc. uiu »»l iht j lui. lcr of ILvj^ii ^«'j'l>i.» i'. ^:^^tr^ in llic 
ihrvnt,,'e cf A'.T <,i'fiv/. >tc ih*cni^uti (/^ i'- /'.'..;«« j, jur (hailc^ IIm|.(, 
The author r\i<!tntl) lnf%» ihc <hiifch An'ihtr mti rt^tm^; .in.-tnit u 

p\rn in J*rf,cftnHt, I7 Anl« ri). Im^k y i»f Nuv^joHnI ; /,^ut. .S\j. 11. p. 2tS. 

The iJai.d f.f ihr tti\i ^ of I'l.ii.ia n ii .nt.^ in \\ v In ; j * ^^iit nii-, At <1 

I^M'twiMy k|arcd on acc< unt of the tiifciHi (jujlit) c*f it^ mttal. 
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their attention to the statues. A colossal figure of Juno, 
which had been brought from Samos, and which stood in the 
forum of Constantine, was sent to the melting pot. We may 
judge of its size from the fact that four oxen were required to 
transport its head to the palace. The statue of Paris pre- 
senting to Venus the apple of discord followed. The Anemo- 
dulion, or Servant of the Winds, was a lofty obelisk, whose 
sides were covered with bas-reliefs of great beauty, representing 
scenes of rural life, and allegories depicting the seasons, while 
the obelisk was surmounted by a female figure which turned 
with the wind, and so gave to the whole its name. The bas- 
reliefs were stripped off and sent to the palace to be melted. 
A beautiful equestrian statue of great size, representing 
either Bellerophon and Pegasus or, as the populace believed, 
Joshua on horseback, commanding the sun to stand still, was 
likewise sent to the furnace. The horse appeared to be 
neighing at the sound of the trumpet, while every muscle was 
strained with the ardour of battle. The colossal Hercules of 
Lysippus, which, having adorned Tarentum, had thence been 
transported to the Elder and subsequently to the hippodrome 
of the New Rome, met with a like fate. The artist had ex- 
pressed in a manner which won the admiration of beholders 
the deep wrath of the hero at the unworthy tasks set before 
him. He was represented as seated, but without quiver or 
bow or club. His lion's skfn was thrown loosely about his 
shoulders, his right foot and right hand stretched out to the 
utmost, while he rested his head on his left hand with his 
elbow on his bent knee. The whole figure was full of dignity ; 
the chest deep, the shoulders broad, the hair curly, the arms 
and limbs full of muscle. 

The figure of an ass and its driver, which Augustus had 
had cast in bronze to commemorate the news brought to him 
of the victory of Actium, met with the same fate. 

For the sake of melting them down into mone}^ the bar- 
barians seized also the ancient statue of the wolf suckling 
Romulus and Remus ; the statues of a sphinx, a hippopotamus, 
a crocodile, an elephant, and others, which had represented 
a triumph over Egypt ; the monster of Scylla and others ; 
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most of which were probably executed before the time of 
Christ. 

To the same period belonged the eagle struggling with a 
serpent, which was ascribed to Apollonius Tyanensis. Nicetas 
describes with glowing admiration the statue of Helen. * What 
shall I say of Helen, of elegant stature, with snowy arms and 
beautiful form ? Why could she not soften the barbarians ? 
—she who formerly had led all spectators captive ; a statue 
clothed in a robe which graced rather than concealed her 
charms, her brow clear, her hair flowing gently to the wind, 
her graceful lips slightly opened as if about to speak, arched 
eyebrows ; a figure full of harmony, elegance, and beauty ; 
the joy of beholders, a pleasure to the eyes, such as makes it 
impossible to give an adequate description for posterity/ 
This statue was destroyed by men who knew nothing of its 
original. There must be added to these the graceful figure of 
a woman who held in her right hand the figure of an armed 
man on horseback. Then near the eastern goals, known as 
the • reds,' stood the statues of the winners in the chariot 
races. They stood erect in their bronze chariots, as the originals 
also had been scon when they gained their victories, as if 
they were still directing their steeds to the goals. A figure 
of the Nile bull in deadly conflict with a crocodile sUkhI near. 
These and other statues were hastily sent to the furnace to be 
converted into money. We may judge of the value and 
artistic merit of the bronze statues which were destroyed by 
the specimens which remain. The four horses which the 
Mmpcror Theodosius had brought fn>m Chios and placcil in 
the hippcxlromc esca|K»d by some lucky chance the general 
pluniler, and were taken to Venice, where they still ailorn the 
front of St. Mark s. 

I have already alluded to the wealth of Constanlinoplc n.mi • 
in relics. As the city had become the storehouse of works '""^ 
of art, so als<) from the same cause* it had dniu n to it nearly 
all the relics of the Eastern world. There was even an ad- 
ditional re;i>on why the relics should have floweil in sweater 
number to the capital than did uorkh of art, because faithlul 
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Christians felt bound to prevent them falling into the hands 
of the Moslem miscreant. This was a species of wealth which 
the Crusaders could much more readily appreciate than that 
which consisted merely in marble or bronze, to which the 
genius of the sculptor had added value. Even among the 
more conscientious of the soldiers it seems to have been held 
that the surest way to compensate for the breach of their vow 
was to steal a relic for the use of the church in the neighbour- 
hood from which they had come. I have already said that 
the relics were usually encased either in coverings of silver or 
gold, to which the best art of the time had added value, and 
the caskets were often set with precious stones. The coverings 
would, of course, be preferred by us to the contents, but that 
is because we do not believe in the genuineness of the relics. 
To understand the feelings of the Crusaders we must remember 
that doubt as to their genuineness scarce entered their minds. 
Out of the great number of documents which have been 
collected together by the zeal of a recent writer, and which 
give minute accounts of the reception of these relics in the 
West, there are very few that speak of the value of the 
covering, and, even when they do so speak, it is only inciden- 
tally. The fragment of the true cross or the arm of the true 
saint was the gem ; the silver or gold covering was only the 
suitable casket to contain it. 

The pillage of the relics of Constantinople lasted for forty 
years. More than half of the total amount of objects carried off 
were, however, taken away between the years 1 204 and 1 208. 
During the few days which followed the capture of the city 
the bishops and priests who were with the Crusaders were 
active in laying hands on this species of sacred spoil ; and the 
statement of a contemporary writer is not improbable, that 
the priests of the Orthodox Church preferred to surrender 
such spoil to those of their own cloth rather than to the 
rough soldier or the rougher Venetian sailor. On the other 
hand, the highest priestly dignitaries in the army — men, even, 
who refused to take of the earthly spoil — were eager to 
obtain possession of this sacred booty, and unscrupulous as 
to the means by which they obtained it. The holy cross was 
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carefully divided by the bishops for distribution among the 
barons. Gunthcr gives us a specimen of the means to which 
Abbot Martin, who had had the German Crusaders placed 
under his charge, had recourse. The abbot had learned that 
many relics had been hidden by the Greeks in a particular 
church. This building was attacked in the general pillage. 
He, as a priest, searched carefully for the relics, while the 
soldiers were looking for more commonplace booty. The 
abbot found an old priest, with the long hair and beard 
common then, as now, to Orthodox ecclesiastics, and roughly 
addressed him, * Show me your relics, or you are a dead man.' 
The old priest, seeing that he was addressed by one of his 
own profession, and frightened probably by the threat, thought, 
says Gunther, that it was better to give up the relics to him 
than to the profane and blood-stained hands of the soldiers. 
He opened an iron safe, and the abbot, in his delight at the 
si*;ht, buried his hands in the precious store. He and his 
chaplain filled their surplices, and ran with all haste to the 
harbour to conceal their prize. That they were successful in 
keeping it during the stormy days which followed could only 
be attributed to the virtue of the relics themselves. 

The way in which Dalmatius de Scrg>' obtained the head 
of St Clement is an illustration of the Crusader's belief that 
the acquisition of a relic and its transjK>rt to the West would 
be allowed as a compensation for the fulfilment of the 
Crusader s vow. That knight was grievously afflicted that he 
could not go to the Holy Land, and earnestly prayed God to 
show him how he could execute some other task c<|uivaU nl 
to that which he had sworn but failed to accomplish. His 
first thought was to take relics to his own country. He c<m- 
sulted the two cardinals who were then in Constantinople, 
who approved his idea, but chargcti him m>t to buy the se rclii 
because their purchase and sale were forbidden. He acc<»rii- 
ingly determined to steal them, if such a word may be ap|)lirtl 
to an act which was clearly rcgankil as praiNt worlh)'. Tin* 
knight, in order to discover something of isjHcial valiu'. 
remained in Constantinople until Palm Sunday in the fi»lU»u- 
ing year. A French prit st |>oinlcd «»ul to him a church, in 
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which the head of St. Clement was preserved.* He went there 
in the company of a Cistercian monk, and asked to sec the 
rehcs. While one kept the persons in charge speaking with 
him, the other stole a portion of the rehc. On leaving, the 
knight was disgusted to find that the whole head had not 
been taken, and, on the pretext that he had left his gauntlet 
behind, a companion regained admittance to the church, 
while the knight again kept the monk in charge in conversa- 
tion at the door. Dalmatius went to the chest behind the 
altar where the relic had been kept, stole the remainder, went 
out, mounted his horse and rode away. The head was placed 
with pious joy in the chapel of his house. He returned 
disguised some days after to the church in order, as he pre- 
tended, to do reverence to the relic, in order really to ascertain 
that he had taken the right head, for there had been two in 
the chest. He was informed that the head of St. Clement 
had been stolen. Then^ being satisfied as to its authenticity, 
he took a vow that he would give the relic to the church of 
Cluny in case he should arrive safely. He embarked. The 
devil from jealousy sent a hurricane, but the tears and prayers 
before the relic defeated htm, and he arrived safely home. 
The monks of Cluny received the precious treasure with every 
demonstration of reverent joy, and in the fullest confidence 
that they had secured the perpetual intercession of St. 
Clement on behalf of themselves and those who did honour to 
his head.' The relics most sought after were those which 
related to the events mentioned in the New Testament, 
especially to the infancy, life, and passion of Christ, and to the 
saints popular in the West. But the mass possessed by the 
imperial city ranged from the stone on which Jacob had slept, 
and from the rod which Moses had changed into a serpent, 
down to that of t\\e latest opponents of heresy in Constanti- 
nople. Those connected with the life of Christ and His 

' The church was popularly Rose, from the name, still common among the 
Greeks, of ihc former owner of the land, Tpiajcorrd^vKXor, The Turks preserve 
the name, and call the mosque occupying the same site Guljami. It was dedicated 
to St. Theodosia. 

* I have tak<;n this account from Hurter, whose authority is Dalmatius de 
Scrg>* himself. /?//•/. Cluuiac. 
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Mother existed in great number, and comprised objects 
sup|x>sed to be connected with almost every event of His life. 
There was the cross on which the Saviour had been crucified, 
the great drops of blood which He had shed in Gethsemane, 
one of His first teeth, and some of the hair of His childhood. 
The devout had venerated the purple robe, and could reve- 
rence also a portion of the bread which He had blessed at the 
Last Supper. But besides these there was hardly a disciple 
a saint, or a martyr of whom some relic did not exist The 
greater portion of these objects formed part of the plunder of 
the city which was collected during the first few days after 
its capture, and which was officially divided amongst the 
invaders. Three-eighths were allotted to the clergy and monks 
who accompanied the Crusaders ; the remainder were bought 
or otherwise acquired subsequently, mostly by private per- 
sons. The officially certified relics first mentioned seemed 
to have come chiefly from the imperial palaces of Bucoleon 
and Blachem. Many of those which were collected after the 
scramble of the first few days were certified with imperial 
golden bulls. When they reached their destination they were 
received with great honour and ceremony. Princes attended 
and took part in the solemn procession which met them on 
their way to the church, where with solemn rites they were to 
be depfjsited. A sermon often followed, relating to the events 
with which the relic was supposed to be connectetl. In many 
instances an annual festival was apix)inted to celebrate the 
arrival of the relic, and occasionally the gift was made con- 
ditional U|K)n the establishment of such annual festival in its 
honour, lessons from the Old or New Testament appro- 
priate to the saint, a relic of whom had been receivctl. were 
selected for public reading on such festivals. Sjx^cial services 
were framed to commemorate the event. Hymns were com- 
posed in honour of the relic' In the c«rse of the mon.islery 
of Sclincourt, where a sacred tear of Christ had been carrieil, 

' t\*unt kiant Uxs fiiun I cj^li!y hsc of *uch fcj^Sv nf ihc n !i. • of |^^|, 
tcvcnty four of which ccimmcmoiaic ihc rrct|»in»n of ihr itlu. >ciiial itf t* 
hjrmiu arc cunou% ; a Cav(iuril»Ic \)iciiinrn i» \\\\\ * In f* to vt.<<t j>ii>>iiu '^jin ' i 
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the name was changed through the reception of this rehc to 
that of the monastery of the Sacred Tear. A few of the 
more important objects of the same kind may be mentioned 
in order to show both the (Quantity which were received in the 
West and the honour with which they were regarded. The 
Venetians are accused by the author of the ' Continuation of 
William of Tyre ' ^ of having taken an undue share of the spoil 
and of having concealed it in their ships. Many of the 
beautiful objects which had adorned the church of the Divine 
Wisdom went to decorate St. Mark's. The high altar of that 
church, with its columns of marble and its bronze gates, was 
one of the most valuable acquisitions. The Venetian church 
obtained also many pieces of sculpture, pictures, gold and 
silver vessels, and a mass of church furniture. The Venetians 
obtained the famous picture of the Virgin which was painted 
by St. Luke under the direct inspiration of the Holy Ghost.* 
In 1205 there were received at Soissons from its bishop, 
Nivelon, who was at Constantinople, the head of St. Stephen, 
the finger which St. Thomas thrust into the side of Christ, 
the crown of the head of St. Mark, a thorn from the crown 
worn by Christ, a large portion of the sleeveless shirt of the 
Virgin Mary, a portion of the garment with which the Lord 
girt himself at the Last Supper, the girdle of the Virgin and 
the arm of John the Baptist ; and a few months after the 
arrival of these a further consignment containing the head of 
St. John the Baptist, the head of St. Thomas, two great 
crosses made out of the true cross of our Lord, the head of St 
James, with two other crosses made out of the true cross, the 
head of St. Thaddcus, and three other relics of lesser impor- 
tance which are specified, together with a large number of 
others which are not specially mentioned, but which were dis- 
tributed among the parish churches and convents mostly in 
the diocese of Soissons.^ An anonymous account, probably 

* * Cel qui plus enblereni ce furcnt li Venccicn qui remporlerent par nuit h 
Comes.' — VEstoirc Eracks : Rectuil^ p. 275. 

* Innocent IIL apparently did not l)clicvc in the genuineness of this relic. 
Opinionem illain, tanquani su|KTj>titiosani, niinime approliamus.* — Ep. ix. 

* Anonymi Sutssiuncnsis, Ex. Sc. i. 8. 
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written about 1 208, by a clerk of Halberstadt, tells another 
story of the bringing of certain relics from Constantinople. 
The whole of the population, laymen and clergy, and an 
immense number of people even from adjacent dioceses, came 
together on the occasion of the reception of these relics, which 
were borne by Conrad the bishop, who had himself come from 
Constantinople. Such a concourse, says the chronicler, was 
never seen before, and the rejoicing at the reception of the 
relics was such as might have been expected, seeing that 
they were destined to bring peace and safety to the country. 
If any relics could do this, surely those brought home by 
Conrad ought to have sufficed, since among them was some 
of the blood of Jesus from the true cross, from the sepulchre, 
from the crown of thorns, from His agony and bloody sweat, 
from His purple robe, from the sponge and reed, and from 
seven other sources ; the head of James the brother of Christ, 
and thirty other relics which are specially mentioned, besides 
many others, says the narrative, of martyrs, confessors, and 
\irgins. which it would take long to name. By the side of 
such relics the further gifts of silk cloths in imperial purple 
woven with gold, and of a dress set with gold and silver and 
f>rccious stones, seemed probably poor and almost unworthy 
of notice.* Amiens was fortunate to obtain possession of the 
head of St John the Haptist, which was sent by Tetcr the 
\\*alUx>n.' Sens was even more successful, and received the 
crown of thorns worn by the Lord. Gunthcr tells us how 
the Abbot Martin, of Tairis in Alsace, transported many relics 
from Constantinople into that country, the principal one being 
a large |Kjrtion of the true cross. Other relics which went to 
the glorification of this diocese were a trace of the blood of 
Christ, a further i)ortion of the w(hkI of the true cri»s>, an arm 
i f Sl James, and fifty others which are enumerated.' The 
body of Sl Andrew was taken to Amal fi.* The sacred tear 
already mentioned uas taken to Selincourt, and the abbot 
uas warned of the approach of the |Krst»n bringing it by the 



' An .ri. IUHirrs!a.!vn.!*, /i, Sj.. iix 
• Kt hir.i «>r (.irUiMn. A,i 35. 
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ringing of the bells, a fact which could only be attributed to 
miraculous agency.* 

It would be tedious and unprofitable to attempt to give a 
list of other relics which were taken from Constantinople. 
Some of these found their way to our own country. Two 
documents apparently derived from the same source arc 
inserted in the chronicles of Rauel or Rudolph of Coggleshall 
and Roger of Wendower which have special interest for 
Englishmen. They give an account of a relic surreptitiously 
taken away from Constantinople, and are in fact the confes- 
sions of the author of the theft. The relic was a small cross 
cut from the wood of the true cross, and the writer had seen 
it in the hands of Baldwin of Flanders. The writer having 
stolen it, took it to Norfolk, and subsequently gave it to Brom- 
holm. The gift made what had hitherto been the * poor little 
house * x>f Bromholm a richly-endowed house, and enabled 
the HKMiks to put up new and handsome buildings.' 

The Crusaders were not indifferent to the value of the 
coverings of these relics, and while they looked after objects 
of veneration, kept a keen eye also on the reliquaries — the 
gold and silver ornaments of the church, church furniture, 
golden embroidery, silk cloths, and the beautiful bindings set 
with precious stones of the gospels and liturgies. The trea- 
sury of St. Mark's at Venice was filled, in 1205, with costly 
reliquaries received from Constantinople.' It is hardly pos- 
sible to believe that the cunning workmen and traders of 
Constantinople did not palm off upon the Crusaders a good 
many relics which they knew to be fictitious. The objects 
could be manufactured so cheaply, and the critical spirit of 

* Count Riant has collected 145 documents relating to relics sent to the West. 
Sec Exuvia Sacra. 

* The story is told most fully by Roger of Wendower, and is illustrative of 
many similar stories. There appears lo have been a practice in England like 
that which still prevails on the peninsula of Mount Alhos. Pilgrims went from 
monastery to monastery to do reverence to the relics, and in each cas« they were 
expected to pay for the privilege of so doing. Such pilgrimages were, as they arc 
still in the East, one of the chief sources of revenue for the monkish houses. 
RadulphuSy cd. J. Stephenson, London, 1875, copied in Ex, Sat. ii. 284, where 
also see Roger of Wendower. 

■ Ex. Sac. xliii. 
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the Crusader was so slightly developed, that it would be beyond 
the i>ower of human nature to let such a chance of profit 
escape. 

In the years which followed the conquest Latin priests 
were sent to Constantinople from France, Flanders, and Italy, 
to take charge of the churches in the city. These priests ap- 
pear to have been great hunters after relics. Thus it came 
to pass that there was scarcely an important church or 
monastery in most Western countries which did not possess 
some share of the spoil which came from Constantinople. 

For some years the demand for relics seemed to be insati- 
able, and caused fresh supplies to be forthcoming to an almost 
unlimited extent. The new relics equally with the old were 
certified in due form to be what they professed to be. Docu- 
ments duly attested and full of detailed evidence, sometimes 
diiubtless manufactured for the occasion, easily satisfied those 
to whom it was of importance to possess certified relics. The 
• poor little house of Bromholm,' which had been enabled 
from its possession of a cross made out of the sacred wood to 
become large and powerful, became the envy of many other 
|KK>r little houses, and throughout the West the dcm.ind for 
relics which might bring profit to their jxxssessors continued 
to increase. At length the church deemed it necessary to put 
a stop to the supply, and especially to that of the aix)cryphal 
and legendary acts which testified to their authenticity, 
and in 1215 the fourth Lateran Council judged it necessar>' 
to make a decree enjoining the bishops to take means to pre- 
vent pilgrims from being deceived.* 

It is easy to ridicule the res|>ect and veneration paid to Ain^n t*.,! 
the sacred tears, the numerous small crosses made from the ^|«n^ 
holy wchkI, the heads, arms, and old garments of saints and 
martyrs. It is more difificult to understand how the men of 
the thirteenth century could have regarded these objects as 
genuine. It seems reasonable to supjHJse that many j)ersons 
must have sus|)ectcd their genuineness. The relics cxistcxl 
in such numbers, there were so many professing to bei»riginals 

• • riacUti nun |K*fnutnn! in-»%i|ui oifutn cso U mi* ( lu^i \€-tU'f jii it\i\ accoJuni 
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of the same object, the wood of the true cross was so abun- 
dant, and the legends relating to the preservation of such 
relics as, for example, the tear of Christ, were so extraordinary, 
that it is almost incomprehensible that men's suspicions were 
not generally aroused. It must be remembered, however, 
that we are dealing with the ages of faith, and that relics in 
the East were not regarded with the same superstitious vene- 
ration as they were at the end of the twelfth century, and 
subsequently by the naasses in the West. Neither earnestness 
in religion nor belief in its superstitions were, or are, so in- 
tense in the Eastern as in the Western Churches. In the East 
I doubt whether relics have ever been regarded with the same 
veneration as they were in the West. The Eastern spirit was 
less gross or more spiritual than that of the West. The 
tendency to drive a harmless and natural habit into a fetish 
worship was much more common among thejearnest men of 
the West than among the more easy-going Christians of the 
East. 

Probably the Greek could never hate idol-worship with the 
same amount of hatred as the Jew or the Western Christian, 
and mainly for the reason that he never realised how com- 
pletely some races can fall into it To St. Paul idol worship 
was devil worship. To our fathers, when they had once 
come to see that the articles were spurious, relic worship was 
idolatry. But the Greeks both of the time of St Paul and 
their representatives of the middle ages regarded the crea- 
tions of Greek art and the relics of the saints rather as 
symbols than as objects of reverence, and, speaking generally, 
were never in danger of converting the worship or respect 
due to the person or thing symbolised into fetish worship. 
Just as the men of the West had transferred much of their 
ancient heathenism into the ceremonies and practices of the 
mediaeval church, so the Greeks had allowed their Christianity 
to become saturated with the ideas of old Greek religion. 
While there were probably gross and material views taken of 
the Olympic gods and of the other deities recognised by the 
ancient Greeks, it is doubtful whether there existed among 
them, to any considerable extent, statue, picture, or relic wor- 
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ship in the modern sense of the term. Asiatics might vene- 
r.ite a stone which had fallen from Jupiter, but such worship 
was alien to the Greek spirit. But, even while remembering 
these facts, anyone who is acquainted with the contemporary 
writings of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries is forced to 
recognise that even in the East in religious matters the spirit 
of inquiry can scarcely be said to have existed. For many 
years afterwards scepticism was unknown even in historical 
or geographical matters. The wonderful stories told by our 
early geographers are often scarcely more childish than those 
related by our early historians. When a man of genius and 
learning, like Milton, writing a century after the Reformation, 
and contemplating even a reform of Reformation itself, could 
yet accept the fables concerning English history which he has 
transmitted to us, we may well cease to wonder at the spirit 
of credulity possessed by rough Crusaders three centuries be- 
fore the Reformation. The time came when an Erasmus, 
enumerating the fragments of the true cross which he knew 
to exist, could fairly and properly turn relic veneration into 
ridicule, but at the opening of the thirteenth century we are 
far from such a period. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



THE ELKCTION OF A LATIN EMPEROR. 



The canJi- Now that the city was captured, the great question was the 



election of a new Emperor. The three chiefs of the expedition, 
the three most prominent men, and therefore the candidates 
whose names rose first to each man's mind, were Boniface, 
Marquis of Montferrat ; Baldwin, Earl of Flanders and of 
Hainault ; and Dandolo. There were others who hoped to be 
appointed, or at least to become candidates, but none of them 
ever had the least chance of success.' The great Doge would 
not allow himself to be put forward as a candidate. Whatever 
his own wishes may have been, it was in the highest degree 
improbable that even his great influence with the Republic 
could have persuaded it to allow any of its citizens to occupy 
so exalted a position as that of Emperor. Venice was fully 
alive to her own interest To break the power of Constan- 
tinople, to weaken its influence over the territories adjacent 
to those of the Republic, to take away its trade, to obtain a 
considerable portion of its territory — all these were advantages. 
But it was not to the interest of the Republic to allow one of 
its citizens to occupy a throne which might render him or his 
successor a dangerous rival. Venice was already in difficulties 
with the Elder Rome, and had no wish to alienate Philip and 
everyone else who claimed or hoped to be the ruler of the 
New Rome. Moreover, it was not probable that Dandolo 
would have stood a good chance of being elected. A large 
portion of the Venetians themselves would have opposed his 
election, while the Crusaders would probably have for the 
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moment put aside their jealousies in order to join in opposing 
him. Public feeling against the Venetians was strong, and 
the disaffection towards them was ready at any moment to 
break out. 

While, however, Dandolo did not propose to become a The influ- 
candidate himself, his influence over the election was of the D^doio. 
utmost importance. He, indeed, was master of the situation. 
It had been agreed that the Emperor should be elected by six 
representatives chosen by the Venetians and six chosen by 
the Crusaders. Dandolo had great and probably absolute 
influence over the Venetians, and the fact that he had not put 
himself forward as a candidate probably gave him considerable 
authority with the rest There were reasons why he should 
have used his influence in favour of Boniface of Montferrat. 
Dandolo and Boniface had been triumphant in their efforts to 
divert the crusading army from its object : the first in order 
to carry out the treaty with Malek Adcl, the second in order 
to accomplish the designs of Philip of Swabia and his own. riaims of 
Their common intrigues at Venice and at Zara, their common 
struggles with the Crusaders, who wished to be about their 
lawful business while at Corfu and before Constantinople, and 
their final success in spite of so much opposition, formed a 
bond of union between them. Ik)niface was far more closely 
allied with Dandolo than was Baldwin. Whether the asser- 
tion of a Venetian writer be true or not, that Boniface had 
married a daughter of Dandolo '-and I sec no reason to 
doubt it - it is at least certain that the relations between them 
had been of the most intimate kind. Since the capture of 
the city the bre«ich between the Crusaders and the Venetians 
appeared to be continually widening. There was great dis- 
satisfaction about the division of the spoil. The Crusailcrs 
charged the Venetians with having conveyed plunder by nij;ht 
to their ships instead of having given it up for tlistribution.* 
Such a charge was more likely to be made by the Flemish 

* The yinjn^rr SafHj-l<» ninkc^ t^u^ a Mf»ii>n: * Vjtc «!i ' <lurln <)i Vcrirr 
\|iifj|<»n, wii, I >u < I'l'/r, in )\\% H'lH ^l'T^y of the IwUi^;'. «»f 1 hi *val»-iiK a, 
iiM r»?i«f>\ i ••Oi'.tni t- <!< "^ui i c -i* hi- Iif-»l %iilc. 

♦ ><x L'h t.^n. .u / '.i. .w, ^75. 
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and French Crusaders than by the Lombards. The sympathy 
therefore of the Venetians was more hkely to be with Boniface 
than with his rival. To these considerations others must be 
added. Boniface, with a noble figure and imposing presence 
which had caused him to be known as ' The Giant,' and with 
his great experience of war, was the popular type of an 
Emperor. Above all, he had been the recognised and official 
leader of the expedition. He had been solemnly appointed 
by the Crusaders, had shared his fortune with them, had led 
them to conquest and to plunder. His supreme authority had 
never been questioned. Moreover, he had been recognised by 
the inhabitants of the city as their ruler. The party of young 
Alexis would be on his side, and his marriage with Margaret 
or, as she now called herself, Maria, the widow of the Emperor 
Isaac, would increase his followers within the city. Not to 
appoint him was to condemn him. He was the one whose 
name would naturally first rise to each man's lips. To appoint 
another over his head was to declare that he no longer pos- 
sessed the confidence of the host, but that he had been tried 
and had been found wanting. 
Reasons There were thus many reasons which indicated Boniface 

ekcUon. as the one likely to be elected Emperor, and some of them, 
as we have seen, were of a kind specially to recommend his 
appointment to Dandolo. There were others, however, which 
induced the great Doge to look unfavourably upon his ap- 
pointment, and which made it necessary for him to act energe- 
tically if he wished to prevent it. The power such a position 
would give Boniface was too dangerous for the interests 
of Venice. His territory was too near Venice, and his rela- 
tions with Philip were too intimate to allow the Republic to see 
him with equanimity the lord of the dominions to the west, 
east, and south of their possessions. Moreover, the Marquis 
was well known to have intrigued with the Genoese, the great 
rivals of the Venetians, in everything that regarded the trade 
of the Republic in the East ; and although the interests of 
Boniface and the Venetians were for the moment united, he 
and their rivals might become the most formidable enemies 
they had ever faced were he Emperor of the East. If Boniface 
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had been the husband of Dandolo's daughter, he was so no 
longer. His marriage with Margaret had taken place either 
during the days immediately after the capture of the city or, 
if not before the election, it was well known to the army that 
Boniface was engaged to the mother of young Alexis.* Not 
the least of the inducements to such a marriage was that his 
election would satisfy the Constantinopolitans. The eagerness 
and the confidence with which he had advanced his claims ; 
the fact that the Greeks already recognised him as their 
master ; that, as we have seen, they had already hailed him 
as Emperor ; that they would probably have regarded his 
apptiintment much as our fathers looked upon the coming to 
the throne of the first Flenry ; and that they might pxssibly 
have become reconcilctl to his rule as th«it of one closely con- 
nected with the imperial family ; the fact that his marri.igc 
would make him the guardian of the younger children of 
Isaac— all these circumstances showed that Boniface intended 
to lose no chance, that he had much to recommend him, and 
made it necessary for Dandolo to act with vigour if he did 
ntit wish him to be elected. 

The election, on the other hand, of BaMwin, Earl f>f A.!Ynt.v:<^^ 
Flanders, offered m.my advantages to the Republic, and com- of h. . ».n« 
mended itself fur many reasons to the Crusaders. His * 
diMninions were too far removed from those of Venice to 
make him a formidable op|M)nent. He was only thirty-two 
) cars of age, and had had much less exj)cricnce in war than 
IVmiface. He was an amiable man, but wanting in the 
energy which characterised his rival. While, therefore, his 
pcrvmal charms and his nobility of bIcHHl, his cousinship to 
the King of France, and his descent from Charleni.igne 
recommended him to the host, his want <»f the ability and 
energy <jf Boniface commended him to the Wnetians. He 
ap|)CMrs to have been j>opular with the arni\ gener.ill) , thoii;;h 
it uas among the Flemings and the French that, as iu\yUi 
have been exjK;cted, hl^ strongest supporters weie found. As 

• \ illrh.ic !.-,:in ihc in.iffi.i^;c AU»ut tK» iinu- «'f I lie t-* c<h»li->n, lie 

l^ith, i< t\{ Kiint i4 U-'K jl^ic iJiiiif. \»Ltl wil uiiik S All : 

• I k»lrni Ic tcnnc lU 1 i - >r«'ru tin nl ' 
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France had taken, as she continued to take, the leading part 
in the Crusades, it was natural that the French should desire 
one whose influence would commend itself to the French 
people, rather than an Italian whose influence would only be 
among a section of a people which had not played a prominent 
part in these attempts to resist the Moslem. There was yet 
another consideration in favour of the election of Baldwin 
rather than Boniface. The Marquis from the first had played 
the principal part in the intrigues for the diversion of the 
enterprise from its lawful purpose. Baldwin had indeed 
acquiesced in what Boniface and Dandolo had arranged, but 
the less active opposition of the Count of Flanders was likely 
to make his election much more agreeable to the Pope than 
that of the leader who had been the conspicuous opponent 
of the orders emanating from Rome. His election would 
gratify that portion of the army which had been opposed to 
the expedition to Constantinople, while even among those 
who had willingly followed the lead of Boniface there would 
be a considerable number ready to abandon him in order, now 
that the plunder had been procured, to obtain the absolution 
of the Pope. There are reasons also for supposing that, after 
young Alexis had been restored, Baldwin had placed himself 
at the head of the party which urged that the Crusaders 
should leave for the Holy Land, and, if this were so, not only 
must he have had the support of those who had wished to 
make their pilgrimage, but of all those who now desired to be 
reconciled with the Church.* 

A fortnight was spent before the Venetians and the 
Crusaders could agree upon the choice of the electors. Feeling 
ran high. No declaration appears during that time to have 
been made by Dandolo as to whether he would consent to be 
named or not. It appears to have been understood that the 
contest would be between Boniface and Baldwin. As the 
Venetians were to elect the same number of representatives 
as the Crusaders, as Boniface evidently distrusted Dandolo, 

* The official excuse put forward by Baldwin makes no mention of Boniface, 
and is addressed to the rival of Philip, OUoni Dd gratia Romaftorum regi et 
semper augusto, Ernouil, I. vi. c. 19. 
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as the followers of Baldwin were sure to succeed in carry- 
ing a certain number of representatives out of the six to be 
chosen by the host, it had become evident to Boniface that 
his election was by no means safe. Accordingly, during the 
fortnight before the electors were chosen, negotiations went 
on with the object of securing something to Boniface in case 
he should fail in being elected. A compromise was at length 
made. To the original conditions for the election of an 
Emperor an additional article was added, to the effect that the 
one of the two candidates who was not elected should receive 
the Peloponnesus' and the provinces in Asia Minor still be- 
longing to the Kmpire. The latter part of the concession was 
in reality very slight, because, as events showed, the Greeks 
were still sufficiently strong to hold their own against the 
Crusaders in those places in Asia Minor where the continually 
advancing tide of Turkish conquest had not already over- 
whelmed tliem. Even when this arrangement had been made 
Dandolo appears to have anticipated opposition on the part 
of Boniface in case the election should go against him. 
Guards were placed over the Bucolcon, and everything ar- 
ranged so that the city should be given over to the Emperor 
named by the elector^.* 

At length each parly had chosen its electors. The Vene- 
tians named six nobles ; the Crusaders chose six ecclesiastics.^ 
The electors named by the Venetians were Vitale Dandulo. 
chief of the marines with the fleet. Ouerini, Conlarini, Nava- 
giero, Pantaleon Barbo and John B^segio, or, according to 
^)me writers, Michielo. Those named by the Crusaders were 
the Bishops of llalberstadt, Soissons, and Treves, the Papal 
Ixgate and titular Bishop of Bethlehem, the ArchbiNhop-Elect 
of Acre, and Abbot Peter of Lucedio. 

On the 9th of May the electois met. The place of meeting M.rt n^c . j 
was the beautiful church of Our Lady the Illuminator, which luV'J'' 
was situated within the ualls of Bucolcon * i tu\m,.*r 

• K.»k t\v i l.kn sj>\c.iih |wiit> rh»»s<* un. \{*->\ .iuili..n'H ^ mvr ut. 

• tmi ^d^v. Nurt4* staler th.»t iKi* nm ' inj; j In c 1* t\n 1 huf i h *U iKc 
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The twelve electors attended a solemn Mass, invoked the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, and then swore upon the famous 
relics for which the church was renowned that they would 
choose him whom they believed in good faith to be the man 
they were most in need of, and who according to their con- 
science would make the best Emperor. 

The palace of Bucoleon was filled with spectators. Vene- 
tians, Crusaders, and citizens were anxious to hear the verdict. 
The electors, says the Marshal, were placed in the rich chapeL 
The doors were locked from the outside, so that no one might 
communicate with them^ The barons and the knights re- 
mained near at hand to learn what the decision should be. 

We know the result of their deliberation. The indications 
of what went on are scanty. Hurter says that * some were of 
opinion that as there was only one Pope so there should be 
but one Emperor, and that as Philip had been the cause of the 
expedition, so a;lso he had through his wife Irene, the only 
daughter of Isaac, hereditary right to the throne.* If such a 
suggestion were raised, it was probably not at but before the 
meeting of the electors in the church of the Panhagia. 
Dandoio Venetian authors assert that the Bishops of Soissons and 

^chlin. Troyes declared for Dandoio, and that at first the Venetian 
delegates were ready to vote for him. Justiniani affirms that 
when this proposition was made it was opposed by Pantaleon 
Barbo the Venetian delegate, who by his character, position, 
and influence with the Republic, had the greatest authority 
among them. A long discourse is given, which professes to 
be that delivered by Barbo, setting out the reasons why it 
would be dangerous to Venice that one of her citizens should 
be Emperor, and insisting that Dandoio himself would feel 
bound to refuse such an offer. The author of the * Chroniquc 
de Romanie,' writing about a century later, says that the de- 
liberations of the twelve electors were very long and very 
stormy. Ho adds that the Doge of Venice was proposed, and 
that on hearing the news he went to the church where the 

* Ilurtcr, History Initoccttl //., 239. It is prolxiMc enough thai such a 
suggestion was made by Boniface, or on his behalf, but Hurter gives no authority, 
nor can I find any to support it. 
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electors were sitting, knocked at the door, and addressed them. 
The author professes to give the substance of Dandolo's speech. 
He thanked them for the intended honour, declared that 
personally he was unworthy of it, asked them to withdraw 
his nomination, and prayed his friends to give their votes 
for Baldwin, whom the whole army judged to be worthy of 
the Empire.' The author of the * Chronique ' is by no means 
a trustworthy guide as to details, but there can be little 
doubt that he represents fairly the substance of what was 
done. I am disposed to think that a declaration of the kind 
was made by Dandolo, but that it was made before the actual 
meeting in the palace chapel. Villehardouin represents the 
meeting as one held with closed doors, and leaves the impres- 
sion that the electors were watched as carefully as the jury 
in the trial of the Seven Bishops. It is, however, clear that 
Dandolo's influence was thrown in favour of Baldwin. 

The deliberations were long, and lasted far into the night, Philip pro- 
and this fact suggests that the electors had not met merely to ^^^'^'^^ 
register a foregone conclusion. Three out of the twelve are 
said by a contemporary writer to have been in favour of 
Ik)niface. We may fairly conjecture that after they found a 
decided majority against him they would endeavour to carry 
a resolution in favour of the election of Philip, as Hurter 
asserts they did. Such a course would have doubtless been 
the most agreeable to Boniface once his own chances were 
lost ; and such a course would have much to recommend it 
to the electors. 

The name of the Emperor of Rome had not yet lost its Rmv)n*f.»r 
power. If the whole of Christendom could by one stroke be 
placed again under the rule of a Ca-sar in things tem|K>ral as 
it was about to be in things spiritual, then indeed a great 
work would have been accomplished. The whole of the 
contemporary Western writers without exception advance as 
justification for the conquest of the New Rome the justice of 
punishing it for its schi>m,and the necessity of bringing about 
the union of Chrir>tendom under the nile of the Bi:shop of the 
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Elder Rome. Hardly any other excuse is mentioned. No 
other in the eyes of the West was necessary. The Church of 
Christ ought to be in one fold and under one shepherd. It is 
difficult for us who live under a condition of things so greatly 
altered to conceive the overwhelming importance which the 
men of the thirteenth century attached to this visible union 
of Christendom ; and while we may admit that the Western 
writers were driven to find or to invent excuses for the destruc- 
tion of Constantinople, it is impossible not to see that the 
union of the churches really possessed for them an importance 
which we can hardly comprehend. * God delivered the city 
into the hands of the Latins/ says one Western writer/ * because 
the Greeks had asserted that the Holy Ghost proceeded from 
the Father only, and celebrated the Mass with leavened bread.* 
* By the wickedness of its long schism this city had provoked 
the Divine wrath.* * * As the Crusaders knew that it was re- 
bellious and odious to the Roman Church, they did not think 
that the forcing upon it another ruler would be displeasing 
either to the Pope or to God.*' Similar expressions occur in 
the contemporary accounts with great frequency and evident 
belief in their force. 

This overwhelming sentiment in favour of the absolute 
and indispensable union of the Churches (a union, moreover, 
which the Crusaders knew would be the only fact which would 
tend to justify them to Innocent), applied also, though not to 
the same degree, to the union of Europe under one temporal 
head. It must be remembered also that the modem concep- 
tion of a distinction between Church and State, between things 
temporal and things spiritual, hardly existed at the opening of 
the thirteenth century. The imperial power in the West was to 
a certain extent in commission; but the power of Caesar had by 
no means passed away, and the electors in the chapel of Buco- 
leon, bound by their oaths to select the best man in the interests 
of Christendom, may well have seriously discussed the proposal 
to name Philip. The last crusade had been largely hindered 



* Petrus Calo, writing aliout 1310 to the Ronmn Church. 

/.t(/ion^s HorUns. : Exuviit Sat. ii. 
■ Gunthcr, xi. 
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because of the hostility which had been shown by the people 
under the rule of Constantinople. Were Philip Emperor, then 
not only could his troops pass in safety through Romania, 
but a large force could be selected from the Greeks themselves 
who would join the Crusaders. If any other were elected, 
then the old hostility would be shown, and though for a time 
Baldwin, or whoever else might be selected, would be friendly 
to the soldiers of the West who were fighting the battles of 
Christendom, yet every year would tend to make the interest 
of the Eastern Caesar opposed to that of his Western rival. 
The remedy was to name Philip. 

The reply of course was that Philip was King of Swabia, 
and, though he claimed to be Emperor, was opposed by Otho 
and disclaimed by the Pope. Still it may well be that Philip, 
as Hurter states, was proposed, that he was supported by the 
partisans of Boniface, and that the Venetians themselves may 
have hesitated over the rejection of such a proposal. 

When after the long deliberations it became clear that 
Baldwin was the candidate of the majority, some further time 
was probably lost in determining that he should be the can- 
didate named by all. It was evident that, in presence of the 
divisions among the Crusaders, it was in the common interest 
that the candidate selected should have as far as possible 
unanimous support A resolution, therefore, by which he 
should be selected by all commended itself to all, and at length 
was carried. 

At midnight the deliberations were at an end. The doors 
of the chapel were opened. The great crowd which had filled 
the palace-yard pressed near in order to see if they could obtain 
any indication from the faces of the electors of what their 
decision was.* The Uoge, barons, Crusaders, Venetians, and 
citizens crowded round the electors to hear the new Emperor 
named. Ncvelon, Bishop of Soissons, had been chosen by his 
colleagues to act as s|K>kesman. • Signors/ said he, * thanks l>e 
to G<xl we are all agrccil u|>on our choice ; ye have all sw<»rn 
that y<»u would accept him whom we should elect to be 
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Emperor, and that you would support him against all oppo- 
nents. This hour of the night which saw the birth of God 
sees also the birth of a new Empire.* We proclaim as Emperor 
Earl Baldwin of Flanders and Hainault' The announcement 
was greeted with a loud cry of delight by the assembled 
crowd. Baldwin was raised upon a shield, according to the 
ancient custom, and carried from the palace into the Great 
Church. Boniface took part in this impromptu performance, 
and publicly showed his successful rival every mark of honour. 
The Emperor was placed on the golden throne set apart 
for the Emperors. The barons pressed forward to kiss his 
hand, and Baldwin was solemnly invested with the scarlet 
buskins. 



Coronation Sunday, the i6th of May, that is, a week after the elec- 



tion, was fixed for the coronation, the preparations for which 
were made on a scale which astonished the Crusaders. As 
the Greek Patriarch had been deposed, the ceremony was 
performed by the Legate. Baldwin, seated on a buckler, was 
first raised on the shoulders of the chiefs ; then, descending, 
he was conducted solemnly to Hagia Sophia. He was 
escorted and followed by the barons and other officers of 
the army. Boniface bore in the procession the robe of cloth 
of gold with which he was to be invested. The Count of 
St. Paul followed with Hie imperial sword. At the church, 
or Great Minster, as the Western writers often called it, a 
solemn Mass was celebrated. The rite was a mixture of that 
of the Orthodox and Latin Churches. After the Trisagion 
had been intoned, the Legate, acting for the Patriarch, placed 
the imperial crown on the head of Baldwin, pronouncing at 
the same time the word a^ios — *he is worthy' — which was 
taken up and repeated by the other bishops and by the 
people. After the new Emperor had communicated, and had 
received all the imperial insignia, he headed a procession, 
escorted, right and left, by the Waring guard, armed as usual 

» Du Cange f Observations on Villehardouin ) discusses the meaning of the 
phrase *in the hour in which God was born,* and concludes that this shows that 
the proclamation was made at midnight, which is the time when, according to 
common belief, Christ was born ; </«/// silentium tcntrcnt omnia. 
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with their double-edged bills. The streets and houses through 
which the procession passed were decorated with the rich 
carpets which had escaped the three fires and the general 
plunder. Baldwin was thus conducted into the neighbouring 
palace of Bucoleon, and a Frank Emperor was seated, for the 
first time, on the throne of Constantine. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



CONCLUSION. 



How the It remains to be told how the tidings of the conquest of 

news W3i5 * 

received by Constantinople and the overthrow of the Eastern Empire 



was received by Innocent. The deviation at Zara and again 
at Corfu for the imperial city had been in direct opposition 
to the Pope's instructions. His absolution for the crime at 
Zara had been conditional upon no further attack being made 
upon the territory of any Christian nation. If the condition 
were not observ.ed the absolution became ipso facto null. The 
Crusaders had been anxious tjiat their first offence should be 
absolved by Innocent, but the leaders, doubtless, did their 
best to keep him in ignorance of the object of the expedition 
until it had been accomplished. The absohition had been 
conveyed to Corfu by Nivelon de Quierzy towards the end of 
April. The means of conveyance, however, were then so slow 
that the Pope only learned of what passed when it was too 
late to interfere with success. On the 20th of June, Innocent 
wrote to Boniface under the impressioii thai the expedition, 
which had left nearly a mqnth ^before, was still on that island.* 
Nearly two months later he appears .to have been in doubt 
whether the fleet had really left for Constantinople.* It was 
not apparently until January 1204 that Innocent learned 
what was the destination of the crusade, although at that 
time the city had been captured and young Alexis restored.* 

» Inno, II L EpisL^ vi. 102. 

* Inm, IILf vii. 130. * Exercitus crucesignatorum in Gneciam dicitur 
divertisse.* 

* VI. 209. Within the recollection of men still living it was not unusual for 
ships to have to wail two months l)cfore being able to pass through the Darda- 
nelles. 
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By the end of that month he had received the letters written 
at the end of August by the young Emperor and the barons, 
informing him of the first capture of the city on the 17th of 
July, and the coronation of the ward of Boniface on the ist 
of August 

Innocent was indignant at the conduct of the Crusaders. 
He declared that to their first transgressions before Zara they 
had now added a second.* He reminded them that as they 
had deviated from their purpose they were still under the 
sentence pronounced upon them for the destruction of Zara. 
He informed them that that sentence could only be removed 
by the union of the two Churches becoming effectual and by 
the immediate departure of the Crusaders for the Holy Land ^ 
The Venetians, being still under an unconditional excom- 
munication, were not even addressed by the Pontiff. 

When the city had been again captured, and when, in 
accordance with the agreement between the captors, the 
spoils of the New Rome bad been divided, and « Crusading 
Emperor placed on the throne, the conquerors deemed it 
necessary to obtain the approval of Innocent. They rightly 
judged that the one extenuating circumstance would be in 
his eyes, as it, indeed, was in their own, the union of the 
Churches. Accordingly, almost immediately after his coro- 
nation. Baldwin addressed a letter to the Pope, givmg the 
Crusaders* ofllicial version of what had taken place. With this 
letter Baldwin sent many presents, consisting of relics, of a 
golden cross, of chalices, of priestly garments in silk antl 
velvet, all set with pearls and precious stones. The shij) 
which conveyed the messenger in charge of the letter anil 
the presents was captured off the Morea by a Genoese vessri, 
and the presents fell into the hands of the great rivals of 
Venice, who for a time seemed to have disregarded the fai l 
that they were intendetl for the Pontiff. It was not until the 
Po|>e had protesteil energetically against the roblx:ry and had 

• inmc, vi. Jjo ; \i. ill. 

IIW-h<■a^t|s r»-»lr 1.1, kfU'inrfUi, i^t" .inini it.-. Vi |..'i|-lHt t. ii i/.t.H Idir 
Sar.tt^ ton. \liiliU 111 .»t4ii».* /««. // \t J ; • 
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threatened an interdict that the podesta of Genoa consented 
to restore them. The letter, which was intended not merely 
for the Pope but for the Emperor in the West and its princes 
and prelates generally, arrived in safety. It treated the cap- 
ture of the city and the establishment of the Empire as 
accomplished facts, and spoke of the future rather than of 
the past. Innocent, the Emperor, princes, and prelates were 
asked * to stir up among the inhabitants of the West, of all 
ranks and both sexes, the desire to come and share in the 
immense mass of eternal and temporal treasures. Riches 
and honours awaited all. The clergy should come in crowds 
with the consent of their superiors, not to fight, but to organise 
amid peace and plenty, for the good of the Church.' Baldwin 
suggested that Innocent would be consulting his own glor>% 
and that of the Catholic Church, if he were to call a council 
at Constantinople, and were himself to attend it, in order 
that the New might be again united to the Elder Rome. He 
reminded the Pope that, as he had already invited the Greek 
Church while in schism to take part in a council, he might 
now with greater effect jweside over such an assembly. The 
day of salvation had arrived — the day which old men and 
Christians ought to celebrate ; the day destined to see peace 
and union re-established. Other Popes for various reasons 
had visited New Rome, why not he ? Baldwin declared that 
the bishops, the abbots, and even the lower clergy had con- 
ducted themselves so honourably, so pnklcntly, and so bravely 
that it was only right that they should receive their reward 
at the hands of the Lord. As for himself, who had been 
judged worthy to be elected Emperor, he recommended the 
Doge of Venice and his allies, the Venetians, to the Apostolic 
benevolence. Baldwin intimated that before embarking for 
the Holy Land he proposed to consolidate his dominion in 
the new Empire and to introduce there the Latin rite.* 

Innocent was placed in a situation of some difficulty. The 
failure of the crusade caused him deep grief. The deviation 
of the expedition was in fljigrant violation of his orders. But 
the city was captured. The great rival Church had been for- 



' Jmto. Ep.y viii. 147 ; vii. 153. Gcsta, c. 95. 
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cibly brought into union or subjection. A Catholic instead 
of an Orthodox Emperor was seated upon the throne of the 
East The schism, the obstinacy, the indifference of the 
Greeks had been punished. He had seen what so many of 
his predecessors had desired to see. Against the disobedience 
of the Crusaders were to be set off the advantages which 
might result from their conquest. The expedition had been 
crowned with success, and that success had so completely 
changed the situation that for a tkne Innocent was bewil- 
dered. His reply to the letter of Baldwin was at first in 
vague or general terms. He 'rejoiced at the success of 
Baldwin s arms.* He would take the Empire of Baldwin 
under the protection of St Peter, and he ordered all the 
Crusaders to help Baldwin by their counsels and their deeds. 
He promised that he would do his best to furnish the clergy 
who were asked for. He urged upon Baldwki that the only 
way to make sure of his dominion was to make the subjection 
of the Greek Church to the Holy See complete. On the prin- 
ciple of rendering unto C;esar that which is Casar's and unto 
Gtxl that which is His, he urged the new Emperor to be care- 
ful to preserve all Church property. The union of the Churches 
was evidently the one comjKnsating fact which weighed against 
the disobedience of the Crusaders. Addressing the bishops 
and clergy in the expedition, he urged them to do their utmost 
to make the union complete. If they did this, there would 
.s<x>n be but one fold under one shepherd. 

In the many letters in which Innocent speaks of the con- 
quest, he leaves the impression that he is overwhelmed by 
the circumstances which had happened ; that, so far as the 
Crusaders are conccrnetl. they have been guilty of sin, but that 
their acts and his own desires, in his opinion, have been over- 
ruled by a Divine interference, and tlut it is now his duly to 
make the bc^>t of a situation which has been created by a 
higher IVjwer than his own. Alx»ve all. the conquest ap|>eared 
to have brought al>out the uni<»n <»f the two C hurches a 
union which had now been accc»nip!iNhed by forcibly bringing 
the Eastern into ^uSjiLtion to llie ruler of the West, liul 
even this union had been the result of a violation of every 
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right principle to the last. While, however, making evcr>^ 
allowance for the fact that Innocent could hardly help feeling 
himself slighted by the intentional disregard of his injunc- 
tions and of his rights, the whole tone of his correspondence 
shows that he was filled with righteous indignation at the 
iniquities perpetrated by the Christian host which had de- 
stroyed the capital of Christendom. After many consulta- 
tions with the eminent men by whom he had surrounded 
himself, Innocent wrote a letter on the conquest of the city 
which will ever remain as a monument of just scorn and the 
lofty statesmanship of the greatest man of his time, 
j^.^ * Since, in your obedience to the Crucified One, you took 

proaches^ upon yourselves the vow to deliver the Holy Land from the 
expedition, power of the Pagans, and since you were forbidden, under 
pain of excommunication, to attack any Christian land or to 
do damage to it, unless its inhabitants opposed your passage 
or refused you what was necessary (and in such case you were 
to undertake nothing against the will of the Legate), and since 
you had neither right nor pretence of right over Greece, you 
have slighted your vow ; you have not drawn your sword 
against Saracens, but against Christians ; you have not con- 
quered Jerusalem, but Constantinople ; you have preferred 
earthly to heavenly riches. But that which weighs more 
heavily upon you than all this is that you have spared nothing 
that is sacred, neither age nor sex ; you have given yourselves 
up to prostitution, to adultery, and to debauchery in face of 
all the world. You have glutted your guilty passions not only 
on married women or widows, but upon women and virgins 
dedicated to the Saviour ; you have not been content with 
the imperial treasures and the goods of rich and poor, but 
you have seized even the wealth of the Church and what 
belongs to it ; you have pillaged the silver tables of the altars; 
you have broken into the sacristies, stolen the crosses, the 
images, the relics, in such a fashion that the Greek Church, 
although borne down by persecution, refuses obedience to the 
Apostolical See, because it sees in the Latins only treason 
and the works of darkness, and loathes them like dogs.* 

As the conquest was already accomplished. Innocent de- 
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clarcd that the Crusaders might keep the land conquered by 
the judgment of God ; but its people must be governed with 
justice, must be maintained in peace and made to conform 
to religion. The property of the Church must be restored ; 
restitution and repentance must be shown for what was past, 
and the vow which the Crusaders had taken must yet be 
fulfilled. 

I have insisted that the great object of Innocent's ponti- 
ficate was to strike a blow at Mahometanism. He hoped 
against hope that by the conquest of Constantinople the cause 
of the Crusades might be advanced. Hence, in claiming from 
the Crusaders, after the conquest of the city, that they should 
fulfil their vow, he pointed out that * the conquest of Greece 
would facilitate the conquest of the Holy Land,' and he re- 
minded them that they themselves had made use of the argu- 
ment that the shortest way to Talcstine was through Con- 
stantinople rather than through Alexandria Again and 
a;;ain he returns to the same idea, and, beyond the union of the 
Churches, the great practical benefit which Innocent sought to 
derive from what he elsewhere describes as *an act of justice 
where wicked men have been made use of by God to punish 
other wicked men,* is that by means of Greece a heavier 
blow might yet be struck against the Mahometans. Baldwin 
had summoned the two Legates from Talestine. InncKciit 
could not approve of their conikict in ol>eying the siimmf>ns. 
' If you have left in order to obtain aid for the Holy Land, 
we approve of what you have done ; if you have done r>o to 
assist in organising the Church of Gnece, you have acted 
too hastily. We authorise you to remain at Constantinople 
on condition that you do not lose si^^ht of Jerusalem, to which 
) ()u were sent/ As the Venetians hat! l)cen the instruments v yw 
of diverting the exix'dition to Constantinople, Inn(Kcnt*s op. Vrx^uav 
position to them was greater than it was to the Cnisatlcrs, 
By the former his wishes had been di-reganle<l to the la^t. 
In accordance uilh the agree ment for the divisi(»n of the 
s|v>il, the Venetians named one of tlu ir oun c<»untrymen, 
Ihoinas Mor<»sini, as patriarch. I he arran^rmenls for hi> 
appointment, and for naming Latin priests to the church<s 
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in Constantinople, had been made, not only without consult- 
ing Innocent, but in a way which Dandolo knew would be in 
defiance of what the Pope regarded as his rights. Innocent 
rejected Morosini, and declared his election by the Venetian 
canons of Hagia Sophia null and void^ on the ground that 
laymen had no right to appoint an ecclesiastic to so high an 
office, and that the canons had not themselves been regularly 
appointed. The objection was not to the person, for Innocent 
at once named Morosini to the patriarchal see. Innocent 
declared that they had added to their offence the pillage of 
the temples and the iniquitous diversion of the ecclesiastical 
possessions. He continued even to refuse the request made 
by the Venetians to appoint the archbishop they had named 
to Zara. * It is you,' he wrote, ' who have led the army of the 
Lord into a wicked path. Instead of fighting the Saracens, 
you have made war on Christians. You have despised the 
Legate, treated the excommunication with contempt, broken 
the vow of the Cross, sacked the treasures and the Church 
possessions at Constantinople. You have done your best to 
appropriate and make hereditary among you the Lord s 
Church by means of lawless treaties. Tell me yourselves how 
you can make up for the harm you have done to the Holy 
Land, since you have turned to your profit an army of 
Christians, so great, so noble, and so numerous, which had 
been brought together with so much pain and expense, and 
with which not only Jerusalem, but even a part of Babylon 
might have been conquered. For if it succeeded in taking 
possession of Constantinople and Greece, a fortiori it could 
have snatched Alexandria and the Holy Land from the 

pagans Not only earthly might, but the will of heaven, 

would have placed the two cities in your power Chris- 
tianity was scandalised by your conduct towards Zara, and 
we cannot scandalise the whole Church by giving the pallium 
to the archbishop without having received satisfaction from 
you.' * As late as 1213 he reproached them with the crime 
of Zara. 

Innocent refused the request made to him to exclude Dan- 
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dolo, on account of his great age, from the performance of the 
vow to make the crusade. When he learned that Cardinal 
Peter had actually arrived in Constantinople to aid in the 
reorganisation of the Orthodox Church, he reproached him 
bitterly for his continual misconduct. He had removed the 
excommunication for the sack of Zara ; he had allowed the 
first siege of Constantinople ; he had absolved the Crusaders 
from their vow. Innocent formally charged him with having 
known, and even having formed, the plot in 1202 for the re- 
storation of young Alexis.* * When the Crusaders, after 
having consecrated themselves to the Saviour, have aban- 
doned their route, drawn away by earthly attractions, were 
you free to change so holy and so solemn a vow, and to per- 
mit them to take another destination ? Think on it yourself. 
Disappointment, shame, and anxiety weaken us when we ask 
whether the Greek Church can enter into union with the 
Apostolic Sec when that Church has seen only the works of 
darkness among the Latins.* Innocent had heard that after 
a year the pilgrims in Constantinople were to be at liberty to 
return home. * The Saracens/ he declares, * who trembled 
after the fall of Constantinople, will they not throw them- 
selves on y<>u, like wolves on an abandoned flock, when they 
learn that the Crusaders will return during the year to their 
homes ? And we, how can we ask the people of the West to 
come to the aid of ralcslinc, even to the hclj) of Constanti- 
nople, if they reproach us who are guiltless for what you have 
done, because the Crusaders have abantloned their vows, and 
have relumed to their homes, loaded with the booty of an 

Kmpirc which they cannot even defend We do not 

yx'i^h to blame you further for the absolution which ynu have 
grantetl to the Venetians ; that will be the subject of a special 
letter Hut wc order you to return without delay to the Holy 
Land.' Honiface, who had been the leader f)f the exjjeiliiiMn 
and its evil spirit, was in like manner n<it spareil by Innoce nt. 
He was mean enough to endeavour to throw all the blame 
the devi.ilM.n of the exjK'dition on Cardinal IVter. and a long 
letter endiavouring to justify himself in this manner wa-* 
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carried to Rome by a special messenger^ His arguments 
and excuses were answered by Innocent, who holds him re- 
sponsible as the leader of the expedition for the horrors of 
the plunder of Constantinople, and refuses to absolve him 
from his vow to make the pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

In truth, the designs of Innocent had completely failed. 
His long and careful preparations had been defeated by 
Philip, Boniface, and Dandolo. All the efforts he had made 
to strike a deadly blow at Islam had come to nought The 
preparations made at so much cost had resulted in an attack 
upon Christians, and not upon Moslems. Constantinople 
had been captured instead of Jerusalem. The opportunity, 
so favourable from many causes, had been lost, and no other 
presenting equal advantages was ever to occur again. The 
internal quarrel between the Saracen leaders, and the weaken- 
ing of Egypt by the non-rising of the Nile during a succession 
of years, were accidental circumstances which were never re- 
peated. The supreme moment for striking a blow at the 
Saracens at a time when it could have been struck with effect 
had passed. Innocent's energy was too great to allow him to 
sit idle under the failure, but all his efforts were unable to 
create an expedition equal in strength to that of 1202. 
Innocent had been humiliated by Philip, and in order to 
accomplish the design of his life was compelled to accept his 
humiliation, and, by declaring for Philip, to acknowledge that 
he had been defeated. On the other hand, the Duke of 
Swabia had failed in the principal object of his intrigues, and 
had only succeeded in defeating the plans of the Pontiff. But 
though his design of becoming Emperor of East and West 
had failed, he never ceased until his assassination in 1208 
by Otho of Wittelsbach to intrigue against Baldwin and his 
successor on the throne. He claimed the booty collected in 
Constantinople as belonging to him, and took possession of a 
considerable portion which had been taken into Germany. 
When the short reign of Baldwin was terminated in 1205 by 
his capture before Adrianople by an army of Bulgarians, 
Wallachians, and Comans, and his subsequent death or 
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murder, Philip still hoped that he might be named to the 
imperial throne. When Henry, the brother of l^aldwin, was 
named as his successor, Philip treated him as a usurper, 
continually spoke of his own rights through his wife, and 
appears to the last to have hoped that all Europe might 
again be brought under his rule, as the Ca;sar universally 
recognised. 

The great consolation of Innocent was that the union of Conquest 
the two Churches had been effected ; but, as we have seen, he ail chance 
doubted whether even this could be brought about effectually churches.*' 
since the conduct of the Latins had outraged the members of 
the Orthodox Church. Subsequent events showed that he 
was entirely right. The Latin conquest of Constantinople 
caused so deep a hatred to the Church of the West that there 
was never a chance again of a union between the two being 
accomplished. Upwards of two centuries later futile .ittempts 
were made at Fcrrara and Florence to bring about such a 
union in presence of the ever-constant danger of the Maho- 
metan progress, but the events of 1 203-4 made the endeavour 
a ridiculous failure. Nor was the anticipatic^n of the diffi- 
culties of union in the mind of Innocent without justificalion 
f»»r other branches of the Orthodox Church. Russia was the 
great convert of the Greek Church. Innocent sent a mission 
to that country' to invite its archbishops and bish<»|)s to sub- 
mit themselves to Rome, in onlcr that their Church mi;;ht 
not be left out cjf his fold, and calU t! attrntion to the fact 
that the Greek Church, from which they had hillu rtf) tlcrivrd 
their aid, had now become united under him. I he mission 
obtaineil no satisfactory result. The Russian remaineil loyal 
to the Orthcnlox Church. Its avcrsi*>n to that of the l.UWr 
Rome ap|K*ars even to have been increased by this mission, 
and in a short time it j)laceil itsrif under allegiance to the 
Patriarch of Nic;ea, who S4H»n took the |>ositinn which liad 
\Kvn occupied by the Patriarch <>f C<»nsi.iiiiin, )j>le. 

It is heyoml my pur|x»Hcto -^ve an aetoiint of the rule of l' *.*'. 
the I^itin l*jn|M-ri)rs c»f Constantin'»pl<*. 'I he events \\hi(h 7jrul\ 1. 
followed the capture of the eity in rapid sui cession prov ed |^\„',J* ,^ 
that the C rusa<lers hail untlerl.iken a la^k far l)oyi>iu| their 
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powers, even if they had been united. But dissatisfaction at 
once began to show itself, and the struggles among the 
captors themselves greatly weakened their power. Boniface 
and his friends seem to have believed themselves outwitted 
by Dandolo and the partisans of Baldwin. Within a few 
days of the coronation of the new Emperor a tumult was 
raised between the rival factions.* 
Quarrel be- The leaders themselves were soon at variance. In accord- 
vin and ance with the arrangement by which the candidate who 
Boniface. g^Quld not be elected Emperor should have the Morea and 
the Roman territory in Asia Minor, Boniface became entitled 
to these possessions. I have already stated that the latter, at 
least, was a concession of territory which it was beyond his 
power to conquer. He therefore made application to ex- 
change it for the principality or kingdom of Salon ica. His 
hereditary claim to this part of the Empire as the heir of 

* Chron, of Romania^ edition Buchon, p. 73. The Greek in which thb is 
written is one of the most curious specimens exij^ting of the mediaeval form of 
that language. The Marquh of Montfcrrat Ijecbmea h fiapKi^fis rov Moy^*pa ; he 
becomes king or 'P^yat rri$ ^aXoyiKfis ir6\'ns. The French are ^payT(f(oi, Baldwin 
is MroASovjStVor, just as in modem Greek the sound of d is always represented by 
Mr. The language of Nicetas contains many words of Western origin. I had 
prepared a k>ng riote on the subject of the Greek language of the twelfth century, 
but Professor Freeman's paper on * Some points in the Later History of the Greek 
Language* in the Journal of Hellenic Studies of Oct., 1882, says all, and more, 
than I could say on the subject, and^says it much better. I am inclined, however, 
to doubt whether his assertion (p. 390) that Anna and Nicetas * are alwa3rs using 
words wliich could never have been the first words that came into their heads ' is 
true. To this day islanders in the Archipelago, Greeks around Trebizond and 
other places in Asia Minor, have preserved in their dialects great numlx'rs of 
words which even those well acquainte<l with modern Greek do not recognise, 
although they are words which will he found in Liddell and Scott. Many also of 
the words used in modem Greek, though not usually found in a classical dictionary', 
are old, and had already come into general use in the time of Nicetas. Thus, he 
writes Kpatrlop for wine, ^c'/Tcipioi' for moon, yfpoy for water. 

The pages of Nicetas show that the Latin Court of the early Kmperors had left 
a great numl)er of words in the language, and that Nicetas and his readers were 
quite familiar with the sight of Romance words in a Greek form. Some of these 
are very curious. Thus, ^4pto% for brother, frh-e^ used of the brethren or friars 
of Jerusalem ; rdfiKioy for table, KoBaWdptos for cavalier^ Jo»| and hovKas for 
duke, fiapKtffios for marquis, ffKotn-dpiov, <rircUa, a^Kptroy, adyirra^ for rex 
(the king in a pack of cards is still in motlern Circck called ^Vryat), wjJpro, Kov<rrwita, 
K6fifii, iyhiKTiMv, iofit'aritcot, fio'/Wa for htlla, 0iy\a for I'ii^ih'n (whieh shoWs that 
in the twelfth century at least 3 was sounded as it is now, »). 
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Rcynicr, to whom Manuel Comncnos was alleged to have 
jjiven certain rights, and the restoration of which inheritance 
had been promised to him at Corfu by his ward, and the fact 
that it adjoined the territory of the King of Hungary, to 
whose sister he was now married, were put forward as reasons 
in favour of such an exchange. Boniface had a sufficient 
party to enable him to make his claim in the form of a 
demand. The new arrangement was a violation of the 
agreement which had been come to, but Baldwin did not feel 
strong enough to refuse it Mourtzouphlos and Alexis were 
at large. The country might yet offer opposition to the new 
rule, and a division between the Crusaders themselves might 
supply the opportunity which each of these ex- Emperors 
needed in order to regain Constantinople. The question was 
much discussed, spoken of, says the Marshal, in many ways, 
hut at length Baldwin gave an evasive answer, which Boni- 
face construed into a consent to the exchange. Then Boniface 
did homage. The difficulty, however, was not as yet at an 
end- Baldwin, leaving Constantinople in charge of Dandolo, 
marched against Mourtzouphlos and Alexis. Boniface was 
to have accompanied him, Baldwin apparently not having 
confidence in his fealty. After leaving Adrianople the Em- 
peror arrived at Mosynopolis,* where he determined to await 
the coming of his powerful subject. On his arrival the latter 
begged Baldwin to allow him to Icmvc at once for Salon ica, in 
order to take possession of his signiory, and recjucstcd the 
Emperor not to ruin him by going there himself. Baldwin, 
however, refused. A defiance followed. Boniface declared 
that if the Emperor went into his countr)' when he, Ikjniface, 
was quite able to comjuer it for himself, it could ivit be for 
his benefit * If you go. understand clearly that I shall nr>t 
go with you, and that I shall separate myself fri»in )-ou.'' 
The Emperor replied that even on such terms he would go 

• Mir»)n..|-ili, i*. I Ultivi*. fhc |nrM ni M ist.mly, a%ill.»v;c to thr north of the 
lUi -1 «li>t.iiit .\l-»»it l%fco»l.i\%* ji'Uiitr>, a% \ till h.u«lt'Ltii .!i*m iiI«-* it, ffom 
A'in in<>|.|c, ami lo the i»c*t of thtl cry. I »u r.iiim' < V . nu.'i.^tti on I 1... ^'..ir. 
|». I >^ . tt vk.i** foritirtly M,i\utii.ii)* f*'^^* plur> it .it the iitiHith o( the 

Marit/a or |Ii !.iu«. 

» \ »lUh*i.;-uia. 177 
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to Salonica. The breach was a serious one. Boniface, 
through his marriage, was supported by many of the Greeks. 
He declared that Baldwin was more perjured than the 
Greeks. He gave to his wife's eldest son the name and the 
imperial ornaments of the Emperor. The Marshal shows 
his estimate of the danger by the statement that if God had 
not taken pity on them they would have lost all that they 
had gained. The rival leaders, each with an army behind 
him, were on the verge of war. Baldwin remained firm, and 
marched towards Salonica. Boniface, with his own followers, 
and with nearly all the German Crusaders, went on their way 
back, apparently towards Constantinople. The latter reached 
and entered Didymotica on the Maritza, and a day's journey 
south of Adrianople. The Greeks submitted, and indeed 
the inhabitants of the country flocked in wherever he passed 
with offers of support. Boniface pushed on to and besieged 
Adrianople, in which Baldwin had left a garrison. The Cru- 
sader in command immediately sent messengers, who rode 
day and night, to the capital, to inform Dandolo of the rup- 
ture, and that Boniface, after having occupied Didymotica, 
one of the strongest forts in Romania, was supported by the 
Greeks, and was now laying siege to Adrianople. 

Boniface then played a bold stroke to detach the Venetians 
from the side of Baldwin. In the beginning of August he 
made a bargain with their representatives in Adrianople, by 
which he was to receive i ,000 marks and lands in the west of 
the Balkan peninsula, which produced annually 10,000 golden 
aspers, and which he was to hold in fee from the republic 
and not from the Emperor. In return Boniface sold to the 
Venetians his rights over Crete, his claim to 100.000 golden 
aspers due from the Empire on account of Alexis the Fourth, 
his late pupil, and the rights over the fiefs with which Manuel 
had invested Keynier in Salonica. As the Venetians, in virtue 
of the agreement for the division of the Empire, were under 
no obligation to do homage for the territory which they re- 
ceived in Romania, Boniface, by this agreement, withdrew 
himself from vassalage to Baldwin. The trick was worthy of 
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Boniface, and it entirely succeeded in dc-iachin^ Dandoio from 
the side of Baldwin.' 

Meantime Baldwin had marched on Salonica. The inter- 
vening towns and fortres>cs had surrendered to him, and 
Salonica itself— then, as Villehardouin says, one of the bc-t 
and richest cities of Christendom — surrendered on condition 
of retaining the privileges the city had enjoyed under the 
Greek Emperors. 

Dandolo in Constantinople was still ma:5tcr of the situa- 
tion, and appears to have had powers which made him some- 
thing like a dictator. After taking coun-el with the chief 
barons he sent Villehardouin, who is careful to inform us on 
several occasions that he had great influence with Ik^nifacc, 
to Adrianopla When he approached that city. B-^nifacc, uith 
the chiefs of his army, met him. In the intcn icw the Marshal 
reproached the Marquis with havini; attacked the territory of 
the Emperor, and especially with having laid sic;;e to Adrian- 
oplc without having submitted his grievances to Dandolo. 
I^>niface laid all the blame on the Emi>cror, but at length 
agreed to a truce. Boniface was to retire from Adrianople 
to Didymotica and place his c^<^ in the hands of Dandolo, 
Count lx>uis of Blois, Conon de Ikrlhune, and the Marshal. 
Ik>niface withdrew to Didymotica, where his wife had re- 
mained, and the Marshal returned to Constantinople. The Pt-i^^-iK 

for .irt),tr. 

next obj(ct was to obtain the consent tit the 1 .mjKTor to lu.n 
place his case also in the hands of Damlolo. Messen.;i rs 
were sent to inform Haklwin of what hatl taken place. I'he 
Kmi)eror in the meantime had heard of the siege laid ti> 
Adriam)p!e by Boniface, and had ha^lcneil to its relief, lie 
was. however, in considerable tliOlculties. Then, as now, the 
ncighlx)urhocHl of Salonica was highly feverish. S<»nie of his 
best followers had died, and many more we re diNal)Ied with 
fever, lience the army which f<ilhnved him was weak ami 
almost unfit for service, \\ hile he w as on his way to the 
relief of Adrianople the messengers from Dantlt)lo met him 
and fi>rmally re<piesled him to submit the matters in dirt'iculty 
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with Boniface to the four arbitrators already mentioned, adding 
the distinct threat that they would on no account allow a 
resort to force between him and his late chief. The Emperor 
was irritated and angry. He consulted his council, in which, 
says the Marshal, who is throughout the partisan of Boniface, 
there were many who had helped to cause the broil. Many 
hard words -grosses paroles — were used. The Emperor made 
a compromise. His army was too weak to resist Boniface 
with his Greek allies. He dared not openly break with Dan- 
dolo, who was master of the capital, but he would not consent, 
until he knew the situation better, to place himself in the hands 
of the self-constituted tribunal He replied that he would 
not pledge himself to submit the difficulty, but he would pro- 
ceed at once to his capital, and in the meantime would promise 
not to attack Boniface. 

On his arrival in Constantinople Baldwin recognised before 
the fourth day that the course proposed was the best which 
under the circumstances he could adopt. Boniface was sent 
for, and he also, after some hesitation, consented to come to 
the capital. On his arrival the arbitrators decided that the 
Emperor was wrong. Salonica was to be given to Boniface, 
and as a pledge that this should be done the Marshal was 
ordered to take possession of Didymotica, and to hold it until 
he should be assured that Boniface was safely installed in 
Salonica. This decision was carried out, and the principality 
or kingdom of Salonica was surrendered to Boniface, Marquis 
of Montferrat. 

While the first of the grave internal differences of the 
Crusaders was thus brought temporarily to an end, others 
of an equally serious character, which it is beyond my purpose 
to describe, presented themselves. Innocent's anticipation of 
misfortune was soon justified by events. There was, as he had 
foreseen, little hope of aid in the crusade from the conquerors 
of an Empire which they were not able to defend. Within 
eighteen months of the capture of the city three of the prin- 
cipal actors and a crowd of those only second to them in rank 
had died, and most of them by violent deaths. We have 
already seen that Baldwin fell into the hands of his enemies 
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and was succeeded by his brother. Dandolo ended his long 
life in June 1205, and lies buried in or near the Great Church 
of the Divine Wisdom.' Two years afterwards Boniface, who 
had continued to be of doubtful loyalty until he appears to 
have been contented by the marriage of his daughter to the 
new Emperor Henry, met with a violent death. He was 
caught in a defile in the Rhodope Mountains by the Bul- 
garians, and was mortally wounded. 

The years that followed the Conquest were of wild disorder Disorder 
and confusion. The government of the country was a task EnTpire.^ 
to which the Crusaders were unequal. The attempt to rule 
the ancient Empire under the forms of the Western feudal 
system utterly broke down. The land was divided into fiefs 
amongst the barons and knights, but the division caused much 
disaffection and wrangling. Few were satisfied in the general 
*<ramble which followed. In spite of an attempt to decide 
differences by lot, the rule was that each should keep what he 
could take. Western titles and dignities were introduced, 
and we read in the Empire of the New Rome for the first 
and last time of grand constables, seneschals, cup-bearers, 
marshals, grand butlers, masters of the stables, and the like. 
The Crusaders knew their own fanciful law of honour, but 
despised the ordinary law by which mortals are governed. The 
assize of Jerusalem became law for the Empire, though an 
attempt was made to preserve a ix>rt!on at least of the old 
Roman administration, including the application of the Roman 
law of Justinian as preserved in his capital. There was, 
however, little chance that the new Weslcrn system of orga- 
nisation could work harmoniously with the ancient Roman 
administration which h«id lasted in Romania. Such chance as 
there might otherwise have been was i!c'Ntro)'cd by forces out- 
side the Empire. The same causes which had weakened the 
dominion of the Byzantine rulers Ix j^an to oix^rate a^^ainst 

' A in llic i%i*tiK'n\ jj.illi ry, itw nUtI * ll< nfu >> I ^jitilwlo/ c i>tnitiriiit»rjlc« 
him. TIm%. after h.mnj; li.n^ Urn f.'iW'Vtn. *» (iiK*-<t>cit-il a fen )vms a^jn. 
ftfw) th"s; h s-.nif* i.f ifir af» ln^.L-j^M^t, <.( ( .-n^- \i;'n. wh*.-*- i>| irii->ft^ aic 

rtititlol to t« 1 1 I- lit \(- tl tr. U- I , m; ir i \ i i\ ii-. » in. | ^ im |i i •(> ti» tlouKt 
tK.it It w |.; .. t.i 111 It prt nt |«»N|ijon .rl) i I Mi. ' 1 ■* Ay i \i 
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the Crusaders, and rendered them so feeble that instead of 
being able, as they had fondly believed, to use the strength of 
Romania against the Saracens, they had to implore aid from 
the West to enable them to hold what they had conquered. 

The deposed Emperor, Alexis the Third, and Alexis the 
Fifth or Mourtzouphlos, were, at the time of the occupation, 
still at large. The latter was captured by the Latins at 
Mosynopolis, was brought to Constantinople, and was thrown 
from the column of Theodosios. Alexis the Third was captured 
and sent to Boniface, who held him as a prisoner, and gave to 
Philip the satisfaction of stating how he should be disposed of 

The Moslems were at first greatly alarmed at the capture 
of the city which to them was still the world's capital, was 
still Rome. In their first alarm even Malek-Adel hastened 
to conclude a truce of six years with Cardinals Peter Capuano 
and Soffred ; but he aud his so-called religionists soon re- 
covered from the shock of the Conquest Constantinople had 
drawn away Crusaders from Palestine instead of adding to 
their number. The Western soldiers, including even many 
of the Templars, took the opportunity of leaving Syria in 
order to share in the wealth which was offered them in 
Constantinople. The natural result followed. The truce was 
broken, and Islaraisra soon came into possession of territory 
which had been held for many years by the Christians. 
Though Innocent profoundly regretted this result, he was 
forced to acquiesce in it, and even to authorise Baldwin to 
retain the Crusaders in Constantinople whom he had previously 
ordered to leave for the Holy Land. In the spring of 1205 
the new Emperor was attacked by Greeks, Bulgarians, and 
Comans, and it was in one of these attacks that the latter 
succeeded in luring a considerable body of Crusaders into 
an ambuscade, where they killed three hundred knights, cap- 
tured the Emperor, and took him prisoner to Tirnova. It was 
at this very time that the great body of Venetians, amounting 
to 7,000, left Constantinople. The Crusaders were obliged to 
withdraw to the capital, and nearly the whole of the country 
was abandoned to the enemy. Still less success awaited them 
in Asia Minor, where the Greeks were able to hold their own 
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after the first surprise caused by the capture of the capital, 
and where the invaders found themselves glad, in 1206, to 
make a truce with Theodore Lascaris. The story of the 
following years is one of struggle with the people whom they 
had conquered, of reckless disregard of their rights, of raids 
over the country in search of plunder, of attacks from the 
Bulgarians and Comans, and of almost incessant warfare 
until, sixty years after the Conquest the Greeks again obtained 
|x)ssession of the capital, and the Latin Empire of the East 
came to an ignominious end. 

Venice obtained the richest rewards and the fullest pay- 'Hi^. p-^'"^ 
ment for her share in the conquest of Constantinople. Her 
acquisition of territory and of commerce made her for a time 
the undisputed mistress of the Mediterranean. Dandolo had 
stipulated that she should receive three out of the eight por- 
tions into which it had been agreed that Romania should be 
divided. He appears to have been allowed to take his choice 
cif the |K>rtions of territory which were to be allotted as the 
share of the Republic. He naturally chose lands adjacent 
to those already pt)ssesscd by Venice on the Adriatic, and such 
|x>rts. islands, or sea-boards as she could readily defend with 
her fleet. Dandolo retained the rank which had already been 
given him of Despot, and was allowed to wear the im|HTial 
buskins. In addition, he took tlie curious title of lord of one- 
quarter and a half of the Roman Empire.' 

On the death of Dandt)lo his successor obtained a conccs- 
sion from the EmjKTor authorising any Venetian citi/en i)r 
ally to take p<>ssc^sion of any of the islatui> in the /l ^n an 
or places on its coasts which were not already occupied by 
the Republic, ami to hold it fi»r him and hi'i heirs. I he 
^'ranting of this ctMUession was f»»]l«»ueiJ by a series of buc- 
tancering expeditions which sj>cttlil> captuied and meujMeil 
a numlK-r i»f imfHirtant iM>siti<»ns. (]alIipt*Ii,on the I)ardanelles, 
was sei/id by Marc Damlolo and another prominent citi/en. 
and with the Thracian CheiMHUNC \va-» ereete<l into a duchy. 

' ■ lit i)tt< UN I (u. <..Ki.. I ». \ , iM It 1 > til. > .1. 1 .!< < I > ,:i I .1 1%. il.. 

niinu 'j.i •! ' t J 11 .1 , 1 1 ititu ' : I t< ' i.< III ^- Ml !>'..> ' / .'. J / J i . , 
in Muf jit II. 




THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 



Another band, under Sanuto, occupied Naxos, Paros, and 
other isles, which were held by him and his descendants for 
four centuries. Chios was occupied by the great chiefs, 
Justiniani and Michacli. A part of Eubo^aand the Cyclades, 
the islands of Lemnos and Zante, were captured by others. 
The Republic itself took possession of Corfu. The great 
power of Venice over the Adriatic, the iEgean, and espe- 
cially over the islands mentioned, and over a portion of the 
Morea, dates from the Latin Conquest — a power which was 
used on the whole well and wisely, which introduced or con- 
tinued fairly good government, and which has left traces in 
well-constructed roads and fortresses in every place I have 
mentioned. But, as was natural, the results of the Latin 
Conquest were more markedly visible in Venice herself than 
in any of the possessions which she obtained. Her marts 
were filled with merchandise. Her ships crowded the great 
canals and her harbour with the spoils of Asia and the pro- 
ducts of the Levant Her architecture reproduced and im- 
proved upon that of Constantinople. The spoils of the New 
Rome were her proudest ornaments. Her wealth rapidly in- 
creased. The magnificence of the New Rome was transferred 
to Venice, which was during the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries the most splendid of Christian cities. 

The Venetians continued to be opposed to the designs of 
Innocent, and years afterwards were reproached by him for 
sending wood, arms, and other munitions of war * to the 
Saracens in Alexandria. At a later period Innocent re- 
proached them for mocking the Holy See, and injuring the 
cause in the Holy Land by inducing pilgrims who were able 
to fight to go to Crete and assist the Republic instead of 
combating the Saracens. In the next crusade, which was 
also due to the indomitable energy of the same pontiff, the 
Venetians were as far as possible excluded from all participa- 
tion in it. Innocent named Ancona and Brindisi as the ports 
of embarkation for Outre-mer. 
iv-neficiai It was impossible that an event so important as the con- 
ihe"c^n-^ quest of the city could have been without beneficial results 

* Inno. Ep, xii. 142. 
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to Western Europe. Against the destruction of so much quest to 
that is valuable wc may set off a knowledge of the comforts Europe, 
of a civilised and comparatively luxurious life conveyed to 
the West by men who, as we gather from all contemporary 
accounts, had been profoundly affected by the signs of wealth 
with which they were surrounded. Many small but valuable 
advances in W^cstern civilisation are due to the Conquest. Silk 
weaving had been better understood in Constantinople than 
in any Western city, but Venice was soon able to rival her 
ancient enemy. Various seeds and plants found their way 
to the West. The diversion of the trade of Constantinople 
from the Bosphorus to the Adriatic or into overland routes 
probably benefited and helped to develop the civilisation of 
Western Europe. The commerce of the Empire passed into 
the hands of foreigners and rivals, and of these Venice natu- 
rally obtained the largest share. The valuable products of 
Central Asia which found their way into the ports of the 
Azoff and the Euxine,and which had been reserved jealously 
by the citizens of Constantinople for themselves, even at the 
time when the Emperors were granting capitulations for trade 
in evcr>* other part of the Empire, all these now went to Venice. 
Most of this trade was carried on by sea ; but the dangers 
which beset maritime commerce now that the shadow of the 
/rir Romana had passed away caused a considerable i>ortion 
of the valuable and less bulky products of India and Central 
Asia to be taken up the Indus, thence by camels to the 
Caspian, and then partly overland and partly by rivers to 
Venice or other Eurojxran states. The great bulk of the trade 
between Asia and Euro|)e was diverted from the Hosj)horus 
into the Adriatic. Venetian ships for a time replaced in the 
HIack Sea not only those of Constantinople hut even those of 
Genoa. The Tartar races in the Euxine as well as the Sara- 
cens in Egypt and Syria traded almost exclusively with the 
citizens of Venice. 

Inmnenl conlinucti to c<»ntlemn the coruluct i»f the Cru- I mI rr u'o 
Nadrr^ and the Venetians in terms which show that tluy are IjU'i*^* " 
the c\pre-^M«n <»f hi> tK'lilxrately fomud oj»inh»n and th.it «»f 
ll»e great churchmen hy whom he w.ih « urrountkcl. We have 
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seen that at times his language is that of profound indignation 
at the iniquities which have been committed ; at other times 
it is that of expostulation and of calm reasoning. But 
throughout the many letters in which he addresses the actors 
in this huge fiasco or alludes to their conduct, the sentiment 
most predominant is one of sadness that the Crusaders should 
have abandoned the object for which they were brought to- 
gether. His letters leave the impression that he never ceased 
to regret the failure of the crusade, which had been so care- 
fully organised and from which so much might reasonably 
have been expected. He appears on many occasions to feel 
that it is impossible to make those whom he addresses under- 
stand what is the greatness of the opportunity which they 
had missed. In the comprehension of the Eastern Question 
of his day and of what statesmanship required for the interests 
of Europe and of civilisation, he seems to stand at the 
opening of the thirteenth century head and shoulders above 
all other kings or potentates. The tone of his letters, their 
gloom, when speaking of the prospects of Romania, of Asia 
Minor, and of Syria, almost appear as if he alone in his gene- 
ration foresaw how disastrous the conquest of the imperial 
city would be ; as if he alone recognised that it was the 
interest of Europe to make a supreme effort to strike a blow 
at Mahometanism, which should make its further advance 
upon Christian territory impossible. He tried and, no doubt, 
to a certain extent succeeded in finding consolation in the 
union of the Churches, which he fondly hoped was to be 
brought about by the Conquest ; and though, as we have seen, 
he recognised that the manner of the Conquest had placed a 
great obstacle in the way of union, he yet hoped that the 
* loathing ' felt by the Greeks towards the Latins would in 
time be softened down or entirely removed. He hoped that 
the conquest of the city might still be of use in reducing 
Jerusalem under Christian rule. He believed that its capture 
during Easter week might possibly be regarded as a token 
that Christ intended to make use of the wicked act of the 
Crusaders by leading to a new entry into the Holy City, and 
that the Greeks had been justly punished for their refusal to 
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hi'lp the Crusaders and for their toleration of a mosque within 
their city. In these facts he found consolation. The existence 
of this consolation and of this rejoicing in the union which 
Si) many pontiffs had laboured fruitlessly to effect brinj^s out 
into stronger relief the intensity of his conviction that the 
destruction of the rival Empire was a blunder and a crime. 
He was profoundly sad at the failure of his expedition, at the 
conquest of an Empire whose preservation would absorb all 
the force of Christendom, and at the necessary diversion of 
Christian troops from Palestine. 

We who can be wise after the event can see even more 
di>tinctly th.in Innocent how disastrous the conquest of 
Constantinople had been. The city had spent it.s strength in 
fi;^hting against the hordes of Asia. Her outiK)sls in Asia 
Minor had been carried by successive waves of barbarian in- 
vasion from the great plains of Central Asia. These waves 
had come flowing on multitudinously and overwhelmingly 
during a century' and a half, pushed by the mighty movement 
of a Tartar emigration westward. Her |>owcrs had been ex- 
hausted in thus ilcfending the first lines of EurojK? against a 
host whose deficiencies were immediately supplied by new- 
comers. We have seen in our recent small war in the Soudan 
what is the force which the spring-tide of fanaticism may 
supply to a horde of barkuians. 'I'he Scljuki:in Turks and 
the other Mahometan trilK s against which the strength of the 
New Rome had bi^en s|)ent were still dnmk with the new 
wine of their conversion to Islam, ami fi)U^ht with the same 
confidence of victory, recklrssncss of life, and even th'sirc for 
death, with which the half-naked and ill-amird followers n( 
an African Mahili threw themscKcs on l'f)::lish bayonrts, 
I'he legions (if the New Koiiic \\ithst«K)d the rush of the 
Asiatic fan.ilics as stradily as tlid our oun comitrvmi-n those 
of Africa. A::ain and a-ain tlu y suikhImI in innuliii;^ 
what was appan ntl)' a (riishii)' *!< !< at on tlir Maln»iii«tan 
armies. Hut the b.itllr ha<l to Ik* f u ;ht a,;ain .iltt r the l.qi^e 
of a few y«Mrs. when lu w fanalit s h.id »».iim to i.ike \\\r plate 
of tli'i'-e who ha<l fallt n. I he llow of sa\.i,;e 4»r Uirbaiian 
hordes hail, during the two centuries whith pre* edrtl the 
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disaster of 1204, been as constant on the north of the Black 
Sea as it had been on the south. Bulgarians, Comans, Pat- 
chinaks, Uzes, and other non-Christian peoples had attacked 
the imperial city in the rear while she was defending European 
civilisation in Asia Minor. The Sicilian expedition and 
internal troubles, arising partly from dynastic rivalries, partly 
from the weakness which had come upon her owing to Asiatic 
influences, and especially to the weakening of the despotic 
form of government before the oligarchical had become suffi- 
ciently strong to take its place, had lessened her strength, so 
that she was not able to offer the resistance which she had 
done two centuries earlier. But she gained breathing time 
from the divisions of the Seljukian Turks and from her 
victories over the Bulgarians and the Comans, and there 
appears good reason to believe that had she not been destroyed 
by the people of the West and her organisation put an end 
to during a period of sixty years, she would have been able 
at a later period to have made a stouter, and probably a suc- 
cessful, resistance to the Ottoman Turks. That this new body 
of Mahometan invaders was able a century and a half later 
to occupy several important positions in what they called as 
their descendants still call it, Roumelia, or the territory of 
Rome, and that two centuries and a half later they were able 
to capture the New Rome itself, was due to the fatal blow 
which had been inflicted by Philip of Swabia, by Boniface of 
Montferrat, and by Henry Dandolo. 

That blow had been struck at the moment when the 
resources of the Empire had been expended. We ought not, 
however, to forget that its strength had been spent in 
stemming the torrent of barbarism, in fighting the battle of 
Europe against Asia, of Christianity against Moslemism. 
The Empire had maintained this struggle not altogether 
single-handed, for the efforts of the Crusaders had been on 
behalf of the same cause. But the Saracens were the special 
object of their attack, and the fact that the deliverance of the 
Holy Land was the peculiar aim set before them prevented 
anything like hearty co-operation with the Empire in att<icking 
the Turks, even had there not been other reasons which made 
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such co-operation impossible. Thus the great brunt of the 
struggle fell upon the Empire alone, and, in spite of the cflbrts 
of rulers like Manuel to persuade the western nations to 
come to their aid, Latin and German Europe preferred to 
fight Islam in its own way rather than to make common 
cause against the common enemy. The traditional feeling in 
the West against those who recognised the sway of the 
emperor of the New Rome has aflected western historians of 
this period of Constantinopolitan history. As the descen- 
dants of peoples who acknowledged the rule of the Latin 
Church we have taken our ideas and our prejudices from our 
fathers, and are in this sense all of us the sons of the 
crusaders. Western Europe has been only too ready to find 
evidence of the corruption and the effeminacy of the eastern 
capital, to recognise that Asiatic influences had lessened the 
vigour which had characterised its government during the 
centuries preceding the Crusades, and to regret that its 
Church had less power in arousing enthusiasm than had the 
sister Church of our fathers. Hence it is that justice has not 
been done to the unceasing struggle of a century and a half 
previous to 1 204, made by the Greek-s|>eaking Roman empire 
and by the Christians of Armenia and Gcorgi.i. The facts that 
have been remembered are that the Eastern Church had rcfu»^xl 
to accept the supremacy of the Pope ; that Constantinople was 
taken by the crusaders ; that her |>opulation was powerless to 
prevent the capture of the city in 1453 by the Ottoman Turk*?, 
The facts that are forgotten are that if the Turks were unable 
to find a footing in Europe until 1 50 years after 1 204 it was 
because the Eastern Empire had made so gallant a resistance 
during a like period before 1 204 ; that she received a fatal 
blow from the huge expedition called the Fourth Crusade, 
but that, recovering for a while from this blow, she was yet 
able unaided to prolong the struggle long enoii|;h to pour 
forth a stream of learning and literature over the West ; and 
that the time gained while she kept back the Turks grcatl\- 
diminished their strcn^^th, delayed their arrival in Euro|>e, 
and enabled the West to grow strong cnniijjh to resist the 
Ottoman Turks when, two ccnturir-* after they had made 
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good their hold upon Europe, they attained the period of 
their greatest strength, barely more than two centuries ago. 
That John Sobieski was able to drive bsCck the Turks who 
were besieging Vienna in 1683 was due to the fact that the 
Eastern Empire had sacrificed itself as the vanguard of Europe. 

Nor must it be forgotten that the resistance of the Empire 
had had a great effect upon the Seljukian Turks. The 
terrible blows inflicted on them had diminished their strength. 
They had already begun to show signs of weakness. During 
the latter years of the century Chengiz Khan, the great 
leader of a Tartar tribe which had adopted the name of 
Mongol,^ had commenced his terrible career, and the attention 
of the Turks was in 1204 already turned away from the 
Empire to that of the more serious danger which threatened 
them in their rear. The capture of Constantinople by the 
western crusaders enabled the Turks to survive that danger. 
Had the Empire not been destroyed there is good reason to 
believe that it would have shortly recovered its strength, have 
continued its struggle, and that the Turks, with Chengiz 
Khan on one side and the imperial troops on the other, would 
have been annihilated. 

The continual attacks of the Seljuks, while they had weak- 
ened the Empire, yet enable us to see how great had been its 
strength. The marches of Pizarro in the New World, of the 
Ten Thousand of Alexander, and at this very time of Chengiz 
Khan into China and subsequently into Transoxiana, were 
all easy, since they were through states which had become 
demoralised. No such demoralisation existed, and conse- 
quently no such march was possible under the rule of the 
New Rome. The Turks had to fight their way inch by inch, 
to hold what they captured against continual harassment, 
and, as I have so often repeated, were only able to maintain a 
settlement in Asia Minor because their numbers were con- 
tinually recruited by fresh bands of immigrants into the 
country they had captured, 

• The soldiers of Chengiz Khan repudiated the name Tartars as that of a 
people they h.id conquered, and called themselves Mongols. Notwithstanding 
the repudiation they were of Tartar origin. Oslx)rn's Islam under the Khali/s oj 
Baghdad^ 372. 
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The results of the Fourth Crusade upon European 



civilisation were altogether disastrous. The light of Greek 
civilisation, which Byzantium had kept burning for nearly 
nine centuries after Constantine had chosen it as his capital, 
was suddenly extinguished. The hardness, the narrowness 
and the Hebraicism of western civilisation were left to de- 
vclopc themselves with little admixture from the joyousness 
and the beauty of Greek life. Everyone knows that the 
Turkish conquest of Constantinople dispersed throughout the 
West a knowledge of Greek literature, and that such know- 
ledge contributed largely to the bringing about of the 
Reformation and of modem ways of thought. One cannot 
but regret that the knowledge of Greek literature was so 
dearly bought. If the dispersion of a few Greeks, members 
of a conquered and therefore despised race, but yet carrj'ing 
their precious manuscripts and knowledge among hostile 
peoples, could produce so important a result, what effect 
might not reasonably have been hoped for if the great crime 
against which Innocent protested had not been committed ? 
Western Europe saw the sparks of learning dispersed amon^ 
its people. The light which had been continuously burning 
in a never forgotten and, among the litcrar)* class, a scarce!)' 
changed language, had been put out. The crime of the 
Fourth Crusade handed over Constantinople and the Balkan 
peninsula to six centuries of barbarism, and rendered futile 
the attempts of Inmxrent and subsequent statesmen to recover 
Syria and Asia Minor to Christendom and civilisation. If 
we would understand the full significance of the Latin 
conquest of Constantinople, we must try to realise what 
might now be the civilisation of Western Euro|>c if the j 
Romania of six centuries ago had not been destroyed. One 
may picture not only the Black Sea, the liosphorus, an<l the 
Marmora surrounded by progressive and civilised nations, but 
even the eastern and southern shores of ihe Metlitcrranean 
^iven back a^;ain to gocxl government and a reli;;ion which is 
not a Uirricr to civilisation. 



^1 ^ 




Errata 

Page 35, line 13, after the first emperor add of note. 
>» 9O1 »» S*/''* Alexis Angelos read Isaac Angelos. 
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40 

Armenia attacked by Togrul, 25 ; 
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Latin conquest of Constantinople, 
244 tUftt 

C lement, St., head of, 357 

Comans, the, attack the Empire, 
56. 105 

Cumnenos, John, campaigns of, 
against the Turks 42 ; nominates 
Manuel heir to the crown, 68 ; 
his sons blinded, 78 ; claims the 
places captured by crusaders, 1 14 

CtNnnenos, John, the Fat, a pre- 
tender, 106 

Conquest, the. Iteneficial results of. 
to Western Europe, 396 ; its evil 
results. 397 

<\mrad. King, crusade of, 43, 119 

Conrad of Montferrat aids Isaac II. 
to quell the revolt of Hranas. 93 ; 
refuses to go with Isaac to Adria- 
nople, 96 ; astas&inaterl in Pales- 
line, Uf., 1 29 ; saves Tyre from 
the Saracens. 127 ; claims the 
throne of Jerusalem, tb. ; story 
of his marriages, ib. n^te ; alleged 
treachery of Iwac II. to him, 272 

( onstantine, churches built by, 
182 ; column of, 1H6 

(Onoantine Angelm, det^ign of, 
upon the throne, 97 

i'onstantinople reprmlured in Ve- 
nice, II, 396; pi»stii4»n of. in 
regard to the |x>pulattons of 
the Balkan peninsula. 50 ; fitvrrNC 
rutionalitics among the |»opiil.i. 
tion of, 140: did ncK assimilate 
Aireign immigrants I4I ; the 
chic! city of the Wesiern Hoild 
in IJOO, 175 ; advantages of its 
kituali^m, ib. ; ml vantages de- 
rived from it* licing the capital, 
and from c«mimerce, 1 76 ; ihc 
treasure-house <jf the Havi, iSo ; 
il* %tealth cnm|iare«l %iuh Wes- 
tern cities, iKi ; its prim ipal 
ItJildings, 1S2 : Its %ir.iltli m 
r^lM-s, 187. 355 ; its waiU mv\ 



CRU 

cisterns, 189 ; dwellings of the 
poorer class, ib, ; a city of 
pleasure, 190 ; learning not ne- 
glected there. 194 ; absence of 
interest in religious questions in 
the twelfth century, 195 ; mon- 
asteries, 198 ; sense of security of 
its inhabitants, ib. ; efTeminacy 
of the ruling classes, 199 ; influ- 
ence of Asia upon its social life, 
200; administration of the 
government and of justice, ao6 ; 
super!»tition of the people, 208 ; 
comparison with Turkish Con- 
stantinople, 215 ; the plot of the 
crusade leaders against it, 259 ; 
its defences, 303 ; attacked by 
the crusa<lers. 305 ; fires in, 318, 
320 ; assaultetland capture^!, 339 ; 
sacketl, 345 
Contostcphan<Js deserts with the 
fleet to Amironicm C^>mnent»s, 
75 ; deprivefl of sight, 79 
Corfu, the crusaders at, 290 
Crusailes, divirganis.itiim %irotigli( 
in the Empire l>y, 36 ; difficulties 
in the way of a>-openition uiih 
the Empire, 114: decline of the 
religious spirit among the rru 
sa4lfrs, 116; inrtuenrr of, t»n the 
capture of Constantin<*ple, 132 

— first, 36 

— second, 43 ; its failure altriUitol 
to the Empire, 1 18 

— third, 46, 122 : in aDi.inre viiiii 
the Turks. 47 ; its failure em 
bitters the feeling *»f the \Ve>t 
.il^.iinvt the Kntpire, 122 

— fourth, ofigm t»f, 221 ; the roitc\ 
fcal in its liehalf, 225 ; prearhol 
l»y Fulk. 22>* ; the coinmarvl 
offernl to The>»lml«l, 229 ; choice 
of \ enice as the of •lr|xirtuie, 
231 : terms niA(ic«kith the 

2U5 •Irstmttl ftir K^r^ftt, 2\^\ 
ihr coinm.iml transferiol lo |l<»ni- 
f.vr of Montfrrr.!?. 250; Urach 
i»f the oiMitrail with \ riiue, 242; 
di\ersj'»n i»l the etitcrpiise |»f»>- 
|MKol, 242: Xrmtians to take 
p.ut in the rruv.t,(c, 2y>: inrUi- 
iiwe «»f lUit-l .lo, 251 ; capture 
of /ara, 2\\ : <)uarrel of cm 
v.itltix %«iih \ rnrU.ia*. 2^6 ; tcj 
N4.u% Avxi^nnJ \f% contrini- 'I Jl V 
«kiitrf\ for thr <li\rr>i«ii, JSO ; 
ti(-4t ).cr> of \tni. c, J*.! : f> 
ol ilu* i'on^i 11.11 > jj^oi«i lio 
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stantinople, 267 ; attack uf the 
city agreed on at Zara, 279 ; 
deputation sent to Innocent III., 
283 ; arrival of the expedition at 
Corfii, 290 ; feeling of the army 
at the convention of Zara, 291 ; 
arrival before Constantinople, 
296 ; reply to the messenger of 
Alexis III., 298; passage of the 
Bosphorus, 300; Galata occu- 
pied, 301 ; the imperial fleet sur- 
prised, ib. ; general attack on the 
city, 302 ; a deputation sent to 
Isaac II., 312 ; the contract with 
Alexis IV, 314 ; Saracen mosque 
attacked and the city set fire 
to, 320; marauding expeditions, 
323 ; insolent demand on Isaac 
II. for payment, 326 ; siege of 
Constantinople agreed on, 336 ; 
prospective arrangements for the 
division of the spoil, 337 ; con- 
quest of the city, 340 ; election 
of a Latin emperor, 370 
Cyprus seized by Isaac Comnenos, 
02 ; expedition of Isaac II. to, 
96; conquered by Richard I., 
128 



Dadvbra capitulates to the Turks, 
108 

Dalmatia Slavicised, 53 

Dalmatius de Sergy obtains the 
head of St. Clement, 357 

Damascus, failure of the cnisaders' 
attack on, 122 

Dandolo, Henry, his mission to 
Constantinople, 168; his feelings 
towards the Empire, 233 ; be- 
comes one of the leaders of the 
crusade, 250 ; his character, 251 ; 
directs the seaward attack upon 
Constantinople, 305 ; has an 
audience with Mourtzouphlos, 
334 ; refuses to become a candi- 
date for the throne of Constanti- 
nople, 367, 373 ; declares in 
favour of Baldwin, 372 ; arbi- 
t rates between Boniface and Bald- 
win, 391 ; his death, 393 

Demetriza, battle of, 90 

Despot, the title, 1 00 Mte 

Doryleon, defeat of the Turks at, 
39 ; reforiified, 45 

Dur.irzo captured by the Normans, 
133 J besiei^ed by Bohcmund, 
13* 



FRE 

Kastern Church, the Romish differ- 
ences with, 115, 131 ; its sub- 
serviency to the Court, 204 ; 
relics in, 187, 364; embittered 
against the Western Church by 
the Conquest, 387 

Eastern Empire, its extent at the end 
of the twelfth century, I ; Roman, 
if often called Byzantine, 2 ; its 
prosperity under the Basilian 
dynasty, 3 ; weakened by centra- 
lisation, 5 ; position of its ruler, 
6 ; power of the merchapt nobles, 
10 ; began to decline after the 
Basilian period, 12, 211 ; weak- 
ened by attacks of the Seljukian 
Turks, 13; by attacks from the 
north, 50 ; by dynastic troubles, 
63 ; by the crusades, 1 14 ; by the 
action of England in seizing 
Cyprus, 128 ; by attacks from the 
West, 133 ; summary of the 
causes by which it had been 
weakened, 170; disorders under 
the government of the crusaders, 
393 

Egypt, choice of, as the destination 
of the fourth crusade, 235 ; 
causes of its abandonment, 238 ; 
concludes a treaty with Venice, 
263 

Emperor, Byzantine, position of the, 
6 ; the popular conception com- 
pared with the theory of Divine 
right, 7 ; decay of the popular 
respect for the, 99 ; effeminacy 
of the later emperors, 205 

Englishmen in the Waring guard, 
1 53 ; their church in Constanti- 
nople, 154 

Erzeroum, the name, 3 

Eudocia, intimacy of, with Andru- 
nicos Comnenos, 70 

Eunuchs, 203 

Euphrosyne, mother of Isaac Ange- 

los, tied to a battering-ram, 81 
Eyoub mosque, 304 



Flemish fleet separates from the 
crusading force, 260 

Foreigners, conditions under which 
they lived in the Empire, 140 

Krancopolous, piracy of, 112 

Frederic Barlwrossa, crusade of, 
47, 123; his victories, 48; his 
(lestructivc march through the 
Empire, 52 ; comes into conflict 
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with Isaac's truup5, 125 ; his 
ileath, 126 
Fulk preaches the fourth crusade, 
228 



Gai.ata, derivation of the name, 
178 fwt€ \ occupied by the cru- 
saders, 501 ; confused with Pera, 

(fcnocse, treaties of Manuel I. with 
the, 164 

(teorgr, king of Georgia, wars 

against the Turks, 45 
(Georgia, conquest of, by Alparslan, 

26 

(;iblx>n, error of, as to the meeting- 
place of the first Niccne Council, 
36 ttoie 

( iodfrey de Bouillon, crusade of, 35 
Circek Christians, character of their 

regard for relics, 364 
(^reek language, 3, 141, 3S8 m4t4 
Cireeks, inunici|)al spirit of the, 4 ; 

its infhience on the duration of 

the Kmpire, 5 ; their mercantile 

tendencies, 9 ; their theory of 

government, ih. 
(irrgory VII., Pope, hb appeaK 

on liehalf of the Eastern emjHrror, 

32 

C«yrolemna, the cam ping ground of 
the Cru»a<lcr», 303, 304 



IlAr.iA S«i]>hia. 183, 352 ; plundcrcti 

l»y the criiNadcrs, 353 
Hagi«*chri"kt»»phi»rnlr*, a creature «»f 

AndroniccM I., 82, 84 ; kiilctl by 

Isaac AngeltM, 85 
Henry VI. of Germany, cruvadc of, 

130 

Henry of Sicily claims imperial 

tcrritMry, 139 
llip|MMtrome, the, 185 
Hnpr, Chafle%, ht<«torical collccii4»n 

of. 265 

Hun%, the, 51 ; attack the Empire, 

It f>Ml*M, f»fit:in of ihc Sultan> ««f, 
30: rrri'vcrcd by Manuel I.. 45 ; 
CJptum! by Kiolcric liarl»ar«r%>>a, 
48, 125 

lnn«»crnt HI., P^jk*. rTvb-A\<Hir» 
imixtNT ls«>m.in a\»ih«»iity i»n ifu 
Ijk^ttin Hunt h, 131; {lur.tt:tt 



of, 223 ; his zeal for the deliver- 
ance of the Holy Land, 225; 
appeals to Alexis HI., 226; agrees 
conditionally to the contract 
between the crusaders and the 
Venetians, 235 ; declines to aid 
Alexis IV., 274, 277 ; excom- 
munirttes the Venetians, 284 ; 
grants a conditional absolution to 
the crusading army, ib. ; appeals 

. to the army, 285 ; condemns the 
ex|)edition to Constantinople, 
287 ; his indignation at the first 
attack of Constantinople, 379; 
replies to the Emperor liakl win's 
letter, 381 ; denounces the om- 
duct of the conc|uerors, 382 ; his 
anger again'.t the Wneiians, 
383 ; reprimands Cardinal Peter 
C apuano, 385 ; repriMches Boni- 
face, 386 ; asks the Russians tu 
submit to the Roman See, 387 ; 
tcme of his letters relative to the 
Conquest, 397 

Iran, the term, 15 ncte 

Isaac, a pretender, 99 

I^aac Comnenos Sel»ast<icratMr in 
jxisNexsion of C)i>ru*, 82, 89; mur- 
tier of hi% sureues by AntiiMnit-*** 

I. , 82 ; refuse^ ^ulmiKsitkn i«> Ivaac 

II. , 95; impn"-«'noI Km h.ird I., 
96, 129; Atlifiipis tu ol'Uin the 
int)K-ri.il thft.nc, 107 ; hi'* offence* 
against the hn^;lis|i km^j, 128 

IviAc 11. males an alliance with 
•^.ilAiltn. 46, 125 : Viw Har with 
the Wallaths, 5S, 91 ; «l»fcn.U 
Nic.t*a av^ain^t .'\n<lft'im I., 81 ; 
sup|mM*«i pirtliition t»f a WNiih- 
vi^er c«tmcimn^ him, 84; kitU 

H. ij;i<H-hf is'oj h'tfi<ir>, 85 : pro- 
claiiDcd enii»cft»r the |»oij»N-, 
//•• ; yirl«U .\inli«imt »»* to popular 
furv. N> ; hi* t haroA tef , 1/^ . Icmj ; 
bi> djftuultio* K»ilh the Su iluin*. 
f >n ; hiN ct»n\er*J'i..n wnh his 
pnv.tner (t^unt lUllmtti, th ; 
• li teal of hi» arm) \'\ ilit \Nal 

I. 11 ti*. 01 ; t|uci;» tbr fi\«>|i i.f 
ItfAi.a*. 02 : «lr>j ho* an r\\^ • 
i!i i.-n to C>prvi» a^Minvi X^aak 

thr te*<'l'i»i Wai^a. J.* Itu!- 
^Miun*, »r , 101 ; a"titii uj-'U 
Or iht'Xir tltinn^ hi» rriv;n. 07 ; 
h I* mi V- \ r'TiMTM!, ion ; I 

»'< i f..J'lt ^ % tu* I f. . f 

A I X r-. I'>l ; ' I' iva H * ^ ) n I » 
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ISA 

Venetians, 252 ; restored to the 
throne, 312 ; confirms the con- 
tract between his son Alexis and 
the crusaders, 314; his condition 
after the restoration, 322 ; his 
death, 330 

Isabella, wife of Humphrey of 
Thoron, married to Conrad of 
Montferrat, 127 

Italian colonies in Constantinople, 
156 ; jealousies among them, 
158 

Italian pirates, ravages by, 166 
Ivan, a Wallachian, revolt of, 
104 



MAN 

on the capture of the dty, 
345 

Latin language, 3, 141 ; always 
understc^ in seaports, 156 

Leo the Deacon, his account of 
Swendoslav*s freebooting expedi- 
tion, 151 

Leo II., king, revival of Arme- 
nian national life under, 2 ; helps 
Frederic Barbarossa*s crusaders, 

48 

Lingua franca, the, 156 
Louis VIL, crusade of, 121 
Louis IX., his punning allusion to 
the Tartars, 15 naU 



Jerusalem captured by the cru- 
saders, 40 ; by Saladin, 46 

Jesus Christ contrasted with Ma- 
homet, 18 ; letters of, to Abga- 
rus, 87 

Jews, condition of, in Constanti- 
nople, 179 

John, king of Bulgaria, seeks coro- 
nation from Pope Innocent III., 
59 



Kaikhosro, Sultan of Iconium, 
allures emigrants from Greece, 
109 ; becomes a citizen of Con- 
stantinople, no 
Kalomodios, a banker, 216 
Kanabos, Nicolas, chosen emperor, 
328 

Kars attacked by Tognil, 25 ; 

ceded to Alparslan, 26 
Kilidji Arslan I., .Sultan, 35 
Kilidji Arslan II., led prisoner to 
Constantinople, 44 ; offers assisr- 
tance to Barbarossa's crusaders, 
47, 124 ; plunders Thrace, 91 



La PAR DAS, general, deprived of 
sight, 80 

Lascaris, Theodore, 311 ; tries to 
rally the citizens after the capture 
of the city, 344 

Latins, settlements of, in the 
Empire, 1 56 ; their number in 
Constantinople in 1 1 80 ; their 
quarters in the city, 178 

Latin colonists, attacks upon the, 
76, 95, 136, 165 ; take sides in 
the dynastic struggles, 76, 165 ; 
their violence towards the Greeks 



Macedonia, settlement of Wal- 
lachs in, 57 

Mahomet, character of, more at- 
tractive to barbarous men than 
that of Jesus, 18 

Mahometanism, early successes of, 
17 ; explanation of its founder*s 
influence, 18 ; its teaching con- 
trasted with that of Christianity, 

20 ; makes its converts fighters, 

21 ; destructive of family life, 22 
Mahsoud, Sultan of Iconium, vic- 
tories of, 44 

Mahsud, Sultan of Angora, reduces 

Dadybra, 108 
Malek-Adel, Sultan of Eg>*p*» 

effects a treaty with Venice, 263 
Malek Shah, son of Alparslan, reign 

of, 29 

Malek Shah (Saison), .Sultan of 
Iconium, defeated by Alexis I., 
41 

Mankaphas, Theodore, revolt of, 98 
Manuel I., accession of, 43 ; brings 
Kilidji Arslan to Constantinople, 
44 ; defeated by the Turks, 45, 
64 ; un{>opular with his subjects, 
63 ; his Latin tendencies, 64 ; 
neglects the maintenance of the 
fleet, ib, ; his successes in war, 
65 ; how he succeeded to the 
crown, 68 ; quarrel between him 
and his cousin Andronicos, 69 ; 
his relations with Kilidji Arslan 
resented by the Crusaders, 121 ; 
his policy towards the Latin colo- 
nists, 163 ; his palace of Bla- 
chern, 180 
Manuel, son of Andn miens I., 
frustrates a cruel Mintcncc of h\> 
(athcr, 84 
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Masuikert, defeat of Togrul at, 2$ ; 
captured by Alpanlan, 26 

Maria, widow of Manuel 1., assumes 
the regency, 66 ; brought to trial 
and executed, 78 

Maria Porphyrogenita, unsuccessftil 
plot of, agaiast the protoscbastos 
Alexis, 66 ; fight of her partisaas 
in her defence, 67 ; poisoned liy 
Andronico6 Comnenos, 77 

Martin, Abbot, theft of relics by,357 

Meander, Turks defeated by King 
Conrad on the, 43 

Mercenaries, emplovnient of, 2IJ 

Michael VII. makes a suicidal 
treaty with Suliman, Sultan of 
Iconium, 3a 

Michael, a pretender, 107 

Mogul, the term, 15 nfi/< 

Montferrat family, its connection 
with the East, 271 

Montfbrt, Simon de, sympathises 
with the Zara deputation, 354 ; 
refuses to accompany the cru- 
saders to Constant mople, 283 

Mornsini, Thomas, elected Patriarch 
of the Kasicm Church, 383 

Moi^ynopolts, 389 m^U 

MourUouphlos (Alexis V. I>iaca>\ 
328 ; entraps Alexis IV. into his 
power, 329 ; crowne<l emperor, 
^30 ; his prc|Mrationik for defend* 
ing the ciiy, lA. ; his rencontre 
1ft ith a foraging party of cru* 
»a«lcr%, 332 ; narrowly eM-a|>cs 
capture. 334 ; flcrs from the city 
l>cf«»re the crusa«lcri, 345 ; cap- 
turetl and cvccutol by the Latins, 



Saw, neclrri of the. 174, 210 

Nerelon, Kishop. declares Baldwin 
elected em|»crnr, 375 

XicA-a capturrd liy the S<-ljiiUian 
Turks. 33; sit*gc <»f. I»y iniUtry 
dc Brnjillon, 36 ; taken po^M>- 
Mon <»f by Alcxi*, 39 ; rrnrn- 
quercd liy the Turk*, 4I ; Ik- 
siegTfl by AndroniotM I., 80 

NM^ph«>ni« III.. 33 

Nftrrta« armmjKirur* Isaac 11. on 
an ex|)riiiti4in a^un^t the alia- 
chian% arxl Hulu.man^. q6 : t<»i»c 
of hi«> nnfi.iU, JIQ: drn»»uf>rrs the 
rnmrs rf»inniittrH J»v the <ru- 
*aHcr>, 3^16 ; hi* ^-m .i|*r %iiih hi» 
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ROM 

O1.AF, frecliooting expedition of, 

against Constantinople, 1 50 
Osnianli, the term, 14 iMr# 

Pai.rstine conquered by Salad in, 
46 

Patchinaks, the, 55 ; their attacks 
on the Empire, 56 ; invade Ma- 
cedonia, 104 
Peasantry, destruction of the, 210 
Pera, confusion of, with Cfalata, 
319 ff^^ 

Peter Capuano, Canlinal. protests 
against the attack of Zara, 248 ; 
advocates the cause of Alexb IV. 
with Innocent III., 276 ; rebuked 
by the Pope, 385 

Petrion, the. 187, 339 mff 

Philip of Swaliia nurried to the 
daughter of Isaac II., 239: hU 
reasons for supporting the cause 
of Alexis IV., 269; .Txsumes a 
leading part in the direction of 
the crusafle, 278 : his propos«ls 
submitted to a parliament of cm- 
sadcTx at /ara, 279 ; was he pr»^- 
p<»e<l as KmiMrror of ihe New 
Kome? 373 

Ihilip^ia. daughter <if Ka)nu»Ofi of 
Antioch, cnainourinl «*f .\ndn*ni- 
c<m Cnmncnt s 72 

Philoniclium, rapture c»f, \'y Alexis 
I.. 4i 

Pisan Cfil<Klistv 163; altarknt by 

the Constantinople mob, 318 
Prott^cliastus, the title, loo 



RaVAM. signittratKm of. 31 m^U 
Kelir», wealth fti i onstantint»|ile in, 

187 ; pillage of. In the miwidcf*. 

3^5 : the (ireek 1 hristian's 

<»f. 364 

kt h>:»'»uv tolerance in ( on*faini- 

n«>|»le. 179 
RctttitKirie^, t*rrrk. valunMe nature 

kr>nM-r M«>v)tfrrrat. hl^ marrt't^^r 
with ihc dau|;hter of Manuel I , 

Ki^hiff) I. c»»r»»njrf% ( rprus O**. 

thf ^ ftipirr. I \4 

K-*.ii in < Ii'.i. li. 1*^ 'liMf ft 11. < « w itti 
•in I ^-'rin. 11; I ;t 



Digitized by 



412 



INDEX. 



ROM 

Romania, the name, 3 
Romanian language, 156 
Romanos,a Russian commander, 105 
Rome, survival of the name in the 

East, 3 ; how foreigners were 

ruled under, 142 
Rome, New, the name still acknow- 
ledged by the Patriarch of the 

Orthodox Church, 3 
Roum, origin of the sultans of, 30 ; 

extent of the kingdom, 34 
Roumania, the name, 54 
Roumelia, the name, 3 
Roux, Nicholas, his mission to the 

crusaders, 298 
Russia, mission sent by Imiocent 

III. to, 387 
Russian Czar an analc^e of a 

Byzantine emperor, 6 
Russians help Alexis III. against 

the Comans, 105 ; often called 

Warings, 149 



Saison defeated by Alexis I., 41 

Saladin, alliance of, with the Em- 
pire, 46, 138 

Salonica sacked by the Sicilians, 89, 
1 38 ; recaptured by Isaac Angelos, 
90, 139; Latin settlements at, 
1 57 ; demanded of Baldwin by 
Boniface, 388 ; surrenders to 
Baldwin, 391 ; handed over to 
Boniface, 392 

Saracens, allowed freedom of wor- 
ship in Constantinople, 1 79 ; 
their mosque attacked by cru- 
saders, 320 

Scoti, Sir Walter, his descriptions 
of Constantinople, 154 twU 

Scythians, prol>able identity of the 
Turks with the, 14 

Sebastocrator, the title, 100 note 

Seljukian empire, successive divi- 
sions of, 30, 47 

Seljuks, the, 16, see Turks 

Servians, early settlements of, 54 ; 
revolt against the Empire, 59 ; 
achieve indcjiendence, ib, ; de- 
feated by Isaac II., 97 

Sicily, wars of, against the Eastern 
Empire, 89, 133 

Slavs, early settlement of, in the 
Balkan |>eninsula, 51 ; driven 
into Dalmatia and Illyria by the 
Avars, 53 

Spyridcinaccs, John, a pretender. 
107 



TUR 

Stamlx)ul, derivation of the name, 
177 M4>te 

Strumnitza ceded to Ivan, 104 

Stryphnos, Michael, admiral, ill 

Succession, lax law of, 89 

Suliman, the first Sultan of Iconium, 
30; allures the Greek peasants 
by abolishing landlordism, 31 ; 
his treaty with Michael VII., 32 ; 
extent of his kingdom, 34 ; his 
progress checked by Alexis I., 35 

Sultans often the sons of Christian 
slaves, 1 10 fwU 

Swendoslav, expedition of, against 
the Empire, 151 ; his interview 
with John Zemiskes, 152 



Tan'cred, expeditioi of, against 
the Empire, 137 ; sacks Salonica, 
138 ; defeated by Isaac II., 139 

Tanisman, invasion of the Empire 
by, 42 

Tartar, the term, 15 mte 

Theobald of Champagne appointetl 
leader of the fourth crusade, 229; 
his death, 238 

Theodora, widow of King Baldwin, 
her amour with Andronicos Com- 
nenos, 72 

Theodora, sister of Isaac II., mar- 
ried to Conrad of Montferrat, 127 
note 

Theodore Angelos deprived of 

sight, 81 
Thco<lore Castamonites, 100 
Thcssaly, how named in the chro- 
nicles, 57 
Thrace harassed by the Comans, 

56, 105 ; by the Wallachs, 58. 

91 ; by the Turks, 91 
Togrul attacks Armenia, 25 ; in- 

va<ics the Empire, ib, ; becomes 

Caliph, 26 
Turan, the term, 15 note 
Turcoman, derivation of the word, 

15 fwte 

Turcomans, the, a likeness of the 
ancient Turks, 16 

Turkish empire compared with the 
(Ircek, 215 

Turks, origin of the, 14 ; oliscurity 
of their early history, 15 ; the 
Seljuks, 16 ; embrace Mahomc- 
tanism, 24 ; invade Asia Minor, 
27 ; divide tluir empire lictwecn 
Malck and Suliman, ; sclllc 
in .\sia Minor, 32 ; obtain |ws- 



Digitized by 



INDEX, 



4^3 



UZE 

session of Nicsca, 33 ; reach the 
Marmora, ih. ; their successes 
attract the attention of I\)pe 
Gregory VII., 34 ; their stniggles 
with the crusaders, 36, 43 ; re- 
newal of their numbers after de- 
feat, 40 ; defeat the Kmperor 
Manuel, 45, 64 ; make a further 
division of their empire, 47 ; 
effects of their invasion on the 
condition of the Empire, 48 ; 
their wan with Alexis III., 108 ; 
their sultans often the sons of 
Christian slaves, no note \ stu- 
pendous character of their conflict 
with the Empire, 172 



UzR«i. the, a Turkish ix^oplc, 156 



Varancians. s(/ Warings 

Vaux, Abbot of, forbids the attack 

upon Zara, 355 
Venice, reproduction of By/antine 
life in, 1 1 ; helps the Empire 
against Robert Wincird, 132, 
l6i ; commerce of, with the Em- 
pire, 160 ; Venetians make com- 
mon cause with the Empire, 161 ; 
extraordinary commerci.il privi- 
lege granted them by .Mexis I., 
162; expelle<l by John Comnenm, 
ih. ; policy of Manuel I. towards 
them, 163 ; jeal<»us of other 
Latin colonists, 167 ; makes war 

TinM the Empire, ih. ; gnrnth 
her hostility to Constanti- 
nople. 169, 232 ; chosen as the 
port of ticpartiire of the fourth 
rni«a<le, 231 ; her contract with 
the crusaders, 234 ; the crusa<lers 
in, 241 : prf>|Kiscs the attack of 
Zara, 244 : j«>in^ the crusaile, 250 ; 
concludes a treaty %»ith Ej;y]^t. 
263 ; exc«»inmunit Mteil l»y Itino- 
cent III.. 2S4 ; her fleet att.nrk* 
Ci»nstanlin<»|»le, 30t; ; chnrjjetl 
with taking an uri'lur U»arc i»f 
s|»oil, 3^: pimh.iM-^ the rn;his 



of Boniface, 390; her gains by 
the conquest of Constantinople, 
. 395 

Vermilion, the imperial colour, 330 
note 

Villehardouin, his account of the 
fourth crusade, 242, 244 ; hi> 
interxiew with Isaac II., 313 



Wai.i.aciis, the, 57 : their sue- 
cesses against the Empire, 5S. 
91 ; establish with the Bulgarians 
a Wallachio- Bulgarian state, 59 ; 
revolt against Isaac II., 91, 96; 
give trouble to Alexis III.. 104 

Warings or \ arangians, connection 
of, with England, 149 ; succes- 
sive treaties made with them by 
the Empire, 150; furnish a Unly 
guard for the em|K'ror, 152 ; 
their wea|)on, 153; their ro|K*ci 
for women, 154; fidelity of the 
^ard, 155 

William I. of Sicily, his war 
against the Empire, 134 

William II. of Sicily makes war on 
the Empire, 135 

William of Tyre, his account of the 
Turks, 16 note ; preaches the 
third crus.ide, 123 

Wiscard, kol»crt, attackt the Em 
pirc, 34. 133. 

Woman, stK'ial position f»f, in Con- 
stantinr>ple, 201 



Zara, aitark of, pr'>|>«»s*-i| by tlie 
Veneli.ins to the cruva.icr*. 244 ; 
ofler of its cm/ens t«i surrrj^l* r 
%tithtira%kn. 254: capiuri'l. 255: 
ctplan.itions of ihr e\i«<!ii»'>n to, 
given by contt n>|H>iAry «»rittrs, 
260; ilr^lfii)ril bv the \rne- 
tians, 2*K> ; r»»n\cii:i.'n i>f, miI.- 
mitieti to the cru*a'lifn; ainn, 
291 

/eintsUrs, \*Ax\^ tlifrtt"^ s%»m>'.. 
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